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To the Reader. = 
by ſaying, That he does but Inculcate 
over, and over the ſame Counſels, to 
thoſe that over and over commit the® 
ſame Paults,) Thirdly, his Excellen- 
cy conſiſts rather in a Rhapſody of Di- 
vine, and Extraordinary Hints, and 
Notzons, than in any Regulated Me- 
thod of Diſcourſe ; ſo that: to take him 
as he lies, and to go thorough with 
him, - were utterly inconſiſtent with the 
Order, and Brevity which I propound; 
my Principal deſign being only to di- 
geſt, and Common-Place his Morals, 
in ſuch ſort, that any Man, -upon oc 
caſion, may know where'to find them. : 
And, I have. kept my ſelf fo cloſe to: 
this Propoſition, that I have reduc'd all. 
his ſcatter d Ethiques to. their proper: 
Heads, without any Additions of my. 
own, more than of abſolute Neceſlt-; 
ty for the Tacking of - them together. 
Some other Man, in; my Place, would: 
perchance, make you twenty Apolay; 
gi, for his want of Skill;., and Ad- 
reſs,, in governing this Aﬀair, . but; 
theſe are Formgl, and FPedantique: 
Fooleries : As if any Man that firſt 
' takes himſelf for a Coxcomb in his: 
own Heart, wopuld afterwards ngkg 
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' and of the Subjed, together with the ' 


| _ This A 
ftraft, ſuch as it is, 'you are extremely: 
welcome to; and I am ſorry it is no 


better, both for your fakes and my 
own ': for if it were written up to the 
Spirit 'of ' the Original, it would be ane 
of the moſt valuable Preſents that ever 
any private Man beſtow'd-upon thePub- 
lick :- And this too, even in the Judg- 
ment of both Parties, as well Chriſtian 
as Heathen ; of which in its'due place. 

Next to my Choice' of the Author, 


Manner of handling 'it;T have likewiſe 
had ſome regard -in« this Publication, 
to the 7iming of it,' and to the Prefe- 
rence of this Topique of Bexefts aboye 
all others, for the Ground-work of my 


firſt Eſſay. ' We are fallen into an Age 


of vain Philoſophy; ( as the Holy A- 
poſtle calls it) and fo deſperately 
over-run with Drofs and Scepticks, 
that there is hardly any thing ſo Cer- 
tain,” or ſo Sacred, that is not expoſed 
to Queſtion, or Contempt. Inſomuch, 
that betwixt the ZZypecrite, and the 
Atheiſt, the very Foundation of Religy- 
on, and good Mamers are ſhaken, and: 
the Two Tables of the Decalogue daſh'd 
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"* pals npw.from.the General Scope 
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Incſs,'0f theſe Times: the. 

on ogy s andthe meſk exc- 

Ai. ' all; others, ſince i'the very: 

I. Geofithe Angels Nay, #1 durſt, 
uppoſe 2;Poſlibylity- of: Mercy for; | 

> Damned Spirits, and that) they; 

ever be-taken inte fayour again, 

my, Charity-: would. hope; even. better 

from them, than, we bave found from. 

me of. our Revolters; and-that: they 
would ſo behave rhemfelves, . as nut to. 
, Ton 
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___ heir; Stations. 
= Alas! -W yy, Togratitude' do, 
without. TO 2. the” Inſeparab 
Companion of >it'3 and;; in Effec, the 
Bolder;- and the Blacker Deyil-of the 
Two 2- For: Lucifer, himſelf, never. had. 
the, Face'to.lift up;his-Eyes to Heaven, 
and talk to-the Almighty" at the Fami- 
liar Rate of oar.Pratended Patriots, and. 
Zelots ; and at-theſame © 11s to make. 
khimParty to, a; Cheat. *Tis not! for no-- 
thing, - that+the, #loly. Ghoſt- has: des, 
nounc'd ſo: many Wars, and redoubled 
ſo..many. Cautions. againſt 'ZTypocrites 3; 
- phinly intimating, at once; :how dan-. 
gerous. a- Snare: thiey', are to' Mankind, 
and\ no. leſs: Qdious! to- God: himfſelt ; 
which is ſufficiently denotedin the force 
of that dreadful expreſſion, Aud your: 
Portion ſhall be with Hypocrites.” You 
will find in the Holy: Scriptures: ( as I: 
have'formerly gbſerv'd ) that God has 
given the Grace of | Repentaxce to Ferſe-, 
cators,; Idcolaters,. Murtherers, Adulte= 
rers, cc. but I am miſtaken,if the whe 
Bible 


p 


To the Reatter. 

Bible affords you anyone Inſtance of 
2 Converted” Hypocrite. © 

To deſcend now from Truth it (elf, 
to our own Experieyce :* Have we not. 
. ſeen, even'in our days, a moſt Pious, 
(and almoſt Faultlefs) Prince, brought 
to the Scaffold by -his own Subjects 2 
The moſt Glorious Conſtitution upon 
the Face of the Earth, both Ecclefraſti- 
cal and Civil, torn to Pieces, and dif- 
folv'd > The Happieſt People under 
the Sun Enſlav'd ;'* Our Temples Sa- 
crilegiouſly profan'd; -and a Licence 
given to all ſorts of Heteſte and Out- 
rage? And by whom, but by a Race 
of Hypocrites, who had nothing in their 
Mouths aH. this while, but, 7he Purity 
of the Goſpel; The Flonour of the Xing ; 
and, The Liberty of the People : aſſt 
ed under - hand with Defamatory Pa- 
pers. which were levelFd'at the Xiug 
Himſelf, thorough 'the fides of this 
moſt faithful Miniſters > This PRO- 
JECT ſucceeded fo well againſt One 
Government, that it's now again ſet 
a foot againſt Another and by ſome 
, of the very Actors too in that 7 R 4- 
GEDYT, and after a moſt Gracious 
Pardon alfo, when Providence had 
FAA laid 
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| To the Reader. 
hid their Necks:and their Fortunes at 
His Majeſties Feet. It is a wonderful: 
thing, that. Zzbels and Libebers, the 
moſt infamous of -Praftices, and of Men; 
the:'mall anly, Sneaking Methods, 
and Iuſtruthents of Miſchief : the very: 
Bane of *Hymane Society, and the Plague 
of all Governments > It is a wondertul 
thing (I fay }. that theſe Engines, and: 
- Engineers, -ſhould ever find Credit e- 
novgh in the World to engage a Party : 
But it would: ſtill be more wonderful, 
if, the ſame Trick; ſhould ou twice up- 
on the fame People, in the ſame Age, 
and from thevery ſame IMPOSTORS. 
This Contemplation has carry d me a 
little out of my way, but it hasat length 
brought me to my Text again; for there 
is in the bottom of it, the higheſt Op- 
poſition imaginable, of Zugratitude, and 
Obligation. <a 
The Reader will in ſome Meaſure be 
able to judge by this Taſte, what he 
is further to expect: that is to fay, as 
to the Caſt of my deſign, and the ſim- 
Mlicity of the Style, and Dreſs; for that 
will ſtill be the fame; only accompa- 
ny'd with variety of Matter. Whether 
it pleaſes the World or no, the _ is 
| taken: 
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taken : And oY I coulÞwiſh that- it 
might be-as: delightful to others uport 
thePerufal, as it has been tome-in the 
Speculation. Next to: the 'Gofpel it 
ſc 1 d6.look-upon itasthemoſt Sons 
reign Remedy: againſt the-Miſeries of 
Haumane' Nature; dadiF- have ever 
found-ir/f in all-the: Injuries and Di- 
ſtrefſes, of 'air Unfortunate Life. "You 
_ read more of himiif-you pleaſe in 
os (AER which Þkave here Subs. 
co'this Preface, i.concerning the 
A thorey of his Writings, and the Cir- 
cumſtances of his Life ;" as I have EX 
grace out of Liigfrs, | 
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SENECAS. 


WRITINGS, 
TFT: appears: that our Author bad, a- 
$ mong the Ancients, three Profeſs'd 
3 Enemies. -:In the firſt place Cali> 

gula;| who | call'd :his Writings, Saud 
without Lime; alluding to the ſtarts of 
his Phancy,. and the Incoherence of 
his: Sentences. ' But Sexeca was never 
the:worſe for the Cenſure of a Perſon 
tliat propounded even the*ſuppreſling 
of Homer himſelf; and of caſting Yir- 
gil and Livy aut of all Pablick: Libra- 
ries. ' The next, was Fabius; who 
taxes him for being too bold: with the 
Eloquence of former times, and failing 
in that. point ' himſelf; and likewile for 
being too Queint and Finical in his 
Expreſſions: which. Tacitus . imputes, 
in part, - to. the freedom. of tys. own 
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particular Incliriation, and partly to 
the humour of the Times, He is al- 
ſo charg'd by Fakins as no profound 
_ Philoſopher ; but with all this, he al- 
lows him to be a Man very Studious, 
and Learned; of great Wit, and In- 
vention ; and well read in all forts of 
Literature ; a ſevere Reprover of Vice; 
poſt Divinely Sententious; and well 
Worth the Reading ; if it were only 
for his Mora/s; Adding, that if his 
Judgment had been anſwerable to his 
Wit, it had been much the more for 
* his Reputation ; but he Wrote what- 
ever came next: ſo that I would ad- 
viſe the Reader (fays he) to diſtin- 
y=_ , where He Himſelf did not: 
or there are many things in him, not 


only to be approvd, but admir'd, and 
it was great Pity, that he that could 
dp what he would, ſhould not always 
make the beſt Choice. His Third 
Adverfary is __ who falls upon - 


him for his Style, and a kind of 'Tink- 
ling in his Sentences; but yet com- 
mends him for his Piety and good 
Counſels. On the other fide, Colu- 
mella calls him 4 Man of Excellent Wit 
and Learning; Pliny; The Prince of 

| Erudis 


Erudition; Tacitts gives him the Clit = 

rater of a Wiſe'Man, and a fit. Tator 
for a Prince, Dio reports him to have 
- been the greateſt Man of his Age. 
Of thoſe Pieces &3 his that are Ex- 
tant, we. not to- give any 
Par! [/ vat and of thoſe that 
are loſt, we cannot, any farther than 
by Liglits to them from other Authors; 
as we find them cited much te his 
honor ; and we may reaſonably com- 
. pute them to be the greater part of 
his Works. That he wrote: ſeveral 
Poems in his Baniſhment, . may be 
gather d, partly from himſelf; but 
more expreſly out of Tacitus, - who 
fays, That che was reproach'd with his 
applying himſelf to Poetry, after he ſaw 
that Nero took pleaſure in it, out of a 
defign to Curry-Favour. St. Ferome re- 
fers to a Diſcourſe of his concern- 
ing Matrimony. Lattantius takes no» 
tice of his Ziftory, and his Books of 
Moralities : St. Auguſtin quotes ſome 
es of his out of a Book of Super- 
ftitian > Some References we -meet 
with, to his Books of Exhortations. 
Fabius makes mention of his Dialogues: 
"and he himſelf ſpeaks of a 7reatiſe of 
| | his 
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e 'o tare wanti 

yer preferV/d in the' "Writings of Bo 

Emment Anthors ;- vient -to thew 

the World; howgfedt al Treaſure they 


have loft;"by-the: Excellency of that 


_ ſnl that's Jeſt. - 
i Sexeca; favs Ladkintius, That was the 


Lia 7 '” Barhe ; of- all the's$ oicks, How great a 


Peneration has he 'for the Almighty * As 
for” Tnſbinge;; © di ifcourfing ' of a Violent 
Do- :you- not-underſtand, -/ays 

He, the'Mejolty, andthe Anthority.of 
your Jadge - He 18 the* Supreme Go- 
Verior of. Heaven and Earth, and the 


| Go#ofull your” Gods5-and. it is.upon 
Him* 


hat all thoke Powers 
which 'weWorſhip for Deities. - More» 
over if "br Exhortations. This\ God, 


fays be, "when: He laid the' Foundations | 
of 7 the Uniperſs ; hy 


enterd u poh-the 
Work in Fonbo? 


greateſt an & the” 


1n orderin; of the Government of the 


vugh he was himſelf af is 


World; © 
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= To the Reader. 

© all, yet" he ſubſtituted other Subordi+ 
nate Miniſters, as the Servants of his 
Commands. . And, how many other 
things does. this Heathen ſpeak of God, 
like one of us 8 


4 
PE: 
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Which the Acate Seneca ( fays Laftan- Capi 3; 
tins again) faw in his Exhortation. We, < 
ſays he, have'our Dependence elſewhere, 
and ſhonld look up to that Power un- - 
to which we are indebted for all we 
can pretend to that is good. 


And again, Seneca ſays very well iy Lib. 9; 
his Morals; they Worſhip the Images © © 
of the Gods, ſays he, Kneel to them, 
and Adore them; they are hardly ever 
from them, cither plying them with 
Offerings, or Sacrifices; and yet after 
all this Reverence to the Image, they 
have no regard at all for the Workman 
that made it. 


Lattantius again. An InveQive, ( ſays rib. 3. 
[oy Seneca i## his Exhortations) is the £4: '$ 
Mafſter-Piece of moſt of our Philsſo- | 
| pbers : and if they fall upon the Sub- 
; je of Avarice, Luſt, Ambition, they 
hſh out into ſuch Exceſs of - Bitter- 
; [b] neſs, 
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0 the Reader. 
neſs, as if Railing were a: Mark of 
their Profeſſion. They make me think 
of Gally-pots in an Apothecaries Shop, 
that have Remedies without, and Poy- 
fon within. F 


Y Lafantius ſtill. Fe that would know 

cap. 9. all things let him Read Seneca ; the moſt 
lively Deſcriber of Publick Vices, and 
Mamners, and the ſmarteſt Reprebender 
of them. 


And again: As Seneca has zt in his 
Cap. 15. Books of Moral Philoſophy ; He is the }} 
Brave Man, whoſe Splendor, and Au- 

thority, is the leaſt part of his Great- 
neſs ; that can look Death in the Face, - 
without Trouble, or Surprize ; who, if 
his Body were to be broken upon the R 
Wheel, or Melted Lead to be pourd & 
down his Throat, would be leſs con- 
cern'd for the Pain it ſelf, than for the , 
dignity of bearing it. el 


Lib, 6. Let no Man, fays LaQtantius, think " 

cap. 14+ himſelf the ſafer in his Wickedneſs for 
want of a Witneſs; for God is Om-ffj 5 
niſcient ; and to him nothing can be aff} 
Secret. It is an admirable Sentence that 

SENECA 


__ To the Reader. 


Seneca concludes his Exhortations with- 
al. GOD, ſays he, is a Great, (7 know 
not what) an Incomprehenſible Pow- 
er: It is to him, that we Live; and 
to him, that we muſt approve our 
ſelves. What does it avail us, that 
our Conſciences are hidden from Men, 
whenour Souls lie open to God 2 What 
could a Chriſtian have ſpoken more to the 
purpoſe in this Caſe, than this Divine 
Pagan > And in the beginning of the 
ſame WORX, ſays Seneca, What is it 
that wedo 2 To what end is it to ſtand 
contriving, and to hide our ſelves ? 
We are under a Guard, and there's 
no eſcaping from our Keeper. One 
Man may be parted from another, by 
Travel, Death, Sickneſs : But there's 
no dividing us from our ſelves. "Tis 
to no purpoſe to creep into a corner 
where no body ſhall fee us. Ridicu- 
lous Madneſs! Make it the Caſe that 
no Mortal Eye could find us out. He 
that has a Conſcience gives Evidence 
againſt himſelf, 


'[t 16s truly and excellently ſpoken of - 6. 
cap. 25s 


Seneca, fays La#antius, once again, 
Conſider, ſays he, the Majeſty, the 
[ b 2] Good- 


To the Reader, © 


Goodneſs, and the Venerable Mercies | 


of the Almighty : A Friend that is 
always at, hand. What delight can 
it be to him, the ſlaughter of Inno- 
cent 'Creatures, or the Worſhip of 
Bloody Sacrifices > Let us purge our 
Minds, and lead Virtuonus, and Ho- 
neſt Lives; His Pleaſure lies not in 
the Magnificence of Temples, made 
with Stone, but in the Piety and De- 
votion of Conſecrated Hearts. 

In the Book that Seneca wrote againſt 
Superſtitions, treating of Images, ſays 


De Civ. St. Auſtin, he Writes thus, They re- 
Dei 116. 6. preſent the Holy, the Immortal, and 
#.* the Inviolable Gods, in the baſeſt 


Matter, .and without Life or Motion; 
In the Forms of Men, Beaſts, Fiſhes ; 
ſome, of mix'd Bodies; and thoſe Fi- 
gures they call Deztzes ; which if they 
were but animated, would aftright a 
Man, and paſs for Monſters. And then 
a little farther, treating of Natural 
Theology ; after citing the Opinions of 
Philoſophers, he ſuppoſes an Objettion 
againſt himſelf ; Some body will per- 
haps ask me; Would you have me 
' then to believe the Heavens, and the 
Earth to be Gods: and ſome of them 
above 
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_—_— | To the Reader. 


above the Moon, and ſome below' 
it > Shall I ever be brought to the 
Opinion of Plato,.. of of. Strato the 
Peripatetick : the one of which would 
have God to be without a Body , and' 
the other without a Mind 2 Zo which 
he replies; And, Do you give more 
Credit_then to the Dreams of 7. Ta- 
tins, Romulus and Hoſtilius, who cau- 
ſed, among other Deities, even Fear, 
and Paleneſs, to be Worſhip'd 2 The 
vileſt of Humane Aﬀections; The one 
being the Motion ofan affrighted Mind 
and the other; not ſo much the Dif. 
eaſe, as the Colour of a Diſorder'd Bo- 
dy. Are theſe the Deities that you 
will rather put your Faith in, and/place 
in the Heavens 2 And ſpeaking after- 
ward of their Abominable Cuſtoms. With 
what Liberty does he Write > One, ſays 
he, out of Zeal, makes himſelf an 
Eunuch; another Lances his Arms ; 
If this be the way to Pleaſe their Gods, 
What ſhould a Man do if he had a Mind 
to Anger them 2 Or, if this be the way 
tq pleaſe them, they do certainly de- 
ſerve not to be Worſhip'd at all. 
What a Phrenzy is this, to imagine, 
that the Gods can be delighted with 
[b 3] ſuch 


=, A, 
a 3 - lads 

7 ALE 
= = 


To the Reader. 


4 : 4 +a" 4% 
"y ct of 
ws a of 4 = 
_ \ ' 
. dy Rf 


ſuch Cruelties, as even the worſt of 


Men would make a Conſcience to in- 
fit : The: moſt Barbarous and Noto- 
rious of Tyrants ; ſome of them have 
perhaps done it Themſelves, or Order'd 
the tearing of Men to pieces by Others; 
but they never went ſo far, as to com- 
mand any Man to torment himſelf. We 
have heard of. thoſe that have ſuffer'd 
Caſtration, to gratifie the Luſt of their 
Imperious Maſters; but never any 
Man that was forc'd to. ARt it upon 
himſelf, They Murther themſelves in 
their very Temples, and their Prayers 
are ofterd up in Blood. Whoſoever 
ſhall but obſerve what they do,. and 
what they ſuffer, will find it ſo misbe- 
coming an honeſt Man, ſo unworthy of 
a Freeman, and ſo inconſiſtent with the 
Action of a Man in his Wits, that he 
muſt conclude them all to be Mad; 
if it were not that there are ſo many 
of them; for only their Number 1s 
their Juſtification, and their ProteCti- 
ON. 


| When he comes to reflef, ſays St. Augu- 
ſtin, upon thoſe Paſſages which he himſelf 
had ſeen in the Capitol. He cenſures =_ 
| with 
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with Liberty and Reſolution : and no Man 
would believe that ſuch things would be 
done, wileſs in Mockery;or Phrenzy. What 
Lamentation u there in the Fgyptian 
Sacrifices for the Loſs of Ofiris? And 
then what Joy for the finding of him 
again 2 Which he makes himſelf ſport 
with, for in truth it is aff a Fidtion : 
and yet thoſe People that neither loſt 
any thing, nor found any -thing ,, muſt 
expreſs their Sorrows, and their Re- 
Jjoycings , to the higheſt degree : But 
- as. is only a Certain time, ſays he, 
for this Freak, and once in a Year 
People may be allow'd to be Mad. I 
came into the Capitol, ſays Seneca, 
where the ſeveral Deities had their ſe- 
veral Servants, and Attendants, their 
Licors, their Dreſſers, and all in Po- 


ſure, and Action, as if they were 


executing their Offices; Some tothold 
the Glaſs, others to Comb out Funo's 
3nd Minerva's Hair; one to tell Fupj- 
ter whar a Clock it is; Some Laſſes 
there are, that ſit Gazing upon the 
Image, and Phanſie Fupiter has a kind- 
neſs for them. All theſe things, ſays 
Seneca, a while after, a Wiſe Man will 
obſerve for the Laws fake, more than 
ſb 4] for 


To the Reader. Y 
for the _ ING all this es of 
Deities, which the Superſtition of ma- 
ny Ages has gather'd together, . we'are 
in ſuch manner: to adore, as to'conſi- 
der the Worſhip to be rather Matter 
of Cuſtom,than of Conſcience. Where- 
upon St. Augyſtine obſerves, That this 
Thuftrious Senator , Worſhip” d what he 
Reprovd; Atted what he Dili; and 
Ador d what he Condemn' d. 


SENECAS 


SENECAS 
LIFE and DEATH. 


T has been an Ancient Cuſtom, to 
Record the Aftions, and the Wri- 
tings of Eminent Men, with all their 
Circumſtances; and it is but a Right 
that we owe to the Memory of our 
Famous Author. Seneca was, by Birth, 
a Spaniard of Cordova ( a Roman Colo- 
ay of great Fame and Antiquity. ) He 
was of the Family of 4wmzus; of the 
Order of Knights; and the Father, 
Lucius Annays Seneca, was diſtin» 
Euiſh'd from the Son, by the Name 
of the Orator. His Mothers Name was 
Helvia; a Woman of Excellent Qua» 
lities. His Father came to Rome in 
| the time of Auguſtus; and his Wife 
and Children ſoon follow'd him, our 
| Seneca yet being in his Infancy. There 
were three Brothers of them, and ne- 
ver 
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ver a Siſter. Marcus Anmeus Novatus, 
Lucius Annens Seneca, and Lucius An- 
»eus Mela, The firſt of theſe chang'd 
his Name for Junius Gallio, who 
adopted him; to him it was, that he 
Dedicated his Treatiſe of ANGER, 
whom he. calls Novatus too; and he 
alſo Dedicated his Diſcourſe of a Hap» 
py Life to his Brother Ga/lio. The 
youngeſt Brother ( Anneus Mela ) was 
Lucan's Father. Seneca was about 
Twenty years of . Age in the Fifth 
year of Tiberius, when the Jews were 
expelld Rome. His Father train'd 
him up to Rhetorick, but his Genius 
led him rather to Philoſophy; and he 
apply'd his Wit to Morality, and Yir- 
tue. He was a great Hearer of the 
Celebrated Men of thoſe times; as 
Attalus,, Sotion, Papirius Fabianus, ( of 
whom he makes often mention) and he 
was much an Admirer alſo of Demetri- 
&s the Cinique, whole converſation he 
had afterwards in the Court, and 
both at home alſo, and abroad, for 
they” often Travell'd together. His 
Father was not at all pleaſed with his 
humour of Philoſophy, but forc'd him 
upon the Law, and for a while he 

Practiſed 
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LIFE and DEATYHY. 
Pradtifed Pleading. After which he 
would needs - put him upon . Publick © 
Employment : and he came firſt to be. 
Queſter, then Pretor ; and. fome will 
have it that he was choſen Conſal; but 
' this doubtful: 


Seneca finding that he had ill Offi 
ces done him at Court, and that Nero's 
Favour began to cool ; he went di- 
rely and reſolutely to Nero, with an 
Offer to refund all that he had gotten. 
Which Nero would not receive; but, 
however, from that time, he chang'd 
his courſe. of Life ; receiv'd few Vi- 
ſits, ſhunn'd Company, went little 
abroad; ſtill pretending to be kept at 
home, either by Indiſpoſition, or 'by 
his Study. Being Nero's Tutor, and 
Governor, all things went well, ſo long 
as Nero follow'd his Counſel. His 
two Chief Favorites, were Burrhus 
and Sexeca, who were both of them 
Excellent in their ways. Burrhus in 
his care of Military Aﬀairs, and ſeve- 
rity of Diſcipline ; Seneca for his Pre-. 
cepts, and Good Advice in the matter 
of Eloquence, and the Gentleneſs of an 
Honeſt Mind : aſſiſting one another 

in 
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SENECAS 
in that ſlippery Age of the. Prince 
( fays Tacitns,”) to aki him, by the 
Allowance -of Lawful Pleaſures, to 
the Love of Virtue. - Sexeca had - two 
Wives; the Name of the firſt is not 
mentioned.; his ſecond was Paulina, 
whom he often ſpeaks of with great 
Paſſion. By the former he had his 
Son Marcus, 


In the firſt year of Claudius he was 
Baniſh'd into Corfica, when Fulia the 
Daughter of Germanicus was accusd 
by Meſſalina of Adultery, and Baniſh'd 
' t00: Seneca being charg'd as one of 
the Adulterers. After a matter of Eight 
years, or upwards, in Exile, he was 
calld back, and as much in favour 
again as ever. His Eſtate was partly 
Patrimonial, but the greateſt part of 
it was the Bounty of his Prince. His 
Gardens, Villa's, Lands, Poſleſlions , 
and Incredible Sums of Money are 
agreed upon at all hands; which drew 
an Envy upon him. Do reports him 
to have had 250000 /, Sterling at In- 
tereſt in Brittany alone, which he 
calld in all at a Sum. The Court 
it ſelf could not þring him to Flat- 
br Ee tery ; 


| gt LIFE a E, 
tery ; and, for his Piety, Submiſſion, 
and Virtue, the Practice of his whole 
Life witneſſes for him. $o ſox, ſays 
he, as the Candle is taken away "7 
Wife, that knows my Cuſtom, lies ſtill, 
without a word ſpeaking : and then do 
T Recolleft all that I have ſaid, or done 
that day, and take my ſelf to ſbrift. 
And why ſhould T conceal, or reſerve any 
thing, or make any Scruple of engquiring 
into my Errors, when I can ſay to my 
ſelf, Do ſo no more, and for this once, 
I'll forgive thee > And again, What can 
be more Pious, and Self-denying, than 


this Paſſage, in one of his Epiſtles? ep. 96. 


Believe me now, when I tell you the -ve- 
ry bottom of my Soul : In all the Diff 
culties and Croſſes of my Life, this is 
my Conſideration : Since it is God's Will, 

do not only obey, but aſſent tot ; nor 
do I comply, out of Neceſſity, but Incli- 


nation. 


Here follows now, ſays Tacitus, the 


Death of Seneca, to Nero's great ſa- + 


tisfattion : Not ſo much for any preg- 
nant Proof againſt him, that he was of 
Piſo's Conſpiracy ; but Nero was re- 
fſelv'd to do that by the Sword, which 
he 


my De Ira, | 
lib. 3» 
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he could. not effet by Poyſon. For, it 
is reported, that Nero had corrupted 
Cleonicus ( a Freeman of Seneca's ) 
to give his Maſter Poyſon; which did 
not ſucceed : whether that the Servant 
had diſcover 'd it to his Maſter ; or that 
Seneca by his own Caution, and Fealon- 
fie, had avoided it ; for he lived only up- 
on a fimple - Diet, as the Fruits of the 
Earth; and his Drink was moſt common« 
ly River-water. | 


Natalis, it ſeems, was ſent upon a 
Vifit to him ( being indiſposd ) with a 
Complaint that he would not let Piſo 
come at -him ; and Advifing him to the 
Continuance of their Friends, and Ac 
quaintance , as formerly. To whom 
Seneca made Anſwer, That frequent 
Meetings, and Conferences betwixt them, 
could do neither of them any Good ; but 
that he. had a great Intereſt in Piſo's 
welfare. Hereupon Granius Silvarius 
( a Captain of the Guard ) was ſent to 
examine Seneca upon the Diſcourſe that 
paſsd betwixt him, and Natalis, aud 
' to return his Anſwer. Seneca, either 
by Chance, or upon Purpoſe, came that 
day from Campania, to a Villa of his 


own, 
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own , within four Miles of the City; 
and thither the Officer went the next 
Evening , and beſet the Place. He 
found Seneca at Supper with his Wife 
Paulina, and two of his Friends; © and 
gave him immediately an Account of his 
Commiſſion, Seneca told him, that it 
was true, that Natalis had been with 
bim, in Piſo's Name, with a Complaint, 
that Piſo could not be admitted. to ſee 
him; and that he excusd himſelf by 
reaſon of his want of health ; - and his 
defires to be quiet, and private ; and that 
he had no reaſon to prefer another Mans 
Welfare before his own. Cxfar him- 
ſelf, he ſaid, knew very wel that he 
was not a Man of Complement, having 
recetv'd more Proofs of his Freedom, 
than of his Flattery. This Anſwer of 
Seneca's was delivr d to Cxiar in the 
Preſence of Poppza and Tigellinus , 
the Intimate Confidents of this Barba- 
rous Prince : and Nero ask d him, Whe- 
ther he could gather any thing from Se- 
neca, as if he intended to make himſelf 
away ? The Tribunes Anſwer was, That 
he did not find him one jot myyd with 
the Meſſage : but that he went on round- 
ly with his Tale, and never ſo much as 
chang'd 
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| chawr d Countenance for the matter. 
Go bac 


k. 16 him then, ſays Nero, \and 
tell him, That he is Condemn'd:to 
Die. - Fabins Ruſticus delzvers 77, that 
the Tribune did not return the fame 
way he came, but went afide to Fenius 
(a Captain of that Name) and told 
him Czfar's Orders; asking his Ad- 
vice, whether he ſhould obey them, or 
not ; who bad him by all means to do as 


he was Ordered. Which want of Reſo- 


lution was fatal to them all; - for Sil 
vanus alſo, that was one of the Conſpi- 
rators, aſſiſted now to ſerve, and to in- 
creaſe thoſe Crimes, which he had before 
complotted to revenge. And yet he did 
ot think fit to appear himſelf m the 
buſineſs, but ſent a Centurion to Sene- 
ca, to tell him his Doom. Seneca, with- 
ont any ſurprize, or diſorder, calls for 
his Will; which being refus d him by 
the Officer, he tarn'd to his Friends, and 
told them, That fince he was not per- 
mitted to requite them as they deſeru'd, 
he was yet at liberty to bequeath them 
the thing of all others that he eſteemed 
the moſt, that is the Image of his Life : 
+ which ſhould give them the vn new 

both of Conſtancy, and Friendſhip, if 
they 
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PE" "ILIFFand DEATH. 
' they would but imitate it 5 exhorting- 
' them to a firmneſs of Mint; ſometimes 

By Good Counſel; otherwhite © bv be Nj 
henfron, as the occaſion requir d. ere, A 
fays he, is af your Philoſophy now # al | 
your Premeditated Reſolutions againſ# 
the violences of Fortune? Is there any .- 
Man ſo Ignorant of Nero's Cruelty, as _ 
to expeit, after the Murther of his Mo- "2 
ther, and his Brother, that h2 ſhould 
ever ſpare the Life of his Governor, 
and Tutor > After ſome General Ex- 
preſſions to this Purpoſe ; he took is 
Wife in his Arms, and having ſomes 
what fortified her againſt th! Preſent 
Calamity, he beſourht and conjur d her 
to moderate her Sorrows, and betake her 
ſelf to the Contemplations, and Comforts 
of a Virtuous Life; which would be a 
fair, and an ample Conſolation to her 
| for the boſs of her Husbaud. Paulina 
f on the other fide, tells him her determi- 
| nation to bear him Company, and Wills 
for the Executioner to do his Office Well, 
Jays Seneca, if after the ſweetneſs of 
Life, as T have repreſented it to thee, thou 
hadſt rather entertain an honourable 
Death, I ſhall not envy thy Example; 
conſulting, at the ſame time, the Fame of 
B the 


bs. th. SW. Ps. oa rg 


attend her.when he was gone. Our | Re- 
ſolution, ſays he, in this Generous Ad, 
may be equal, but thine will be the greater 
Reputation, After this, the Veins of 
both their Arms were open'd, at one and 
the ſame ſtroke. Seneca did not bleed 
ſo freely, his ſpirits being waſted with 
Age, and a thin Diet, ſo that he was 
ford to cut the Veins of his Thighs , 
and elſewhere, to haſten his diſpatch. 
When he was far ſpent, and almoſt fink- 
ing. under his Torments, he defir d his 
Wife to remove into another Chamber, 
leſt the Agonies of the one might work 
upon the Courage of the other. His Elo- 
quence continud to the laſt, as appears 
by the Excellent Things he deliver'd at 
his Death ; which being, taken in Wri- 
ting from his own Mouth, and publiſh'd 


#n his own Words, I ſhall not. preſume - 


ro deliver them in any other. Nero, 
in the mean time, who had no partica- 
lar Spite to Paulina, gave Orders to 
prevent her Death, for fear his Cruelty 
ſhould grow more and more Tnſuppor- 
table, and Odious. Whereupon the Sol- 
diers gave all freedom, and encourage- 
ment 


SENECAS A 
the Perſon he loud, and his own tender- ' 
meſs, for fear of the Injuries that might 
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LIPE and DEATH. 
ment to: her Servants, to Bind 54 her 
Wounds, 'and ſtop the Blood, which they 
did accordingly, but whether ſhe was 
ſenſible. of it or not, is a Queſtion. For 
among, the Common People, who are apt 
to judge the worſt, there were ſome of 
Opinion , . that as long, as ſhe deſpair d 
of Nero's Mercy, ſhe ſeem'd to Court 
the Glory of dying with her Flushand 
for Company , but. that upon the likelie 
hood of better Quarter, fhe was pre- 
wail d upon to out-live bim; And ſo, 
for ſome years, ſhe did ſurvive him, wih 
all Piety and Reſpeit to his Memory : 
Put fo miſerably pale and wan, * that eve 
ry body might Read the Loſs of her 
Blood and Spirits, in her very Counte= 
nance. | 
Seneca finding his Death ſlow, and 
lingring, defires Statius. Annzus ( his 
old Friend, and Phyſician) to give 
him a Doſe of Poyſon, which he had pros 
vided before-hand, being the ſame Pres 
paration which was appointed for Capi- 
tal Offenders in Athens. This was 
brought him, and he drank it up, but to 
little purpoſe, for his Body was already 
child, and bound up againſt the force 
of it, He went at laſt into a hot Bath, 
wy B 2 and 
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and ſprinklins ſome of his Servants 
that. were next him; This, fays he, is 
an Oblation 'to Jupiter the Deliverer. 
| The fume of the Bath ſoon diſpatch'd 
him, and his Body was Burnt, without 
any Funeral Solemnity, as he had di- 
refed \'in his Teſtament : though this 
Will of his was made in the height of his 
Proſperity, and Power. There was a 
Rumor that Subrius Flavius, in a pri- 
vate conſultation with the Centurions, 
had taken up this following Reſolution , 
(-and. that Seneca himſelf was no ſtran- 
ger to it ) that is to ſay, that after 
Nero ſhould have been ſlain by the help 
of Pifo, Piſo. himſelf ſhould have been 
kill d too : and the Empire deliver d up 


to Seneca ; as one that well deſerv'd it, 


for his Integrity and Virtue. 


SENECA 
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SENECA 
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BENEFITS. 


4 CHAP. L 


Of Benefits in General. 


T is, perhaps, one of the moſt per- 
nicious Errors of a Raſh, and In- 
conſiderate Life; the Common Ig- 
noranceof the World in the Matter 


of f from a Wilts And this 


ariſes from a Miſtake; partly, in 

the Perſon that we would Oblige; and part- 
ly in the thing it ſelf. To begin with the 
Latter; A Benefit is a good Office, done with 
Intention and Tudgment : that is to ſay, with 
a due regard to all the Circumſtances, of .Y 
A What ;, How ;, Why: When :, Where; to whom ; —_ 
how much; and the like, Or otherwiſe ; It 174 
5 a Voluntary, and Benevolent Aftion, that de- 

lights the Giver, in the Comfort it brings to the 
Receiver. It will be hard to draw this Sub- 

ject, either into Method, or Compaſs; the 

B 3 one, 
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SENECA Chap... 7 
one, becauſe of the infinite variety, and 
Complication of Caſes; the other, by rea-: - 
ſon of the large Extent of it: for the whole - 
Buſineſs ( almoſt ) of Mankindin Society, 
falls under this Head : The Duties of Kings, 
and Subjects; Husbands, and Wives ; Pa- 
rents,and Children ; Maſters,and Servants; 
Natives, and Strangers; High, and Low ; 
Rich,and Poor;Strong,and Weak; Friends, 
and Enemies. The very Meditation of it 
breeds good Blood,and generous Thoughts; 
and inftrutts us in all the Parts of Honour, 
Humanity, Friendſhip, Piety, Gratitude, 
Prudence, and Juſtice. In =, the Art 
and Skill of conferring Benefits, is, of all 
Humane Duties, the moſt abſolutely negecſ- 
ſary to the well-Being, both of Reaſonable 
Nature.,and of every Individual ; 'as the ve- 
ry Ciment of all Communities,and the Bleſ- 
ſing of Particulars. He that'does good to 
another Man, does good alſo to himſelf; 
not only in the Conſequence, but even in - 
the very Act of doing it; For the Conſci- 
ence of wel]-doing is an ample Reward. 
OF Benefits in Generalthere are ſeveral 
* Benefits ſorts; As * Neceſſary, Profitable, and Delight- 
Neceſſary, full, Some things there are, without which 
- bo xg we Cannot Live ; Others, without which we 
lightfut, Ought net to live; and ſome again, without 
which we W:/ln0t live. In the firſt Rank are 
thoſe, which deliver us from Capital Dan- 
BerS, or Apprehenſions of Death : And the 
avour is rated according to the hazard;for 
the greater theExtremity,the greater ſeems 
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the Obligation. The next is a Caſe where: 
in we may indeed Live, but we had better 
Dye: As in the queſtion of Liberty, Mo- 
deſty, and a good Conſcience. In the third 
place follow thoſe things which Cuſtome, 
Uſe, Aﬀaity, and Acquaintance have made 
dear ta us; As Husbands, Wives, Children, 
Friends, &c. Which an honeſt Man will 
Preſerve at his utmoſt Peril : Of things Pro- 
fitable there's a large Field ; as Money, Ho- 
nor, &c. to which might be added Matters 
of Superfluity, and Pleaſure. But, we ſhall 
open a way to the Circumſtances of a Bene- 
fit, by ſome previous, and more General 
deliberations upon the thing it ſelf. | 


andVulzar, 
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CHAP. II. 


Several Sorts of Benefits. 


\ X T'E ſhall divide Benefis into Abſolute, 


and ?Yulgar ; the One, appertain- 
ing to Good Lite; the Other, is onely 
Matter of Commerce. The former are the 
more Excellent, becauſe they can never be 
made void; whereas all Material Benefits 


are toſled back, and forward, and change 


their Maſter. There are ſome Offices that 
look like Benefits, but are onely deſirable 
Conveniences ; as Wealth, Title, &-c. and 
Theſe a Wicked Man may receive from a 
Good, or a Good Man, from an Evil. 
Others again that bear the face of Injuries, 
which are onely Benefits ill-taken; as Cut- 
ting, Lancing, Burning,under the hand of a 
Surgeon. The greateſt Benefits of all, are 


| thoſe of good Education, which we receive 


from our Parents, either in the ſtate of Ig- 
norance,or Perverſeneſs; as their Care and 
Tenderneſs in our Infancy ; Their Diſci- 
pline in our Childhood, to keep us to our 
duties by fear; and, if fair means will not 
do, their Proceeding afterwards to Seve- 
rity, and Puniſhment, without which we 
ſhould never have come to good. There are 
Matters of great value many times,that are 
but of ſmall price; as Inſtructions from a 
Tutor; 
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T utor; Medicines from a Phyſician, &c. 
And there are ſmall matters again which are 
of great conſideration to us: the Gift may 
be ſmall, and the conſequence great, as a 
Cup of cold Water in a time of need, may 
ſave a man's Life; ſome things are of great 
Moment to the Giver ; others to the Recej- 
ver ; One Man gives me a Houſe; another 
ſnatches me out, when ?tis falling upon my 
head ; One gives me an Eſtate; Another 
takes me out of the Fire, or caſts me out a 
Rope whenl am ſinking : Some good Offices 
we do to Friends ; others to Strangers; but, 
thoſe are the nobleſt that we do without 
Predeſert. There is an Obligation of Boun- 
ty; and an Obligation of Charity : This, 
in caſe of Neceſlity ; and That, in point of 
Convenicnce. Some Benefits are Common; 
others are Perſonal: as if a Prince ( out of 
pure Grace ) grant a Priviledge to a City; 
the Obligation lies upon the Community, 
and only upon every Individual,as a part of 
the whole ; but if it be done particularly for 
my ſake, then am I ſingly the Debtor fort. 
The cheriſhing of Strangers is one of the 
Duties of Hoſpitality ; and exerciſes it ſelf 
in the Relief,and Protection of the Diſtreſ- 
ſed. There are Benefits of good Counſel, 
Reputation, Life, Fortune, Liberty,Health ; 
nay, and of Superfluity, and Pleaſure. One 
Man obliges me out of his Pocket : Another 
gives me Matter of Ornament,or Curioſity: 
a third, Conſolation. To fay nothing of 
Negative Benefits; for there arc,that _ 
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SENECA Chap.IIE. 2 
kon it an Obligation if they do a Body no 
hurt; and place it to Accompt, as if they 
fav'd a Man, when they do not undoe him. 
Toſhnt up all in one word ; as Benevolence 
is the moſt ſociable of all Virtues,ſo it is of 
the largeſt Extent ; for there is not any Man 
either ſo grear, or ſolittle, but he is yet.ca- 
pable of giving, and of receiving Benefits. 


CHAP. III, 


DH Son may Oblige his Father ;, and a Ser- . 
vant his Maſter. | 


T HE Queſtion is (in the firſt place) 
Whether it may not be poſlible for a 


Father to owe more to a Son, in other re- 
|. * zbw far fpects, than the Son * owes. to his Father 
”. & Som may for his Being ? That many Sons are both 


Greater,and Better than their Fathers,there 
Is no Queſtion : as there are many other 
things that derive their Being from others, 
which yet are far greater than their Origi- 
nal. 1Is-not the Tree larger than the Seed ? 
the River than the Fountain ? The Fonnda- 
tion of all things lies hid, and the Super- 
Aryfure obſcures it. If I owe all to my 
Father, becauſe he gave me Life, I may owe 
2s much to a Phyſician that ſay*d his Life; 
for if my Father had not-been Cur, I had 
never been Begotten ; Or,if I ſtand indebt- 
ed for all that 1 am-to my Beginning; my 
Y | —_ Acknow- 
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Acknowledgment muſt run back to the very 
Original of all Homane Beings. My Father 
gave me the Benefit of Life, which he had 
never done, if his Father had not firſt given 
itto him. He gave me Life, not knowing 
to whom, and when I was in a Condition 
neither to feel Death, nor to fear is. That's 
the great Benefit, to give Life to one that 
knows how to uſe it; and that is capable of 
the Apprehenſtion of Death. ?Tis true, 
that without a Father I could never have 
had a Being; and ſo without a Nurſe that 
Being had never been improv'd; but I do 
not therefore owe my Virtue either to'my 
Nativity, or to her 'that gave me Suck. 
The generation of me was the leaſt part of 
the Benefit: For to live is common with 
Brutes; but, to live well is the main buſi- 
neſs; and that Virtue is all my own, ſaving 
what I drew from my Education. It does 
not follow that the firff Benefic muſt be the 
greateſt, becauſe without the firſt, the great- 
elt could never have been, The Father 
gives Life to the Son, but once; but if the 
Son faves the Father's Life often,though he 
do but his Duty ; it is yet a greater Benefit. 
And again, the Benefit that a Man receives 
is the greater, the more he needs it; but, 
the Living bas more need of Life, than he 
that is not yet born : So that the Father re- 
ceives a greater Benefit in the Continuance 
of his Life, than the Son in the Beginning 


of it. What if a Son deliver his Father * 


from the Rack; or, which is _ 
| im- 


SENECA Chap. III. " 
bimſelf down in his place ? The giving of 
him a Being, was but the Office of . a Fa- 
ther; a ſimple At; a Benefit given at a 
venture; beſide that he bad a Participant 
i it, and a regard to his Family. He gave 
only a ſingle Life, and he receiy*d a happy 
"one. My Mother brought: me into the 
World Naked, expos'd, and void of rea- 
fon ; but, my Reputation, and my Fortune, 
are advanc*d by my Virtue, Scip:e ( as yet 
in his Minority) reſcu'd his Father in a Bat- 
tcl with Harmbal; and afterward from the 
Practices, and Proſecution of a Powerful 
Faction ; covering him with Conſulary Har 
nors, and the Spoils of Publick Enemies. 
He made himſclf as Eminent for his Mode- 
ration, as for his Piety,and Military Know- 
ledge: He was the Defender, and the Eſta- 
bliſher of his Country ; He lefr the Empire 
without a Competitor; and made himſelf 
as well the Ornament of Roe, as the Secu- 
rity of it : and did not Scrpzo, in all this, 
more than requite his Father barely for Be- 
getting of him ? Whether did Archi/es more 
for e/&zeas, in dandling the Child in bis 
Arms, or Ezeas for his Father, when he 
carry'd him upon his Back through the . 
flames of Troy, and made his Name famous 
to future Ages, among the Founders of the 
Roman Empire? T. Manlius was the Son of 
a Sour, and Imperious Father, who baniſh*d 
him his Houſe as a Blockhead, and a Scan- 
dal to the Family : This Marlins, hearing 
that his Fathers Life was in Queſtion, _ 
a day 
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a day ſet for his Tryal, went to the Tri- 

bune that was concern'd in the Cauſe, and 
diſcours'd him about it.: The Tribune told 
him the appointed time, and withal (as an 
Obligation upon the young Man) that his 
Cruelty to his Son would be part of his Ac- 
cuſation : Manlizs, upon this,takes the Tri- 
bune aſide, and preſenting a Ponyard to his 
breaſt, Swear, ſays he, that you will let this 
Cauſe fall, or you ſhall have thu Dagger in the 
heart of you :, and now *tzs at your choice, which 
way you will deliver my Father. The Tri- 
bune Swore, and kept his Word ; and made 
a fair Report of the whole matter to the 
Council. He that makes himſelf Famous 
by his Eloquence, Juſtice, or Arms, illu- 
ſtrates his ExtraCtion, let it be never ſo 
mean; and gives ineſtimable Reputation 
to his Parents. We ſhould never haye heard 
of Sophroniſcs,but for his Son Socrates; nor 


of Ariſto, and Grylls, if it had not been for 


Xenophon, and Plato, , 

THIS 1s not to diſcountenance the Ve- 
neration we owe to Parents; nor to make 
Children the worſe, but the better; and to 
ſtir up generous Emulations: for, in Con- 
teſts of good Offices, both Parts are happy; 
as well the vanquiſt'd, as thoſe that over- 
come. It is the onely honourable diſpute 
that can arrfÞ-betwixt a Father and a Son, 
which of the two ſhall have the better of the 
other in the Point of Benefits. 

I' N the Queſtion betwixt a Maſter, and 
a Servant; we mult diſtinguiſh berwixr 
. 2 Bene- 
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By Benefits we underſtand thoſe good Offi- 


ces that we receive from Strangers, which 


* are voluntary, and may be forborn without 


blame. Dues are the Parts of a Son, and 
Wife; and incumbent upon Kindred and 
Relations. Offices 445niſterial belong to the 
part of a Servant. Now, fince it is the 
Mind, and not the Condition of the Perſon, 
that Prints the Value upon the Benefit, a 
Servant may oblige his Maſter, and ſo may 
a Subject his Sovereign, or a Common Sol- 
dier his General, by doing more than he is 
expreſly bound to do. Some things there 
are, which the Law neither Commands , 
nor forbids; and here the Servant Is free. 
It would be very hard for a Servant to be 
chaſtiz*d for doing leſs than his Duty, and 
not thank*d for*t when he does more. His 
Body, 'tis true, is his Maſter*s,but his Mind 


is his own: and there are many Commands: 


which a Servant ought no, more to obey, 
than a Maſter to impoſe. There 1s no Man 
ſo great, but he may both necd the help, 
and ſervice, and ſtand in fear of the Power 
and Unkindneſs, even of the meaneſt of 


Mortals. One Servant kills his Maſter, 


another ſaves him; nay, preſerves his Ma- 
ſter*s Life, perhaps,with the loſs of his own, 
He expoſes himſelf to Tormegt and Death; 
he ſtands firm againſt all threats and flat- 
teries: which is not only a Benefit in a 
Servant; but much the greater for his ſo 


being. 
WHEN 


2 Benefits,Duties, and Actions Miniſterial ; * 
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WHEN Domitz4 was beſieg?d in Corfi- 
nium, and the Place brought to great extre- 
mity ; he preſſed his Servant fo earneſtly to 


Poyſon him, that at laſt he was prevail'd - 


npon to give him a Potion : which, it ſeems, 
was an innocent Opiate, and Domitius out- 
liv'd it: Ceſar took the Town, and gave 
Domitins his Life; but it was his Servant 
that gave it him firſt. 

THERE was another Town beſieg?d,and 
when it was upon the laſt pinch, two Ser- 
vants made their eſcape, and went over to 
the Enemy : Upon the Romans entring the 
Town,and in the heat of the Soldiers fury, 
theſe two fellows ran direCtly home, took 
their Miſtreſs out of her Houſe, and drave 
her before them, telling every body how 
barbarouſly ſhe had us'd them formerly, 
and that they would now have their Re- 
venge: when they had her without theGares, 
they kept her cloſe til] the danger was over ; 
by which means, they gave their Miſtreſs 
her Life, and ſhe gave them their Freedom. 
This was not the Action of a Servile Mind, 
todo ſo Glorious a thing, under an appear- 
ance of ſo great a Villany; for if they had 
not paſs'd for Deſerters, and Parricides , 
they could not have gain'd their End. 

WITH - one Inſtance more { and that a 
very brave one) I ſhall conclude this Chap- 
tcr. | 

IN the Civil Wars of Rowe, a Party co- 
ming to ſearch for a Perſon of Quality that 
was proſcrib*d,a Servant put on his Maſter's 
Clothes, 
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"SENECA Chap.IV: 
Clothes,and deliver*d himſelf up to the Sol- 
diers, as the Maſter of the Houſe; he was 
taken into Cuſtody,and put to Death, with- 
out diſcovering the Miſtake. Whar could 
be more glorious.than for a Servant to dye 
for his Maſter? in that Age, when there 
were not many Servants that would not be- 
tray their Maſters? So generous a tender- 
neſs in a publick Cruelty; So invincible a 
Faith in a general Corruption; what could 
be more glorious, I ſay, than ſo exalted a 
Virtue, as rather ro chuſe death for the Re- 
ward of his Fidelity, than the greateſt ad- 
vantages he might otherwiſe have had for 
the violation of it ? 


CHA P. IV. 


Tt is the Intention, not the Matter, that g 
makes the Benefit. B 

8 

| 


HE Good will of the BenefaQtor is the 

Fountain of all Benefits: nay, it is the T 
Benefit it ſelf; or, at leaſt the Stamp that - W x; 
makes it valvable, and current. Some there I ;_ 
are,I know. that take the arter for the Be- 
nefit ; and tax the Obligation by weight and i ,4 
meaſure. When any thing is given them, Ii c 
they preſently caſt it up; What may ſuch a iſ 1 
Houſe be worth ? Such an Office ? Such an E- il .. 
ftate? As'if that were the Benefit, which is IM cj 
only the Sign, and Mark of it : For the ob- WW: 
ligation 
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ligation reſts in the 4£nd, not in the Met- 
ter; And,” all thoſe Advantages which we 
ſee, handle, or hold in actual Poſſeſſion by 
the Courteſie of another, are but ſeveral 
Modes,or Ways of. Explaining,and purting 
the Good Will in Execution. There needs 
no great fubtilty, to prove, that both Be- 
nefits and Injuries receive their value from 
the Intention, when even Brutes themſelves 
are able to: decide this Queſtion. Tread 
upon a. Dog by chance, or put him to pain 
upon the dreſling of a Wound ; the one, he 

es by As an Accident; and the other, 
in his faſhion, he acknowledges as a Kind- 
neſs; but, offer to ſtrike at him,though you 
do him no hurt at all, he flies yet in the face 
of you, even for the Miſchief that you bare- 
ty meant. lim. 


IT is further tobe obſerv?d,that all ' Be- ' 41 Be« 
nefitsare good ; and ( like the diſtributions "fs «re 
of Providence) made up of Wiſdom and ***** 


Bounty ; whereas the Gift it ſelf is neither 
good, nor bad, but may indifferently be ap- 
ply*d, either to the one, or to the other. 
The Benefit ts Immortal], theGift Periſhable: 
For, the Benefit ic ſelf continues, when we 
have no longer, either the Uſe, or the Mat- 
terof it. He that is dead, was alive; He 
that has loſt his Eyes, did ſee; and, what- 
ſoever is done, cannot be rendred undone. 
My Friend ( for Inſtance) is taken by Py- 
rates; I redeem him; and, after that, he 
falls into other Pyrates hands : his Obliga- 
tion to me is the ſame ſtill, as if -he lad pre- 
C ſerv'd 
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"SENECA Chap.ITV.*” 
ſerv*d his Freedom. And ſo, if I ſave a 
Man from any one Misfortune, and he falls 
into another; if | give him a Sum of Mo- 
ney, which is afterward taken away by 
Thieves; it comes to the fame Caſe. For- 
tune may deprive us of the Matter of a Be-. 
nefit, but the Benefit it ſel? remains invio- 
lable. - If the Benefit refided-in the Matter, 
that which is good for one Man, would be fo 
for another : whereas many times the very 
ſame thing given: to ſeveral Perſons, works | 
contrary efte&ts; even to the difference of | 
Life, or Death; and that which is one bo- 
dies Cure, proves another bodies Poiſon. | 
Beſide that the Timeing of it alters the va- | 
lae; and,a Cruſt of Bread upon a pinch, is { 
a greater Preſent than an Imperial Crown. P 
What is more familiar, than, in a Batre, to g 
ſhoot at an Enemy, and kilt a Friend ? Or u 
inſtead of a Friend, to fave an Enemy ? But 8 ta 

yet this diſappointment in the Event, does WF tt 

. not at all operate upon the Intention. What W ne 
if a Man Cures me of a Wen, with a ſtroak Wl fo 
that was deſign*d to cut off my Head? Or, W tic 

- with a Malicious blow upon my Stomach, MW Fi 

breaks an [mpoſthume ? or, what if he ſave W no 


my Life, with a Draught that was prepar*d © Or. 
to Poyſon me? The Providence of the Iſſue WM An 
does not at all diſcharge the Obliquity of the WM nat 
Intent. And the ſame Reaſon holds good i Ina 
even in Religion it {c1f: It is not the Incenſe, W one 
or the Offering that is acceptable to God, i the 
but the Purity, and Devotion of the Wor- wn 

ere 


ſipper. Neither is the bare Will, without 3 
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Action, ſufficient ; that is, where we have 
the means of Acting; for, in that Caſe, it 
ſgnifies as little to meſo well, without well 
doing, as to do good without wling it. There 
mult be Effe&, as wel as Intention,to make 
me owe a Benefit ; but;to will againſt it,does 
wholly diſcharge it. In fine, the Conſcience 
alone is the.Judge, both'of Benefits and In- 
uries- 
| 1 T does not follow now,becauſe the Be- 
nefit reſts in the * Good Will,that therefore 


2 The Good 


the Good Will ſhould-be always a Benefit ; Wi muſt 
for, if it be not accompany*d with Goyern- — 
ment, and Diſcretiong thoſe Offices which £37, ©" 


we call Benefits, are but the Works of Paſ- 
ſion, or of Chance; and, many times, the 
greateſt of all Injuries. One Man does me 
good by Miſtakezanother Ignorantly;a third 
upon force; but, none of theſe Cafes do [ 
take to be an Obligation ; for they were nei- 
ther directed to me, nor was there any kind- 
neſs of Intention : We do not thank the Seas 
for the advantages we receive by Naviga- 
tion; or the Rivers for ſupplying us with 
Fiſh, and flowing of our Grounds; we do 
not thank the Trees,either for their Fruits, 
or Shades ; or the Winds for a fair Gale : 
And, what's the differencebetwixt a reaſo- 
nable Creature, that does not know.,and an 
Inanimate,that cannot ? A good Horſe ſaves 
one Man's Life; a good Sute of Arms ano- 
ther's ; and, a Man perhaps, that never in- 
tended it, faves a Third. Where's the dif- 


F ference now betwixt the Obligation of the 


GC 2 one, 


Judgment. | 


En 


_ 


CT 


one, and of the other? A Man falls into a 
River,and the fright cures him of an Ague ; 


but not a Remedy. And ſo it is with the 
good we receive, either without or beſide, 
or contrary to-intention. Ir is the Mind, 
and not the Event, that diſtinguiſhes a Be- 
nefit from an Injury- 


C-H AP. V. 


well as Matter, and Intention; and eſpe- 
cially in the choice of the Perſon, 


| fit ; and the Jcatrer, that Conveys it ; 
Soit is the Judgment that perfects it : which 
depends upon ſo many Critical Nicerties , 
that the leaſt Error, either in the Perſon, 
the Matter, the Manner, the Quality, the 
Qranuity, the Time, or the Place, ſpoils 
a 


THE Conſideration of the Perſon is a 

1 The *MainPoint; for, weare togive by choice, 

' Choice of and not by hazard. My Inclination bids me 
the Perſon oblige one man, I am bound in Duty, and 

= OP Juſtice, to ſerve another ; here ®tis Charity, 

"  there?tis Pity; and, elſewhere perhaps En- 
couragement. . There are ſome that want, 

to whom | would not give; becauſe if [ 

did, they would want ſtill, Toone Manl 

would 
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we may call this a kind of lucky Miſchance, 


There muſt be TFudgment in a Benefit, as ; 


| S it is the Will that Deſigns the Bene- 
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would barely offer a Benefit ; but, I would 
preſs it upon another. To ſay the truth, 
we do not employ any Money to more pro- 
fir, rhan that which we beſtow; and ®tis not 
to our Friends, our Acquaintances, or Coun- 
trymen ; nor to this, or that Condition of 
Men, that we are to reſtrain our Bounties ; 
but, whereſoever there is a Man, there is 
a Place, and Occaſion for a Benefit. We 
give to ſome that are good already; to 
others, in hope to make them ſo; but we 
muſt do al with diſcretion : for, we are as 
anſwerable for what we give, as for what 
we receive: Nay, the miſplacing of a Bene- 
fit. is worſe than the not Receiving of it : 
For, the one is another Man?s fault ; but the 
other is mine. The Error of the Giver does 
, oft-times excuſe the Ingratitude of the Re- 
' WW ceiver; for, a favour ill plac'd is rather a 
h Profvſion, than a Benefit. It is the moſt 
* » WH ſhameful of Loſles, an Inconſiderate Bounty. 
ny 1 will chuſe a Man of Integrity, Sincere, 
Confiderate, Grateful, Temperate, Well- 
is WF natur'd; neither Covetous,nor Sordid. And 
when 1 have oblig*d ſuch a Man, though not 
2 WF} wortha Groat in the World, I have gain*d 
© my end. If wegive, only to receive, we 
we i loſe the faireſt objects for our Charity ; the 
od i abſenr, the Sick, the Captive, and the Nee- 
LY» WW dy. When we oblige thoſe that can never 
pay us again in kind; as a Stranger upon his 
nts Wh laſt Farewell; or a Neceſſitous Perſon upon 
if 1 his Death-bed , we make Providence our 
n | Debter, and rejoyce in the Conſcience even 
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_ of a fruitleſs Benefit. So long as we are 


affetted with Paſſions, and diſtrafted with 
hopes, and fears; and (the moſt unmanly 
of Vices) with our Pleaſures, we are 1ncom- 
tent Judges where to place our Bounties. 
ut, when Death preſents it ſelf, and that 
we come to our laſt Willand Teſtament, we 


. leave our Fortunes to the moſt worthy. He - 


that gives nothing but in hopes of receiving, 
muſt dye Inteſtate. It is the Honeſty of a- 
nother Man's Mind that moves the Kindneſs 
of mine; and I would ſooner oblige a Grate- 
ful Man, than an Ungrateful : but, this ſhall 
not -hinder me from doing good alſo to a 
Perſon that is known to be Ungrateful : On- 
ly with this difference, that I will ſerve the 
one In all Extremities with my life, and for- 
tune; and the other, no further than ſtands 
with my Convenience. But,what ſhall I do 
yowll fay, to know whether a Man will be 
grateful, or no? I will follow Probability, 
and hope the beſt. He that Sowes, is not 
ſure to Reap ;, nor the Seaman to reach his 
Port ; nor the Soldier to win the Field. He 
that Weds, is not fure his Wife ſhall be ho- 
neft; or, his Children dutiful : but, ſhall 
we therefore neither Sow, Sail, bear Arms, 
nor Marry ? Nay, if I knew a man to be in- 
curably thankleſs, I would yet be ſo kind as 
to put him into his Way,or let him Light a 
Candle,or Draw Water at my Well, which 
may ſtand him perhaps in great ſtead, and 
yet not be reckon'd as a Benefit from me; 
for I do ic carelcſly,and not for his ſake,but 
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my own; 23 an Office of Humanity, without 
any Choice, or Kindneſs. © _. [4 
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9 | 
The Matter of Obligations, with its Cir- 
cumſt ances. 73g 


| «| pr to the Choice of the Perr ſor,fol- 

lows that of the Matter; wherein a 
regard muſt be had to Time, Place, Propor- 
tion, Quality; and to the very Nicks of 
Opportunity, and Humour. One Man va- 
lues his Peace above his Honour; another, 
his Honour above his Safety ; and not a few 
there are, that ( provided they may fave 
their Bodies) never care what becomes of 
their Souls. © So that Good Offices depend 
much upon. Conſtruction. Some take them- 
ſelves to be oblig*d, when they are not; 
Others will not bclicve it when they ares 
and ſome again take Obligations,. and In- 
juries, the one, for the other. 

FOR our better direction, let it be no- - 
ted, That * a Benefit is a Common Tye, betwi.xt ' A Benefit ' | 
rhe Grver, and the Receiver, with a reſpett to #5 4 com- 
both, Wherefore, it muſt be accommodate cetng - 
to the Rules of Diſcretion; for all things ,- and 
have their Bounds, and Meaſures, and ſo Receiver. 
muſt Liberality among the reſt ; that ir be 
neither too much for the one, nor too little 
for the other; the Exceſs being every jot as 
bad as the Defett. Alexander beſtow'd a 


G 4 _ Cury 
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 Gity upbn one of his Favorites; - who mo- 
deſtly excuſing himſelf, Thar 5t was too much 
for him to receive : Well,” but, ſays Alexan- 
der, it is not too much for me to give : a haugh- 

- £y,certainly,and an imprudent Speech, for 
hat which was not,fit for the one to Take, 

could not be fit for the other to Give. Ir 
paſſes in the World for greatneſs of Mind, 
to be perpetually giving, and loading of 
People with Bounties : bur, *tis'one thing 
to know how to give, and another thing 
not to know how to keep. Give me a heart 
that's eaſie and open, but P11 have no holes 
int; let it be bountiful with Judgment, 
but VII haye nothing run out of it | know 
not how. How much greater was he that | 
refus*d the Gity, than the other that offer*d 
it ? Some men throw away their Money as 
if they were Angry with ir, which is the 
Error commonly of weak Minds, and large 
Fortunes. No Man eſteems of any thing 
that comes to him by Chance; but, when 
*tis Govern'd by Reaſon, it brings Credit 
both to the Giyer, and Receiver; whereas 
thoſe favours are, in ſome ſort, ſcandalous, 
that make a Man aſham*d of his Patron. 

..IT is a Matter of great Prudence, for. 

. 5 4 Benefir the BenefaQtor ? to ſuit the Benefit to the 
muſt be ſz- Condition of the Receiver ; who mult be, 
red to the either his Superiour, his Inferiour, or. his 

| Condition Equal; and that which would be the higheſt 

| & þ -_ Re- Obligation imaginable to the one, would, 

| + © pPcrhaps,beas great a Mackery, and Aﬀront 

' * toptheother; As a Plate of broken < go 
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' it,this General Rule muſt be obſerv?d, That 
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(for the Purpoſe) to a Rich Man, were ag 
Indignity, which to a Poor Man is a Cha- 
rity. The Benefits of Princes,and of Great 
Men, are Honours, Offices, Moneys, Pro- | 
fitable Commiſſions, Countenance, and Pro- | 
tection ; The Poor Man has nothing to Pre- 
ſent, but Good-Will, Good Advice, Faith, 
Induſtry, the Service and Hazard of his 
Perſon, an early Apple peradventure, or 
ſome other cheap Curioſity : Equals indeed | 
may correſpond in Kind; but, whatſoever 

the Preſent be, or to whomſoever we offer 


we always deſign the good and ſatisfaction 
of the Receiver; and,never grant any thing / 
to his detriment. *Tis not for a man to 
ſay, -I was overcome by Importunity, for 
when the Fever is off, we deteſt the man 
that was prevaiPd upon to our Deſtructi- 
on, I will no more undoe a man with his 
Will, than forbear ſaving him againſt it. It 
is a Benefit in ſome Caſes to Grant, and in 
others to Deny; So that we are rather to 
conſider the Advantage, than the Deſire of 
the Petitioner. For, we may, in a Paſlion, 
earneſtly beg for ( and take it ill to be de- 
ny*d too) that very thing, which, upon ſe- 
cond thoughts, we may come to Curſe, as 
the occaſion of a moſt Pernicious Bounty. 
Never give any thing that ſhall turn to Miſ- 
chief, Infamy, or Shame. 1 will conſider 
another Man's want, or ſafety; but ſo, as 
not to forget my own ; Unleſs in the caſe of 
a very excellent Perſon,and then I ſhall a 
| muc 


no giving of Water to a man in a Fever 
or putting a Sword into a Mad-man's hand ; 
He that lends a Man Money tacarry him to 


a Bawdy-houſe, or a Weapon for his Re- 


venge, makes himſelf a. partaker of his 
Crime. 

- HE that would make an 3 acceptable Pre- 
ſent, will pitch upon ſomething that is de- 
fir*d,ſfought for, and hard to be found ; that 
which he ſees no where elſe, and which few 
have ; or at leaſt not in that place, or ſea- 
ſon; ſomething that may be always in his 
Eye, and mind him of the Benefattor. If it 
be laſting and durable, ſo much the better ; 
as Plate, rather than Money; Statues, than 
Apparel; for it will ſerve as a Monitor, to 
miad the Receiver of the Obligation, which 


the Preſenter cannot - ſo handſomely do. , 


However, let it not be improper, as Arms 
toa Woman ; Books toa Clown; Toys to 
2 Philoſopher : I will not Gwe to any man 
that which he cannot receive; as if I threw 
a Ball to a man without bands; but I will 
make a Return, though he cannot receive lt ; 
for, my buſineſs is not to oblige him, but 
to free my ſelf: Nor any thing that may 
reproach a man of his Vice, or Infirmity : 
as falſe Dice to a Cheat ; Spectacles to a 
man that's blind. Let it not be unſeaſona- 
ble, neither : as a furr'd Gown in Summer 3 
an VUmbrellain Winter. It enhances the va- 
lue of the Preſent, if it was never given to 
him by any body elſe, nor by me to any 

: other ; 
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other ; for. that which we give to every bo» 
dy. is welcome to no body. The particu- 
larity does much, but yet the ſame-thing 
may receive a different Eſtimate from ſeve- 


| ral perſons; for,there are ways of marking 


and recommending itin ſuch a manner, that 
if the ſame good Office be done to twenty peo- 
ple, every one of them ſhall reckon himſelf 
peculiarly oblig?d : as a cunning Whore, if 
ſhe has a thouſand Sweet-hearts, will per- 
ſwade every one of them, that ſhe loves him 
beſt. Burt, this is rather the Artifice of Con- 
verſation, than the virtue of it. X 


THE Citizens of egara ſent Embaſla- + 


dors to 4 Alexander in the height of his G!o- + ret the 


ry, to offer him, as a Compliment, the Free- Preſent be 
dom of their City, Upon Alexander*s ſmi- /inzxlar, 


ling at the Propoſal, they told hinz, That it 
was a Preſent which they had never made, 
but to Hercules, and Himſelf: Whereupon, 
Alexander treated them kindly,and accepted 
of it; not for the Preſenters ſakes, but be- 
cauſe they had joyn*d him with Hercules, 
how unreaſonably ſoever: For Hercules Con- 
quer?d nothing for himſelf, but made it his 
buſineſs to vindicate, and to protect the 
miſerable, without any private Intereſt, or 
Deſign: But this intemperate young man 


(whoſe Virtue was nothingelſe but a ſucceſs- 


ful Temerity) was train'd up from his youth 
in the Trade of Violence: The Common 
Enemy of mankind ; as well of his Friends,as 
of his Foes; and one that valu'd himſelf up- 
on being terrible to all Mortals : never con- 

| ſidering 


+. 


dangerous, and as dreadful, as the fierceſt ; 
for, the poyſon of a Toad, or the Tooth of 
a Snake, will do a man's buſineſs as ſoon as 
the paw of a Tiger. 790. © 


CHAP. VII, 
The Manner of Obliging. 


HERE is not any Benefit ſo glorious in 
it ſelf, but it may yetbe exceedingly 
ſweetned, and emprov*d by the Manner of 
conferring it. The Virtue, I know, reſts in 
the Intent ; the Profit, in the Judicious Ap- 
plication of the Aatrer ; but,the Beauty,and 
Ornament of an Obligation lies in the Mar- 
zer of it; and it is then perfe&t, when the 
dignity of the Office is accompany*d with 
all the Charms, and Delicacies of Humani- 
ty, Good Nature, and Addreſs: and with 
Diſpatch too; for, he that puts a man off 
from time to time , was never right at 
heart. 

I'N the firſt place, whatſoever we give, 
let us\do it * frankly; A kind Benefactor 
makes a Man happy as ſoon as he can, and 
as much as he can. There ſhould be no de- 
lay in a Benefit, but the Modeſty of the Re- 
ceiver, If we cannot foreſee the Requeſt, 
let us however immediately grant it, and 
by no means ſuffer the repeating of ic. It 
15 ſo grievous a thing, to ſay, / BEG; the 
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very word. puts a Menout of Countenance ; 
and ?tis a double Kindneſs to do the thing, 
and fave an honeſt man the Confuſion of a 
Bluſh. It comes too late, that comes for the 
Asking,; for,notbing colts us ſodear,as that 
which: we purchaſe with our Prayers: It is 


' all we give,even-for Heaven it ſelf; and even 


there too,where our Petitions areat the fair- 
eſt,we chuſe rather to'preſent them in Secret 
Ejaculations, than by word of Mouth. That 
isthe laſting,and the acceptable Benefit, that 
meets the Receiver half way. The Rule is, 
we are to Give, as wewould Receive, chear- 
Fully, quickly, and without heſitation ; for 
there's no Grace in a Benefit that ſticks to 
the fingers. Nay, if there ſhould be occa- 
ſion for delay, let us, however, not ſeem to 
deliberate : for demwrring is next door to de- 


zying:;, and, ſo long as we ſuſpend, ſo long 


are: we unwilling. It is a Court-humour , 
to keep People upon the Tenters; their 
Injuries are quick,and ſudden, but their Be- 
nefits are flow. .Great Miniſters love to 
wrack men with Attendance; and account 
it an Oſtentation of their Power to hold 
their Suitors in hand, and to have many 
Witneſſes of their Intereſt. A Benefit ſhould 
be made acceptable by all poſſible means , 
even to the end that the Receiver, who is 
never to forget it, may bear it in his Mind 
with ſatisfaction. Fhere muſt be no mix- 
ture of Sourneſs, Severity, Contumely,. or 
Reproof, with our Obligations; nay, in 
caſe there ſhould be any occaſion for ſo much 
as 
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chearfully, 


8s an Admonition, letit be referr*d to ano- 
ther tine. We are ai great deal apter to 
remember Injuries,” than Benefits; and tis 
enough to. forgive .ats Obligation, that has 
the Nature of an Offence. : 
THERE are ſome that ſpoil a good 


Ofhce 2 afcer it is done; and others, in the ' 


very inſtant of doing .it. There mult be 
ſo much Entreaty and Importunity : nay, 
it we :do bat ſuſpect a Petitioner, we put 
on a ſour face; look another way; pre- 
tend Haſte, Company, Buſineſs; talk of 
other Matters, and keep him off with Arti- 
ficial Delays, let his Neceſlities be never 
fo preſling ; and when we are put to't at 
laſt, it comes ſo hard from vs, that *tis ra- 
ther Extorted, than Obraiwd ; and not fo 
properly the giving of a Bounty. as the quit- 
ting of a Man's hold _ the Tugg, when 
another is too ſtrong for him : ſo that this 
is but doing one kindnefs for me, and ano- 
ther for himfelf; He gives for his own Qui- 
et, after he has tormented me with difficul- 
ties, and delays. The Manner of Saying, 
or of Doing any thing, goes a great way 1n 
the. value of the thing it ſelf. 1r was well 
faid of him, that call'd a good Office that 
was done harſhly, and with an ill-will, 4 
Stony Piece of Bread; *tis neceſſary for him 
that is hungry, to receive it, but it almoſt 
chokes a Man in the going down. There 
muſt be no Pride, Arrogance of looks, or 
Tumour of Words in the beſtowing of Be- 


nefits; no Inſolence of Behaviour, but a Mo- - 


deſty 
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deſty of Mind, and a diligent care to catch: 
at occaſions, and prevent Neceflities. A 
Pauſe, an unkind Tone, Word, Look, or 
ACtion, deſtroys the Grace of a Courteſie. 
It corruptsa Bounty when it is accompany?d 
with State, Havghtineſs, and Elation of 
Mind in the giving of ic. Some have the 
Trick of ſhifting off a Suitor with a point 
of Wit, or a Cavil. As in the Caſe of the 
Cynick, that beg'd a Talent of Antigone ; 
That” t00 much, ſays he, for a Cynick_ to ah; 
and when he fell to a Peny , That's r00 lite 
tle, ſays he, for 4 Prince to give, He might 
have found a way to have compounded this 
Controverfie, by giving him a Peny, as to 
a Cynick.;, and a Talent, as from a Prince. 
W hatſoever we beſtow, let it be done with 
a Frank and Chearful Countenance ;, a Man 
muſt not give with-his Hand, and deny with 
his Looks; He that gives quickly, gives 
willingly. 

WE are likewiſe to 3 accompany Good ; ,..,,.. 
Deeds with Good Words; and ſay. ( for the pany good * 
Purpoſe ) Why ſhould you make ſuch a Mat- Deeds with ' 
ter of this ? Why did not you come to me ſooner ? 899d Words | 
Why would you make uſe of any body elſe? I 
take it Wl that you ſhould bring me a Recom- 
mendation ;, Pray let there be no more of thi ;, 
but when you have occaſion hereafter, come #0 
me upon your own \account, That's the glo- 
rious Bounty, when the Receiver can ſay 
to himſelf, What a bleſſed day has this been 
to me neverwas any thing done ſo generouſly , 
ſo tenderly, with ſo good a Grace, What i it -- 

ou 


times as much another way could not have given 
me this ſatisfattion, In ſuch a Caſe, let the 
Benefit be never fo: conſiderable, the nman- 
ner of conferring it is yet the nobleſt part. 
Wherethere is harſhneſs of Language,Coun- 
tenance, or Behaviour,a Man had better be 
without it. A flat denyal is infinitely before 
a vexatious delay; as a quick -Death is a 
Mercy compar*d with a lingring Torment, 
But to be pur to Waitings, and Interceſli- 
ons, after a promiſe is paſt, is a Cruelty In- 
tolerable. . ? Tis troubleſome to ſtay long 
for a Benefit, let it be never ſo great; and 
he that holds me needleſly in pain loſes two 
precious things, Time, and the proof of 
Friendſhip. Nay, the very hint of a man's 
wants comes many times too late. If Thad 
Money, ſaid Socrates, I would buy me a Cloak, 
They that knew he wanted one, ſhould have 
prevented the very Intimation of that want. 
Its not the Value of the Preſent, bur the 
Benevolence of the Mind, that we are to 
conſider. _— me but a little ;, but, it wat 
generouſly, ana frankly done; it was a little, 
out of a little: be gave me it without asking ; 
be preſt it upon me;, be wateb*d the opportumty 
of doing it, and took it as' an Obligation upon 
himſelf. On the other fide, many Benefits 
are great in ſhew, but little, or nothing per- 
haps in effect ; when.they come hard, ſlow, 
or at unawares. That which is given with 
Pride and Oſtentation, is rather an Am- 
'bition than a Bounty, | 
SOME 
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SOME Favours are to be conferr'd in 


Charges, or whatſoever elſe gives a Man 


Offices we do for a Man in Want, Diltreſs, 
or under Reproach; theſe ſhould be known 
only to thoſe that have the Benefir of chem. 
Nay, not to them neither, if we can hand- 
ſomely conceal it from whence the favour 
came: For the Secrecy in many Caſes, is a 
main part of the Benefit. There was a good 
man that had a Friend, who was both Poor 
and Sick,and aſham'd to own his Condition : 
He privately convey'd a Bag of Money 
under his Pillow, that he might ſeem rather 
to find, than receive it. Provided I know 


| WH that 1 give it, no matter for his knowing 
; Wl from whence it comes that receives it. Ma- 
Wl nya man ſtands in necd of help, that has not 
- Wh the face to confeſs it : if the diſcovery may 
© Wl give Offence, let it lye conceal'd ; He that 
0 ives to be ſeen, would never relieve a man 
4 Win the Dark. It would be tedious to ran 
*; Mthrough all the Niceties that may oecurre 
"3 Mupon this Subject. But in two words, he 
ty Wmauſt be a Wiſe, a Friendly, and a Well-bred 
on Wman, that perfectly acquits himſelf in the 


\rt, and Duty of Obliging ; for all his 


r- WAttions muſt be ſquared according to the 
Wy eaſures of C:vi ity, Good Nature; and 
ith WD-[cretign, 

m- | 
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4 Publick,; others in Private. In Publick,, * Some Fas 
the Rewards of great Actions; as Honours, *%* 7n 


Reputation in the World; but, the good private, 
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CHA P, VIII. 
The Difference and Value of Benefits. 
WE have already ſpoken of Benefits in 


General; the Matter and the Inten. 
t:0n, together with the Marner of confer- 
ring them. It follows now, in Courſe, to 
ſay ſomething of the Yalue of them ; which 
is rated, either by the Good they do us, or 
by the Inconvenience they fave us, and has 
no other Standard than that of a judicious 
Regard to Circumſtance,and Occafion. Sup- 
poſe | ſave a man from Drowning, the Ad- 


vantage of Life is all one to him, from what. 


hand ſoever it comes; or by what means: 
but, yet there may be a vaſt difference in the 
Obligation. I may do it with Hazard, or 
with Security ; with Trouble, or with Eaſe; 
Willingly, or by Compulſion ; upon later- 
ceſſion, or without it : l may havea proſpect 
of vain Glory, or Profit; I may do it in 
Kindneſs to another, or an hundred By-Ends 
to my ſelf; and every point does exceeding- 
ly vary the Caſe. Two perſons may part 
with the ſame Sum of Money, and yet not 
the ſame Benefit; the One had it of his own, 
and it was but a lzt:le out of a great deal; the 
Other borrow”'d it,and b:ſtow?d upon me that 
which he wanted for himſelf. Two Boys 
were ſent out to fetch a certain perſon to 
their Maſter : The one of them hunts up and 


down,} 
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down, and comes home again aweary, with- 
out finding him; the other falls to play with 


his Companions at the Wheel of Fortune, 
ſees him by chance paſling by, delivers him 
his Errant, and brings him. He that found 
him by chance deſerves to be puniſh'd; and 
he that ſought for him, and miſgd him, to 
be rewarded for his good 'W1l. 


IN ſome Caſes we value * the Thing ; in 14+ value 
others, the Zaborr, and Attendance, W hat the Thing, ' 
can be more precious than Good Manners, #>*Labour, 
good Letters, Life, and Health ? and yer 7 4m 


we pay our Phyſicians, and Tutors, only for 
their Service in their Profeſſions. 1f we buy 
things cheap, it matters nor, ſo long as *cis 
a Bargain : *tis no Obligation from the Sel- 
ler, it no bodyelſe will give him more for*c. 


— What would not a Man give to be ſet aſhore 


ina Tempeſt? For a Houſe in a Wilder- 
neſs? A Shelter in a Storm? A Fire, or a bit 
of Meat, when a Man's pinch*d with Hun= 
ger or Cold? A Defence againſt Thieves, 
and a thouſand other Matters of grcat Mo- 
ment, that coſt bur little ? And yet we know 
that the Skipper has bur his freight for our 
Paſlage; and the Carpenters and Bricklayers 
do their Wark by the day. Thoſe are many 
times the greateſt Obligations, in truth, 
which, in vulgar Opinion are the ſmalleſt : 
as Comfort to the Sick, Poor, Captivcs; 
good Counſel, k-eping of People from 
Wickedneſs, cc. Wherefore we ſhould 
reckon our ſelyes to owe moſt for the No- 
bleſt Benefits. If the Phyſician adds Care, 
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dance, 


and the Tutor, to the common method © 


neareſt of my Relations: for,to watch with 
me; tobe troubled for me; and to put off 
all other Patients for my ſake, is a particu- 
lar kindneſs : and fo is it in my Tutor, if 
he takes more pains with me than with the 
reſt of my fellows. It is not enough, in this 
Caſe, to pay the one his Fees, and the other 
his Sallary ; but I am indebted to them over 
and above for their Friendſhip. The mean- 
' eſt of Mechaniques, if he does his Work 
with Induſtry, and Care, *tis an uſual thing 
to caſt in ſomething by way of Reward, 
More than the bare Agreement : And, ſhall 
we deal worſe with the Preſervers of our 
Lives, and the Reformers of our Manners ? 
He that gives me Himſelf (if he be worth 
taking) gives the greateſt Benefit: And, 
this is the Preſent which e/£/chines, a poor 
Diſciple of Socrates,made to his Maſter,and 
aS a Matter of great Conſideration ; Others 
may have given you much, ſays he, but 1 am 
the only Man that has left nothing to himſelf : 
Thu Gift, ſays Socrates, you ſhall never repent 
of, for I will take care to return it better than 
1 fond it : So that a brave Mind can never 
want Matter for Liberality in the meaneſt 
Condition; for, Nature has been ſo kind to 
us, that where we have nothipg of Fortuncs, 
we-may beſtow ſomething of our own. 
2 4 Bexeft LT falls out often, that a Benefit is fol- 
folow'd by low'd with an* Injury; let which will be fore» 
An Inry. moſt, 
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his buſineſs; I am to eſteem of them as the 
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moſt, it is with the latter, as with one 
Writing _ another; it does in a great 
meaſure hide the former, and keep it from 
appearing, but it does not quite take it 
away. We may, in ſome Caſes, divide them, 
and both Requite the One, and Revenge the 
other ; or otherwiſe compare them,to know 
whether I am Creditor, or Debtor. You 
have oblig*d me in my Servant, but wound- 
ed me in my Brother; you have ſay'd my 
Son, but you have deſtroy*d my Father: In 
this Inſtance, I will allow as much as Piety, 
and Juſtice, and Good Nature will bear ; 
but 1 am not willing to ſer an Injury againſt 
a Benefit. I would have ſome reſpect to the 
Time; the Obligation came firſt; and then 
— the one was deſign*d, the other 
againſt his Will ; nnder theſe Conſiderations 
I would amplifie the Benefit, and leſſen the 
Injury; and extinguiſh the one with the 
other; nay, I would pardon the Injury even 
wichout the Benefit, but much more after it. 
Not that a Man can be bound by one Bene- 
fit ro ſuffer all ſorts of Injuries; for, there 
are ſome Caſes, wherein we lye under no 
Obligation for a Benefit; becauſe a greater 
Injury abſolves it. As for Example : A Man 
belps me out of a Law-Sute, and afterwards 
commits a Rape upon my Davghter ; where 
the following Impiety cancels the antece- 
dent Obligation. A Man lends me a litcle 
Money, and then ſets my Houte on fire : the 
Debtor is here turn*d Creditor, when the 
Injury out-weighs the Benefit. Nay, it a 
D 3 Mag 
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Office done, and grow Sour and Inſfolent 


upon it, and upbraid me with it : if hedid 


it only for his own fake, or for any other 


reaſon,than for mine; I am in ſome degree, 


more, or Ilc{6, acquirted of the Obligation. 
I am not art all beholden to him that makes 
me the Inſtrument of his own Advantage. 
He that does me good for his own ſake, Þll 
do him good for mine. 


8 The Caſe SUPPOSE a Man makes Suit for a 3 Place, 
of a Condt- and cannot obtain it, but vpon the Raniom 


C—_— of ten Slaves 'out of the Gallies, If there 


be Ten, and no more, they owe him no- 
thing for their Redemption, they are yet 
indebted to him for the Choice, for he 
might havetaken Tenothers as well as theſe. 
Pur the Caſe again, thar by an Act of Grace 
ſo many Priſoners are to bz: releaſed ; their 
Names to be drawn by Lot, and mine hap- 
pens to come out among the reit : One part 
of my Obligation is to him that punt me in 
a Capacity of Freedom ; and, the other is 
to Providence, for my being one of that 
Number. The greateſt Benefits of all, have 
no Witneſles, but lie concealed in the Con- 
ſcience. | 

THERE'S a great difference betwixt a 


4 0bligati- Common Obligation, and Particular; #4 he 
ons common that lends my Country Money, obliges me, 
and Perſ%- only as a part of the whole. Plaro croſ'd 


the River, and the Ferry-Man would take 
no Money of him: He reflected upon it as 


an honour done to himſelf; and told _ 
P 
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Man does bur ſo much as repent of a good 
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That Plato was in his Debe, But Plato, when 
he found it to be no more than he did for 
others, recalled his Word , For, ſays he, 
Plato will owe nothing in particular, for a Be- 
nefit in Common ;, what 1 owe with others, I'will 
pay with others, 


SOME will have it, that the N eceſlity 5 Obligati- 
5 of wiſhing a Man well, is ſome abatement ons upon 
to the Obligation in the doing of him a good Neceſſity. 


Office. But, I ſay, on the cogtrary, that 
it is the greater, becauſe the good will can- 
not be chang?d. ?Tis one thing to ſay, That 
3 Man could not but do me this or that Ci- 
vility, becauſe he was forc'd to*t; and ano- 
ther thing, That he could not quit the 
good Will of doing it. In the former Caſe, 
I ama Debtor to him that impos'd the force; 
in the other, to himſelf. An unchangeable 
good Will is an indiſpenſable Obligation : 
and, to fay, that Nature cannot go out of 
her Courſe, does not diſcharge us, of what 
we owe to Providence. Shall he be ſaid ro Will, 
that may change his Mind the next mo- 
ment? And, ſhall we queſtion the Will of 
the Almighty, whoſe Nature admits no 


change ? Muſt the Stars quit their Stations, , 


and fall foul one upon another ? Muſt the 
Sun ſtand ſtill in the middle of his Courſe, 
and Heaven and Earth drop into a Confu- 
ſion ? Muſt a devouring Fire ſeize upon the 
Univerſe; the Harmony of the Creation be 
diſſoly*d ; and the whole Frame of Nature 
ſwallow?d up in a dark Abyſſe? and, will 
nothing leſs than this ſerve to convince the 
D 4 World 
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World of their audacious and impertinent 
Follies? Ir is not to ſay, that, Theſe Hea- 
venly Bodjes are not made for #5 ;, for, in part 
they are ſo; and weare the better for their 
Virtuzs and Motions,whether we will or no: 
though undoubtedly the Principal Cauſe, is 
the iiualterable Law of God. Providence 
is not mov*d by any thing from without ; 
bur, the Divine Will is an Everlaſting Law; 
an Immutable Decree; and the [mpoſlibili- 
ty of Variation proceeds from God's pur- 
poſe of perſevering ; for he never repents 
of his firſt Counſels. It is not with our Hea- 
venly, as with our Earthly Father. God 
thovght of us, and provided for us, before 
he mzde us: ( for. unto him all future events 
are prelent :) Man was not the Work of 
Chance; his Mind carries him above the 
flight oi- Foftune, and naturally aſpires to 
the Contemplation of Heaven, and Divine 
Myſteries. How deſperate a Phrenſie is it 
now, to ugdervalue,; nay; to contemn,and 
to diſclaim theſe Divine Bleſlings, without 
which we are utterly incapable of enjoying 
any other ? 00 
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| CHAP. IX, 
An Honeſt Man cannot be Out-done in 
Courteſie. | 


| by paſſes in the World for a Generous, 
| and a Magnificent ſaying, that, *Tic a 

ſhame for a Man to be Out-done in Courteſie - 
And, it's worth the while to examine both 
the Truth of it, and the Miſtake. Firſt, 
there can be no ſhame in a Virtuous Emula- 
tion; and, Secondly, there can be no Victo- 
ry without croſling the Cudgels, and yield- 
ing the Cauſe. One Man may have the ad- 
vantages of Strength, of Means, of For- 
tune; and this will undoubtedly operate 
upon the Events of good purpoſes, but yet 
without any diminution to the Virtue. The 
good Wil} may be the ſame in both, and yet 
One may have the Heels of the Other; For, 
it is not in a good Office, as in a Courſe; 
where he wins the Plate that comes firſt to 
the Poſt : And even There alſo, Chance has 
many times a great hand in the Succeſs. 
Where the Conteſt is about Benefits; and 
that the One has not only a Good Will, but 
Matter to work upon, and a Power to put 
that Good Intent in Execution : And the 
Other has barely a Good Will, without either 
the ears, or the Occaſion of a Requital ; if 
þe does but affeCtionately wiſh it, and endea- 

our it; the laiter is no more Oyercome, 
ix in 
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in Courteſie, than he is in Courage. that dies 
with his Sword in his Hand, and his Face to 
the Enemy, and, without ſhrinking, main- 
tains his Station : For, where Fortune is Paxr- 
tial, ?Tis enough that the Good Wl is equal. 
There are two Errors in this Propoſition : 
Firſt, to imply, that a good Man may be 
Overcome; and then to imagine, that any 
thing Shameful can befal him. The Spar- 
tans prohibited all thoſe Exerciſes where 
the Victory was declar*d by the Confeſſion 
of the Contendent. The 300 Fabs: were ne- 
ver ſaid to be Conguer'd, but Slain; nor Re- 
galus to be Overcome, though he was taken 
Priſoner by the Carthagimans, The Mind 
may ſtand firm under the greateſt Malice, 
and lniquicy of Fortune; and yet the Gi- 
ver and the Receiver continue upon equal 
Terms: As we reckon it a drawn Battel , 
when two Combatants are parted, though 
the One has loſt more Blood than the Other. 
He that knows how to Owe a Courteſie, and 
heartily wiſhes that he could Requite it, is 
Invincible; So that every Man may be as 


. Grateful as he pleaſes. ?Tis Your Happineſs 


to Give, ?Tis my Fortune that I can only 
Receive. What advantage now has your 
Chance over my Virtue? Bur, there are 
ſome Men that have Philoſophiz'd them- 
ſelves almoſt out of the ſenſe of Humane 


Aﬀections; as Diogenes, that walk*d Naked 


and Unconcern'd, through the middle of 
Alezander*s Treaſures; and was, as well in 
other Mens Opinions, as in his Own, even 
above 
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above Alexander himſelf, who, at that time, 


had the whole World at his Feet : for, 
there was more that the One ſcorn'd to 
Take, than thar the Other had in his Power 
to Give; And, it is a greater Generolity 
for a Beggar to Refuſe Money, than for a 
Prince to beſtow it. This is a remarkable 
Inſtance of an immovable Mind ; and there's 
hardly any contending with it; but a Man 
is never the leſs Valiant for being worſted 
by an Invulnerable Enemy ; nor the Fire 
one jot the weaker, for not conſuming an 
Incombuſtible Body; nor a Sword ever a 
whit the worſe for not cleaving a Rock 
that is impenetrable; neither is a grate- 
ful Mind overcome for want, of an anſwer- 
able Fortune, No matter for the inequa- 
lity of the things Given, and Received, ſo 
long as, 1n point of good Aﬀection, the two 
Parties ſtand upon the ſame Level. *Tis 
no Shame not to overtake a Man, if we fol- 
low him as faſt as we can. That Tumor of 
a Man, the vain-glorious Alexander,was us?d 
ro make his boaſt, that never any Man went 
beyond him in Benefits; and yet he liv*d to 
ſee a poor fellow ina Tub, to whom there 
was nothing that he could Give, and from 
whom there was nothing that he could take 
away. 


N OR is it always neceſſary for a poor 4 Wiſe 
Man to fly to the Sanctuary of an Invinci- Friend 5 . 


ble Mind, to quit ſcores with the Boun- 
ties of a Plentiful Fortune; but, it does 
often fall out, that the Returns which 
he 


he cannot make in k:*vz4, are more than 
ſupply*d in dignity and value. Archelawe a 
King of Macedon, invited Socrates to his Pa- 
lace; but he excus'd himſelf as unwilling to 
receive greater Benefits than he was able to 
Requite. This perhaps was not Pride in 
Socrates, but Craft ;, for he was afraid of be- 
ing forc*d to accept of ſomething which 

flibly y__ have been unworthy of him : 
beſide that he was a Man of Liberty, and 
loth to make himſelf a voluntary Slave. 
The truth of it is, that Archelaws had more 
need of Socrates, than Socrates of Arche- 


laws; for, he wanted a Man to teach him 


the Art of Life, and Death, and the Skill 
of Government ; to read the Book of Na- 
tnre to him, and ſhew him the Light at 
Noon-day : He wanted a Man, that, when 
the Sun was in an Eclipſe, and he had lock'd 
himſelf up in all the horror, and deſpair 
imaginable; he wanted a Man, I ſay, to de- 
liver him from his apprehenſions, and to ex- 
pound the Prodigy to him, by telling him, 
That there was no more in't, than only thar 
the 14oon was got betwixt the' Sw, and the 
Earth, and all would be well again preſently. 
Let the World Judge now, whether -4- 
chelars his Bounty, or Socrates his Philoſophy, 
would have been the greater Preſent : He 
- does not underſtand the value of Wiſdom 
and Friendſhip ,- that does not know a 
wiſe Friend to be the Nobleſt of Preſents. 
A Rarity ſcarce to be found, not only in a 
Family, but in an Age; and no where more 
wanted 
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wanted than where there ſeems to be the 
greateſt ſtore. The greater a Man b, the 
more need he has of him; and the more 

ificulty there is both of finding, and of 
wing him. . Nor is it to be ſaid, that, 
I cannot requite ſuch a Benefattor, becauſe I 
4m poor, and have it not ;, 1 can give good 
Counſel; a Converſation, wherein he may 
take both Delight, and Profit; Freedomof 
Diſcourſe without Flattery ; kind attentiong 
where he deliberates; and Faith inviola- 
ble where he cruſts; 1 may bring him to a 
love, and knowledge of Truth; deliver 
him from the errors of his Credulity, and 
teach him to diſtinguiſh betwixt Friends, 
and Paraſites. 


CHAP. X, 


The Queſtion diſcuſ®d, Whether ar n9 « 
Alan may Guue, or Return a Benefit to 
himſelf. ; 


THERE are many Caſes wherein a Man ' 
cM muy w* _— y of Fra As 
for Example. thank. my ſelf for thu, I ' 
am angry at my fulf, I haze my ſelf for Thas. 


And this way of Speaking has raiſed a Diſ- 
pute among the Stoicks, Whether or no 4 
Man may Gove, or Return a Benefit to bim- 
elf. For, ſay they, if I may hurt my Self, 
1 may oblige wy Sslf; and, that which 

were 
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. were a Benefit to another Body, Why is 
-It not ſo to my Self? And, Why am not [ 


as Criminal in being ungrateful to my Self, 
as if I were ſo to another body? And, the 
Caſe is the ſame in Flattery, and ſev#ral 
other Vices; as on the other ſide, it is a point 
of great Reputation for a Man to Com- 
mand himſelt. Plato thank*d Socrates for 
what he had LZearr'd of him; and Why 
might not Socrates as well thank Plaro for 
that which he had Tazght him ?. That which 
you want, ſays Plato, borrow it of your Self. 
And why may not I as well Give to my 
Self, as Lend? If I may be angry with 
my Self, I may Thank my Self; and, if I 
Chide my- Self, I may as well Commend 
my Self, and do my Self Good, as well as 
Hurt : There's the ſame reaſon of Contra- 
ries. ?Tis a Common thing to ſay, S«ch 
a Man hath dohe himſelf an Injury. If an 
Injury, Why nota Benefit ? Bur, 1 ſay, that 


- no Man can be a Debtor to himſelf; for, the 


Benefit muſt naturally precede the Acknow- 
ledgment; and, a D-btor can no more be 
without a Creditor, than a Husband with- 
out a Wife. Some body muſt Give, that 
ſome body may Receive; and, ?tis neither 
CS nor Receiving, the paſling of a 
thing from one hand to the other. What 
if a Man ſhould be ungrateful in the Caſe? 
there*s nothing loſt ; for, he that gives it 


' has it : and he that Gives, and he that Re- 


ceives, are one and the ſame Perſon. Now, 


properly Speaking, no Man can be ſaid to 
beſtow 
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beſtow any thing upor himſelf, for he obeys 
his Nature, that prompts every Man to do 
himſelf all the good he can. Shall l call him 
Liberal, that gives to himſelf, or Good Na- 
tur'd, that pardons himſelf; or Pitiful,that 
is affected with his own-Misfortunes ? That 
which were Bounty,Clemency, Compaſſion, 
to another, to my ſelf, is Nature. A Be- 
nefit is a Voluntary thing; but, to do good 
to my Self, is a thing Neceſſary. Was ever 
any Man commended for getting out of a 
Ditch,or for helping himſelf againſt thieves? 
Or, W hat if | ſhould allow, that a Man may 
'confer a Benefit upon himſelf ? yet he can- 
not owe it, for he returns it in the ſame in- 
ſtant that he receives it. No Man Gives, 
Owes, or makes a Return, but to another. 
How can one Man do that, to which two 
Parties are requiſite in ſo many reſpeCts? 
Giving, and Receiving muſt go backward, 
and forward, betwixt two Perſons. If a. 
Man Give to himſelf, he may Sell to him- 
ſelf: But, to ſell, is to alienate a thing, and 
to tranſlate the right of it to Another ; now, 
to make a Man both the Giver, and the Re- 
celver, is to Unite Two contraries. That?s 
a Benefit, which, when it is Given, may poſ- 
ſibly not be Requited ; but he that Gives 
to himſelf, mult neceſſarily Receive what 
he Gives; beſide, that all Benefirs are Given - 
for the Receiver's ſake, but that which a 
Man does for himſelf, is for the ſake of the 


Giver. 
THIS 
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THIS is one of thoſe Subtilties, which, 
though hardly worth a Man's while, yer it is 
not labour abſolutely loſt neither. There 
is'more of Trick and Artifice in it, than 
Solidity ; and yet there's matter of diver- 
ſion too; enough perhaps to paſs away a 
Winters Evening, and keep a Man waking 
that's heavy-headed 


CHARM K£&t 


How far one Man may be oblig?d for a Be- 
zefit done to Another. : | 


 H E Queſtion now before us, requires” 


Diſtinttion, and Caution. For, though 
it be both Natural, and Generous, to wiſh 
well to my Friends Friend; yet, a Second- 
hand Benefit does not bind me any further , 
than to a Second-band Gratitude; So thar I 
may receive great Satisfaftion, and Advyan- 
tage, from a good Office done to my Friend, 
and yet lye under no Obligation my ſelf. 
Or, if any Man thinks otherwiſe ; I muſt ask 
him in the firſt place, Where it begins; and 
How far it extends? that it may not be 
boundleſs. Suppoſe a Man Oliges the Son ; 
Does that Obligation work upon the Fa- 
ther ? and why not upon the Unkle too? 


The Brother ? The Wife ? The Siſter ? The ' 


' Mother? Nay, upon all that have any kind-' 
. neſs for him? and, vpon all the Lovers of 
his Friends ? agd upon all that loye them 
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too 2-and ſo in Infintxm; In this Caſe.we 
muſt have Recourſe, as-is. ſaid heretbfore, 


- to the Intention of the Benefactor ; and fix 


the Obligation upon. him, . unto wham: the 
Kindneſs was direted*Mf:a Man Manures 


my Ground, keeps my Houſe from burning, 


or falling, ?tis a Benefit to me, for I'am the 
better for it, and my-Houſe and Land are in- 
ſenſible, + -But if he ſave the Life of my Son, 
the Benefit is to my Son.” It is a Joy;' and a 
Comfort to me, but no -Obligation.*. 1 am 


as much concern*d as I. oughtito' be 1n the: 
'Health,the: Felicity, and che Wellfare of my' 


Son ; as happy in the Enjoyment of - him ; 
And, I ſhould be as unhappy as is :poſlible 
in his Loſs; bur, it does not follow, [that L 
muſt of neceſlity lie under an Obligation, 
for being either happier, or leſs miſerable, 
by another bodies means. There are ſome 
Benefits, which, although: conferr?d upon 
one Man, may yet work upon others;' as. a 
Sum of Money may be given to'a poor: man 
for his own ſake, which, in the Confe- 
quence, proves the Relief of his wkoteFa- 
mily ; but ſtill the immediate Receiver is 
the Debtor for it; for the Queſtion. is'nor,, 
To whom it comes afrerward tobe trans- 


' ferr*d; but, who is the Principal ? and, up- 


on whom it was firſt :heſtow?d ? My'Son's 
Life is as dear to me as my own; and,: in 
ſaving him you preſerve 'me too : .In' this 
Caſe I will acknowledge my ſelf  Oblig/d 
to you; that is to ſay, in my Son's Name: 


for in my own, and in ſtriftneſs, Iam nor: 
E 


but, 
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bur,.. I am content tomake my ſelf a vohm- 
tary Debtor. What if he ha@ borrow'd 
| Money? : My pzying of it does nor tall 
{'» bluſh perhapb, tothave: hin taken in Bed 


not; make” me” an(Adulterer. *Tis a wor- 
derfut Delight,. and:Satigfation that I re- 
cave in. his Saftery's but, ſtill this Good:is 
not a:Benefit: -' A Mane4may be the better 
for an Animal, a Mot, a Stone; but; there 
manſt be a Will, -and Intention to make it an 
Obligation. Voui ſaye the Son: without f& 
muchi as -knowing:/the Father ; Nay, with- 
out:ſd-much as elnoking of him; and, 
haps; you would: have done. the ſame thing, 
exen if you had hated /him. But, without 
any farther Altercation of Dialogue; the 
Concluſion: is: this,. if you meant him the 
KindneF, he is anſwerable for it ;. and I 
may-enjoy the fruit of it, without being Ob- 
lig*d by.ir; Bat if it was done for my Sake, 
a Faccomptable: Or. howſvever, up-' 
os any: ;1 amready to doyou all 
Kin&OSces imaginable ; not as the Return 
of ax:Benefit; but as the Earneft of'a Friend+ 
ſhip:! which) youare [not to challenge nei. 
ther, | but toentertainas an Atof Honour, 
andof\ Juſtice, 'rdther than of Gratitude. 
If! a Man find-the Body of my dead Father, 
ind'Defart, and give it Burial; if he did 
it as to my Father, I ambeholden to him; 
butz.if the Body was unknown tv him, and 
that he would have done the fame ws 
of 


with- another Mans' Wife ; but, that does 
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for dap other Body, I an no furcher con- 


MAnNIELY, -- ' / ht 
\ FHERE are moreover, ſome Caſes, 


hes oy rp Perſon may be "ob- * An wnwors 
d, forthe ſake 6f 'othersz and the for- thy Perſon 


ſonable ro' pay 
Eenlil 


Mennory ' of emi 
not ifluſtrious'in Himſelf, may yet be repu- 
ted ſo in the Right of his Anceſtors. And 
there isa gratitude to be EntaiPd upon the 
Off:ſpring of famous Progenitors. Was it 
not for the Fathers fake, that Cicero the Sor: 
was made Conſul ? And, was it not the E- 
minence of oze Pompey, that raigd and dig- 
nify*d the reſt of his Family? How camc 
bo ry the Emperor. of the World ? 
a Cruel,” that he fpitt Blood as gree- 
dily as if he' were to drink it; the Empire 
was tot pgiyento Himſelf; butito his Father 
Ecrmamicas; & braver Man deſerved that 
for him; which he could neyer have chal- 
lenged -opon his own Merit. What was it 
that pre err'd Fabins Perſicus ? (whoſe ve- 
- outh was the Uncleanceſt part about 
kim 5) Whiat was it, but the 300 of that 
Family that {6-generouſly oppoſed the E- 
mes for 'the Safety of the Common- 
wealth ? | 


E 2 NAY, 


cerned init, than as aPicce of Publick Hu- 


nent Virtues. He that” is 9th) 


be ob- 


WI Bs 
3 


nourable 
Race. 


* \Provt- 
dence it ſelf the Wicked" Poſterity of \an Honourable 


 . 5 graciows 
- totheWick- 
* ed Pofteri- T6 { q 
ty of an ho- Men are made Kings for their proper Vir- 


'  fay,t will be a Charge; a Hazard, T fball gre 


F X a 


SENE C 4 Chap. XII * 
N AY, * Providence it ſelf is gracious to 


Race. The Counſels of Heaven are guided 
by: Wiſdom, Mercy, and: Juſtice. : | Some 


Tues, without any reſpeCt to their Predeceſ- 
ſors. Others, for. their Anceſtors ſakes, 
whoſe Virtues, thaugh/neglected' in. their 
Lives, come to: be afterward -yewarded in 
their-Iſſue. And, it is but Equity; that our 
Gratitude ſhould:extend as far as the Influ- 
env of their Heroical ACtions, and Exam- 
Pies. R 21 FOATYE 


£ 
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CHAP. XN, |: 
. The Benefaftar uſt have no By-Ends. 


E core now. to the-main :point of i ? 
the Matter in Queſtian;” that 1Þ'to IS 


ſay, whether or not be a thing defirable'in A 
it ſelf, the Giving and Receiving of Bene iM *- 
fits? There is a Set of Philoſophers, that W P! 
accowpts nothing Valuable, bati what:is Pro: St 
| fitable; and fo makes all Vartut:Mercenary: MW 4 


An Unmanly Miſtake, to imagioe; that the 
Hope of Gain, or Fear of Loſs, ſhould make of 
a Man either the.more, or the It&'Honeſt 
As who ſhculd ſay, What ſhall 7 get :by't, and 
PH be an honeſt Man ? Whereas; on;the-cot» 
trary, Honeſty is a thing in it ſelf to be pure 
chasd at any rate. It is not for a Body to 


Offence, 
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Offence, &c. My Buſineſs +is- to do what I 

ught to:do : AN other Confiderations are 
forreign to the Office.” Whenſoever my du- 
ty me, ?tis my part to:attend, without 
Scrupulizing wpon Forms, or Difficulties. 
Shall I ſee an honeſt Man oppreſſed at the 
Barr,and'hat aſſiſt him,for fear of a Court- 
Fattion? Or not ſecond him upon the High- 
way againſt Thieves, for fear of a Broken- 
head? And chuſe rather to fit ſtill, the = 
Spettator of Fraud, and Violence? Why 
will men be Juſt, Temperate, Generous, 
Brave, but becauſe it carries along with ir 
Fame, and a good Conſcience? And for the 
ſame Reaſon, and no other, (to apply it to 
the Subject in hand) let a Man alſo be Boun- 


tiful. The School of Epicarws,, Pm ſure, 


will never ſwallow this Doctrine : ( That 
Effeminate Tribe of Lazy and Voluptuous 
Philoſophers) They'll tell you, that Virtue 
is but the Servant and Vaſſail of Pleaſure, 
No, ſays Epicurus, 1 am not for Pleaſure nei- 
ther, without Virtue, But, Why then for 
Pleaſure, ſay I, before Virtue ? Not that the 


Streſs of the Controverſie lies upon the Or- 
| acr only; for, the Power of it, as well as the 
 Digmty,is now under debate. 1t is the Office 


of Virtue to Superintend, to Lead, and to 
Govern; But, the parts. you have aſſign'd 
it, are, to Submit, to Follow, and to be un- 
der Command. But this, yowll ſay, is no- 
thing to the purpoſe, ſo long as both ſides 
are agreed, that there can be no Happineſs 
without Yirtue : Take away that, ſays Epi- 

; E 3 curus, 


curns, and Pmias litele # Friend eo Pleaſu 
4as:you. The Pinch, in ſhort; is this; Whe- 
ther Virtue xt felf/ be the Supreme Good, 
or only the' cauſe of ir ? It is not the iy- 
verting of the order that will clear this 


Point; ( th *tis a very 225 oye 
Error.,to bred firſt which ſhould be laſt. } 
It does not half ſo muchgffend me, the ran- 
ging of Pleaſure before Virtue, as the very 
Comparing of them; and the bridging of 
two Oppoſites, and profeſs*d Enemies, into 
any fort of Competition. 
THE Drift of this Difcourſe is, to ſup- 
. Port the Cauſe of Benefits; and £o prove, 
; That it isa Mean, and Diſhonourable thing, 
7 Give only to'Give, for any other End, than for ' G1- 
'* 0vigy ying-ſake. He that Gives for Gain, Profit, 
- ; or any By-End, deſtroys the very Intent of 
! Bounty; For, it falls only upon thoſe that 
| do not want; and perverts the Charicable 
} Inclinations of Princes, and of Great Men, 
/ who cannot reaſonably propound to them- 
{ felves any ſuch End. What does the Sun 
get by travelling about the Univerſe ; by vi- 
{ting, and comforting all the quarters of 
the Earth ? Is the whole Creation arade,and 
order*d for the goodof Mankind, and every 
= Man only for the-good of kim- 
If? . There paſſes notan hour of our Lives 
wherein we do not -<njoy the Bleilings 
Providence without Meaſure, and without 
intermiſſion. And, What Defign dan the 
Almighty have upon us, who is in himſelf, 
full;ſafe,and inviotable ? If hehould Give 
"FO _- | only 
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anly far bis own Sake, What would become 
of poar Morals, that have nothing to re- 
$yrp him at beſt, but Matifal Acknowledg- 
ments ? ?Tis putting out ofa Bencfit to In- 
eſt, only to Beſftow'where we may place 

it to Adyantage, 
 LET-us be Liberal then, after the Ex- 
ample of Creator ; and Give to 
others, with the ſame Conſideration that he 


gives £0 us. * Epicarns his Anſwer will be to * 75* Epi- 
Cureans 
deny a Pro- 
uidence, 
out any Concern for -us, leaves Nature to the Stoicks 


take her Courſe : And, whether he does a- fer: it. 


this, That God gives no Benefits at all, but 
turns his back upon the World ; and, with- 


ny thing himſelf, or nathing, he takes no 
notice however, either of the Goad, or of 
the lll that.is done here below. If there 
werenot an Ordering and an Over-Ruling 
Providence ; How comes it (ſay I'on the 0- 
ther ſide) that the Lniverſality of Mankind 
ſhould ever have fo Unanimoully agreed in 
the Madneſs of Worſhipping a Power that 
canneither Hear, wp us ? Some Bleſ- 
fingsarefreely given us: Others, upon our 
Prayers are granted us;andevery day brings 
forth Inſtances of great, and of Seafonable 
Mercies. There never was yet any Man i 
Infenkible, as not toFeel, See, and Under- 
ftand a Deity in the ordinary Methods of 
Nature; though many have been ſo obſti- 
nately Ungrateful,as nat to confeſs it : Nor 
is any Man ſo wretched, as not to be a Par- 
taker in that Divine Bounty. Some Bene- 
fits, *cis true, may appear to be unequally 

E 4 divi- 
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_ . divided. -But, *cis'no- ſmall matter yet'that 

we Poſe ig Gammon; and, which Nature 
has beſtow?d us in her very ſelf.Hf God 
be notBoungta, whence 1s it that we have 
all that we pretend'to ? that which we give, 
and that which wedeny ; that which we Lay 
up, and that which we Squander away ? 


Thoſe innumerable delights, for the Enter- | 


tainment of our Eyes, our Ears, and our 
Underſtandings ? Nay, that Copious Matter 
even for Luxury itſelf ? For, careis taken, 
not only for our Neceſlities, but alſo for our 
Pleaſures, and for the Gratifying of all our 
Senſes, aud Appetites. So many pleaſant 
Groves, Fruitful, and Salutary Plants; fo 
many fair Rivers that ſerve us both for Re- 
creation, Plenty, and Commerce ; Viciſli- 
tudes of Seaſons ; Varieties of Food, by Na- 
ture made ready to our hands ; all forts of 
Curioſitics and of Creatures z and the whole 
Creation it ſelf Subjetted to Mankind for 
Health, Medicine, and Dominion. We can 
be thankful toa Friend for a few Acres, or 
alittle Money, and yet for the Freedom, 
and Command of the whole Earth, and for 
the great Benefits of our Being; as Life, 
Health, and Reaſon, we look upon our 
ſelves as under no Obligation. If a Man 
beſtows upon us a Houſe, that is delicate- 
ly beautified with Paintings, Statues, Gil- 
dings, and Marble, we make a mighty bu- 
ſineſs of it, and yet it lies at the Mercy of 
a Puff of Wind, the Snuffof a Candle , and 
' hundred other Accidents tv lay it © o_ 
1 


- Olap XN. Of BENEFITS. - > 
Duſt. And, is it-nothing now'to ſleep un- 
der the Canopy of Heaven, where we have 
the Globe of the Earth for our place of Re- 
jpoſe,”-and the Glories of the Heavens for 
our Spectacle? How comes it thatwe ſhould 
ſommuch value-what we have, and yet at the 
ſame time be ſo unthankful for it ? Whence 
isit that we have our Breath, the Comforts 
of light, and of heat, the very Blood that 
runs in our Veins? The Cattel that - feed 
vs, and the fruits of the Earth that: feed 
them? Whence have we the Growth of 
our Bodies, the Succeſſion of our Ages, and 
the Faculties of our Minds? So many Veins 
of Mettles, Quarries of Marble, &c. The 
Seed of every thing is in it ſelf, and it is 
the Bleſſing of God that raiſes it out of the 
dark, into Aft , and Motion. To ſay no» - 
[ thing of the charming Varieties of Muſick, 

: beautiful Objefts, Delicious Proviſions for 

r the Palate, Exquiſite perfumes which are 

1 Caſt in over and above, to the common Ne- 

r ceſlities of our Being. 


? ALL this, ſays Epicurus, we are to aſ- | b 
r cribe to 3 Nature. And, Why not to God, * God and | 
, I beſeech ye? As'if they were not both of *® the 

r them one and the ſame Power, working in Cnr ak 

n the whole, and in every part of it. Or, . 1 
5 if you call him the Almighty Fupiter ;, the . by 
I- Thunaderer, the Creatour, and Preſerver of us | 
J- all ; it comes to the ſame Iſſue : Some will \ | 
of expreſs: him under the Notion of Fate ; {3 
1d which is only a Connexion of Cauſes, and { 
he WW himiclf the Uppermoſt and Original, upon 


ſt; Ce which 


Return, 


which all thexeft depend. 'The Sroicks £e- 
rs the ſeversl FenTiass of the a<- 
i the peak aim oth 


the aber. Joy grptp Beings, they call. him 
Bacchus : and pnder the name .of doevlcs, 
they denote kimto be {adofatigable and nr- 
vwzceble : And, in theContemplation of him 
in the Reaſon, Order, and W3j- 
dom of his Proceedings, they call him Afer- 
Cary : & that whichwey hover they dook, 
— ry er Sading 

W Meaning, never tal 
Him: for he is every where, and fills his own 
Work. 'If a Man ſhould borrow Money of 
Sexeca, and fay that he owes it to Arivers, 
or Lucins, he may change 'the Name , bur 
not his Creditor ; for, tet him take which 
of the three Names be es, he is ſtill a 
Debtor to the ſame Perion. -— Juſtice, 1n- 
tegrity, Prudence, Frugality, Fortitude 
all of them the Goods of endeks Carne 
Mind, ſo that whichſoever of them pleaſes 
us, we cannot diſtin&tly ſay, That it is this 
er that, 'but the Mind. 

BUT, not to carry this Digreſhon too 
| farr, thataybich God himſef does, weare 
| fare is well done ; and; we are no leſs dure, 


* 75e D;. | That * for whatſoever he gives, he neither 


vine Bunty Wants, Expects, nor Receives any thing in 
expe#: n1 Return : Sothat the-only end of a Benefit 


ought to be the Advantage of the Recei- 
ver; And that muſtbe our ſcope without 


"any By-regard to ourſelves. Iris objected 
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they ſpeak of trim as the Facher, and 
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40 us; the fipgular caution we preſcribe in 
the Choice of the: Perſon , for-it were a 
Madneſs, we fay, for a Huzbandman'to Sow 
the Sand : Which,” if true, laythey, you 
have an Eye upon Profit, as well in Giving, 
asin Plowing, and Sowing: And then they 
fay again, That, if the conferring of a Be- 
action GEE it _ —_ have 
NO pendence Ice r 
Man ; for, let Ke it When, How, or 
Whereſoever we pfeaſe, it would be ſtill a 
Benefit. This does not at all affect our Aſ- 
ſertion : for the Perſon, the Matter, the 
Manner, and the Time, are Circymftances 
abſolutely neceflary to the Reaſon of the 
Action; there muſt be a right Judgment in 
all refpefts to make it a Benefit. It is my 
duty, to be true toa Truft, and yet there 
may-be a time, or & place, wherein I would 
make little difference betwixt the Renoun- 
cing of it, and rhe Delivering of it up; and 
the ſame Rule holds in Benefits ; I will nei- 
ther render the One, nor beſtow the Other 
to the Damage of the Receiver. A wicked 
Man will run all rzfques to do an Injury; 
and to compaſs his Revenge ; and, ſhall not 
an honeſt Man venture as far todo a Good 
Office? All Benefits muſt be Gratuitous ; 
A Merchant fells me the Corn that keeps 
me and my Family from ſtarving ; but, he 
ſold it for his Intereſt, as well as { bought 
it for mine, and ſo ] owe him nothing, fort. 
He that Gives for Profit, Gives to Bimielf, 
as a Phyſician, or a Lawyer givcs om 
| or 
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for a Fee, and only makes uſe of me for his 


own Ends, as a Grafier- fats his Cattel; to / 


bring them, to a better Market. This is 


more properly the driving of a Trade, than 


the Cultivating of a Generous Commerce. 
This for That, is rather a Truck than a 
Benefitz and he deſerves to be Confen'd, 
that Gives any thing in hope of a. Return. 
And, in truth, What-:End ſhould a Man 
honourably propound ? Not Profit ſure; 


* "That's Yulgar, and Mechanique; and he that 


does not contemn it, can never be Grate- 
ful. And then for Glory,*tisa mighty mat- 
ter indeed for a Man to Boaſt of doing his 
Duty. Weare to Gve, if it were onely to 


* avoid »ot Grving ;, If any thing comes ont, 


*ris Clear Gain; and, at worſt, there's no- 


thing loſt; beſide, that one Benefit well pla- . 


ced, makes amends 'for a T houſand Miſcar- 
riages. It is not that I would exclude the 
BenefaCtor neither for being himſelf the 
better for a Good Office he does for ano- 
ther. Some there are that do us good on- 
ly for their own ſakes ; Others, for ours; 


and ſome again for both. He that does 


it for me in Common with himſelf, if he 
had a Proſpect upon both in the doing of 
it, I am oblig*d to him for it; and glad 
with all my heart that he had a ſhare int, 
Nay, I were ungrateful, and unjuſt, if 1 
ſhould not Rejoyce, that what was Be- 
neficial to me, might be ſo likewiſe to 
himſelf.” 
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T O- paſs now "to! the Matter of: Grati- 


tude, and 5Ingratittde 3 - there: never was * 47 Men 
deteft In- 
gratitude, 
0 love the 


contrary. 


any Man: yet {o-wicked, as not: to approve 
of | the One; and dereſt- the Other; as the 
two things inthe whole World,. the one to 
be the moſt Abominated, the:other the moſt 


Eſteem?*d; The yery Story.of., an Ungrate- | 


ful Aion puts-us-out” of /all Patience, and 

ves us a loathing/:for- the:Author of it. 

Inbumane Villasn, we cry, to do ſo bor- 

rid a thing : Not that Inconſiderate Fool, for 
omitting Fo 


) 


profitable a Virtze,” which plainly | 
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ſhews the ſenſe we naturally have,;both of !: 


the one, and of the-other, and that we are 
led to't by a common Impulſe:of Reaſon, 
and of Conſcience; Epicurms Phancies God 
to be- withour/Power, and without Arms; 
aboye fear. himſelf, and as little tobe fear- 
cd.- He places him betwixt-the Orbs, So- 
litary, and Idle, out of the Reach of Mor- 
tals, and neither hearing our Prayers, nor 
minding our Concerns; and allows him 
only ſuch a Veneration and Reſpect, as we 
pay to our Parents. If a Man ſhould ask 
him now, Why any Reverence at all, if 
we have no Obligation to him? Or rather, 
Why that greater Reverence to his fortui- 
tous Atomes? His Anſwer would be, that 
it is for their Majeſty, and their Admirable 
Nature, and not out of any hope or Ex- 
peCtation from them. So that by his pro- 
por Confeſlion, a thing may be deſirable 
r its own worth. But, ſays he, Grati- 
tude is a Virtue that has commonly profit 
\ | annex'd 
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thar attends 
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vefitsreccived, is the ready 


t purſe: 
of a" Legacy, tet him 
be never foFricndly in allethve Caa,tlook 
| him in-this tobe. no better than a Ra 


chat ' watches 2 weak Sheep, only #0 


peck the ys our Wernever Give with 

or Care; as when 'we 
co eſty of tho'Attion, with 
outary Regard'to the Profir of.it; for,our 
Underſtandings _ #3 —re0g by Feat 
Hope, and'P 
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CHAP, xn. 
There are manry' Cafes wherein x Math may 


24" of” a Benefit, bat" it 5+ ver) 
' | Pafely robe Challenyd, md never by, 
Upbraided. | | 


E- the World were 25 wiſe, andas'Honeſt 
I as it ſliould be, there would be no'need 
of Caution or Precept, Bow to-behaverour 
ſelves-in- our ſevera Stations,- and Duties ; 
For, both the Giver and the Receiver would' 
do what they onglit to do of their own: ac- 
cord: Theone would 'be bountifidl;and'the 
other Grateful ;' and, the oily way of: min- 
ding a Man 6f one good tnrn, would be the 
following of it with another. But as- the 
Cafe ſtands, we muſt take othor- Mexfures, 
andconſult the beſt we can, the Co 
EF; and Relief of Mankind; -- 


-- AS there are ſeveral forts of * Unpgrate- Diverſe 
fi Meri, ſo there. mul be ſeveral ways of /or's of 1% 
—__y with them either by Artifice,Coun- & it. 

A 
vl 


monition, or Reproof, accorditip to: 

the hamour of the and the degree 
of the: Offence ; Provided always, that as 
well inthe Re-minding a Man of a Benefie, 
aSin the Beftowing of it, the Good of the 
Recetyer be the Fg thing intended. 
There is a Curable Ingratitude, and an In- 
corable: there isa Slothful, a NegleAful, a 
Proud,a Diſſcemblng,a In" 
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2 Perſeve- 
rance in 
Obliging. 


- other, prevail upon him; , The very Beaſts/ 


/ 


leſs, a Forgetful, and a 'Malitious Ingra- * 
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ritudez-and, the Application muſt be ſuited-. 
to the Matter we have to Work upon. A . 
gentle Nature may be reclaind by Autho- "WU 
rity, —_— or Reprehenſion ; a Father, a" * 
Husband;z Friend, may do good in the caſe. 
There. are a ſort of. Lazy , and Sluggiſh 
People, that liveas if they were aſleep, and ; 
muſt be Lugg*d andPinch'd to awaken them. 


Theſe Men are betwixt Grateful, and Un- h 
oy 


7p 


grateful; they will neither deny an Obliga- 
tion, nor return it, and only want quick- Wh 
ning. | will doall 1. canto hinder any.Man | 
from ill doing ; but eſpecially a Friend, and 
yet more eſpecially from, doing. ill to me. WW 7." 
I willrubup his Memory with new Benefits: of 
if that will not ſerve, PII. proceed to. good T. 
Counſel, and from thence to Rebuke: If all, MW - 
fails, 1?I} look upon him as a deſperate Deb--. Per 
tor, andie?en_ let him alone in his Iograti-; WW ; 
tude, without making bim my Enemy. for, WM ,... 
no Neceſlity ſhall ever:make me ſpend. time, the 
in wrangling with any Manupon that Point. WW 

z ASSIDUITY of Qbliging Strikes upon: i 2, 
the Conſcience, as well as the Memory, and, W.c.z.. 
purſues an Ungratefyl Man, till he becomes, 
Grateful: lf one good Office will nat do't,; 
try a Second, and then a. Third. ' No Man, 
can be ſo thankleſs, but; either Shame,  Ocs, 
calion, or Example, will, .at ſome time or. 


themſclyes, even Lians, and Tigers, are 

gain'd-by good uſage : beſide, that one Ob- 

ligatian does naturally draw on another j 
has Us 
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of Obliging, one. 
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haps the moſt elfectual,; as:;well as the moſt 


- 
= 


Generous. 


I'N-ſome Caſcs it mult be carry*d more. In ſome 
Ceſar, who,as he caſe; 


home, as.ia that of Felexs ( 
was hearing a Cauſe, the Defendant findin 
himſelf Pinctwd. 
remember a Strain 


you Commanded in Spain; and that 4 Soldrey 


of the Day 
perfetly well, Tays 
Was eady *9 choak. with Thirſt, 
low fetch*d me 

met, 


4 ; (ſays 
Does Czfar be could 


now kyow them again if he ſaw them? The 


Whats this Stary to my buſineſs ? 
* Pardon me, $, 
Tam that very Man ; but 
ger me, for 1 bave bee 


ved, and, it was an and a Pryu- 
"cat Way of refreſhing his Memory. But, this 
F would 


"IO. Wy has 


an wou a5 williog Wiogly leave bis own 
Nonoral T bave belpt him thus far 
&en. go ih Worms n0w.  $o that 


his, of all Hiots, is per. 


* 


6r 


a man 
may be 


ve gone Gown fo well ich T3 
, When an Old Acquaintance of 
his Addreſs go bim, with Tox Re- 


RmPer © </ar;NO; nora Barron Gnne 
. ſhort) Fo mot remember what 7 W AS. Now, 
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inal. 
6 There are ſotne People well enough diſ- 
pog'd to be+ Grateful, but they cannot hit 
People pon't without a Prgmpter : they are a little 
would be Ijke. School-Boyes, that have Treacherous 
Grateful Memories ; *tis but, helping them here and 
rf they had there with a word,when they ſtick,and ary & 


4 Some 


"— gothrough with their Leſſon ;, they muſt 
taught to be Thankful, and*tis a fair ſtep, 
if we can but bring them to be willing, and 
only offer at it. Some Benefits we have neg- 
tefted ; ſome weare not willing to remem- 
ber. He.is Login that Difowns an Ob- 
__ z and fois he that Diffembles.ic,or, 
to his Power; does not, Requite it; but, the 
worſt of all is he that forgeaett Confcience, 
or Occaſion may revive the. reft, but here, 
the very Memory of it is loſt. Thoſe Eyes 
that cannot _—_ light, are weak, but 
thofe are ſtark blind that cannot ſee it. Ido 
not loyeto hear People ſay, Alaſs / poor Man, 
he has forgotten it :* As if that were the Ex- 
cuſe of Ingratitude, which is the very cauſe 
of it: For,-if he were not Ungrateful, he 
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{Xt}. Of BENEFITS. 


. would not be Forgetful;and lay-that ont of 
' the way which ſhould be always ie he$4 


and in ght, He that thinks, as he ought to 


.do, of requiting a Benefit,is-in no danger of | 
Forgetting/it. ; 
fits ſo great, that they can-never {lip the Me- 


bere are indeed ſome Bene- 


mory; but, thoſe-whch are leſs in value,and 


more in pumber,do commonly ſcape us. We 
_ are apt enough. to acknowledge, That, ſuch 
. 8 Man has been the Making of: #4 ;, ſo long 8s 
. we are in'Poſleſſian of the advantage he has 
- brought us; 'butz. new Appetites deface old 


Kindneſfſes,: and we carry our Proſpect for- 
ward to ſomethliing-more; without conſide- 


ring what ;we have obtain'd already. All 
"that is paſt: we give for loſtz-ſb;that we are 
_ only intent;upon the future,” When. a Bene- 


fit-is once out. of: Sight, or ant of Uſe, *cis 


£ 


LT is the: Freak of many: People, they 


-cannot. do-a; gbad 'Office | but; they are pre- 
ently 5 baaſting of it, Drunk or Sober : and 5 There 

- about it-goes into all Companies, what won- ut be n 

| derful things'they have done for this Man, 9% iding 

and what for. Gother. A-fooliſh, and a dan- * 5*n*fts 

_ . gerons vanity of adoubrful Friend,to make | 

- a certain. Enemy. - For, theſe-Reproaches, 

'and Contempts,will ſet every Bodies Tongue 

a Walking and People will conclude, that 


theſe things would never be, if there were 
not ſomething: very.extraardinary in the 
Bottom on*'t. When it comes:to that once, 
there's not any-Calumny but faſtens more, 
or jeſs; nor any —_—_ ſo incredible, but 
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"$ENECA Chap 
in ſomepartor other of it, ſhall paſs for a 
. Truth. {-Our''preat miſtake is this, we are 


als 4% 


ſtill inclin'd to make the moſt of what we ; 
. Give; and the/leaſt 'of what we Receive; 
- whereas we-ſhould'do the clean contrary. 


It might have 'been more, bit: he. bad a great 
co Oblige.. -Jt was at mlith as he contd 

well ſpare ;, bell:make it up ſome other time, 8, 
: Nay, we thonld be-ſo far from making Pub- 
-lication of our Bounties,' as 'mot to hear 
. them ſo muchas mention'd,; without ſweet- 
"ning the -matter': - As," Alas! :} owe him 'a 
great deal Ro than that yok = If. it were 
:8 my power #0 ſerve him, I be very olad 
From And,*thisitoo, not with the F igure 
of a Complement; bur with aH-Humanity, 
and Truth. / There was a:Man-of Quality, 
. thar, in the Triumviral. Proſcription, was 
ſav*d by one of Ceſar*s Friends, who would 
; be: ſtill ewiccing him. with: it, who it was 

-that preſery*d'/him, and telling. him over 

and over, To bad. gone to;Pot, Friend, but 
for me. - Praye, ſays the Proſcribed, ler me 
hear 10 mort of this, or Oen' Leave me as you 
. foiend me - 'T am thankful enough of my ſelf t0 
- acknowledge, : That: ] owe yeu: my' Life; bit, 
26;Death to” bave it rung. in. my. Ears perpe- 
Tually as a Reproach : It looks. as if you had only 
- ſav'd me, t0 carry me abcut. for a Speitacle, 


1 would fain forger the Miiforrune, that 1 wi 
- once a Priſoner, without being led in Triumpb 
every day of my Life.” . -. 
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-O HI" the Pride, and. Folly of a-great © Swe 
Fortune, that turns Benefits,into Injucies ! Bounties 
That: delights -.in Exceſles , | and diſgraces 7* beftow- 


ed with In- 


eyery thing it. does. Who would receive ſolense. 
4 


anything from it upon theſe terms ? The 
higher it raiſes us, the more ſordid it makes . 
us. - Wharſoever it Gives, ic, Corrupts: - 
What is there in it that ſhould thus-puff us - 
up? By what Magick is it that. we are ſo. 
transformed, that we do no. longer know 
our ſelves? ls it impoſlible for Greataeſs to - 
be Liberal without Inſolence ? The Benefits 


+ SS. . W6-. HB, co 


that we receive from our Superioursare then 
welcome, when they. come with an Open 

| Hand, and a clear Brow : Withour either | 

' Contumely, or State; and ſo as to prevent, 
- our Neceſlities. The Benefit-is never the 
1 greater for the making of a buſtle, and a 
- noiſe about. it : but, the Benefaftor is much 
r  £þe leſs for the Oſtentation of his good 
- Deeds; which makes that Odious .to us, 
i which would. be otherwiſe Delightful. 7- 
8 271% had gotten.a Trick, when any Man 
0 Þ<gg'd Money of; him, to refer him to the 
. Senate, where,all the Petitioners were to 
8 dcliver up-the Names. of . their Credi- 


1, tors: His End perhaps was, to deter Men 
/ from Asking,..by expoſing..the. Condition 
of their Forrtuney.to an Examination. Bur, 
gh it was howeyer a Benefit;; rurn'd into a Re- 

prehenſion.; and, he made a Repxoach of a 


Bounty. 
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 1nwhat BUT, **tis not enough; yet to forbear _ 
Caſe « the caſting of = Benefit in-a'Man's Teeth , 
| $-2",1.9, for, thereare ſome, that will not allow it to | 
' edof aBe- 2& ſo much ue chaling) 6: For; an Ill Man, 
_— ſay they, will not make a Return, though it 
be demanded, and a Good Man will do it 
_of himſelf. And then the Asking of it feems 
to turn it into a Debt : Ir is a kind of Inju- 
ryto be too quick with the former; for, to 
call upon him too ſoan, reproaches him, as 
if he would not have done it otherwiſe. Nor 
would I Recal a Benefit from any Man, ſo as 
to force it ; but, only to receive it. If I 
let him quite alone, I make wy ſelf guilty 
of his Ingratitude; and undoe him for want 
of Plain-Dealing, A Father Reclaims a 
Diſobedient Son; A Wife Reclaims a Diſ- 
ſolute Husband 3 and one Friend excites the 
languiſhing Kindneſs of another : How ma- 
ny Men are loft 'for want of being touch'd 
to the quick ? So long as I am not preſs'd; 
I will rather defire a Favour, than fo much 
as mention a Requital; 'but, - if my Coun- 
try, my Family, or my Libetty be at Stake, 
my Zeal, and Indigpation ſhall over-rule 
my Modefty, and the World ſhall then un- 
derſtand, that Thave done all I could, - not 
to ſtand-in need of an Ungratefn)! Man. 
And, in'conchiſion, the Necellity of Recei- 
ving a Benefit ſhall overcome the ſhame of 
Recalling ir. Nor is it only-allowable 
ppon ſome Exigents, to put the Receiver 
v2) os, ent 1 airrrtte 0 
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in Mind-of a Good Turn, but it is ma 
times for the common Advantage of 
Parties. or! 
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| C H A P- "XIV. ; 
How far to Oblige, or Requite a Wicked 
May | | 


HERE are ſome Benefirs, whereof a 
Wicked man is wholly incapable : of 
which, hereafter. There are others, which 
are Beſtow'd upon him, not for his own 
ſake, but for Secondary Reaſons; and, of 
theſe, we have ſpoken, in part, already. 
There are moreover certain Common Off 
ces of Humanity, which are only allow'd 
him as he is a Man,and withont any Regard, 
either to Vice, or Virtue. To pals over 
the Firſt Point : the Second muſt be hand- 
led with Care, and Diſtinftion, and not 
without ſome ſeeming Exceptions to the 
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General Rule : As firſt, Here's no Choice, 


or Intention in the Caſe, bur, *tis a good Of- 
fice done him for ſome By-Imereſ, or by 

| $ no Fudgment MN 
it neither, for tis to a Wicked Man. But, 
to ſhorten the Matter ; without theſe Cir- 
cumſtances it is not properly a Benefit; or, 
at leaſt, -not to him: for, it looksanother 
way. [reſcue a Friend from Thieves, and 
the other *ſcapes for company. I Diſcharge 


a Debt for a Friend, 9 the other comes - 
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of 
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off t 
Third 1s of a | 
according to the degree of. Generofity 'on 


the one fide, — and of. Wickedaeſs. on the 
other. . Some BenefaCtors will Superero- 


gate, and do more than they are bound to 
do: And, ſome Men are ſo lewd, .that *tis 
dangerous to do them any ſort of Good; no, 
not ſo muchas by way of Return,or Requital. 


. TIF the BenefaQtors Bounty muſt extend 
to the Bad, as well as to the Good; Put 
the Caſe that I promiſe a good Office to an 
Uograteful Man ; We are firſt todiſtinguiſh 
(as is faid before) betwixt a Common Be- 
nefit , and a Perſonal; betwixt what is 

wen for Merit, and what for Company. 
Secondly, Whether or no we know the Per- 
ſon to be Ungratefnl, and can reaſonably 
conclude, that his Vice is /ncarable. Third- 

Iy, A conſideration muſt be had of the Pro- 
miſe,” how' far that may oblige us. © The 
two firſt Points are clear*d both in one: 
We cannot juſtifie any particular Kindneſs 
for one that we conclude to . be a hope- 
leſfly wickcd Man : So that the force of 
the Promiſe is the fingle Point in Queſtion. 
In the Promife-of a good Office to a Wicked 
or Ungrateful Man, I'am to blame if 1 
did it knowingly; and I am to blame ne- 
verthclefs, if 1 did it otherwiſe: bur, 1 muſt 
yer make it good ( under due Qualificati- 
ons) becauſe | promis?d it : thar 1s to ſay, 
Marrers continuing ia the ſame State, for 

| no 
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is Man is anſwerable for "Accidents, Pit: 
Sup at ſuch a Place, though ie'be cold'y Pll 
riſeatſuchanhonr, though Tbefleepy ; bur, 
if it prove tempeſtuons, / or "that 1 fall fick 
of a Fever, I'll neither do the one, nor the 
other. -1 promiſe to ſecond a'Friend in a 
Quarrel, or to plead his Cauſe ; and, when 
I come intothe Field, or into the Courr, it 
proves tobe againſt my Father, or my Bro- 
ther : I promiſe to go a Jonrney with him 3 
but, there*s no travelling upon the Road 
for Robbing; my Child is fallen ſick ; or 
my Wife in Labour : 'Theſe Circumſtances 
are ſufficient to diſcharge me ; for , a Pro- 
miſe againſt Law, or Duty, is void in its 
own Nature. ' The Counſels of a Wiſe 
Man are certain ; but Events arc uncer- 
| tain. And yet ifT have paſsd 2 raſh Promiſe, 
| I will in ſome degree puniſh the Temerityof 
: making it, with the damage of keeping ic. 


Unleſs it turn very much ro my ſhame, or 
- detriment; and then Pl] be my own Con- 
: feſſor in the Point, and rather be once guil- 
$ ty of Denying, than always of Giving. It 
- is not with a Benefit as with a Debt: It 'is 
f one thing to truſt an ill Pay-Maſter,and an- 
n. other thing to oblige an unworthy Perſon: 


d The one is an il} Man, and the other only 
| an 11] Husband. 3 _ 


ſ THERE was a valiant Fellow-in the Ar- 
1- my, that Phil:p-of Macedon took particular 
V, Noticeof 5 and he gave him ſeveral conſi- 
or Cerable Marks of the Kindneſs he had for 
no | . him. 
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above with a Yiaticum at parting, The 
Soldier told him the mighty matters that he 
would do for him in Rerurn, ſo ſoon as he 


Maſter, To: Court he goes, tells Philip of 
the Wreck, but not a Syllable of his Preſer- 
ver, and begs. the Eſtate of this very Man 
that kept him alive. It was with Philip, as 
with many .other Princes, that give they 
know not what, eſpecially ig a time of War. 
He granted the Soldier bis Requeſt, con- 
remplating at the ſame time the lmpoſlibi- 
lity of ſatisfying ſo many ravenous Appetites 
pay fy wr pag == Whea the good Man 
came to betura'd ont of all, he was not fo 
Mealy-Mouth'd as to thank his Majeſty for 
not giving away his Perſon too, as well as 
his Fortunez but ina Bold, Frank Letter to 
Philip, made a juſt report of the whole Sto- 
" xy. The King was ſo Incens'd at the Abuſe, 
that he immediately commanded the Right 
Owner to be reſtor'd to his Eſtate, and the 
Uathankful Gueſt and Soldier to be Stigma- 
tiz?d for an Example to others. Should 
Philip vow have kept this Prowiſe ? Firſt, he 
ow'd the Soldier nothing. Secondly, lc 
would have been [ojurious, and lopious 


ouſe, . and there at. his own. | 
uPd, and provided for him ' 

till he was perfectly reco-.. 
: and.after all, furniſh'd him overand . 


ſhould have the hoffour once again to ſee his | 
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And laſtly, . A Preſident of dangerous Con» 
ſequence:to Humane Society. | For, it would 
have been little leſs-thanan Interdiftion.of 

ire and Water tothe miſerable, to have 
inflicted ; ſuch. a Penalty: upon Relieving 


them. So that there muſt be always ſome 


eacite Exception, or Referve: If I can, if 
1 may, or, if matters continue as they were. 


7 I F /it ſhould be my Fortune to receive a ' 7he Caſe 
Benefit from one, that afterwards Betrays of 4n 0bli- 
his Country, I ſhould ſtill reckon my ſelf einen 
obligd to him for ſuch a Requital as might, ; 
ſtand with my publick duty. I would not errays bis 
furniſh him with Arms, nor with Money, or Countre- 
Credit, to:Levy or Pay Soldiers; but, I 
ſhould not ftick to Gratihe him at my own 
expence,.. with ſuch Curiofities as might 
pleaſe him one way, without doing miſchief 
another ; I» would not do any thing' that 
might contribute to the Support,or Advan- 
tage of his'Party. 'Bur, What ſhould 1 do 
now in theCaſe of 'a Benefattor, that ſhould 
afterwards. become, not only'tnine, and my 
Countreys Enemy, but the Common Enemy 
of Mankind ? 1 would: here diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt the: Wickedneſs: of. a Man, and the 
Craelty of 'a Beaſt :- betwixt a limited, or a 
particular Paſſion, and-a'Sanguinary Rage, 
that extends to the hazard and deſtruction 
of Humane Society. | In the former'Cafe I 


_ would: quit Scores, that/1 might have na 


more to do with him ;. but, if - he comes 
once to a delight in Blood, and to act Out- 
rages 
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rages with greedinefs: to ſtudy,andinvent 


| Torments, and totake pleaſure inthem, the 


Law of Reaſonable:'Nature has diſch 


ſters. Let us therefore reſtrain-our Diſ- 
courſe to-ſuch-Men as we deteſt without hor- 
ror; ſuch Men as we ſee every day in Courts, 


Camps, and upon the Seats of Juſtice: to 


fach Wicked Men I-will return what I have 


| Received; without making any, Advantage 


T Provt- 
dence is 
£r actous 
even tothe 


Wicked, 


of their Unrighteouſneſs. 


: T IT does not diyert the Almighty from 
being ſtill Gracions, though we iproceed 
daily in the abuſe of his Bouatics. How ma- 
ny are there that enjoy. the Comfort of the 
Light, that do not deſerve it; that 'wiſh 
theis had never been born ; and yet Nature 
goce#huietly on with her ' Workz and al- 
Jows thema Beiog, ,even in deſpite of their 
unthankfulneſs ?: Such a Knave, we cry, was 
betcer 'us'd than 1. And, the:ſame Com- 
plaint we extend to Providence itſelf, How 
many Wicked Men have good Crops; when 
better than themſelves have \their ;Fruits 
blaſted ? Such a Man, we ſay; has treated 
mevery ill. Why what ſhould we do, but 
that very thing which is done by' God Him- 
ſelf ? That is to ſay; Give to the lgaorant, 
and Perſeyere tothe Wicked; All our In- 
gratitude, we ſee,; does ;not turn :Provi- 
dence from Pouring down of B:ncfits; even 
CINE —vpon 
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me of fuch'a Debe.”: Bur, this:is an lmpiery / 
ſo rare," that it might paſs for a' Portent, . 
+ and be reckon'd among Comets,. and Mon-' 


” 


ry LOO TC ERC REC_S 


—T —- 


RF - hs 
© by tg. 


- Of BENEFITS. 


_ « wig veſtion whence they come. 
he Wiſtom of Heaven: does 2ll things 


withgreaars to the-Gond of the Uni iverſe, 


te Bleſſings of Nature are winged in 


m tothe Worlt; as well as to the 
SI ow they live. promiſcuouſly | 


-a0@;/is-is Gods Will, that the 
Wicked hall rather fare the better for the 
Good, than that the Good ſhall fare the 
worſe far the Wicked +? Tis true, that a 


Wiſe Printe will confer ;peculiar. Honours . 


only upon'the Worthy ; [but in the dealing 

of a publick Dole, there*s po reſpect bates 
the Majiners of the Man, but a Thief, or a 
Traitor, ſhall-put'in for a ſhare as well AS 
an Honeſt Mn. If a Good Man, and a 
Wicked Man, fail both in-the ſame bottom, 
it.is impoſſible that the ſame. Wind, which 


favours theione, ſhould croſs the other. The 


Common Benefits of Laws, Priviledges,Com- 
munities, Letters, and Medicines, are per- 
mitted to-the-Bad, as well as to the Good, 
and no Man ever yet Suppreſſed a Soveraig} 
Remedy, forfeara Wicked Man might 
-cur?d with it.- Cities are built. for both ſorts, 
and the ſame) Remedy. works upon both a- 
like. In-theſe Caſes we are to ſet an Eſti- 
mate upon-the Perſons, there's a great dif- 
ference betwixt the Chuſing of a Man, and 
the not Excluding him: The Law is open-c@ 
the Rebelliavs, as well as to the Obedient : 
There are; ſome Benefits, which, if they 
were not-allow'd to all,--could not be en- 
joy'd by any. The'Sun was never made for 
: £15014 me, 
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for the Providemial-Order of the Seaſons ; 
and yet 1 2m not without my 
gation alſo. 'Toondude, be that wg. 
Oblige theWicked,and the Ungrat 
reſolve to Oblige ne body ; fry Gag for 
-or other, -we are alfof us'W 
| of us Ungrateful, every Man of us. 


WE have beeg Difcoorſing allthis while, 
tA Wicked” how far a* Widked Man may be Obligd, 
* Manis In- ati the Svoicks "tell ps, at that he can- 
}, capable of not be Oblip*d at all: For, they make him 
| . « Benefit. Thcapable of any Good), and conſequently 

'of 'any Benefit. But, he has this Advantage, 

' that if he cann6t de'Oblig?d, | he'cannot be 
-Ungrateful: for, if he cannot receive, he is 

- "not bound to a Return. On the other fide, 
a Good Man, and an Ungrateful, area Con- 
rradittion : So that at-this rate there's no 
fuch thing as 1 itude in Nature. They 
-campare'a Wi Mans Mind toa'Vitiated 
Stomach; ny meme Men 
-and the beſt Nonriſhment turns to'the Dif- 
-eaſe. But; taking this for granted, a Wick- 
'ed'Man ' may yeU be fo ar Oblig'd as to 
'paſs for Un RberFry if he does not Re- 

"quite what he Receives. For, thongh-ir be 
a perfect nes, yet he Receives ſome- 

| like it. ' | There are Goods of the 
MY. the Body, #nd of Fortune. Of the 

. firft fort;Fools, and Wicked 'Men,are whol- 
"1y Incapable; to. the reſt they may be ad- 
tee. Bur, Why ſhould F call any Man 
Ungrateful, 
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ave; bot for the Comfort of the Warld,and 
Private Obli- * 
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for not Reſtoring 
a Benefit? 1 an» 
ver take it for a 


Tik ich L — 
ſer,” That if the Rec 
. and fails of a Return, *tis 


 firude in him for, that which 26 fm 


Dog! g W ad, they an Obli- 
them: a may 9.000 
ther in their own « py the Money 
Current, whether it be Gold, or Leather, 
when it5ames opce to be A 2d. Nay, 
Sage carties it. farther; He Nat is want- 
wy dk ys he 6 $0.3 kind Office, thoogh irbe 
no Roald have done the ſame thing 
if it had been one; and, is as” guilty, as 2 
Thief -is, that has ſet” his Booty; and, is 
already Arm'd, and Mounted, with'a _— 
poſe to ſelzele though he has not L_ 
Blood. Wi $15 form'd'inthe Heart; 
and, the HA of Fatt is OT ths Difcove- 
ry, and the Execution of. it. wo, though 
a.Wicked Man'cannat either 'Receive, : or 
Beſtow a Benefit, becauſe hg ' wants the 
ud of doing Good, and for.that he is no 
oper Wicked,” when Virtne has taken p' 

n of him yet we commonly It 
one, 6 rolls Man Illizerste that is nox 
Learned, .and Naked,that'is not well clad; 
not but that the one can Read, and the 


other is Goner'd. 


CHAP, 


_ 


my T- yy 
» V_Y 
- - 
mZGCS 
—— 
PPS 
= 
* 


x& 2 OFS-S lh at ad te i a OE 2 Sat * 
, =+ 4 —_— ach - . "7 P 
Ws < IP -* 7 


1 Obligati- :Yporale 10g, or Repining. . 


ASERCE) el 
mrs als A _— S813 £ 
| /GHADP. XV. both 


A TY 
nh £0 


| 4 Gora df, if ts Parts, and Duties F. 


oF 


To52 rs ai Points in aſs OLeticn 
of Benefit hats, Firſt, a Fudicrous 
Chorce in the Qbjet., Secondly, in the at- 
ter.of our Benguolenee3 And, Thirdly,. a 

Gracious rome? h in_the Manner of expeel. 
ſing; it. There arealſo intumbentup- 


on... the a ator other & i rs Di | 


which. will Aourve a Place in this 


"'Fr is abs to Jo ane Good Tutn, 
ind. tedp| it with a good Grace too, unleſs 
lion; with; more z;and without either. 


to charge that upon the Ingrati- 
= Jalkebr 4 Receier which, jo. truth, is 


Levity, and Indiſcreti- 
W ah ne Giver: or,all Circumſtances muſt 
be duely weigh'd, to Conſunumate the ACti- 
ONe.: earethat we find Ungrate- 
Obs hotgrrhat, with our Frowardneſs,Change 
umour,and Reproaches, there are more 
that we make ſo. And, this is the Buſinels : 
We Give with Deſign, and, moſt to thoſe 
that are able to give moſt again. We Give 
to the Covetous, and to the Ambitious; to 
thoſe that can never be Thankful ; = 
_ 


It _is a Com- | 
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ating, Xt 7 loſe this, or that Be- 
at ic befoſt, the favlr lies in the ill 
zofje ; for, rightly plac'd, it is as 
good as Confecrated; it we be deceived in 
another, let us not be deceived in our ſelves 
too. . A Charitable Man will-mend the Mat-. 
ter; and ſay to himſelf, _ be has forgot 
it ; perchance he could nos. perhaps he will yet 
Requite it, A Patient Creditor will, of an ill 
- Pay-maſter, in time,make a good Creditor ; 
an Obſtinate Goodneſs overcomes an ill dif- 
ae; z as a Barren Soyl is made Fruit- 
ul by Care and Tillage. But let a Man be 
never ſo Ungrateful, or Inhumane; he ſhall 
never deſtroy the Satisfaction of my having 


done a good Office, 


*BUT, What if others will be wicked? « jp; ,,up 

. WW Does it follow that we muſt be ſo too? If perſevere 
others will be Ungrateful, muſt we there- in doing 

fore be « $rnhnry, To Give, and to Loſe, 999+ 


is Nothing ; but to Loſe, and to Give ſtill, 


; is the Part of a great Mind. And the others, "2 
- Win cfte&, is the greater Loſs; for, the one © > 
- WW does but loſe his Benefit, and the other loſes | 


» Whimſelf. - The light ſhines upon the Pro- 
e Wfane and Sacrilegious, as well as upon the 
o Righteous, How many diſappointments do 
r Wv< meet with in nd ada and up 
an 
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to Sea again aftera Wreck. "An 1h 
Mind goes not propo 


Wicked, we ſhould In perſeyerein Well- 
doing, even amongſt Evil Mey, - I had ra- 


beſtow one: not to return a Benefit is the 
Greater Sin, but not to Confer it, is the Ear- 
lier. We cannot propoſe to our ſelves a 
more- glorious Example, than that of the 
Almighty, who neither needs, nor expects 
any thing from us; and yet he is continually 
ſhowring down, and diſtributing his Mer- 
cies and his Graces among us; not only for 
our Neceſlities, but alſo for our Delights : 
as Fruits, and Seaſons; Rain,and Sun-ſhine ; 
Veins of Water, and of Metal; and all this 
to the Wicked, as well as to the Good; 


mon Benefit of the Receivers. With what 
Face then can we be Mercenary one to 


Divine Providence gratis? *Fis a common 
faying, I gave ſuch, or ſuch a Man fo much 
Money, 1 would 1 bad thrown #t mto the 
- Sea. And yet the Merchant Trades again 
after a Piracy; and the.Banker ventures 


no. good Offices after a diſappointment, 
muſt ſtand ſtill, and do juſt nothing at all. 
The Plow goes on after a Barren Year; 
and, while, the Aſhes are yes warm, - 
raiſe 


and yet wecouple ſtill? He that has loſt one log 
Battel, hazards another. The Mariner pu ts 


- 
*-< 


ind do poſe the Profit cf un | 
Office, but the Duty. If the World be 


ther never receive a Kindneſs than never 


and without any other end than the com- 


another, that have receiv'd all things from 


afreſh after a bad Security. He that-will do. 
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v. 
-gew-houſe upon the Rvines of a for- 
"What Obligation can be greater than 


raiſe a 


Parents? And yet, ſhould we give them 
in theirgnfancy, it were all to no pur- 
tits, like Grain, muſt be fol- 
va fromthe Sced to the Harveſt, I will 
not fo much as leave any, place for Ingra- 
tirude.:#] will purſue, and I will encompaſs 
the Receiver with-Beneſfits; fo that let him 
look which way he will, his Benefator 
ſhall be till in his Eye, even when he would 
avoid his own Memory. And then I will 
remit to one Man, becauſe he calls for*r; to 
another, becauſe he does not ; to a third, be- 
cauſe he is Wicked ; and, to a fourth, be- 
cauſe he is the Contrary. Vl caſt away a 
Good Turn upon a Bad Man, and I'll re- 
quite a Good one, The one, becauſe it is 
my Duty ; and the other, that I may not be 
in his Debt. I donot love'to hear any Man 
complain, That he has met with a Thank- 
leſs Man. If he has met but with one, he 


thoſe, which Children receive from their 


[0 


_ has either been very Fortunate, or very 


Careful. And yet Care is not ſufficient. For, 
there is no way to ſcape the hazard of lo- 
ſing a Benefit, but the not beſtowing of it ; 
and, to negle& a Duty to my ſelf, for fear 


another ſhould abuſe ir. It is anothers fault 


if he be Ungrateful,but it is mine if 1 do not 
Give. To find one Thankfol Man, 1 will Ob- 
lige a great many that are not ſo. The Bu- 
ſineſs of Mankind would be at a ſtand, if we 
ſhould donothing for fear of Miſcarriages in 

G 2 Matters 
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believe all things, - before I give any man '/ 


over, .and do all that is poſſible that I may 
not lofe a Good Office, and a Friend t 

ther. What do | know, but benay:rve/® 
ſtand the Obligation ? Buſmeſs ay bave-ps 
out of his head, or taken him off front* Me may 
have ſupt bis Opportunity : | will fay, in Ex- 
cuſe of Humane Weakneſs, That one mans 
Memory is not. ſofficient for all things ; It is 
but of a limited Capacity, ſo as to hold on- 
ly ſo much, and no more; and when it is 
once full, it muſt let out part of what it had, 
to take in any thing beſide z and the laſt Be- 
nefit ever ſits cloſeſt to us. In our Youth, we 
forget the Obligations of our Infancy, and 
when we are Men, we forget thoſe of our 
Youth. If nothing will prevail, lect him 
keep what he has and welcome ; but: tet 
him have a care of Returning evil for good, 
and making it dangerous for. a man to do 
his duty.-I would no more give a Benefit to 
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ſuch a man, than-I would lend money to a' 


beggerly Spendthrift ; or depoſite any.in the 
hands of a known Knight of the Poſt. How- 
ever the Caſe ſtands, an Ungrateful Perſon 
is never the better for a Reproach; if he be 
already harden'd in his W ickedneſs, he gives 
no heed to't; and, if he be not, it turns a 
doubtful Modeſty into an Incorrigible Im- 

udence: Beſide that, he watches for ill 

ords, to pick a Quairel with them. 
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Matters of uncertain Event. I will try, and - 
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not”. _, Men in hand, as Phyſicians and , 
Surgeons do their Patients, and keep them jr. 
long&in fear, and pain, than needs, only 
mazaike the Core. A Generous: Man 
evecalilyz/>and Receives ashe Gives, but 
never Exadts. He rejoyces-in the Return, 
and J favourably of it whatever it be; 
and Contents himſelf with a bare Tharik 
for a Requital. ?Tis a harder: Matter with 
ſome to get the Benefit; after *cis promig'd, 
than-the firſt promiſe 'of it ;: there muſt be 
ſo many Friends made .in the Caſe. - One 
mult be defir*d to ſolicite another; and he 
muſt be entreated to move a Third, and a 
Fourth muſt be at laſt beſought to receive 
it; ſo that. the Author,. upon the upſhor, 
has the leaſt ſhare in the Obligation. 1t is 
then welcome when it comes free, and-with- 
out deduction; and no Maneither to [nter- 
_— to Hinder, or to Detain it.” And, let 

of ſuch a Quality too, that it be not 
only delightful in the Receiving, but after 
it is Receiv*d: which it will certainly. be, 
if wedo bur obſerve this Rule, never todo 
any thing for another, ' which we could not 
honeſtly defire for our ſelves. 
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+ che Benefattoris not to9-upbraid a * There 
zefit; ſo neither to delay it : Theone is /«/d be 
ireſone, and the other-odious. We muſt 77/2 
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, HERE are certain Rules, in Oh M nic 
ng r= betwixtthe Giver,and theREcelv: 
Wae.muſt- do toiebearfilly, that the Gi. 
= may.Receive. the Fruit of his Benefit in 
the: very -aft of beſtowing it. Kt is a juſt 
d of iSatisfactian, to ſce a Friend plea- 
fed: 3-but; it is mach-more, to mk him ſo, 
The Intention of the-One is to'be ſuited to 
the Intention of: the other ; and, there muſt 
be an Emulationbetwixt them, whether ſhall 
Oblige moſt. ' Let-the-one ſay, That he has 
Reteiy'd a Benefit, and let the other /per- 
ſmade bimfſelf that he has not Returw'd it. 
Eet the one ſay, / am paid; and the other, 
1 am yet tn your Debt ;, let the Benefactor 
acquir'the Receiver, and the Receiver bind 
himſelf:; The frankneſs of the diſcharge 
heightens the Obligation. It is in Corver- 
ſateop, as in a Termu-Court: Benefits are to 
betoſt like: Balls ;- the longer the Reft, the 
better are the Gameſters. The Giver, in 
ſome. Reſpect, has the Odds, becauſe (as 
in a Race) he. ſtarts firſt, and the other. 
muſt uſe great diligence to oyertake-him. 
The Retura muſt be larger than the firſt 
Obligation, to come up to't; and it is a 
Kind of Ingratitude, not to render it with 
Intereſt. In a Matter of Money, *Tis a 
common 
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omitien thipg to pay a Debt ont.of Cour 
| 4 tlbre it be. hes but we account pac 
elves to owe-nothing for a Good"Office 
beds Ws 9902 > 
wereas the Benefit increaſes by delay. So 
inieagole are we of the moſt important af- 
ir of, Hiimnenc Lite. That Man were 
doubt La Miſcrable .Condition, that 
could" ncltherfce, nor hear, nor taſte, nor 
feel, 'nor ſmell: but, How much more un- 
happy 8,he then, that wanting a ſenſe of 
Benefits, loſes the greateſt Comfort in Na- 
ture; inthe Bliſs of Giving,and Receiving 
them ? He that takes a Benefit as it is meant, 
isin the right; for, the BenefaCtor has then 
his end, and-his only end, when the Re- 
cciver is Grateful. 

THE more glorious part, in appearance, 
is that of the Giver; but, * the Receiver » 73. ze. 
has undoubtedly the harder Game to play, ceiver hos 
in many regards. There are ſome from the harder 
whom | would not accept of a Benefit; that wang 9 
is to ſay, from thoſe upon whom I would ' 
not beſtow one. For, Why ſhould not 1 ſcorn 
to receive a-Benefit,. where I am aſham'd ta 
owe it ? And, I would yet be more tender 
too, where 4 Receive, than where Give; 
for, *tis a torment to be in Debt, where a 
Man has no mind to pay; as it is the great- 
eſt delight imaginable to be engag'd by a 
Friend, whom I ſhould yet have a Kindneſs 
for, if I were never ſo much diſoblig?d. It 
is a-pain toan honeſt, and a generous Mind, 
to lic under a duty of affection againſt In« 
clination, I do not ſpcak here of. Wiſe 
G 4 Men, 
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me re a Care 


is the very foundation of Friendſhip, I will 
ſuppoſe my ſelf a Priſoner ; anda notorious 
Villain offers to lay down a Sum” of Money 
for my Redemption. F:rf, ſhall I make uſe 
of this Money, or no? Secondly, if 1 do, 
What Return ſhall I make him for*r? To 
. the Firſt Point, I will rake'it; but, only as 
a Debt, not as a Benefit, that ſhall ever tye 
me to a Friendſhip with him: And Second- 
ly, my Acknowledgmenr ſhall be only cor- 
reſpondent to ſuch an Obligation. It is a 
School-Queſtion, Whether or no rut, 
that thought Ceſar nor" fit to live, (and 
put himſelf in the head of a Confpiracy a- 
gaicſt him) could honeſtly have Receiv'd 
his Life from Ceſar, if he had fallen into 
Ceſar*s power, without examining what rea- 
ſoa mov*d him to that Aftion? How great 
a Man ſfoever he was in other Cafes, with- 
2 IM EE out 


Tl LW OP — # IRONY £ 


a 4 « * FEI 
4s WEI 8 "+ 2 LIE 


> XV "1. "OrBPNFÞITs. = 
A ote he wa#extreamly'ont+iin this, 4 
Jow the dignity of his Profeſſion. For 
c to fearthe Name of a-Kibg, when 
don the beſt State of ;Govern- 


nent L3- or. * oobrapkarce for Libefty, where 
oY 


-rXew were ropounded, both 
for Tx We nd | their-Glavesy. For him to 
imagine, a bring the'Laws to their 
former State, where ſomany thouſand lives 
had beetiloſt"in"the Conteſt,” not fo much - 
whether they: ſhould ſerve or-no., but- who 
ſhould be their Maſter : He was ſtrangely 
miſtaken ſure” in the Nature -and Reaſon of 

things, to Phanſy, that when Furs was 
gone, ſome body elſe would not ſtartup in 
his place, when there was 'yeta' 7 argquin 
found, after ſo. many Kings that:were de- 
ſtroy'd, either by Sword or Thunder : And 
yet the Refalution is, That he might have 
Receiv*d ic, but not as a Benefir ; for at that 
rate 1 owe my Life to every Man that does 
not take it away. 

. 2 GR/AECINUS FULIVS (whom Calz-' * A Bene- 
g£#1aputto death, out of a pure Malice to his f! 7*f#-'4 
Virtue) had a conſiderable. Sum of Money: 7. for _ i 
ſent him from Fabins Perſicus. ( a Man of 


Great and Infamous Example) as a:Contri- 


bution toward-the Expence of Plays , and 
other Publick- Entertainments; but Julins 
would not Receive it; and ſome of his 
Friends, that had an Eye more upon the 
Preſent, than the Preſenter;ask*d him, with 
ſome freedome, What he meant by refu- 
hg it? Why (ayes he) Do you think, that 
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to T og, for 1 would 


me cm 


wot take any thing 0 pans CHPUey.. * 
T O: match-this iScruple "gf Ricefving 
Money, with another of Keeping it ; and the 


Sum nat above Three pence, or 2 Groat at 
* 4 Pycha- moſt : 3 There was a certain” Pythagorean 
: | that Contrafted with a Cobler for a pair of 
ce. Shooes,' and ſome three or four days after, 
going to pay: him his Money, the ſhop was 
ſhut up ; and-when he had knock'd a grea 
while at the door, Friend ({ayes a Fell) 
you may hammer your heart out there, for the 
Man that you look for is Dead. And when our 
Friends are dead , we hear no more News of 
them ;, but yours that are to live again, will ſbift | 
well enough (alluding to Pythaporas his Tranſ- | 
migration. ) Upon this the Philoſopher went ] 
away, with his Money chinkiog in his hand, t 
and well enongh content to fave it : at laſt 
his Conſcience took check at it, and, upon A 
Reflexion, Though the Man be. dead "(ayes e 
he) to Others, be is alive ta Thee, pay him N 
what thou oweſt him: and. ſo he went back P, 
preſently,and thruſt it into his Shopthrough tt 
the Chink of the door. Whatever we owe, St 
*is our part to find where to pay it; and to m 
do it without asking too ; for whether the 
Creditor be good, or bed, the Debt is ſtill 
the ſame. 7 
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nk Des IN ;good  in;ſpite of my 
Teeth ;..as'it is.none, if 1 do any Man good F 
againſt my Will, A Man may both hate, and <1 


yet-Receive a Benefit art the ſame time the 
Money is never the worſe, becauſe a Fool, 


_ that is not read in Quoines, refuſes to take 


it. 1fthe thing be good for the” Receiver, 
and ſo intended, no matter how ill tis taken. 

Nay, the Receiver may be oblig*d,;” afid not 
know it: But, therecan beno Benefit;which 
is unknown to the Giver. Neither will I, 
upon any Terms, receive a Benefit from a 
Worthy Perſon that may dohim a Miſthief : 

It is the partof an Enemy, to ſave himſelf, 

by doing another 'Man harm. 

--5 BUT Whatever we do, let us be ſure ' Keep « / 
always to keep a Grateful Mind. 'It is not Gratefut | | 
enough to ſay, What Requital ſhall a poor 2% | | 
Man offer to a Prince; or, a Slave to his 
Patron ? When itis the glory of Gratitude, 
that it depends only upon the good will. | 
Suppoſe a Man defends my Fame; delivers | 
me from Beggery ; ſaves my Life ; or gives 
me Liberty, that is more than Life. - How 
ſhall I be grateful to that Man ? I will re- 
ceive, cheriſh, and rejoice ig the Benefit. 

Take it kindly, and it is requited : 'not _ 

: tag 


| im 15asMmychygreatneſs of: Mind in-the owing 
the retarn- Of a good , Turn, as in the doing of" it ; 
ing of Be- and, we-maſt no more;force a requital out 
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of Seaſon; ' than be wanting in it, He that 
precipitates a Return: does as good as ſay, 
4 am weary of being in this Mans Debt ; not 
but: that:che; haſteniog of a Requital , as 
a good Office, is a. Commendable Diſpo- 
fitioa ;;;but ?ris another thing , 'to do it as 
2 Diſcharge ; for, it-looks like caſting off 
a heavy, and a troubleſome: Burthen. ' ?Tis 
for the Begefactor to. ſay,” when. he will re- 
celvet z ino matter for the Opinion ef the 
World, ſo long as I'gratifie my own'Con- 


ſcience-;. for 1 cannot be miſtaken in -my 


felf, but another may, He that is 'over- 
ſolicitous to return a Benefit, thinks the 0- 
ther, fo. likewiſe to receive it. If hechad 
rather we ſhould keep it, . Why ſhould we 
refuſe, and preſume to diſpoſe of his Trea- 
fure,' wbo may call it in, or let it lye out, 
at his choice? ?Tis as. much a fault, to 
receive what I ought not, as not to give 
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Chap XvI. Of BENEFITS. 
'w bar ought : for; ithe Giver basthe Pri- 
- viledge of Chuſing his own 'tame- for Re- 
cervittg. * Bb © 7 HM A 
are too proud in {the iconfer- ? There 
z. others, inthe Receiving "ft env. 
is;; to ſay the: Fruth,, in- 74 <& 
6 ; y,_ *O ny Te ty: HF cher in the 


. are ſome that will-rot Receive a: Benefit, 
but in Private z nor thank you for?t but in 
your Ear, or in.a Corner ; there muſt- be 
nothing under Hand, and Seal, no Broak- 
ers, Notaries, or. Witneſſes in the Caſe: 
This is not ſo much a Scruple of modeſty, 
aS a kind of denying the Obligation, and 
only a leſs harden'd Ingratitude. Some re- 

.ceive Benefits ſo coldly, and 'indifferently, 
that a Man would think the Obligation lay 
on the other ſide, as who ſhould ſay, We, 
ſince you will needs have it ſo; I am content to 
rake :t, . Some again, ſo careleſly, as if they 
hardly knew of any ſuch thing, whereas 
we ſhould rather Aggravate the- matter, 
You carnot Imagine huw many ycu have oblig*d 
in this Att : there never was ſo great, ſo kind, 
ſo ſeaſonable a Courteſie. Fm nins never gain'd 

ſo much rpon Augrſtus, as by a Specch, 
upon the getting of his Fathers Pardon for 
ſiding with Anthony, This Grace, ſayes he, 
is the only Trqury that ever Caeſar did me;, for 
it bas put me upon a neceſſity of Living, and 

Dying 
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Dying Ungreveful. "Tis-: fafer to" 
Gn priſe, than to oblige them ; we: the 
_ - oo GE = "Thep 
| 0 3; asif the g ' of open- 
ned to their BenefaCtors, were an” Ar- | 
gument, . that they lye: utider no. 
on. Some people are ſo four, ah 
tur*d, that they take it for an Afﬀeont to 
have an Obligation, or a Return offer*d |. 
- them, to the diſcouragement both of Boun- 
ty, and of Gratitude together. The not 
—_ and the not receiving of Benefits, 
equally a Miſtake. He that refuſes a 
niet one, ſeems to be. offended at an old 
one: and yet ſometimes I would neither 
return a-Benefit, no nor ſo much as re- 
ecive it if I might. 
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CHAP. xvii. 


zreaches Gratitude, pleads the 

. © Caunfe both-of God and Man; for, 
without it, *we-can neither be Sociable, nor 
Religious.: There is a ſtrange delight in the 


very purpoſe, and Contemplation of it , as | 


well as in the Aftion; when 1 can ſay to 
my ſelf, 7 love my Benefattor ; What is there 
in this World that I would not do to oblige, 
and ſerve him ? Where have not the means 
of a Requital, the very Meditation of it 
is ſufficient. A Man is never the leſs an Ar- 
tiſt, fqr not having his Tools abont him ; 
or a Muſician, becauſe he wants his Fiddle ; 
Nor is he the leſs brave, becauſe his hands 
are bound : or, the worſe Pilot, for _ 
upon dry Ground. If 1 have only a Wil 
. tobe grateful, I am ſo. Let me beupon the 
* Wheel; or, under the hand of the Executi- 
oner; Let me be burnt Limb by Limb,and 
my whole Body dropping in the Flames, 
a good Conſcience ſupports 'me in all Ex- 
treams : Nay;it is comfortable even in death 
itſelf: For, when we come to approach 
that point, What care do we take to: ſum- 
mon, and call to mind all our Benefactors, 
and the good Offices they have done us, 
that we may leave the World fair, and ſet 


our Minds in Order. Without Gratitude we 


can 
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can neither have Security, Pange, nor Sup 
tatton”: And, ir is not therefore the leſs de- 
ous 


Benefits along with it. Suppoſe the Sun, the 
Moan, and the Stars had no other bulineſs, 
than only to paſs oyer our:Heads, without 
any effect -upon- our. Minds, or. Bodies ; 
. without any regard to'our, Health, Fruits, 
or Seaſons: a Man could: hardly life up his 
Eyes towards the Heavens without wonder 
and veneration, to ſee ſo many Millions of 
Radiant Lights, and to obſerve their Cour- 
ſes, . and Revolutions, even without any re- 
ſpect'to the Common good of the Univerſe. 
But when we come to conſider, that Provi- 
dence and Nature, are ſtill at work when we 
ſleep; with the admirable Force, and Ope- 
ration of their Influences and Motions, we 
cannot then but acknowledge their *Orna- 
ment to be the leaſt part of their value; 
and that they are more to be eſteem'd for 
their Virtue, than for their Splendor. Their 
main End, and Uſe, is matter of Life, and 


more confiderable for their Majeſty and 
Beauty.And ſoit is with Gratitude; we love 


Self. 


deſite of People out of their Wits, We muſt go 
«i O9p:/i- into Baniſhment; lay down our Lives; Beg- 


'2ns- . gar, andexpoſe our ſelves to Reproaches : 


Nay, it is often ſcen,that Loyalty ſuffers the 
| Puniſhment 
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3 firable, becauſe it draws many Adventitious- 


Neceſlity, though they may ſeem. to us . 


it rather for Secondary Ends, than for it. 


We muſt be - N O Man can be Grateful without con-_ 
grateful in temning thoſe things that put the Common 


£ "FT VOny's "oo Wor GT 
> ONE TITYT T 0 ESD IRIS © n Y , 
o Be" TEL © $i IDES ic a - : " 
Ss 4. at na Nt LF BNET OE = 3 
ay tos 1% es : ; one 
PvE RES". 
"Ire a? . 2 C . © 
 . Char X : 
4a Q - f I L : * 
: E . 4 
g 


Puniſhment due to Rebellion; and, that 
Treaſon receives the Rewards of Fidelity. 
As the Benefits of it aremany, and great, 
ſo are the hazards, which is the Caſe, more 
or leſs, of all other Virtues : and it were 
hard, if this, above the reſt, ſhould be both 
painful'and fruitleſs : ſo that though we 
may go cutrently on-with it in ſmooth way, 
we mult yet prepare, and reſolve, (if need 
be ) to force our pallage tor, even if the 


© way were cover'd with Thorns, and Ser- * 


" pents; and, fall back, fall edge, we-muſt be 
Grateful ſtill. Grateful for the Virtue ſake, 
and Grateful over and above upon the point 
of Intereſt ; for, -it preſerves old Friends, 
and gains new ones. It is not our buſineſs 
to fiſh for one Benefit with another; and 
by beſtowing a little, to get more : or to 
oblige for any ſort of Expedience, but be- 
cauſe I onght to doit, and becauſe I love 
it ; and that to ſuch a degree,that if I could 
not be Grateful,without appearing the con- 
trary; if I could not retura a Benefit with- 
out. being - ſuſpeted of doing an Injury ; 
in deſpite of Infamy ix ſelf, I would yet be 
Grateful. No Man is greater in my eſteem, 
than he that ventures the Fame to preſerve 
the Conſcience of an honeſt Man; the one 
is but Imaginary, the other Solid, and In- 
eſtimable. I cannot call him Grateful, who, 
in the inſtant of returning one Benefit, has 
his Eye upon another. He that is Grateful 
for Profit or Fear, is like a Woman that is 
honeſt, only upon the Coore of Repuaen. 
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> Grati- _ * As Gratitude is a Neceſſary, and a Glo- 
tude 5 an r1qus, fo is it alfoan Obvious, a Cheap,and 
07:49, ©, an eaſie Virtue: So Obvious, that where- 
_ 67 % ſoever there is'7 Life, there is a place-for 
Virtue. it: So Cheap, that the Covetous Man may 
be Grateful without Expence; and ſo Eaſje, 
| that the Sluggard may be ſo likewiſe, with- 
out Labour. And yet it is not without its 
Niceties too; for, there may be a Time, a 
Place, or Occaſion, wherein 1 ought not 
to return a Benefit; Nay, wherein I may 

better 'diſown it,” than deliver it; 
z 7s one - 3 LET it be underſtood, by the way , 
thing to be that *cis one thing to be Grateful for a good 
Grateful Office, and another thing to Return it : the 
fo ” —_ good Will is enough -in one Caſe, being as 
>.» much as the one ſide demands, and the 
thing ts Other promiſes; but the Effect is requiſite 
Returnit. in the other. The Phyfician that has done 
his beſt, is acquitted, though the Patient 
dies; and ſo is the Advocate, though the 
Clyent may loſe his Cauſe. The General 
of an Army, though the Battle be loſt, is 
yet worthy of Commendation, if he has 
diſcharg?*d all the parts of a prudent Com- 
mander; In this Caſe the one acquits him- 
ſelf, though the other be never the better 
for*t. He is a Grateful Man that is always 
willing and ready; and he that ſeeks for all 
means, and occaſions of requiting a Bene- 
fit, though without attaining his end, does 
a-great deal more than the Man, that with- 
out any trouble makes gn immediate Re- 
turn. ' Suppoſe my Friend a Priſoner, and 
that 
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that 1 have; fold ny -Eſtare for his Ranſom : 
I.;pot, toSea/in Fout Weather, and vpott a 
Coaſt-thatspeſter?d with Pyrats: my Friend 
happensto-be-Redeenvd-before 1 come to 


the place;- my:Gratitude is as much co be 


O— as if he had beer a Prifoner; 
and, if-thad been taken, and robb*d my 
ſelf, it ſil} have been the ſame Cafe. 
Nay, theres is a Gratitude in the very 
Countenance; for an honeſt Man bears his 
Conſcience in his Face, and propounds the 
requitatof a good turn in the very moment 
of receiving it: he is Chearful, and Confi- 
dent ;andin the poſſeſſion of a true Friend- 
ſhip, deliver?d from all Anxiety. There 
is this:difference betwixt a Thankful Man, 
and an Unthankful; the one is always pleag?d 
in the good he has dove, and the other 
only once, in what he has recerv?d. There 
mult be aBenigmty' m the Eſtimation 
even of the ſmalleſt Offices, and ſuch a 
Modeſty av'appears to be oblig*d in what- 
ſocver it-gives. AsIt is indeed a very great 
Benefit, the opportunity of doing a good 
Office to'@ worthy Man; He thar atteridsro 
the. preſent, and remembers what?s paſt; 
ſhall never be Ungrateful. But, who ſhalt 
judge in the Caſe? for a Man may be 
Grateful without making a Return, and 
Ungrateful with ic. Our beſt way is to 
help every thing by a fair Interpretation; 
and wheveſoever there is a doubt, to allow 
it the moſt favourable conſtruction : for 
he that is exceptious at words, or looks, has 
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SENEC 4 Chap. XVII. 
a Mind to pick a Quarrel. For my own part, 
when I —_ | and 
know what I owe, and to whom, t I 
make my return ſooner to ſome; and later 
to others, as occaſion 'or fortune will give 
me leave, yet Pl! be juſt'to all, I will be 
Grateful ro Sod; to Man; to thoſe that 
have oblig*d me; nay, even to thoſe that 
have oblig'd my Friends. 1 am bound in 
Honour, and in Conſcience, to be thankful 
for what I have receiv*d; and if I be not 
yet full, it is ſome pleaſure ſtill that I may 
hope for more. For the Requital of a Fa- 
vour, there muſt be Virtue, Occaſion, Means, 
and Fortune. - | 

IT is a Common thing to ſcrew up Ju- 
* A Man tice to the pitch of an Injury. 4 A Man 
may be 0- may be Over-Righteous;, and, W hy not Over- 
re %.; Grateful too? There is a Miſchievous ex- 
 ver- Ceſs, that borders ſo cloſe upon Ingrati- - 
righteows. tude, that it .is no eaſie matter to diſtin- 
guiſh the one from the other : but, in re- 
gard that there is good Will in the bottom 
of it, ( however diſtemper'd; for it is effe- 
Atually but Kindneſs our of the Wits) we 
ſhall diſcourſe it under the Title of Grart:- 

tude Miſtaken. 
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CHAP. XVII. 
Gratitude Miſt aken. 


» 

'Fs refuſe a'good Office, not ſo much 

becauſe we do not need it, as becauſe 
we would tot be indebted for it, is a kind 
of Phantaſtical Ingratitude ; and ſomewhat 
a-Kin to\ that. Nicety of humour on the 
other ſide, of being Over-Grateful ; only 
it lies another way,and ſeems to be the more 
pardonable Ingratitude of the two. Some 
People take it for a great Inſtance of their 
good Will, to be ſtill wiſhing their Bene- 
fators, ſuch or ſuch a Miſchief; only, for- 
ſooth, that they themſelves might be the 
happy Inſtruments of their Releaſe. Theſe 
Men do like extravagant Loyers, that take 
it for a great proof of their Aﬀection, to 
wiſh one azother Baniſt'd, Beggar*d, or 
Diſeas'd, that they might have the oppor- 
tunity of interpoſing to their relief. What 
' difference is there betwixt ſuch Wiſhing and 
Curſing ? Such an Aﬀection and a Mortal 
Hatred ? The Intent is good, you'll ſay, 
but this is a Mifapplication of it. Let ſuch 
a one fall into my Power; or into the hands 
of his Enemies, his Creditors, or the Com- 
mon People, and no Mortal be able tg 
reſcue him but my ſelf. Let his Life, his 
Liberty, and his —_— lye all at 
Stake, and no Creature, bu 
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EAR CHA Quay XY. 
dition to ſuccour him, And why all this, but * 
becauſe he has oblig*d me, and I woltdre- 


quite him ? If this be Gratitude, to pro- 


pound Jayles, Shackles, Slavery, War,Beg- 
gary, to the Man thagyou-would requite ; 
What would you do where you are Ungrate- 
ful? This way of , Proceedings 10 nd 
aboye that ir is impioys in it ſelt, .is-ljkewiſe 
over-haſty, and unſcaſonable-:. for, be that 
goes too faſt, is as much to blame, as he 
that does not move at all ( to; ſay nothing 
of the Injuſtice) for if I had never been 
ablig'd, I ſhould never have wilh'd ig. There 
are Seaſons wherein a Benefit 1s [neither to 
be Receiv*d, nor Requited. To prefs a 
Return ppon me, when 1 do not deſire it, 
is Unmannerly ; bart it is worſe to force me 
ro defire it. How rigorous would he be to 
exact a Requital, who is thus eager to re- 
turn-it 2? To wiſh a Man in diſtrefs, that I 
may . relieye him ;. is, firlt to wiſh him Mi- 
ferable; to wiſh that he may ſtand in need 
of any body, is ag«inft Him; and to wiſh 
that he may ſtang ig need of Me, is for my 
ſelf : So that my buſinefs is not fo much a 
Charity to my Friend, :as the Cancelling of 
a Bond : Nay, it is balf way the wiſh of an 
Enemy, It is Barþargus to wiſh a Man in 
Chains, Slavery, or Want,only to bring him 
out, again: Leg me. rather wiſh, him pow- 
erful, and happy;/agd my ſelf indebted ro 
him. By Nature, we are prone:te Mercy, 
Humanity, Compaſſion; may. we berexcited 
La be more ſo, by the Number of the Graze- 
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ful ; may their Number increaſe, and may 
we have no need of trying them. 
IT is not for an honeſt Man to make 


1 XVIN. Of BENEFITS. 


way to. a Good Office by a Crime; * as if * We muff 


a Pilot ſhonld pray for a-Tempeſt, char he 
might prove his, Skill ; or a General wiſh his 
Army routed, that he might ſhew himſelf 
a great Commander in recovering of the 
day. ?*Tis throwing of a Man into a Ri- 
ver, to take him out again. *Tis an Obli. 
gation, I confeſs, to cure a Wound, or a 
Diſeaſe; but, to make that Wound, or Diſ- 
caſe, on purpoſe to Cure it, is a moſt per- 
verſe Ingratitude. Is is barbarous even to 
an Enemy, much more, to a Friend; For, 
it is not ſo much to do him a Kindneſs, as 
to put him in need of .it. Of the two, let 
it be rather a Scar, than a Wound; and 
yet it would be betrer to have it neither. 
Rome had been little beholden to Scipio, if 
he had prolong'd the Prnique War, that he 
might have the finiſhing of it at laſt; or to 
the Deciz, for dying for their Country, if 
they had firſt brought it to the laſt Extre- 
mity of needing their Devotion, It may 
be a good Contemplation, but it is a lewd 
Wilh, eAzeas had never been {irnamed the 
Pious, if he' had wiſl'd the ruine of his 
Country, only that he might have the ho- 
nour of taking his Father out of the Fire; 
"Tis the Scandal of a Phyſician to make 
Work, and irritate a Diſeaſe, and to tor- 
ment his Patient for the Reputation of his 
Cure, If a Man ſhould openly imprecate 
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SENECA Chap. XVII. © 
Poverty, Captivity, Fear, or Danger, 
on a Perſon that he has been' Oblig*d to, 
would not the whole World condemn him 
for*t? And, What's the difference; bat 
that the One is only a Private Wiſh, and 
the Other, a Publick Declaration ? R«- 
relive was told in his Exile, that for his 
Comfort, there would be &er long a Civil }. 
War, that would bring all the Baniſh*d + 
Men Home again. God forbid, ſays he, for 
T had rather my Country ſhould bluſh S my Ba- 
xiſhment, than Mourn for my Retwrn, How 
much more honourable is it to Owe chear- 
fully, than to Pay diſhoneſtly ? It is the wiſh 
of an Enemy to take a Town, that he may 
preſerve it, and to be Victorious, that he 
may forgive; but, the Mercy comes after 
the Cruelty ; beſide, that it is an Injury both 
to God and Man, for the Man muſt be firſt 
afflicted by Heaven, to be reliev*d by me. So 
that we impoſe the Cruelty upon God, and 
take the Compaſſion to our ſelves, and, at 
the beſt, it is but a Curſe that makes way for 
a Bleſſing; the bare Wiſh is an Injury ; and, 
if it does not take effet,tis becauſe Heaven 
has not heard our Prayers. Or,if they ſhould 
ſucceed, the fear it ſelf is a Torment : And, 
it is much more deſirable to have a firm, and 
unſhaken Security.* Tis Friendly to wiſh it in 
your Power tooblige me, if ever | chance to 
need it ; but it is unkind to wiſh me miſera- 
ble, that I may need it. How much more Pi- 
ous is it,, and Humane, to wiſh that I may 
never want the Occaſion of Qbliging, = 
"7 the 
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"Chap. XIX. Of BENEFITS. tor | 
the Means of doing it; nor ever have reaſon 2 
to repent of what I have done ? _ 
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CHAP. XX 
Of Ingratitude. 


NGRATITUDE is of all Crimes, that 
which we are to accompt the moſt Ve- 
* nialin others, and the Unpardonable 

in our ſelves. It is Impious to the higheſt de- 

gree; for,it makes us fight againſt our Chil- 
dren, and our Altars. There are, there ever 
were, and there eyer will be Criminals of 

all ſortsz:as Murtherers, Tyrants, Thieves, 
Adulterers, Traytors, Robbers, and Sacri- 
legious Perſons; but, there is hardly any 
Notorious Crime without a Mixture of In- 
gratitude. It diſunites Mankind, and breaks 

the very Pillars of Society. And:yet ſo far is 

' this Prodigious Wickedneſs from being any 
wonder to us, that even thankfulneſs it ſelf 
were much the greater of the two. For Men 

are deterr*d from it by Labour, Expence, 
Lazineſs, Buſineſs ; or elſe diverted from it 

by Luſt, Envy, Ambition, Pride, Levity,Raſh- 

neſs, Fear : Nay, by the very Shame of Con- 
feſling what they have Receiv*d. And theUn- 
thankful Man has nothing to ſay for himſelf 

- all this while; For,there needs neither Pains, 
[- nor Fortune, for the diſcharge of his Duty ; 
y Beſide, the inward Anxiety, and Torment, 
1s when a Mans Conſcience makes him afraid 
of his own thoughts, TO 
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T O ſpeak againſt the Uograteful, is to 


” aF-.ceal rail againſt Mankind; .* for, eyen thoſe that 
complain are guilty; nor do I ſpeak only 


of thoſe that do not Hive up to the ſtrict 
Rule of Virtne-; but Mankind it ſelf is de- 
generated, and loſt, We live unthankfully 
in this World,' and we: go ſtrugling and 
murmuring out of it; diſfatisfy*'d with our 
Lot ; whereas we ſhould be: Grateful for 
the Bleſſings we have enjoy*d, and accoufit 
that ſuſficient which Providence has appoin- 
ted for us: A little more time may make our 
Lives longer, but not happier ; and when- 
ſoever it is the pleaſure of God to call us, 
we mult obey ;, and yet all this while we go 
on quarrelling at the World for what we 
find in our felves, and we are yet more un- 
thankful ro Heaven, than we are to one an- 
other. -W har Benefit can be great now 
to that Man that deſpiſes the Bounties of 
his Maker ?:'We would be as ſtrong: as 
Elephants, as ſwift as Backs, as light as 
Birds, and we complain that we have nat 
the Sagacity-of Dogs; the Sight of Eagles, 
the long Life of Ravens; nay, that we are 
not Immortal, and endu'd with the know- 
ledge of things to come. Nay, we take -it 
I, that we gre not God% upon Earth : ne- 


' ver conſidering the Advantages of our Con- 


dition, or the Benignity of Providence in 
the Comforts that we enjoy. We ſubdue 
the ſtrongeſt of Creatures, and overtake 
the ficeteſt ; We reclaim the Fierceſt, and 
pue-wit the Craftieſt. We are within one 
degree 
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-degree of Heaven itſelf , and yet we ave 
. not ſatisfied-: Since-there is not any one 
_ Creature which we had rather be , we take 
it ill that we cannatdraw the United Ex. 
czllencies of all other” Creatures into our 
ſelves, : Why are we not rather thankful to 
.thatGoodneſfs, which has ſubjected the whole 
.Creation to our Uſe, and Service ? 


> THE Principal Cauſes of Ingrati- * cauſes of 
tude, are Pride, and Self-Conceipt, Avarice, Ingratts 
Envy,&c. ?Tisa familiar Exclamation, *Tis **4** 


true, be did thisor that for me, but it came ſo 


late, and it was ſo little, I bad &en as good 


have been without it : If he had not given it 
to me, be muſt have given it to ſome body elſe; 
it was nothing out of his own pocket : Nay, 
weare ſo Ungrateful, that he that gives us 
all we have, if he leaves any thing to him- 
ſelf, we reckon that he does us an injury. 
It colt Fulizs Ceſar his Life, the diſappoint- 
ment of his Unſatiable Companions; and 
yet he reſerv'd nothing of all that he got, 
to himfelf, but the liberty of diſpoſing it. 
There is no Benefit ſo large, but Maligni- 
ty will ſtill leſſen it : none ſo narrow, which 
a good Interpretation will not enlarge. 
No Man ſhaliever be Grateful, that views 
a Benefit on the wrong fide; or takes a 
good Office by the wrong handle. The 
Avaritious Man is naturally Ungrateful, for 
he never thinks he has enough, but, with- 
out confidering what he has, only Minds 


what he covets. Some pretend want of 


power to make a competent Return, and 
| you 
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3 Not to re- 
turn Good 
for Good is 
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for Good, is 
Diabolical. 


S B N E C 4 | Chap. XIX; 
you ſhall find-in others a kind of Graceleſs 
Modeſty, that makes a Man afſham'd of 
requiting an Obligation, becauſe *tis a Con- 
feſlion that he has receiv*d one. 

3NOT to return one good Office fo 
another, is [nhumane, but to return evil 
for good is Diabolical, There are too 
manyeven of this ſort, who, the more they 
owe, the more they hate. There*s nothing 
more dangerous than to oblige thoſe Peo- 
ple, for when they are Conſcious of not 
paying the Debt, they wiſh the Creditor 
out of the way. It is a Mortal hatred, 
that which ariſes from the Shame of an 
abuſed Benefit. When we ars on the ask- 
ing fide, What a deal of cringing there is, 
and profeſſion? Well, I ſhall never forget 
this Favour, It will be an eternal obligation 
tome. But, within a while, the Note is 
chang?d, and we hear no more words ont ; 
till, by little and little, it isall quite for- 
gotten. . So long as we ſtand in need of a. 
Benefit, there is nothing dearer to us ; nor 
any thing cheaper, when we have receiv*d 
it. And yet a Man may as well refuſe to 
deliver up a Sumr of Money that's left him 
in Truſt, without a Sute, as not to re- 
turn a good Office without asking; and 
when we have no value any further for the 
Benefit, we do commonly care as little for 
the Author. People follow their Intereſt ; 


. 


one Man is Grateful for his Convenience, 
and another Man is Ungrateful for the ſame 
Reaſon. 
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' Chap. XIX. Of BENEFITS. 
4 SOME are Ungrateful to their Coun- * There are, + " 


trey; and their own Countrey no leſs 

Ungrateful to others; ſo that the Com- 

plaint of Ingratitade reaches all Men. 

Does not the Son wiſh for the death of his 
Father ? the Husband for that of his Wife ? 
&c. But, who can! look for Gratitude in an 
Age of ſo many Gaping, and Craving Ap- 
petites, where all People take, and none 
give ? In an Age of Licence to all ſorts of 
Vanity, and Wickedneſs; as Luſt, Glutto- 


'ny, Avarice, Envy, Ambition, Sloth, In- 


folence, Levity, Contumacy, Fear, Raſh- 
neſs, Private Diſcords, and Publick Evils, 
Extravagant and Groundleſs wiſhes, vain 
Confidences, Sickly AﬀeCttions, Shameleſs 
Impieties, Rapine Authoriz'd, and the Vi- 
olation of all things Sacred and Profane. 
Obligations are purſy?d with Sword and 
Poyſon : Benefits are turn'd inzo Crimes ; 
and that Blood moſt Seditiouſly Spilt, for 
which every honeſt Man ſhould expoſe his 
own. Thoſe that ſhould be the Preſer- 
vers of their Countrey , are the Deſtroy- 
ersof it z and *tis matter of Dignity to 
trample upon the Government ; the Sword 
gives the Law, and Mercenaries take u 

Arms againſt their Maſters. Among theſe 
turbulent, and unruly Motions, W hat hope 
1s there of finding honeſty, or good Faith, 
which is the quieteſt of all Virtues ? There 


is no more lively Image of humane Life, 


than that of a Conquer'd City : there's nei- 
ther Mercy, Modeſty, nor Religion ; = 
I 


as well as 
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Ungravefut 
Governour s 


Ungratefid 
Men, 


"GENECA: Chap. XI) 
if we forget our Lives, we, may well for- 
get our Benefits. The World abounds with: 
Examples of Ungrateful. Perfons, and+no; 
kſs with thoſe of Ungrateful Governments; 
Was not Cataline Ungrateful ? Whoſe Ma-' 
lice aim'd, not only at the Maſtering; of 
his Countrey, but at the total deſtruſtion 
of it, by calling in aa laveterate, and Vin- 
dictive Enemy from beyond the Alpes, to 
wreak their long thirſted-for Revenge ; and. 
to Sacrifice the Lives of as many noble: Ro 
714us, as might ſerve to anſyer and appeaſe 
the Ghoſts of the Slaughter*d-Ganles ? Was 
not Aarizs Ungrateful 4. that from a Cam- 
mon Soldier, being raiſed yp-to a Coaſul;. 
not, only gave the Word'for Civil Blagd- 
ſhed , and. Mafſacres, -:but, was bimſelf:;ghe 
Sign for the. Execution.z' and every Man 
he met in the Streets, to whom he did inot- 
ſtretch out his: Right Hand,was Murther*d ? 
And, was not Syila Ungrateful too 2; that 
when he had: waded up to'the Gates in Hu: 
mane Blood, carry*d the Outrage inta the, 
City, and there moſt barbarouſly cur. two 
entire Legions to pieces in ,a Corner:; not 
only after the Victory , but moſt perſfidi-: 
ouſly after quarter given them. Good God } 
that ever any Man ſhould nat- only ſcape. 
with Impunity, but receive a reward for 
ſo horrid a Villany ? Was not: Pompey Lln- 
grateful too.? who,after three-Conſulſhips, 
three Triamphs, and ſo many Honours 
Uſurp*d before his time, ſplit the Common- 
wealth into. three-Partsz. and brought it 
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to ſuch a Paſs, that there was no hope of 
Safety, but by Slavery-; Only,-forſooch, ta 
abate the Envy of his Power, he took a= 
ther Partners-with him into the Govern- 
ment, as if that which was not lawful for 
any one , might have been allowable for 
more ; dividing, and diſtributivg-the Pro- 
vinces, and breaking all into a Triumvirare, 
reſerving ſtill two parts of the three in his 
own Family. Ahd, Was not' Ce/ar Uns 
grateful alſo? thovgh, to give him his due, 
he was a Man of his Word ; Merciful in 
his Viftories, and never kilPd any- Man, 
but with his Sword in his Hand. Let us 
therefore forgive 'one another. Only one 
Word more now for the ſhame of Ungrate- 
ful Governments. Was not Camillis ba- 
niſh*d'? Scipio difmifPd'? and Cicero exiPd, 
and plunder?d? But, What is-all this to 
thofe that are ſo mad, as to diſpute even 
the goodneſs of Heaven, which: gives us 
all, and expeRts nothing again, _ but conti- 
nues giving to the moſt Unthankful, and 
Complaining, | 
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CHAP. XX 
There can be no Law againſt Ingratitude. 


T* GRATITUDE is ſo dangerous to it 
ſelf, and ſo deteſtable to other people, 
that Nature, one would think , had ſuffici- 
ently provided againſt it, without need of 
any other Law. For every Ungrateful 
Man is his own Enemy, and it ſeems ſu- 
perfluous to compell a Man to be kind to 
himſelf, and to follow his own LInclinati- 
ons. This, of all wickedneſs imaginable, 
is certainly the Vice which does the moſt 
divide, gud diſtraft Humane Nature. With- 


nor ſafe; for it is only Society that 

cures us; Take us oneby one, and we ars 
a prey even to Brutes, as well as to one 
another; Nature has brought us into the 
World Naked, and Unarm'd; we have 
not the Teeth or the Paws, of Lyons or 
Bears, to make our ſelves terrible : bur, 
by the two Bleſſings of Reaſon, and Union, 
we Secure and Defend our Selves againſt 


Man the Maſter of all other Creatures, 


who otherwiſe were ſcarce a Match for the 
weakeſt 
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out the Exerciſe, and the Commerce of * 
mutual Offices, we can be neither DaPPF» | 
e- 


Violence and Fortune. This it is that makes 
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weakeſt of them. This: is it that com- 
forts us in Sickneſs, in Age, in Miſery, 
in Pains, and in the worſt of Calamities. 
Take away this Combination, and Man- 
kind is diſſociated, and falls to pieces. *Tis 
true, that there is no Law eſtabliſhd a- 
gainſt this abominable Vice : but we can- 
not ſay yet, that it ſcapes unpuniſh'd, for, 
a publick hatred is certainly : the greateſt 
£ of all Penalties; over and above that, we 
' loſe the moſt valuable Bleſſing of Life, in 
the not beſtowing, and receiving of Bene- 
fits. If Ingratitude were to be puniſh'd 
by a Law, it would diſcredit the Obliga- 
tion; for a Benefit is to be Given, not 
Lent: And if we have no Return at all, 
there's no juſt Cauſe of Complaint : for 
Gratitude were no Virtue, if there were 
any danger in being Ungrateful. There 
are Halters, I know, Hooks, and Gibbets, 
provided for Homicide, Poyſon, Sacriledge, 
and Rebellion ; but Ingratitude (here up- 
on Earth) is only puniſtd in the Schools ; 
all further Pains, and' Inflictions, being 
wholly remitted to Divine Juſtice. And, 
if a Man may Judge of the Conſcience by 
the Countenance, the Ungrateful Man is 
never without a Canker at his Heart ; his 
Mind and Aſpect, is ſad and follicitous; 
_— the other is always Chearful and 
rene. 
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'There nei- AS there * are no Laws Extant againſt 
ther is, nor [ngratitude;, So Is it utterly impoſſible to 
44 == contrive any, that in all Circumſtances ſhall 
[owageinſt reachit. 1 & were Adtionable, there would 
rude. Not be Courts enough in the whole World, 

to try the Caules in. There can be no ſet- 
ting a day for the requiting of Benefits, 
as for th Payment of Money, nor any Efti- 
mate upon the Benefits themſelves, but the 
whole matter reſts in the Conſcience of both 
Parties; And then there ,are ſoa many de- 
grees of it, that the ſame Rule will never 
ſerve all : Bcſide that,to proportion it,as the 
Benefit is greater or leſs, will be both im- 
2raCticable, and without Reaſon, One good 
Turn faves my life ; another, my Freedom, 
or peradventure my very Soul. How ſhall 
any Law non-ſuit a Puniſhment to an Ingra- 
titude,under theſe differing degrees? It muſt 
not be ſaid in Benefits as in Bonds, Pay what 
y9# owe, How ſhall a Man pay Life, Health, 
Credit, Security, in k:nd? There can be no 
ſet Rule to bound that infinite variety of 
Caſes, which are more properly the Subjet 
of Humanity,and Religion, than of Law,and 
Publick Juſtice. There would be Diſputes 
alſo about the Benefit it ſelf ; which muſt 
rorally depend upon the Courteſie of the 
Judge, for no Law lmaginable can ſet it 
forth. One Man G:ves me an Eſtate; ano- 
ther only Lends me a Sword, and that Sword 
preſerves my Lite. Nay, the very ſame thing 
ieveral ways done, changes the Quality of 
the Obligation. A Word, a Tone, a Look, 
makes 
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makes a great Alteration in the Caſe. How 
ſhall we judge then, and determine a Mat- 
ter which docs not depend upon the Fact it 
ſelf, but upon the Force,and Intention of it? 
Some things are reputed Benefits, not for 
their value, but becauſe we defire them. And 
there are Offices of a much greater Value, 
that we do not reckon upon at all. If Ingra- 
titude were Liable to a Law, we muſt never 


" give, but before Witneſles, which would 


overthrow the dignity of the Benefit. And 
then the Puniſhment muſt either be cqual, 
where the Crimes are unequal, or elſe it muſt 
be unrighteous : So that Blood muſt anſwex 
for Blood. Hethar is Ungrateful for my ſa- 
ving his Life, muſt forfeit his own. And, 
What can be more inhumane, than that Be- 
nefits ſhould conclude in Sanguinary Events? 
A Man faves my Life,and PmUngrateful for 
it: Shall I be puniſh'd in my Purſe ? That's 
too little : if it be leſs than the Benefit, it 
is unjuſt, and it muſt be Capital to be made 
equal to it, There are moreover certain 
Priviledges granted to Parents, that can ne- 


ver be reduc'd to a Common Ryoule : Their 


Injuries may be mg not their Be- 
nefits. The diverfity of Caſes is too large, 
and intricate to be brought within the Pro- 
ſpect of a Law : So that it is much more 
Equitable to Puniſh none, than to puniſh all 
alike. What if a Man follows a good Office 
with an Injury; Whether or no ſhall thisquit 
Scores? or, Who ſhall compare them, and 


weigh the one againſt the other ? There is 


I 2 another 


another thing yet, which perhaps we do not 
dream of: Not one Man upon the face of 
' the Earth would ſcape, and yet every Man 
would expect to be his own Judge. Once 
again, we are all of us Ungrateful ; and the 
; Number does not only take away the ſhame, 


but gives Authority, and Protection to the | 


Wickednels. 
I T is thought Reaſonable by ſome, that 
there ſhould be a Law againſt Ingratitude, 
for, ſay they, ?Tis common for one City to 
upbraid another, and, to claim that of Po- 
ſterity, which was beſtow?d upon their An- 
aeſtors : But, this is only Clamour without 
Reaſon. lr is objected by others, as a diſ- 
couragement to good Offices; if Men ſhall 
not be made anſwerable for them; but I ſay, 
'on the other ſide, that no Man would accept 
of a Benefit upon thoſe Terms. He that 
Gives, is prompted tot by a goodneſs of 
Mind; and the generoſity of the Action is 
leſſen*d by the Caution ; for it is his deſire 
that the. Receiver ſhould pleaſe himſelf, and 
owe no more than he thinks fit. But, What 
if this might occaſion fewer Benefits, ſo long 
as they would be franker ? nor is there any 
hurt in putcing a Check upon Raſhoeſs, and 
Profufton : In anſwer to this; Men will be 
careful enough whom they-oblige,without a 
Law: Noris it poſlible for a Judge ever to 
ſer us right in't; or indeed any thing elſe, 
but the Faith of the Receiver. The honour 
of a Benefit is this way preſerv*d, which is 
otherwiſe prophan*d, when it comes 8 be 
er- 
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Mercenary,and made matter of Contention. 
We are &en forward enough of our ſelves, 
to wrangle, without unneceſſary Provocati- 
ons. It would be well, I think, if Moneys 
might paſs upon the ſame Conditions with 
other Benefits: and the Payment remitted 
to the Conſcience, without formalizing upon 
Bills and Securities : but Humane Wiſdom 
has rather advisd with Convenience, than 
Virtue, and choſen rather to force Honeſty, 
than expect it. For every paltry Sum of Mo- 
ney, there muſt be Bonds, Witnelles,Coun- 
ter-parts, Pawns,&c. which is no other than 
a ſhameful Confeſſion of Fraud, and Wiick- 
edneſs; when more Credit is given to our 
Seals than to our Minds; and Caution taken - 
leſt he that has receiv*d the Money, ſhould 
deny it. Were it not better now to be de- 
ceiv*d by ſome, than to ſuſpect all ? What's 
the difference at. this rate, betwixt the Bene- 
factor, and an Uſurer, ſave only that in the 
BenefaCtors Caſe, there is no body ſtands 
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CHAP. I 
Of a Happy Life, and wherein it conſiſts. 


HERE is notany thing in 
this World, perhaps, that 
is more Talk'd of, and lefs 
Underſtood, than the Buſi- 
neſs of a Happy Life. It is 
every Mans Wiſh, and De- 
ſign; and yet not one of a thouſand that 
knows wherein that \Happineſs conſiſts, 
We live however in a Blind, and Eager 
purſuit of it.; and the more haſte we make 
in a wrong way, the farther we are from 

- our Journeys end, Let us therefore Firſt, 
conſider, What :t 45 we wonld be at ;, and Se- 
condly, Which is the readieſt way to compaſy 
it, If we be Right, we ſhall find every day 
how much we improve; but if we either fol- 
low the Cry, or. the Track of People that 

are 


\ * * areout of the way,we muſt expect to be miſ- 
led, and to conſume our days in Wandring, 
and Error. Wherefore it highly concerns us 
to take along with us a skilful Guide ; For it 
is not in this, as in other Voyages, where 
the High-way brings us to our place of Re- 
poſe; Or, if a Man ſhould happen to be 
out, where the Inhabitants might ſet- him 
Right again: But, on the contrary,. the 
beaten Road is here the moſt dangerous, 
and the People, inſtead of helping us, miſ. 
guide us. Let us not therefore follow, 
like Beaſts, but rather govern our ſelves 
by Reaſon than by Example. It fares with 
us in Humane Life, as in a Routed Army ; 
one ſtumbles firſt, and then another falls 
upon him, and ſo they follow, one upon 
the Neck of another, till the whole Field 
comes to be but one heap of Miſcarriages. 
And the Miſchief is; That the Number of the 
Multitude carries it againſt Truth, Fu 
ffice;, ſo that we muſt leave the Crowd, if 
we would be Happy : For, the Queſtion of a 
Happy Life is not to. be decided by Yotre: 
Nay, ſo far from it, that Plurality of Voices 
is IRill an Argument of the Wrong; the 
Common People find it eaſier to Believe, 
than to Judge; and content themſelves with 
what is uſual; never examining whether it 
be good or no. By the Common People is in- 
tended the Men of Title, as well as the Clou- 
ad Shooe , for I do not diſtinguiſh them by 
the Eye, but by the Mind, whichis the pro- 
per Judge of the Mind. Worldly [yan 

now 
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I know makes the head giddy ; bur, if ever 
a Man comes to himſdlf again, he will con- 
feſs, That whatſoever he has done, be wiſhes 
undone ;, and, that the things be fear'd were 
better than thoſe he pray'd for, 


THE true Felicity of LZsfe, is to be * free '7;ue Hap- 
from Perturbations ; to underſtand our Du- pin'ſ. 


ties toward God, and Man; to enjoy the 
Preſent, without any anxious dependence 
upon the Future, Not to amuſe our ſelves 
with either Hopes, or Fears, but to reſt a- 
tisfy'd with what we have, which is abun- 
' dantly ſufficient; for he that is ſo, wants no- 
thing. The great Bleſſings of Mankind are 
within us, and within our Reach, but we 
ſhut our'Eyes, and, like People in the dark, 
we fall foul upon the very thing we ſearch 
for, without tinding it. Tranquility is a cer- 
tain equality of Mind,which no condition of For- 
tune can either exalt, or depreſs. Nothing can 
make it leſs; for, it is the State of Humane 
Perfection : It raiſes us as high as we can 
g0; and makes every Man his own Suppor- 
ter; whereas he zhat is born up by any thing 
elſe, may fall. He that Judges arighr, and 
perſeveres in it, enjoys a perpetual Calm : 
he takes a true proſpect of things; he ob- 
ſerves an Order, a Meaſure, a Decoram in all 
his Aftions: He has a Benevolence in his 
Nature; he ſquares his Life according to 
Reaſon; and draws to himſelf Love and Ad- 
miration. Without a certain, and an Un- 
changeable Judgment,” all the reft is but 
Floctuation : But, be that always Wills, and 
i. K N'ilis 
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Nuls the ſame thing, is undoubtedly in the Right, 
Liberty and Serenity of Mind, muſt neceſſa-/ 
rily enſue upon. the maſtering of thoſe 
things, - which either allure, or affright os;} 
when, inſtead of thoſe flaſhy Pleaſures, 
( which even at the beſt are both vain, and' 
hurtful mp we ſhall find our ſelves; 
poſleſs?d of Joys tranſporting, and everla- 
ſting. It muſt be a Sound And that make 
a Happy Man; there muſt be a Conſtangy' 
in all Conditions, a Care for the things of: 
this World, but without trouble, and ſuck! 
an Indifferency for the Bounties of Fortunez 
that either with them, or without them 
we may live contentedly. There muſt b 
neither Lamentation, nor Quarrelling, nol 
Sloth, nor Fear, for it makes a Diſcord it 
a Mans Life. #He that Fears, Serves, This 
Joy of a Wiſe Man ftands firm without ln 
terruption; In all Places, at all Times, an 
in all Conditions, his Thoughts are c 

ful and quiet. As it never came 7» to hit 
from without, ſo it will never leave hir 
but, it is born within him, and inſeparabli 
from him." It is a ſollicitous Life that 1s egg 
on with the hope of any thing, though nevg 
ſo open and ealie. Nay, though a Man ſhouk 
never ſuffer any ſort of diſappointment.l de 
not ſpeak this, either as a Bar to the faire 
joyment of lawful Pleaiures;or to the gent 
Flatteries of reaſonable ExpeCtations : but 
on the contrary, I would have Men to beak 
ways in good Humour ; provided that it arts 
ſes from their own Souls, and be cheriſh 
bl 
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- in their own Breaſts. Other delights are 
' trivial; they may ſmooth the Brow,but they 
do not fill, and affe& rhe heart. 77»e Foy :5 
4 ſevere, and ſober Motion ; and they are mi- 
ſerably .our,that take Langhing for Rejoycing: 
The ſeat of it is within, and there is no 
Chearfulneſs like the Reſolution of a Brave 
Mind, that has Fortune under its Feer. He 
that can look Death in the Face, and bid 
it Welcome; open his door to Poverty, and 
Bridle his Appetites; this is the Man whom 
Providence haseftabliſh*d in the Poſſeſſion of 
Inviolable Delights. The Pleaſures of the 
Vulgar are ungrounded, thin, and faper- 
ficial ;- but the other are Solid, and Eternal. 
As the Body it ſelf is rather a Neceſſary thing, 
than a Great ;, ſo the Comforts of it are bur 
Temporary, and Vains Beſide,that withour 
extraordinary Moderation, their End is only 
Pain and Repentance. Whereas a Peaceful 
Conſcience, Honeſt Thoughts, Virtuous 
Aftions; and, an Indifference for Caſual 
Events, are BRleilings without End, Satiety, 
. or Meaſure. This Conſummated State of 
Felicity is only a Submiſſion to the Dictate 
of Right Nature : The Foundation of it w Wiſ- 
agm, and Virtue; the Knowledzse of what we 
onght &2 d), and the Conformity of the Will to 

that Knowledge. | 
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CHAP. II. 


Alun Happineſs is founded pon Wiſdom, 
and Virtue ; and firſt of Wiſdom. "2 


AKING for granted, T hat Humane 
p Happineſs is founded upon Wiſdom and 
Vireue, we ſhall treat of theſe two points? 
in order as they lye: And Firſt, of W:/dom; 
not in the Latitude of its various Operati-' 
ons, but only as it has a regard to Good 
Life, and the Happineſs of Mankind. 
WISDOM isa Right Underſtanding; 
! Wiſdom, A * Faculty of Diſcerning Good from Evil ;3 
what it #. What is to be choſen, and what rejected ; 
A Judgment grounded upon the value of! 
things, and not the Common Opinion of- 
them; an Equality of Force, and a Strength ! 
of Reſolution: It ſets a Watch over our" 
Words and Deeds; It takes us up with the: 
Contemplation of the Works of Nature. 
and makes us Itvincible, by either Good, 
or Evil Fortune. It is large and ſpatious; 
and r<quires a great deal of Room to Work: 
in; Itranſacks Heaven, and Earth; It has? 
for its Object, things paſt, and to come; | 
Tranfitory and Eternal: It examines all the? 
Circumſtances of Timeyz what tit :s; when 4 
it began; and how long it will continue : And. 
ſo for the md; whence it came ;, what it 15; ? 
when it begirs ; how long it laſts; whether 
; or 
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 - oy ws paſſes from one Form to another 3 or 
 1ſerves only one; and wanders when it leaves 
 , #; where it abides in the State of Separation, 
and what the Afton of it ; what uſe it makes 
_ of. 3rs Laberty ; whether or 10 it ret ains the Me 
. mory of- things paſt, and comes to the Knowledge 
- of s ſelf. It is the Habit of. a Perfett 
Mind; and the PerfeCtion of Humanity ; 
' raigd as high as Nature can carry it, - It 
differs from Philoſophy, as Avarice, and Mo- 
ney; the One deſires, and the other is de- 
fired; the one-is the Effet, and the Re- 
ward of the other. To be Wiſe, is the 
Uſe of Wiſdom, as Seeing is the Uſe of 

_ Eyes, and Well-ſpeaking the Uſe of Elo- 
- quence. He that 1s perfettly Wiſe, is per- 
'fectly Happy j Nay, the very beginhing of 
Wiſdom makes Life ecafie to vs. Neither 

is it enough to know this, unleſs we Print 
it in our Minds by daily Meditation, and ſo 
bring a good Will to a good Habit. - And we 
muſt Praftiſe what -we Preach : For Philo- 

- ſopby is not a Subject for. popular Oſtenta- 
: tion; nor does it reſt in Words, . but in 
Things; It is rot an Entertainment taken 
up for delight; or to givea Taſte to our 
-Eeiſures, but ic faſhions the Mind; governs 
our Actions, tells us what we are todo, and 
what not : It fits at the Helm, and guides 
us through all Hazards. Nay, we cannot 

| be ſafe without it, for every hour gives us 
occaſion to make uſe of it: Ir Informs us 
in all the Duties of Life ; Piety to our Pa- 
tents; Faith to our Friends; Charity ta 
4 1K 3 the 
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2 AWiſe 
Man does 
his duty in 
all Condi- 
trons. 
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the. Miſerable; PR_—_ in Counſel : It 
gives us Peace, 


y Fearing . nothing, and 
Riches, by Coveting nothing,  - - 

. 2 THERE'S no Condition of Life that 
excludes a Wiſe Man from diſcharging his 
Duty. If his Fortune be good, he tempers 
it; if bad, he maſters 16; if he has an 
Eſtate, he will exerciſe his Virtue in Plenty ; 
if none, in Poverty; if he cannot do it in 
his Country, he will do it in Baniſhment, 


if he has no Command, he will do the Of- 
fice of a Common Soldier. Some People 


have the skill of redaiming the fierceſt of 
Beaſts : they will make a Lion Embrace his 


Keeper ; a Tyger Kiſs him, and an Elephant. 


Kneel to him. This is the Cafe of a-Wiſe 
Man in the extremeſt Difficulties; let them 
be never fo terrible in themſelves; when 
they come to him once, they are perfectly 
tame. They that aſcribe the Invention of 
Tillage, ArchiteCture, Navigation, &c. to 
Wiſe Men, may perchance be in the right, 
that they were invented by Wiſe Men ; but 
they were not invented by Wiſe Men,as W:/e 
Men : For Wiſdom does not teach our Fin- 
gers;but our Minds : Fiddling,and Dancing, 
Arms, and Fortifications, were:the Works 
of Luxury and Diſcord; but Wiſdom in- 
ſtru&ts us in the ways of Nature; and in the 
Arts of Unity and Concord; Not in the 


' Inſtraments, but in the Goverament of Life; 


nor to make us live only, but to live hap- 
pily. She teaches us what things are Good, 
what Evil, and what only appear ſo; and, 

to 
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| Cuts. | 

The Works of that famous Engliſh Poet, Mr. Edmond 
Spencer, viz. The Fairy Queen. The Shepherds 
Calendar. The Hiſtory of Ireland, &c. with an 
account of his Life, and ſeveral Pieces of his, ne- 
ver Printed till the year, 1679. . 


' Ovid's Fs Ar : Tranſlated into Engliſh by The 
£ 


Earl of rave, Sir Carr Scrope, Mr. Dryden, and 
ſeveral other Eminent Hands : Adorn'd with varice- 
ty of Copper Cuts. 

The Odes, Satyrs, and Epiſtles of Horace, Tranſlated 
into Ergl:jh by Mr. Creech of Oxford. 

Msſſellany Poems, containing a new Tranſlation of 
VirgiPs Eclogues, and ſeveral parts of the Enid : 
Ovias Love Elegies, ſeveral Odes of Horace, and 
Parts of Lucretins;, with variety of Original Poems : 
Written by the moſt Eminent Hands , and Pub- - 
liſÞd by Mr. Dryder. | 

Syphilis, Or a Poetical Hiſtory of the French Diſ- 
eaſe : Written in Latin by Fracaſtorizs, and Eng- 
lfhed by Mr. Tate. 

Poems upon ſeveral Occaſions, with a voyage to the 
Iſland of Love : Written by Mrs. Ben. 

Ovid Traveſty, or a Burleſque upon Ovid's Epiſtles ; 
by Captain Raaclsf. 

Poems on ſeveral occaſions, by Captain RadchF. 3 
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ſolom and Achitophel in Two parts. 4 
E f Medall, a Satyr againſt Sedition. - 
F, —- ayon che Death of King Charles the Second, 


Ti » Hind I Panther, a Poem in 3 Parts. 
MISCELLANIES. 


A Critical Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, in three . 
Books ; The Firſt treating at large concerning ths 
ſeveral Authors of the Bible. The Second contains 
ing the Hiſtory of the chief Tranſlations of the Bis 
ble, made cicher by Fews or Chriſtians. The Third 
laying down Rules whereby a more exact Trans 
ſlatioh may be made of the Scripture then hithers 
to has been; with a Supplement in. anſwer tc 
Monſieur Spanheir?s Book againſt it: Written ig 
French, and Engl:iſhed be &. 2 --- * 4 

Contemplatipns npon the Remarkable paſlages i 
the Life of the Holy Feſus, by Joſeph Hall, lat 
Lord Biſhop of Exeter. 

A Difcourſe upon the Nacure and Faculties of M: 1 

' in ſeveral Elſayes ; with ſome Conſiderations upo 
the'Occurrences of Humane Life, by Ti Im, Nour. X 
Gent; | 

Love- Lerters between aN obleman and his Siſter. 


Tas ma be PR with moſt ſorts 4 Lan- Boks, | 
| and Plays. 


"Chap. 1; Of a Happy Life. 

- lingly, for whatever he finds necellary, he - 

makes it his Choice: He propounds to him- 

. ſelf the Certain Scope, and end of Humane 

- Life : He follows that which conduces to'r, 
and avoids that which hinders it. He is 
tontent with his Lot, whatever it be, with- 
out wiſhing what he has not; though, of 
the two, he had rather abound, than wanr. 
The great Buſineſs of his Life, like that of 
Nature, is perform'd without Tumult, or 
Noiſe : He neither fears danger, nor p-o- 
vokes it. - But, itis his Cantion, not any 
want of Courage, for Captivity, Wounds, 
and Chains, he only4ooks upon as falſe,and 

 lymphatical Terrors. He does-not pretend 
to go through with whatever he Under-- 
takes; butto do that well which he does: 
Arts are bat the Servants , Wiſdom Com- 
mands ; and where the matter fails, *tis none 
of the Workmans fault. He is cautelous in 
doubtful Caſes; in Proſperity temperate, 
and reſolute in Adverſity ; ſtill making the 
beſt of every Condition, and improving all 
Occaſions to make them ſerviceable to his 
Fate. Some Accidents there are, which I 
confeſs may affeÞ him, but not Overthrow 

. him: as Bodily Pains, Loſs of Children and 
Friends; the Ruine and Deſolation of a 
Mans Country : One muſt be made of Stone, 
or Iron, not to be ſenſible of theſe Calami- 


figs ; and beſide, it were no Virtue to bear 
. them, if a Body did not fee! them. 


THERE 


© Gtfrcde- THERE are 4 Three deprees of Proficients + 
q in the School of Wiſdom. The ff, are 
* thoſe that come within ſight of it , bur nor 
'- upto't:: They have learn'd what they ought 
| to do, but they have not put their Know- 
ledge-in practice : they are paſt the hazard 
of a Relapſe, -but they have ſtill the grudg- . 
ings of a Diſeaſe, though they are out of 
the danger of it. By a Diſeaſe, I do un- 
derſtand an Obſtinacy in.Evil, or an ill ha- 
bir, that makes us over-cager upon things, 
which are either not, much to be deſir'd, 
or not at all. A Second ſort are thoſe, thar 
have ſubjefted their Appetites for a ſea- 
ſon, but are yet in fear of falling back. A 
Third ſort, are thoſe that are clear of ma- 
ny Vices, but not of all. Theyare not Co- 
vetous, but pzrhaps they are Cholerick ; not 
Luſtful, but perchance Ambitious, they are 
firm enough in ſome Caſes, but weak in o- 
thers; there are many that deſpiſe Death, 
and yet ſhrink at Pain. There are diverſ- 
ties in Wiſe Men, but no Inequalities ; one 
is more Aﬀable; another more Ready; a 
third, a better Speaker ; but, the Felicity 
of them all is equal. Ir is in this, as in 
Heavenly Bodies, there is a certain State in 
Greatneſs. 
7 I N Civil, and Domeſtick Aﬀairs a 5 Wiſe 
- Aferin Man may ſtandin need of Counſel, as of a 
* fame} Cafes Phyſician, ' an Advocate, a Sollicitor ; but, 
__ © In greater Matters, the Bleſling of Wiſe 
Men reſts in the joy they take in the Com- 
munication of their Virtues : If there were 
nothing 
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HISTORY. 


Lutarch's Lives , Tranſlated from the Greek. by 4 
ſcveral Eminent .Hands. In- five Volumes in 
Ottave, Adorn*d with fifty five Copper Cuts. 


The Firft Volume contains, 


The Life of Platarch, by Mr. Dryden. Theſens , L 
Mr. Duke. Romulus, by Mr. Solufwond, = . k 
by Mr. Chertwood, Numa Pompilins, by Sir Paud 
Rycaut. Solon, by Mr, Creech, Publicola, by Mr. 
Doaswell. Themiſtocles, by Dr. Brown. Furins Ca= » 
millus, by Mr. Pain, Pericles, by Dr. Littleton, © © 
Fabius Maximus, by Mr. Caryll. 1 


| The Second Volume contains, 


Alcibiades, by Coriolanus, by Dr. Blomer. Pati» 
lus Emilius, by Mr. Arrowſmith, Timaleon, by 
Dr. Blomer. Pelopidas, by Mr. Creech. AMarſellus, -* 

by Dr. Charleton, Ariſtides, Lb Mr. Cooper. Mar-" 
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X22 SENECA ._Chap.Il 
the. Miſerable ; Judgment in Counſel : Is 
gives us Peace, by Fearing ..nothing, and 
Riches, by Coveting nothing, . 

2 Wiſh * THERE'S no Condition of Life thaf 

Man dies excludes a Wiſe Man from diſcharging hig 

his duty in Duty. If his Fortune be good, he temper 

"I it; if bad, he maſters is; if he has an 

; Eſtate, he will exerciſe his Virtue in Plentyy 
if none, in Poverty; if be cannot do it 1g 
his Country, he will do it in Baniſhment 

if he has no Command, he will do the Oh; 
fice of a Common Soldier. Some People 
have the skill of redaiming the fierceſt c 
Beaſts : they will make a Lion Embrace hi 
Keeper ; a Tyger Kiſs him, and an Elephant 
Kneel to him. This is the Cafe of a-Wift 
Man in the extremeſt Difficulties; let then 
be never fo terrible in themſelves; whe 
they come to him once, they are perfectly 
tame. They that aſcribe the Invention 0 
Tillage, ArchiteCture, Navigation, &c. te 
Wiſe Men, may perchance be in the righty 
that they were invented by Wiſe Men ; but 
they were not invented by Wiſe Men,as W: 
Men : For Wiſdom does not teach our Fin 
gers,but our Minds : Fiddling,and Dancing; 
Arms, and Fortifications, were:the Work 
of Luxury and Diſcord; but Wiſdom ins 
ſtructs us in the ways of Nature; and in the 
Arts of Unity and Concord; Not in 

' Inſtraments, but in the Government of Lifez 
nor to make us live only, but to live hap* 
pily. She teaches us what things are Goody 
what Evil, and what only appear ſo; andy 
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” Chap.1t. Of a Happy Life. 225 
+ to diſtinguiſh betwixt true Greatneſs, and 
Tumour. She Clears our Minds of Draſs, 
and Vanity ; ſhe raiſes up our Thoughts -to 
Heaven, and carries them down to Hell - 
She diſcourſes the Nature of the Soul; the 
Powers, and Faculties of it; the firſt Prin- 
ciples of things; the Qrder of Providence; 
ſhe exalts us from things Corporeal, to In- 
corporeal; -and retrieves the Truth of all: 
' She ſearches Nature, gives Laws to Life, 
'- and tells us, That it 5s not enough to Know 
God, unleſs we Obey him : She looks : 
all Accidents, as Atts of Providence; fets 
a true Value upon things; delivers us from 
falſe Opinions, and Condemns all Pleaſures 
that are attended with Repentance. She 
allows nothing to be Good, that will not 
be ſo for ever; No Man to be Happy, but 
he that needs no other Happineſs than what 
he has within himſelf; no Man to be Great, 
or Powerful, that is not Maſter of him- 
ſelf. This is the Felicity of Humane Life; 
a Felicity that can neither be corrupted, nor 
extinguiſh'd : It enquires ito the Nature 
of the Heavens, the Influences of the Stars; 
how far they operate upon our Minds, 
and Bodies ; which thoughts, though they 
do not Form our Manners, they do 
yet raiſe, and diſpoſe us for Glorious 
things. 
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Tz SENECA Chept}." 
E IT is agreed upon at all Hands, that 
> Þ Right 3 Right Reaſon is the Perfeftion of Humane Na- © 


: Reaſon is rare, and Wiſdom only the DiCtate of -it. 
; the Perſe- The Greatneſs thar ariſes from it, is ſolid, 
4 and unmoveable ; the Reſolutions of Wiſ- 4 
dom being Free, Abſolute, and Conſtant; ? 
whereas Folly is never long pleas'd with the 7 
ſame'thing, but ſtill ſhifring of -Connſels, 
and Sick of it ſelf... There can be no Hap»: ! 
pineſs without Conſtancy, --and Pradente; } 
or, a Wiſe Man is to write without a! 
Blot ; and, what he likes once, he approves 1 
for ever: He admits of nothing that is ei- ; 
ther Evil; or Slippery; but Marches with- ' 
out Staggering, or Stumbling, and is never } 
ſurpriz'd: He lives always true, and Stea- |} 
dy to himſelf; and whatſoever befalls him, 3 
| this great Artificer of both Fortunes turns: 
to Advantage. Hethat demivurs, and heſi- ; 
tates, is not yet compogd; but whereſoe- : 
ver Virtue interpoſes upon the Main, there 
muſt be Concord,and Conſent in the Parts ; 
For all Virtues are in Agreement, as well as 
all Vices are at Variance, A Wiſe Man; 
in what condition ſoever he is, will be ſtilf ; 
Ik for he ſubjects all things to him- 
ſelf, becauſe he ſubmits himſelf to Reaſon; | 
and governs his Attions by Counſel, not 
by Paſſton. He is not moy*d. with the Ut- 7 
moſt Violences of Fortune, nor with the 
Extremities of Fire and Sword; whefeas a : 
Foekis afraid of his own ſhadow, and ſur- ? 
riz'd atill Accidents, as if they were all ? 
vePd at him. He does nothing unwil- 3 
_ lingly; * 
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+ lingly, for whatever he finds neceſſary, he | 
| makes it his Choice; He propounds to him- 
- elf the Certain Scope, and end of Humane 
+ Life: He follows that which conduces to'r, 
and avoids that which hinders it. He is 
tontent with his Lot, whatever it be, with-- 
out wiſhing what he has not; though, of 
the two, he had rather abound, than wanr. 
- "The great Buſineſs of his Life, like that of 
Nature, is perform*d without Tumult, or 
Noiſe : He neither fears danger, nor p-o- 
vokes it. - But, itis his Cantion, not any 
want of Courage, for Captivity, Wounds, 
and Chains, he only4ooksupon as falſe,and 
- Iymphatical Terrors. He does-not pretend: 
to go through with whatever he Under-- 
takes; butto do that well which he does: 
Arts are bat the Servants , Wiſdom Com-- 
mands ; and where the matter fails, *tis none 
of the Workmans fault. He is cautelous in 
doubtful Caſes; in Proſperity temperate, 
and refolutein Adverſity ; ſtill making the 
beſt of every Condition, and improving all 
Occaſions to make them ſerviceable to his 
Fate. Some Accidents there are, which I 
confeſs may affeÞ him, but not Overthrow 
. him: as Bodily Pains, Loſs of Children and 
Friends; the Ruine and Deſolation of a 
Mans Country : Oge muſt be made of Stone, 
or Iron, not to be ſenſible of theſe Calami- 
figs ; and beſide, it were no Virtue to bear 
. them, if a Body did not feel them. 


THERE 
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þ > - T26 SF ENECA Chap it 
FE: Sreede- THERE are 4 Three deprees of Proficients 
E. ; a in the School of Wiſdom. The ff, are 
Ea * thoſe that come within ſight of it , bur nor 
- , © '- upto't: They have learn'd what they ought 
. ...© to do, but they have not put their Know- 
ledge in practice : they are paſt the hazard 
of a Relapſe, -bur. they have ſtill the grudg- NJ. 
ings of a Diſeaſe,' though they are out of 
the danger of it. By a Diſeaſe, I do un- 
derſtand an Obſtinacy in.Evil, or an ill ha- 
bir, that makes us over-eager upon things, 
which are either not, much to be deſir'd, 
or not at all. A Second ſort are thoſe, thar 
have ſubjefted their Appetites for a ſea- 
ſon, but are yet in fear of falling back. A 
Third ſort, are thoſe that are clear of ma- 
ny Vices, but not of all. They are not Co- 
vetous, but pzrhaps they are Cholerick; not 
Luſtful, bur perchance Ambitious, they are 
firm enough in ſome Caſes, but weak in o- 
thers; there are many that deſpiſe Death, 
and yet ſhrink at Pain. ' There are diverſ- 
ties in Wiſe Men, but no Inequalities ; one 
is more Aﬀable; another more Ready; a 
third, a better Speaker ; but, the Felicity 
of them all is equal. Ir is in this, as in 
1 Heavenly Bodies, there is a certain State in 
4 Greatneſs. 
- $A4WTe I N Civil, and Domeſtick Aﬀairs a5 Wiſe 
”” Aferin Man may ſtandin need of Counſel, as of a 
| - fone] Cafes Phyſician, ' an Advocate, a Sollicitor ; but, 
Z in greater Matters, the Bleſſing of Wiſe 
Men reſts in the joy they take in the Com- 
munication of their Virtues: 1f there were 
nothing 
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HISTORY. 


Lutarch*s Lives ,, Tranſlated from the Greek. by 
ſeveral Eminent .Hands. In- five Volumes in 


The Firſt Volume contains, 


The Life of Platarch, by Mr. Dryden. Theſeus, by * 
" Mr. Duke. Romulus, by Mr. Smallwood, Lycurgus, 
by Mr. Chetwood, Numa Pompilins, by Sir Paud > 
Rycaut. Solon, by Mr, Creech, Publicola, by Mr. | 
Dodswell. Themiſtocles, by Dr. Brown. Furins Ca- \ | 
millus, by Mr. Pain, Pericles, by Dr. Littleton, © 

: Fabius Maximus, by Mr. Caryll. 2 
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The Second Volume contains, 2 


Alcibiades, by Coriolanus, by Dr. Blomer. Pati- -*} 
lus Emilins, by Mr. Arrowſmith, Timaleon, by | 
Dr. Blomer. Pelopidas, by Mr. Creech. Marſellus, -* 
by Dr. Charleton, Ariſtides, a Mr. Cooper. Mar-" * 
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A Catalogue of Books © © 
cus Cato, by Sir John Lydcott. Philopemen; by Dr, | 
Shore. Titus Flaminius, by Mr. Whi mY y | 


The Third Volume contains, 


- Pyrrbus, by Dr. Crown. Cains Marius, by Mr. Staples 7 
q ——_ "Lyſender by Mr. Leman. Syle, by Mr. Da 
*- vis, Canon, by Mr. Morgan, Lucullus, by Mr. : 
Thornburgh. Nicias, by Mr. Rymer, Craſſus, by * 
Mr. ft. Enmenes, by ——— Sertorins, by Dr. 


Brown. 
The Fourth Volume contains, 


> Aveſilans, by Dr. Needham, Pompey, by Dr. Olays, 7: 
3 yy na by Mr. Evelsy. Julia Ceſar, by Br. | 
Allen. Phoſion, by Dr. Fowke. Cato, by 
Apis, by Sir Robert Thorold, Cleomenes, by Mr, | 
Creech. Tiberius, and Cajus Gracchi, by Mr. 


Warren. 
The Fifth Volume contains, 


7 Demetrius, by Dr. Nalſon. Marc Antony, by Dr. : 
Frazier. Demoſthenes, by » Marcus Tullius Ci- 
**_. cero, by Dr. Samuel Fuller, Aratus, by Dr. Bate- * 

man. Artaxerxes, by Mr. Oakly. Dion, by Dr. 
3 Wedall. AAdarcus Brutus, by Mr. Dake. G alba, by ; 
'* Mr. Taylor, Ocho, by Mr. Beaumont. 7 


E AGeneral Chronological Hiſtory of France, beginning 
 *. before the Reign of Pharamornd, and ending with 
> » that of Henry the Fourth; containing both the Ci- 
vil and Eccleſiaſtical TranſaCftions of that King- 
dom: Written by the Famous Monſieur 4/cgeray, 


Hiſtoriographer of France, 
CY | — 


© -nothing elſe in it, a Man would apply him- 
_-ſelfto Wiſdom, becauſe ir ſtates him in a 
perpetual Tranquility of Mind. 


} EET 


| CHAP. IIL. 
. There can be no Happineſs without Virtue. 


+ fe is that perfect Good, which 
is the complement of a Happy Life; the 
only Immortal thing that belongs to Mor- 
tality : It is the Knowledge both of others, 

- and ir ſelf: It is an Invincible Greatneſs of 
; Mind, not to be elevated or dejetted, with 
good or ill Fortune 3 It is Sociable, and 
Gentle, Free, Steady, and Fearleſs 5 Content 
within-ic ſelf, full of inexhanſtible delights ; 
and it is valued for it ſelf, One may be a 

- -good Phyſician, a good Governour, a good 
Grammarian, without being a Good Man; 

So that all things from without, are only 
Acceſſories, for the ſeat of it is a pure and 
holy Mind. It conſiſts in a Congruity of 

- Actions; which we can never expeCt, ſo 
- Jongaswe are diſtratted by our Paſſions. 
- Not but that a Man may be allow'd to 
+ Change Colour, and Countenance, and ſuf- 
fer ſuch Impreſſions as are properly a kind 

of Natural Force upon the Body, and not 

- under the Dominion of the Mind : But, all 
this while, I will have his Judgment firm, 

' and he ſhall Act ſteadily, and boldly, with- 
out wavering betwixt the Motions of his 
Body, 
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Body, and thoſe of his Mind. It is not a 
thing Indifferent, I know, whether a Man 
lies at Eaſe upon a Bed, or in Torment 
upon a Wheel : and yet the former may 


be the worſe of the two, if we ſuffer the 


latter with Hononr , and enjoy the other 
with Infamy ; It is not the Aarrer, but the 
Virene, that makes the Aftion Good, or 1/1; 
and, he that is led in Triumph, may be yer 
Greater than his Conquerour. When we 
come once to value our Fleſh above our Ho- 
_—_ we are 'loſt: and yet I would not 
preſs upon dangers, ng not ſo much as up- 
on Inconveniencies; unleſs where the Man 
andthe Brute come in competition : And, 


in ſuch a Caſe, rather than make a forfei- . 


ture of my Credit, my Reaſon, or my Faith, 
I wouldrun all Extremities. They are great 


Bleſſings, to have tender Parents, Dutiful 
Children, and tolive under a Juſt and well- * 


order*d Government. Now, would it not 
trouble even a Virtuous Man, to ſee his 
Children Butcher'd before his Eyes; his Fa- 
ther made a Slave, and his Country over- 


 ruaby a Barbarous Enemy ? There is a 


great difference betwixt the fimple loſs of 


a Bleſling, and the ſucceeding of a great 
Miſchief into the place of it over and above. 
Theloſs of Health is follow*d with Sickneſs; 
and the loſs of Sight, with Blindneſs ; but, 
this does not hold in the loſs of Friends, 
and Children; where there is rather ſome- 
thing on the contrary to ſupply that loſs, 
that is to ſay, Yirine ; which fills the _— 
; an 
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TY” Chap. 1 Of s Hoppp Lies 
and: takes away the deſire of what we have 
not.' What niatters it whether the Water 
be ſtopt, or no, fo long as the Fountain ig 
fafe? Is a Man ever the Wiſer fora multi+ 
tude; of Friends, or the more Fooliſh for 
the loſs of them ? So neither is he the Ha 
, Pier, nor the more Miſerable : | Short Life, 
- Grief, and Paiti, are Acceſſions-that have 
no. Effet at all-upon Virtue. It conſiſts in 
the Attion, and not in. the things we do.: 
- In the Choice it ſelf, and uot inthe Subjec 
matter of it, . It 4$.not a deſpicable Body; 
or Condition ; | not. Poverty, Infamy, .or 
Seandal, that can obſcure the Glories of Vir-- 
tue: but, a;Man-may fee her throngh all 
oppoſitions, and hi that looks diligently in- 
to. the State of.a Wicked Man, will ſee the 
Canker at. his. Heart, through all the falſe, 
and dazling ſplendors of Greatneſs,and Fore 
tne. We: fall! then diſcover our Childifh- 
nef; in ſetting our Hearts _ things txj- 
vial -and contemptible ;- and -in the felling. 
of our very Countrey, and Parents for a 
Rattle. And; What's the difference ( in ef- 
fe&) betwixt Old Men, and Children ;' but 
that the One deals in Paintings, and Statues, 
rn > es in Babies ? ks our 
esare only the more Expenſive Fools. 
+4JF one could but ſee the Mind bf a Good 
as it is Illuſtrated with [Virtue ; the : 
Beauty, and the * Majeſty of 'it, which is-@ , 


a Man bleG himſelf at the: ighs of ſuch an 


Digaity not ſo much as to be thought Nga 
without Love, and Veneration ;, Would not Virtwe, 
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Objet; #vatthe Encounter of ſome Super». 

natural Power A Power: fo Miraculows; 

' that it is® kind of Charm upon the Sonkk 
thoſe that are truly affe&ed with it. There 
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ry ineſs; -they miſcall it /zreue, Their 
Injuries'they call-Benefit,andexpeRt a/Man 


cions only for the Profit 'of Villany ; yo. 
at the ſane time that they-commit it, t 
mnt.” Nay, ſo Powerful is voy 
and {> Gracious is Providence, that 
- ry Man has a Light ſet up within him fot 
| hos, which we do all of #s both See 
and Acknowledpe, - thongh' we do not pur- 
Nie it, This is that makes Qie Priſonce 
, vPog 
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"Chap, WL. Of q Happy Life. 


onthe Torture happier. than the Execu- 
tioner, and Sickneſs 
we bear: it withaut- yielding, or repiniag : 
This -j5 that: overcomes 1 Fortune, and Mo- 
derates Goad-z for it marches betwixt the 
One, and the. Other, with an equal con- 
tempt. gf Bath. It turns, (like Fire ) all 
things;into it feif, aur Attions, and our 


Friend{hips, are tinfur'd with it; and, 


whateyer it touches; becomes Amiable. That 
which is. frail and Mortal, - riſes, and falls, 
grows, Walts, and yaries from it ſelf ; but 
the State; of, things Divine is always the 
ſame; And-ſo is Virtue, let the matter he 
what it will; . It is never the worſe for the 
difficulty of the.Action, nor the better for 
«he caſineſs of it. Tis the fame in a Rich 
Man,as ina Poor, in a Sickly Man, as in 2 
Sound, in a Strong, as ina Weak : The Vir- 
Tue of. the Beſieg'd is as great as that of 
the Beſiegers. There are ſome Virtues, I 
sonfeſs, which 2 ggod Man cannot be with- 
put, and yet he had rather have no Occaſi- 
ga to employ them. -If there were any 
ifference, I ſhould prefer the Virtues of 
Patience before thoſe of Pleaſure, for, it is 
Þbraver to break throngh Difficulties, than 
#0 temper our Delights. But, though the 

Spbject of Virtue may poflibly be again 
Nature, as to be burnt, or wounded, yet 
the Virgpe, it ſelf of an Invincible Patience 
38: according to Nature, - We may ſeem 
ors than Humane Na- 


Perhaps to promiſe more maye } 
"UFE | able $10 FO. þ but, we peg 
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#hc Deed. 
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whh a reſpe& tothe Mind, and nvt to the 


" IF a Man does not Live op to his- own - 
2 - be good Rules, it is ſomething ® yet to have Virty- 

IL 6 - 
Eepicd yl 


ous Meditations, and Good Pnrpoſes,-eyen 
without -AcQting : It is Generous, the very 
Adventure of being Good, and *the' bare 
propoſal of an Eminent Courſe of Life, 
though beyond the force of humane Frail- 
ty to accompliſh.,” There is ſomething of 
Honour. yet in the Miſcarriage ; Nay, tn the 


Naked' Contemplation of it, « F wold re> I. 
ceive my own Death with as little trouble; 


as I would hear of another Man's ;- 1 woul 

bear the ſame Mind, whether I be Rich or 
Poor ; whether 1 get, or Ioſe in the World ; 
what I have, I will noteither fordidly ſpare, 
or prodigally ſquander away; and, } will 
reckon upon” Benefits well plac'd, as the 
faireſt part of my Poſleſſion : Not valuing 
them by Namber, or Weight, but by the 
Profit and' Eſteem of the Receiver z ac- 
compting my ſelf never the Poorer for that 
which 1 give to a Worthy Perſon. What 
I do ſhall be done for Conſcience, not Of 
tentation : I. will Eat, and Drink, not to 
gratify my Palate, or only to fill, and emp- 
ty, but to Eitisfy Nature : ] will be Chear- 
full ro.my Friends ; 'Mild, and Placable to 
my Enemies; I will :prevent* an honeſt re- 
queſt,”if 1 can foreſee jt, - and I. will grant 
it without” asking ;-1 wilt look npon the 


whole World as my'Country, andnpon the 


Gods, bothzsthe Wimmeſſesand the Judge 
FW ; 
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JY Chap. II. Of a Hep Life. 
of my Words, and Deeds, I will live, and 
Dye with this Teſtimony, that I Joy'd good 
Studies, and a good Conſcience, that I never 
invaded anothers Man's Liberty, and that 
I preſery'd my own. I will govern my Life 
and my Thoughts, - as if the whole World 
were to-ſee the one, and to read the other ; 
for, What does it ſignify, to make any thing 4 
ſecret to "9 Neighbour, when to God ( who 15 
the 9 
gre open 


our Hearts ) 4ll our Privacjss 
?. Og $- 
. VIRTUE is diyided into two Parts, 


nition : .One part of Virtue conſiſts in Diſ- 
cipline; the other in Exerciſe ; far we muſt 
firſt Learn, and then Practiſe. - The ſooner 
we begin to apply. our ſelves -to. it, and 
the - more, haſte we, make;. the longer ſhall 
weenjoy, the Comforts of a refify*d mind ; 
"nay, , we have the Fruition of it in the ve- 
ry AQ of Forming it ; _ it is another 
ſort of delight, I nwſt confeſs, that ariſes 
from the Contemplation of a Soul which is 


and Virtue. If it was ſo great a Comfort 
ou, to paſs from the I = yr 
i ». Into' a State, of Liberty, 

Buſineſs ; how much. greater will. it. be, 
when- we come to, caſt off the. Boyiſh Le- 
vity. of ;our-Minds; and-range our. ſelves 

. among the 'Philoſophers?, We are paſt our 
Minority, *tis.true, but. not our Indiſcre- 
fions ; and, which is yet worſe,we have the 
K 3 Ayz 
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advanc'd into the Poſſeſſion of Wiſdom, 
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liver'd by Inſtitution, the other by Admo: 4ivide 
templation 
& Ating. 
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Authority of Seniors, and the Weakneſſes 
of Children; (1 mipht have ſaid of tnfants, 
for every little thing friphts the vine, an 
every trivial Phancy the” other.) Whoe- 
ver ſtudies this. point well, will find that 
many things are the kf tb be fear'd, the 
more. terrible they appear. Tbthitk- any 
thing Good that is.not Honeſt, were'to're- 
proce Providence ; for, Good! Men ſaffer 
any Inconveniencies; But Virtue; like the 
Sun,..goes on ſtill with her wark, Jet the 
Air be never 'f6' Cloudy, (and fidithes her 
Courſe 3 Extinguiſhing likewiſe fl, other 
Splendors, and Oppoſſtions ; ' Infomuch, 
that Calamity .is no' rttore to 4. Virttdous 
Mind, than a Shower into the Sea. That 
which is Right, js not to be valud by quan- 
tity, number, or time; A Life of a Day 
may be as honeſt, as a Life vf a Hundred 
years; but yet Virtue inone Mat: may have 
a larger Field ro ſhew it ſelf in, than In ano- 
ther. One Man perhaps may be in a Stz- 
tion. to Adminifter unto Ciries, and King- 
doms; to Contrive Laws, Create 
Friendſhips, and dv beneficial Offices to 
Matikind : "tis another Man's Fortune to 
Fe reſgtnned by Poyerty, or put out of 
the way by Baniſhmefit : and yet the latter 
«ty He as Virtuaons as the former ;* and may 
tate'ss-preat = Mind, as exatt a' Prudence, 
as inviotable a Juſtice, aid as largea Know- 
Ie4ge of things; both Divine, and Humane z 
weichenit which, 'a- Man rannet, be happy 
Fr” Vitrue-is 'open,to all; ax wet! bas, x 
Nag ls; * vants, 
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" Ctiap:1 Of a Heppy 25fe. 


wants, and Exiles, .as to Princes: Ibis pro» 
fitable to the World, and to tir {ÞIf; ar alk 
Diſtances, and/irvall, Conditions ; .and there 
15/no. difficulty can Excuſe-a Man from the 
Exerciſe of it; and it is onlyito be found 
in a Wiſe Man, though there/ may. be ſome 
faint reſemblances'of it in the common peo- 


ple. The Swojcks hold all Virtues to be 6- 


val; but, yet there's great variety -in [the 
tter they have to work upon, according 
asit-islarger, or narrower ; 1ltuſtrions, vr 
I>fs Noble ; ' of more, orleſs Extent ; as all 
good Men are equal ; that is to fay, as they 
are Good ; but yet.one may be Young, ano- 
ther.Old ; one may be Rich, another Poor 3 
one Eminent, and Powerfull, another Un- 
known, and 'Obſtnre. There are many 
things which have little or no Grace in 
themſelves, and are yet made Glorious and 
Remarkable by Virtue. Nothing can be good 
which gives neither Greatneſs nor-Securi- 


'ty to the Mind ; but on the contrary, in- 


ets it with Infolence, Arrogance, and Tu- 
mor : Nor does Virtue dwell upon the Tip 
of the "Tongue, but in the Temple of 2 
Purify*d Heart. He that depends upon as 
ny other Good, becomes Covetous of Life, 
and what belongs to*t: which Expoſes a Man 
to Appetites that are vaſt, unlimited, and 
intolerable. Virtue is Free, and Indefati- 
gable, and accompany*d with Concord, and 
Gracefulneſs : Whereas Pleaſure is mean, 
ſervile, tranſitory, tireſome, and fickly, 
and ſcarce mare the taſting of it; It is 

' \ 4 | 
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pruſt be all 
of 4 Puce. 


and only the Felicity of Brutes. Who does 
not know, that Fools enjoy their Pleaſures, 
and that there is great yariety in the Enter- 
tainments of Wickednefs? Nay, the Mind 
it ſelf hay its variety of Peryerſe Pleaſures, 
as well asthe Body ; as Infolence, Self-con- 
ceipt, Pride, Garrulity, Lazineſs, and the 
abuſive Wit of tnrning every thing into R;j- 
dicule ,, whereas Virtue Weighs all this, and 
Corres it ; It is the Knowledge both of 
others, and of it ſelf; it is to be learn'd 
from it ſelf ; and, the yery Will it ſelf may 
be Taught j; which Will cannot be right, 
pnleſs the whole habit of the Mind be right, 
from whence the Will comes. It is by the 
Impulſe of Virtue that we love Virtue, fo 
thac the yery _— Virtue lyes by Virtue, 
Which takes in alfo, at a Yiew, the Laws of 
Humane Life. | 

' NEITHER are we ta value our ſelves 
upon a day, or * an hour, or any one AQti+ 
on, but upon the whole hahit of the Mind. 
Some Mgn dq one thing bravely, but not. 
another ; they will ſhrink at Infamy, and 
bear up againſt Poverty ; In this Caſe, we 


. commend the Fact, 'and deſpiſe the Man. 


'The Soul is never in the right place, ?till it, 
be deliver'd from the Cares of Humane 
Aﬀairs ; We muſt Labour, and Climb the 
Hill, if we will arrive at Virtye, whoſe ſeat 
js upon the Toppt it, He that Maſters A- 
varice, and is truly gaod,ſtands firm againſt 
Ambizien 3. þe looks pon his laſt hour, not 
<2 R | | Fy 
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- iS $$ ob A aa _  _ -« cc ..co. ..} 


<f ©* ab, labs 6 buy Long BS Yd 


AP —" WXx ET ©” RR =" 


oye. WW 


42 yt © 1 Of £y. CD FY © 47 g=2i7T7 +4 cc We 
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2s 2 Puniſhment, bat as the Equity of a 
Common Fate ; - He that Subdues his Car- 


nal Luſts, ſhall eaſily keep himſelf nntein- 


ted with any other. 'So that Reaſon does 
not Encounter this or that Vice by it ſelf, 
but beats down all at a Blow. What'does 
he care for Ignominy, that only Values him- 
ſelf upon Conſcience, and not Opinion ? 
Socrates look*d a Scandalons Death in the 
Face, with the ſame Conſtancy that he had 
before practis'd towards the Thirty Ty- 
rants : his Virtue conſecrated the very Dun- 
geon ; as Cato*s Repulſe was Caro's Honour, 
and the Reproche of the Government. He 
that is-wiſe, will take delight even in an ill 
ppinion that js well gotten ; *tis Oſtentati- 
on, not Virtue, when a Man will have his 
good deeds publiſh'd ; and, *tis not enough 
to be juſt where there is Honour to be got- 
ten, but to continue ſo, in defiance of In- 
famy and danger, | | 

' * BUT Virtue cannot lye hid, for the time 


will come, that © ſhall raiſe it again (even « F;r-rus 
after it is bury*d ) and deliver it from the cn newer 
Malignity of the Age that oppreſſed it : Im- fe foppreſe 


mortal Glory is the Shadow of it, and keeps 
it Company whether we will or no; bur 
ſometimes the Shadow goes before the Sub- 
ſtance, and otherwhiles it follows it ; and, 
the later it comes, | the larger it is, when e- 
ven Envy it ſelf ſhall have given way to't. 


Jt was a long time that Democritus was ta- 
ken for a Madman, and before Socrates had 


any Eſteem in the World: How long was 
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it defore Cato could be Underſtood ? Nay, 
he was Affronted;Contemn'd, and Rejected ; 
and, People never: knew the. value! of him 
till they had - loſt him :. the Integrity and 
(nay of Rutilins had been for otten, but 
or; his. Sufferings. I ſpeak. of - thoſe that 
Fortune has made Famous for their Per ſe- 
Cutions 3 and there:;are others aM{or that the 
World never. took riotice. of till they were 
dead; as Epicrurus,and Metrodor us, that were 
almoſt wholly unknown, even in the Place 
Where / they liv'd.. Now, as the Body is to 
be kept in, upon the Down-hill, and forc'd 
hr mat 3 So there are ſome Virtues that 
> the Rein, and others 'the Spur. In 
Temperance, Gentieneſs, of Nature, 

we are * check our ſelves, for fear of fall- 
ing; but, in Patience, Refolzztion, and Perſe- 
Perance; where Weare to Mount the Hill, we 
ſandan need of Encouragement. Upon this 
Diviſion of the Matter, I had rather ſteer 
the ſmoother Conrſe, than paſs through the 
| Experiments of Sweat and Bloud : I know it 
3s my Duty. to be.content in all Conditions; 
but yet if it wereatmy Eleftion, I would 
chuſe the faireſt. When a Man comes once 
to ſtand in need of Fortune, his Life is Anxi- 
ous, Suſpicious, Timorous, Nependent up- 
on every Moment; and in fear of all Acci- 
dents; -; Hpw can that Man Reſign himſelf 
to God, or bear his Lot, whatever it be, 
without Murmuring, and chearfully ſubmit 
to Providence z- that ſbrinks at every Mo- 
Lion of Pleaſure, ariPain ? It is on 
at 
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that raiſes ns above Griefs,. ook Fears, 
and - Chances ; and makes ns not only Pati- 
ent, but willing, as knowihy that whatever 
we ſuffer, is according to the Decree of 
Heaven. - He that is'overcoms Witf Ptcaſure 
( ſo contemptible, _ weak an Enem 
What will —&s f him when'he tb 
to grapple with'Dangers, Neteſſities, ATE 
ments, Death,” and the Diſlotutidn' of 
tore it ſelf ? Wealth, Honotiry ahd Fayag? 
may come upon a Man by Charice 5, ay” 
they may. be calt upon him without hot £8 Rt 
as looking after them, but Virtue'is the work 
of Induſtry, and;Labour;'and ny; y "tis 


worth the while to purtHaſe 
which brings \ all others along! 
"mbar 
ny; 


Good Man 1s' Happy within 
Independent upon Fortune: 

Friend ; Temperate to his FM a 
giouſly Juſt, Indefatigably Laborious, and 
he diſcharges all Duties with a Conftancy, 
and ban dah of Actions. age; ? 
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+ HAS AY: 
Philoſophy i the Guide of Life. _ 


F it be true, . that the Underſtanding, and 
K. the Wil, are the two Eminent, Faculties of 
the Reaſonable Soul 3, it follows,.neceſlarily, 
that  W3/dom, and ey (-which Pg 
eſt Improvement of thoſe , two Faculties 
mult be, the Perfoftion alſo of our. Reaſona- 
ble Being ; and eanſequently. the Undenjable 
Foundation of a Happy Life.: There is not 
any Duty to; which Providence has not an- 
nex'da Bleſſing ; not any Inſtitution of Hea- 
ven, which, eyen in this Life, we may not 
be the better.for ; not any Temptation, 
either of Fortune, or of Appetite, that is 
nat ſubje& to our Reaſon ; nor any Paſlion, 
or Affliction, for which Virtue has not pro- 
vided a Remedy... $5 that it.; is our own 
fault .if . we either Fear, or Hope for any 
thing ; which two Aﬀettions are the Root 
of all our Miſeries.. From this General Pro- 
ſpec of the Foundation of our Tranquility, 
we ſhall paſs by degrees to. a particular 
Conſideration of the means by which it may 
be-procur'd;,, and of the: Impediments that 
 obſtruft it: beginning with- that Philoſophy 
which principally regards our Mazrers, and 
Inſtrucs.us.in the Meaſures of a Virtuous, 
and 2 Quiet Life. - —_— 
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iap:1V: Of « Bapfy Bife 
wi PHILOSOPHY is divided into 
Natural, and Rational : The Firft concerns 


our Manners; the Second ſearches the Works rah, and 
of Nature ; andthe Third farniſhes us with Retionsl. 


Propriety of Words, and. Arguments, and the 
ware: "of diſtinguiſhing, that wemay not be 
pos'q upon with'T Yes and Fallacies. The 


| | Caſe of things fall under Nativat —_— 


ons, under Moral. Moral Phj 15again 
99 we into\ Matter of Juſtice, which ari- 
ſes from the Eſtimation of Things, and of - 


Men; andinto AﬀetHors, and Adions; and, . - 


a'failing i in any one of theſe, diſorders all 
the reſt ; For,what does it profit us: to know 
ahe true value of things, if we be tranſpor- 
Ted by our Paſſions ?: or, to Maſter our Ap- 
petites, without underſtanding the when, 


The whar, the how, and other Circumſtances 


-of onr Proceedings ? ? For, it is one thing 
to know the.Rate, and Dignity. of things 3 
and _— wh know the little Nicks, : and 
ings 'of Actin Natural 'P, 
- xb-n-Shor atthings Co otergy ce" 4% In- 
corporeal; the di nifegonof oa Caxſes; and Ef- 
fetts, and tlie Contemplation of the Cauſe 
f C auſes: Rational Philoſophy is.divided in+> 
to Logick and Rhetorick;, the! Onelooks af- 
ter Words,” Senſe, and Order; 'the Other 


_ 'Freats barely of Words, andthe Sig ms 


0s of them. Scrrates Plates'; all 
in Aforats; arid: Wiſdom, im the; diftingr 
_ of . Grd and Evil; o./kt, is! the:. wo 


a2 nd 


foree-of :it isrincredible ; for it gives us, in 
the iweakneſs of 2. Mar, 'the ſecurity. of a 
we: \1n Sicknels, it is as. good as a Reme+ 
71 to-0s/ [fot whatſoever;caſes the Mind, 
þ— nx yes wy Tha Phyy 
fician may : pr ibe - Dyet,.-and-. Exercj 
and ns bis Ruls.and Modicinags 
the Diſaaſe,z but, *ris Philoſophy that 'muſt 
bring; ys $0.4 Contempt of: Death, which 


S'the Remedy fall. Diſcaſes:::: In-Poverty, 
it gives:us. Riches; or ſuch a ſtate of Mind; 


ns-makestheawfgperfiuous tous. It Arms us 
againſt al:Dithaulties 3 One Man is prek6'g 
with 'Death;iwnother with: Poverty 3 ſome 
with Eavy 3::dthers are off: 
donce; and uoſatified with the Condition of 
Mankind: But Philoſophy prompts us to re- 
lieve the Priſoner, the Infirm, the Necefli- 
tous, the Candemw'd ; to ſhew the Ignorans 
gheir Errors; and. rectify their Aﬀections, 
It-makes.us-Inſpect and Govern our Man- 
Ners. it, rauzes:us where, weare faint, and 
drovzy.; itbindsup what is looſe, and ham- 
bles in us that. which is Contumacious :1 Is 
delivers'the'Mind from the Bondage of the 
Body; and raifes it up to-the. Contempla- 
tion-of its Divine Original. Honours,. Mo- 
numents, andall:the Works of Vanity and 
Ambition areDemoliſhedard. Deſtroyed by 
iJkgez but, the Reputation of Wiſdom js 
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venerable to-Poſterity, and thoſe that 'were 
envy*d;/or-negletted m their Lives, are a« 
dor'd ijn- their Memories; and exempted 
from the very Laws of- Created Nature, 
which has fet bounds fo'all other things. 
;The very-ſhadow of Glory, carries a Manof 
Honour upon all dangers, to the Contempt 
of Fire, atid Sword, and it were a ſhame, 
if Kjghr-Reaſon ſhould not inſpire as gene- 
rous Reſolutions into a Man of YVirtze. | 
NEITHER is Philoſophyonly profitable to 


* 7 S 


the Publick;but * one Wiſe Man' helps ano- * One Wiſe 


ther, even ih the Exerciſe of their Virtues ; 4" #9455 


anotboy, 


and, the one has need of the other, both © 
for' Converſation and Counſel ; for: th 
Kindle a-yutual Emnlation-in Good Offi 
ces. -We'are'not- fo perfect yet,, bat" that 


-many fiew-things remalii-{till- to be four 


out, - which will give us the" reciprocal *At 
vantages- of Inſtrudting' oneanother.”/ For, 


as one Wicked Man is Coritagions to:ano- 


Eher ; and, the more Vices are mingled, the 
worſe it is} fois it ofi” the comtrary with 
Good Men and their” Virtues. As Men'of 
Lettersafethe moſt uſefol; and excellent of 
Friends; 'fo'are they: the: beſt of 'Subje&ts> 
as being better Judges of the Bleſſings they 
enjoy. under! 4 well-order?d: Governinent ; 
and of what they owe to the Magiſtrate for 
their Freedom, and-Protedion. They are 
Man of Sobriety, / and'Learning, and free 
from'Boafting,and Inſolence; they reprove 
Ye Lice; Alba Foproting the Preface; 
ET | * fol 
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Hors they _— / Eh to- = Wiſe, W We J 
her Pomp, or Envy. That which we ſee 


in High Mountains, we find in Philoſophers ;, 
they ſeem taller. near 'hand than at a di- 
Nance, They are raisd above other Men, 
-but their greatneſs is ſubſtantial. Nor do 
they ſtand upon the Tiptoe, that they may. 
ſeem higher than they are, but content with |. 
their own ſtature, they reckon themſelves | 
tall enongh when Fortune carinot. reach | 
them. Their Laws are ſhort, and Yet com-. 
/ pxehenſive too, for they bind all. 24 
ja. 535. , TT Is the Bounty of Nature that we live :' 
R Ph ſophy but of Philoſophy that we live well; which is, 
| zeaches us jn truth, a greater Benefit than Life it ſelf,.. 
$0 well >; Not, but that Philoſophy is alſo the Gift of 
3 Heaven, fo far, as to the' Faculty, .but not | 
| £0. the Science;-for that muſt be the buſi- 
neſs of Induſtry. No Man is born Wiſe ; 
but, Wiſdom and Virtue require a Tutor z. 
though we can cafily learn to be Vicious : 
without a Maſter. It is Philoſophy that gives; 
vs-2 Veneration for God; a Charity . for | 
-our- Neighbour, that. teaches us our Duty / 
-to-Heaven, and exhorts ust& an agreement 
one. with another : It unmasK$ things that | 
are terrible to us, aſlwages our Luſts, re- 
*  Futes our Errors, reſtrains our Luxury, Re- | 
® proyes our Avarice, and Works ſtrangely Mis? 
y mth Tender Natures. I could never hear Wyeare 
Attalus, ( ſays Seneca) upon: the Vices, of Wi 
the Age, and the Errors of Life, without Ws 
a Compal far Mankind 3 ator | | 
couries i 
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| F9- 4s of Poverty, therewwas ſomething 
methought that was more+ than Humade, 
Adore than we uſe, ſays he,” w more-than-we 
need, and only a Burthen to the, Bearer; 'Fhar 
Aying of his put me but; of Countenancs 
at the ſuperfluities of my own: Fortune.oAnd 
ſo in his Inve&ives againſt vain Pleafutes 3 
be did at ſuch a rate advance the felicities of 
a- Sober Table, a Pure Mind, and aGhaſt 
Body; that a Man could not hear thimiwith+ 
gre as one. and;/Moderati- 
n_ theſe Lefures of his 1 deny'd 

my rr » for a while after, cettain: 

_had formerly naſed:;- but in, Shoes 
= ifell to.them again 9. ; though: dobigh+ 
ringly, that the WR | 
of 2'Total' Abſtinence; 3 35: {5 43 W9 

NOW toiſhew-* yeu (lmnon! Antti 
_ much earnefter my ——— 
loſophy-was, than my Progreſs; wa 
$ation gave me a wonderfull 
thageras.z and after him; for i Sextins.\'F 
former. forbare ſhedding of-Bloud, upart 
Wl Meremyehoſes ; and pyt men in fear. of at; 
Wkſt _ ſhonld offer Violence to the Sonls 
of ſome. of their departed Friends, or Re- 
W ktions. Wherher ( fays he ) there be « Tranſe 
gr4tion- or not ; if it by true, there*s 10 hneys 


biet the coxening i4 
W'-: x y0r 4 Vulture of # Supper. Now 

.[abſain*'d upon. another © Accounit-z 
F508, that be tonld nit hove veer hart 
6 hers of beart, ——_ Laceration, ud 


Tar- 


h | | wt 5 f. fel there's frugality: and nothings 
we w ty Crielty neither, 


e Youth is | 


2 _ "rn eoporn iftheve) be a frienU'at hand” to 


Anda Linily Po reatures 5, « e, that © 

Nate bid: at provided for wy Suſte- 
wante"\'of Mankind,” without" Blood. | This 
v#rought fofar upon me; thatÞ gave over 
eating of 'Eleſh; and in one Year, 'made it 
hovoatyweaſy! rome; but pleaſant ; My mind 
necks was more at Liberty';" (and ] 
anefſÞiof the Fame 'O pinion) but Þ-gave 
Redver nevertheleſs; ad [the Robſon Wl 
ets vItwas imparedasa Superſtition fo the 
7-bhefortbeacance of ſome forts of fleſh] 
Father drought me back againi to my 
/*that .Jomight not be thought 
mined with their Superſtition.” Nays - 

jr doom ado to rail-upoft mk Berry 
Fuſs 43Vtoo-!! tuſe of Ml lRetien 
" They the aptneſs of Youth 'to take pgdbd4m 


>:1Phllofophers: are the' Tutor) 

; \iffleeyi have fourid out Rems 
EE the Mig, it- muſt be 'onr part t6 
i: them” 1 rahnot:think - of Cato; Lak 


Swe ed; Po} without Veneration, theif 
jyoame are'Sicted to me. Philoſophy 
optes healch efttHeiMind 4 let us look t9 
tht hoalch fivſtJ and* in the Second pla 
eyetiX of the Body -- which: may be 
gpormenſier terms's fora ſtrong Arm, a RF 
by etyemaquty=s 6 or the $kill og 
this rot a Philoſophers BuYnels. Beck Ie 
 Smethingsas aNG/exfar, and: other th 
a53h600* Mad pandihe 'may'have Tere 
of Bodyy ay wellas\of: Mind'; it i 
Wn5,05 Caſts the bielge, io were 
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mon to teſt Fools, 1dies 
ther ts fill his Mind; than his Coffers ; wn 

' he know ohio Gol and ages were re mine 


th Ute, cill- Avaric 
_ ty, Ol Ss on Amboy 
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ed” thea, His Life.is 
Fore: z he or firmi in all ex= 
tf ils, The the Lot of his Fob C. 
N ty wit a Divine T ae? There's a; 
DINrene wixt ag fe ndot of F 
TnL, of y, ane 0 Fortune ; t e oh rof 
S_ {f-ighe,the olhet with borra l 
" That It make ihe i> Tth- 
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aki 7 PIs re ard” pleaſant ; th 
OT Za of Servants, ; {6 pom: Pomp, ph 
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ul td make good ' ge; no 
foes It {ztrers of Credit, for [HF 
the Yoyagez but the'Graces of art 
| h { mind will ive us upon the way, ang 
gil make vg tappy at our Journeys end. \ 
de TO tell you iny Opinion, now of the * th f Thet;be. 
| oe HD IF Na I have no great, eſttem. I, ra! Scien- 


if terminates in Profit, . or 
wrt T ſhall allaw then to be ſo 
We js he 


riofity thay 
82 FIr(ucs 


ey only} prepare theUnderſtan- 59.7 or 
L. 2 din 


148 


ping it. «They are-but the 
Ru iments of WBdom ; and only then to he 
far when the Mind is capable of no- 
g better; and the Knowledge of them is is 
better worth the keeping than the acqui- 
ring. They do, not ſo. mnch as Pretend to 
the making of us Virtuous, but onl to give 
US an- aptitude of diſpoſition to be 0. 
Grammarian*s Buſineſs lies ina. S max 
Speech z or if he proceed to ſtory, or the 
Piakering of a Verſe, he'is at-the end of his 
z but, what ſignifies a Conproity of Pe. 
ogy the Computing of hon es, . Or. the 
rod; ing of Numbers, to the tamin : 
our Paſſions, or the repreſling of c on Lu 
The Philoſopher proves the Body of the $ 
to be large, but for the true eng 


ding, without 


it, we mult ask the [moins 5, Geqme:. 


try, and Meſick, a By do nd of. .us [es 

| paler our Hopes cub ron Il the reſt is 
to little. Drp6 "What doe 987 Rory uh 
ch was der of the two,-Homer, or 


Heſwd; or peticg was the Taller, Helen, or 
Heenba ? "We take a 7A gueat deal of pa ins to 
by ce Uhſſes.in His andrings ; Bit, were 
If not time 9s well ſpent to Jack to our 
es, that we may not wander at all ? Are 

: IE our ſelves toſs'd with: tempeſtuous 
dſfions ; and nv; pv by Rar Mon: 
ex7 on the one pd, and / y Syren 
The ather? Te each me. m/ Daly t6_.my 


CY ;t6 Man- 
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Hoe #07. wot Teach me | 9 know. .how. 
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to be my flf, and to live according to 


that Knowledge. What am I the better for 


putting {0 'mapy parts together in Maſick, 
and rite harmony out of fo maiy dif- 


ferent Tones? Teach me to tune my Aﬀe- 
Rions, and to hold Cotiſtant to my Rf. 
Geometry teaches me the” Art of Meaſuring 


' "Acres;, teach me to meaſure my Appetites, 


and to know when I have enough : teach 
me to-divide with my Brother, and to re- 


Joyce inthe Proſperity of my Neighbour: 


You teach me how I may hold my own, and 
keep my Eftate; but 1 would rather learn 
how 1 may loſe it all, and yet be coritented. 
*Ts hard, you'l ſay, for 4 Man to be forc'd 
from the Fortune of his Family. This Eſtate, 
"ris true, was my Fathers; but, Whoſe was 
It in the time of my Great-Grandfathers ? 1 
do not only fiy, What ans was it ? but, 
What Nanor's ? The Aftrologer tells me of. 
Satin, "and" Mars in Oppoſition ; but 1 fay, 
tet them'be as they will, their Courſes and 
their Poſitions are ordered them by an Un- 

changeable [Decree of Fate. Either they 

produce;'and point out the Effects of all 

things, or elſe they ſigtify them : If the 

former ; What are we the better for the 

Knowledge of that, which muſt of neceflity 

come to paſs? If the latter, What does it 

avail-ns, to foreſee what we cannot avoid ? 

ſo that whether we know, or not know, 

the event. will fill 'be the ſame, 
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= not + wh ine Tale 
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the Catch ; Kr fitter. to. he contenan'd, , 


yup reſly 7d. Were not La Mad-man to 
jo Fang abqur ohcar and Parting of of 
ms and Impertinent 
emy. has already made ; a th 
oat fir'd- FONve.My head, STOR the Wn 


Fray fo pla » that it ſhalt blow 7 Og 
nl N this a time for. Fi: ? 
[em AB» fortifie my ſelf againſt Death, 


and, Inevitable Neceflities ; let. me-under- 
Tok that the good of Life does not. con- 
in the Lone oe Space, but tu the Uſe 
of it, When I go to ſleep, who knows 
ever I ſhall wake agam.? and, when 
wake, whether ever I ſhall; / by gain? 
When L $0 « abroad,whether ever I ſhall come 
again : and, when I returs.3 whegher 

ever 1 ſhall g0 abroad apain. It is not at 
$2 only, that Eife and' Death are within 
a few Inches one of another ; but they are 
as near every where elſe too, dnly we da 
fiot take ſo much Natice of it. What have 

- we todo with Frivolous,and Captious Que- 


Rions,and impertingat Nicetics ? Nr” 


Hp bo deſigps the Korea of Hu- 
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ply. Of a Hoy Life, 
dy how to deliver our ſelves from 
Sadneſs, Fear, and the burthen of alt our 
Secret Lyſts > Let us-paſs aver all our moſt 
Solemn Levities, and make haſte to a good 
Life, which is a thing that Preſſes us. Shall 
a Man that goes for a Midwife, ſtand ga- 
Ping ripon a. Poſt, to ſee mbar Play ro dey. 
or when his Houſe is on Fire, ſtay the;Cugl- 
ing of a Perfiwig before; he calls for help ? 
Our Houſes are on. Fire, opr Gountryinva- 
ded;-our Goods taken away; our. Children. 
Sram and, I might. add.to thefe; the 
| ties of Earthquakes, Shipwracks, and 
whatever elſe is molt ter:1ble. Is.this a time 
for us now to be playing falf and looſe. with 
Idle Queſtions, which are; in effect, but ſa, 
many unprofitable Riddles ?, Our, Duty..is, 
the Cure of the Mind, rather than the De- 
light ont ; but we have only the Words of 


Wiſdom, without the Works, and turn Phi». 


loſophy into a Pleaſure, that, wag given for 
a Remedy. . What can be. more ridiciilous, 
than for a. Man to neglett his Manners, and 
Compoſe his Style. ! We are Sick, and Illce+ 
rous, and muſt be Lanc'd, and Scarify*d, 
and every Man has as much Bulipeſs within, 
himſelf as a Phyſician in a. Common Peltj- 
lence. Aisfortunes, in fine, cannot be avoided, 
but they may be ſweerned, if not avercome ; ang 


our Lives may be niade happy by Philoſophy,.. -. 
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CHAP. V- 
T he Force of Precepts, 


HERE ſeems fo be fo near an affinity 
"3 betwixt Wiſdom, Philoſophy,” and Good 
Comnſels, that. it 1s rather matrer of Curio- 
ſity, than of Profit, to divide them: Philoſo- 
phy being only a Limired Wiſdom ;-and, Good 
CounſeÞs, a Communication of that Wifdhnr, for 
the Good of Others, as well as of our Selves; 
and to Hferiy, as well as to the Prefert; 
The Wiſdom of the Ancients, as to the Go- 
vernmetit of Life, was no more, than cer- 
rain Precepts, what to do, and what not; 
and Men were much better in that Simpli- 
City ; for as they came to be more Zearned, 
they grew leſs careful of being Good. That 
Plain, and Open Virtue, is now turn'd into 
a Dark, and Intricate Science ;, and we are 
caught ty Disate, rather than to Live. So 
now, v0 Wickedneſs was ſimple, ſimple Re- 
ies alfo were ſufficient againſt it : But, 
now it” has taken Root, and ſpread ; we 
muſt mike uſe of ſtronger. 
' THERE are ſome Diſpoſitions that em- 
brace Good things as * ſoon'as they hear 
them ; but they will ſtill need quickening 


yrs the bez- by Admonition, and Precept. Weare Raſh 


and Forward in ſome-Caſes, and Dull in 0- 
thers; and there is no Repreſling of the 
9 One humour, or Raiſing of he other, = 

. _ _ TEEN , y 
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by removing the Canſes of them ; which are 
Cin one word) Falſe Admiration, and Falſe 
Fear. Every Man knows his Duty to his 
Country, to his Friends, to his Gueſts ; and 
yet when he is calFPd upon toDraw hisSword 
for the One, or to Labour for the Other, he 
finds himſelf diftracted betwixt his Appre- 
henſions, and his Delights : Heknows well 
enough the injury he does his Wife, 'in+ the 
m_—_ of a Wench; and yet his Luſt o- 
ver-rules him ; So-that *tis not enongh to 
Give Good Advice, unleſs we can Take a- 
way that which hinders the Benefit of it. If 
a Man does what he ought to do, he'l ne- 
ver doit Conſtantly, or Equally, without 
knowing why he does it: And if it be only 
Chance, or Cuſtom, he that does Well by 
Chance, may do Ill fo too. And further ; 
a _ may dire&t us what we Ozght to 
do, and yet fall ſhort in the Marer of do- 
mg it: An Expenſive Entertainment may, 
m Otie Caſe be Extravagance, or Glutto= 

ny ; and yet a Point of Honour, and Diſ- 

cretion itt Another. Tiberius Ceſar had a 

huge Muller preſented him, which he ſent 


to the Market to be ſold : And now ( ſays 


he) my Maſters ( to ſome Company with 
him) you ſhall ſee, that either Apicius, or OQa- 
vins, will be the Chapman for this Fiſh : Ofta= 
vis beat the Price, and gave about 3o/. 
Sterling for't. Now there was a great dif- 
ference betwixt OFavins, that bought it for 
his Luxury, and the Orher that purchas'd 
if for a Compliment to-Tiberins, 4 
6 Jules 


x53 


_ . 
. 


idle, if we be-not firſt taught; what Opini- 
Fringe to have &. the Matter ig,Que- 
N53 Whether it overty, &, Dife, 
grace, Sickneſs, Baniſhment, &c. Let us there- 
&-examine them, one by one z not what 
but what in Truth they Are; 

And Of ſa fi nth Firenes *Tis to no purpoſe 
wn, A high eſteem upon Prudence, Forti- 
race, Tuſrice ;, if we do not firſt 

OW what Virtue is : whether One, or More ; 
OL aha. has One, has All; or how they 


* PRECK 'TS are of great Weight ; and 
b ThePow-y four. >/Uſcful ones. at. hand, do more to- 


jd =_ A, Happy -Life,, than whole Volumes 


SEMiences. yah Coun that we know not where-ta 
bel: Solitary; Precepts ſhould be 


ily Mcditation, for they are the Rules 
- ich we ought to ſquare our Lives, 
When, they. are contracted into Sentences, 
they. ſtrike the Aﬀettions ; whereas Admo- 
vition IS, ,only blowing of the. Coal ; ; It moves 
the vigor of the Mind, and Excites. Vir- 
tue:: We have the Thing already, but. we 
know hot where it lies. It is by Precepts, 


that the. Underſtanding is-Nouriſh'd, and | 


Augmented ; the Offices of Prudence, and 
Juſtice, are Guided by, them, and they lead 
us tothe Execution of our Duties. A Pre- 
cept deliver'd in Verſe, has a much greater 
EffeR, than in Proſe; and thoſe very peo- 
P that never think they have enough z 

et them but hear a ſharp Sentence againſt 
Avarice ; How will they clap and admire 
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and. bid 'opep-Defiance to. Moy 
T= as we fi Ro ie [AﬀeRtiogs- po 
follow the. | not. with.Sylagi/s, 
or. Quirks of Wit; but, with plain and 
weighty Reaſon : and,; we muſb do. it with 
Linde; ton, and Reipett ; for, there. 'OCS 4 
Hoey with Councels, and Diſcourſes 
qre bent wholly upon. the Good'of the | Hear= 
ﬀ- And thoſe are {till the moſt Efficacio 
t take Reaſon along, with 2 Fo Land 0 tell 
vs .35/well - phy we are to do this or. tha 
as we are to do. For, ſome Under- | 
$ are weak, and need an Inftructer id 
to ms to them what is Goad, and 
What 1s Evil. It is a great Virtue to.Love, 
to-Give, and to follow Good. Comuncel ;, if it 
Fo not Lead us to Honeſty, it does at leaſt 
ompe us.to't.. As ſeveral Parts- make 
but.one Harmony, and the moſt reabl 
Muſick.ariſes from Diſcords ; fo 
Wiſe Man gather. many. Arts, many Pre- 
ij and the Examples of many Ages, ta 
rm hys own Lite. Our Fore-Fathers 
have left us in Charge ta avoid three things; 
Hatred, Envy, and Contempt now it is hard 
to avoid Ev, and:not incur Coptempe ; for, 
i eng 199 nyc Care ons to yfurp; ypon | 
aut a many times lyable to be q 
Wolter cur. ſelves, \,; 008 People 
gy that 


= but, let_ug 
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« Good . | 
Counſet is Vice that we can do to Mankind, and if we 
the beſt 
Service 
wwe can do 
80 Man- 


kmd. 


not think of them ; ſo that *ris the part of 
a Monitor not fo much to Teach, as to Afind 
us of our Duties. Sometimes a Man over- 
ſees' that which lies juſt under his Noſe; 
otherwhile he is Careleſs, or pretends not to 
ſee it : Wedo all know, that Friendſhip is 
Sacred, and yet we Violate it; and the 
greateſt Libertine expeRts, that his own 
Wife ſhould be honeſt. | 

.. GOOD *® Comnſel is the-moſt needful ſer- 


give it to mary, it will be ſure to profit ſome : 
For, -of many Tryals, ſome or other will 
undoubtedly ſncceed. He that places a Man 
in the Poſſeſſion of himſelf, does a 
thing ;- for Wiſdom does not ſhew it ſelf fo 
mnch in Precept, as in Life ; in a firmneſs 
of Mind, and a Maſtery of Appetite: It 
Teaches us to Do, as well as to Talk; and 
to make our Words and AQtions all 6f a 
Colour. If that Fruit be pleafanteſt which 
we gather from a Tree of our own Planting, 
How much greater delight ſhall we take in 
the Growth, and Increaſe of Good Manners 
ef our own Forming ? It isan Eminent Mark 
of Wiſdom for a Man to be always like him- 
ſelf. - You ſhall have ſome that keep a thrif- 
ty Table, and laſh out upon Building ; Pro- 
fuſe upon themſelves, and ſordid to others; 
Niggardly at - Home, and Laviſh abroad. 
This Diverſity is Vicious, and the Effe& of 
a Diſſatisfied, and uneaſy Mind ; whereas 
every Wiſe Man livesby Rule. This Dif 
* agreement 


fort : For, we know many things,but we do 
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reement of Purpoſes ariſes;from. hence, 
either that we do ngt.propound to our ſelyes 
what we woufd beat ; or if we.do, that we; 
do-not purſue jt, but paſs from one thing 
to another : -and we do not only change nel- 
ther, but return: to the very thing wiuch we 
had both quitted, and condemn'd., .. 
IN all our * Undertakings, let .ys 
examine our own ſtrength ; the Enterprize, 
next, and Thirdly the Perſons with whom. 
we haye to do: ;The firſt point. is moſt Im. 
portant ; for, weare apt to oyer-value our 
ves, and reckon,. that. we-can.. do more. 
than-indeed we.can. One Man fets up for a. 
Speaker, and is out, as ſoon as he opens his. 
Mouth ; _ another over-charggs. bis Eftate 
zerhaps, or his Body : A il Man is not, 
1 Publick Buſineſs ; ſome again. are too 
, and Peremptory for the Gourt;; many; 
people are apt to fly out; in-their Anger, 
nay,-and.in a Frolick too, if any ſharp thing: 
ln their way, they*l rather venture a 
Neck, than loſe a Jeſt. Theſe people had 
better be quiet in the World, than buſy. 
Let. him that, is, Naturally Cholerick, and 
Impatient, avoid all Provocations, and thoſe 
Aflirs alſo,thatMultiply and draw-on more; 
and-thoſe alſo. from.which there js no Re- 
treat. When we. may come off at pleaſure, 
and fairly hope to. bring onr Matters to a 
Ferjod,. ?tis. well enough. If it fo, happen, 
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that + Man be.ty'd up to Buſineſs, which he 
can neither loo nor hreak. oft ; let him 
imagine thoſe Shackles upon his Mind to be 
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yve propoſe * not ; Vile what 
and Honeſt. For It ' will be Cal ob= 
thie to us, eirh&r not tv fiiceeed, or tÞ © 
be aſham'd of 'the'ſnceeſs; Wherefhte,tet 
us be- ſure not to om Ill Deſign wito 
er? real - that we'may lift up of hems 
ro Heaven, and as nothing which afroth = 
- wp Loſer by.*'Let us pray. for a*Gaod 
nd, which is a Wiſh. to no Mans Tnjdty. 
Fwill Remember always that I am 4 Ma 
and then conſider, that, if | am Hap gr, 
Tit Uaft Always ; if Unbappy, 1 ria ng orher 
3f Ip feaſe. 1 will carry my Life in ry Hand; 
ver hy when lt 
A . MN Fave 3, care of Sn 
Slaves my 1c itisa tual,a Co 
fil, ah4 the heavieſt Re aerpernt he "And 
thi way be done by. moderate Deſires. i 
will-fay to my ſelf,. What i it that 1 Labor, 
Smear, and Sobirit for, when it is but Le 
te that ; og} pon is will not be Jo 
4. amy th gh that wand Hts 
Pro of the Firmieſcof his Mind, It him 
ſt certain days apart for the pr raQtice of his 
n__ Let him Mortify himſelf with Faſt- 
Be Courſe Moaths, and hard Lod gi0g 5 0 
then ay to himſ fr; 'Is this the 
wo T wa: afraid of ? In 1 State of Security 2 
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oc buy Pet without CT beholden toFor- 

hich never denies any of us where» 
wich to  Citisfy our Neceſſities, though ſhe 
be never.ſo Angry ?. It is as eaſy to offer, it ſh 
always, as to.try it once 3. and it is no more Ml In 
than » Thouſands $ of Servants and-Poor Peo: MW fn 
BY: 0 lag day. of their Lives. He that I th 
liye Happily;,.m mult, neither truſt. to W m 
od e, nor ſubmit to Bad : He muſt Wl Ri 
tel n his Guard a rag ainſt all aſſaults: Il ce/ 
He muſt ſtick to himſelf, without. any. de- WW Gu 
pendence upon other People. 'Where the you 
Mind 4s tinQur*d with Philoſophy, 's 8 Ma 
no place for Grief, Anxiety, or Superfluous I it i 
Vexations, It. is prepoſſeſs Sd wit Virtue, ans 
to the negle&t of Fortune, which brings .us I Hoi 
to a depree of Security. not to he dilturb'd. diti 
"Tis eaſier to giye Counſel than to take it, I hor 
anda cormmon thing for, one Cholerick Man Wo $ 
to cond emn peraneD We may be Ts Not | 
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f _— To a Friend I would be al- 


ways Frank and Plain arid rather fail in the 
Succeſs, than be wanting in the Matter of . 
Faith, aid. Truſt. There are ſoine Precepts 
that ſerve i in common,both to the Rich, and 
Poor; but they are too general ; as, Cure ue? 
Avarice, ard the work is done. It is one thing 
not to deſire Money, arid another thing not 
to underſtand how touſe it. In the Choice 
of the Perſons we have to do withal, we 
ſhould, ſee that they be worth our while : 
In the Choice of our Buſineſs we are to 'con- 
ſult Natnre.and follow our Inclinations. He 
that gives ſober Advice to a Witty Droll, 

muſt look to have every thing turn'd into | 
Ridicule. 4s if you Philoſophers ( fays Mar- 
cellinus ) did not love your Whores; and your 
Guts, as well as other people.;, and then he tells 
you of ſuch 4nd ſich that were taken in the 
Manner. We are all ſick, I muſt confeſs,and 
it is not for ſick Men to play the Phyſics 
ans 3 butz it is yet-Lawful fora Manin an 
Hoſpital to diſcourſe of the Common Con- 
dition and diſtempers of te place. He that 
ſhould pretend to teach a Mad Man how 
to Speak, Walk, and behave himſelf, were 
not he the Madder Man of the two ? He that 
dire&s the Pilot,makes him move the Helm; 
order the Sails ſo or ſo, 'and make the beſt 
of a ſcant Wind, after this or that manner; 
And ſo ſhould we do in our Counſels. Do 
not tell me what a Man ſhould do in Health, 
or Poverty, but ſhew nie the way to be ei- 
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bs ices: fx, "is t0.n0 purpoſe fo long af: 
Thr under their Goyernment, to tel} me, 
what I muſt do when Iam clear of it. Jn 
Cake of an Avarice a little eas'd, a Luxury 
moderated, a Temerity reſtrain'd, a- Slug- 
*Humour quicken'd ; Precepts will _ 
elp us forward, and Tutor us how to be- 
tave our ſelves. It is the firſt, and the maig 
Tye. of a Soldier, his Military Oath, whihW © 
isan En Agement apon him both of RelW þ 
gion and Honour. In like matiner, he that iſ p 
Preterids toa Happy Life, mult firſt layaiW +; 
Fonndation.of Virtue, asa Bond upon him, Ml 4, 
to Live and Dyetrue to that Cauſe ” Web F; 
not find Felicity in the Veins of the Earth H 
where we dig for Gold, nor in the Bottom 
of the Sea, where we fith for Pearl ; buty 
a pureand untainted Mind, which, ifi it wer 
t-Holy, were not fit to entertain the Dg 
bs "He that would be truly Happy, muſt thi 
ou Lot beft,, and ſo live with Jen, as cov 
that God ſees him, and ſo ſpegk to Gol, 
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No Felicity like Peace of Conſcience: 


GOOD Conſcience is the Teſtimony of 4 
"A Good Life, andthe Reward of it.. This . 
isit that fortifies' the Mind againſt Fortune; 
Wheri a Man has gotten the Maſtery of his 
Paſſions ; plac'd his Treaſure, and his Secu- 
rity within himſelf ; learn'd to be content 
with his Condition, and that Death is no 
Evil in it If, but only the End of Man: 
He that has dedicated his Mind to Virtue; 
and to the Good of Humane Society, where- 
bf he is « Member, has conſummated all 
that is either Profitable, or Neceſſary for 
him to Know, or Do, toward the Eſtabliſh- 
mefit of his Peace. Every Man has a Judge; 
and a Witneſs within himſelf; of all the 
Good, and 111 ther he Docs ; which inſpires. 
os with great Thoughts, and Adminiſters 
to us wholeſome Counſels. We have a Ve- 
neration for all the Works of Nature, the 
Heads of Rivers, and the Springs of Medi- * 
© cinal Waters : the Horrors of Groves and 
—ſ of Caves; ftrike us with ar! Impreſſion of 
© Religion,and Worſhip. To ſee a Man Fear- 
WIG in Dangers, Untainted with Luſts, Hap- 
Boy in Adverſity,Compos'd in a Tumult,and 
aoghiog at all thoſe things which are ge- 
A VB revally either Coveted, "of Fear'd, all Mcrt 
Naſt acknowledge, that | this can be no- 
mT” M 2 thing 
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” ax * SENEcE 41 Chapt” 
| ' thingelſ buta Beam of Divinity that In--' 
fluences a Mortal Body. And this is it that 
carries ns to the Diſquiſition of things Di- 
vine, and Humane ; What the State of the 
World was before the Diſtribution of the 
Firſt Matter into Parts ; what Power it was 
that drew Order out of that Confuſion, and 
gave Laws both to the whole, andto eve- 
ry Particle thereof ; What that ſpace is be- 
yond the World ;- and whence proceed the 

| ſeveral operations of Nature. Shall any 
Man ſee the Glory, and Order of the Uni- 
verſe : ſo many ſcatter*d Parts, and Qua- 
lities wrought into one Maſs ; ſuch a Med- 
ly of things, which are yet Diſtinguifh'd; 
the World cnlighten'd, and the Diſorders 
of it ſo wonderfully Regulated, and, ſhall 
he not conſider ' the Author, and Diſpoſer 
of all this; and, whither we our ſelves ſhall 
g0, when our Souls ſhall be deliver'd from 
the Slavery of our Fleſh ? The whole Crez- 
ation; we ſee, conforms to the Dictates of 
Providence, and follows God both as a Go- 
vernor.,- and 2s$a Guide. A Great, a Good, 
and a Right Mind 1s a kind of Divinity 

' lodg?d in Fleſh, and may be the Bleſſing 
of a Slave, as well as of a Prince ;. it came 
from Heaven,and to Heaven it myſt return; pr 
and, it.isa kind of Heavenly Felicity, whuch . 
a pureMnd virtuous Mind enjoys, in ſome ſi 
Degree, even upon Earth : Whereas Tem- De 
ples of Honour are but'empty Names, which } - fo 
probably owe their Beginning either to | 727 
Ambition, or to Violence. 1 am ſtrangely the 
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tranſported with the thoughts of Eternity 
Nay, with the Belief of it; for I have a: 
profound Veneration for the Opinions of 
Great Men, eſpecially when they promiſe 
things ſo much to-my ſatisfaction : for they 
do Promiſe them, though they do not Prove: 
them. In the Queſtion of the Immortality 

of the Soul, it goes very far with me, a 
General Conſent to the Opinion of a Fu-i 
ture Reward, and Puniſhment 5 which Me-' 
ditation raifes me to the Contempt of this' 
Life, in hopes of a Better. But ſtill, thongh 
we know that we have a Soul, yet, what 

the Soul is, How, and from Whence ; we 

are utterly Ignorant : This only we under- 

ſtand, that all the Good, and 11 we do, is 
under the Dominion of the Mind ; that a 

Clear Confcieace States us in an Inviolable 

Peace : And, that the greateſt Bleſling in 

Nature, 1s that, which every honeſt Man 

may beſtow upon himſelf. The Body is but 

the Clog, and Priſoner of the Mind ; toſſed 
up and down, and Perſecuted with Puniſh- 
ments, Vaolences, and Diſeaſes ; -but the 


' Mind it ſelf is Sacred, and Eternal, andex- _ 


empt from the ' Danger of all Afual Im- 
preſlions.' = | | 


-* PROVIDED that we look to our Con- 2 Every 
ſciences, no matter for Opinion : Let me men's 


Deſerve Well, though/I Hear Ill. The Com-* 


for the Marks of Magnanimity, and Ho-: 
nour; and, -if a Man be Soft, and Modeſt, 
they look upon him as an eaſy Fop ; but; 

- | M3 - when 
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when: they come once to obſerve the Dig-+ 
nity of his Mind, in the Equality and Firm- 
neſs of his Actjons; and that. his External 
Quiet is founded upon an Internal Peace, 
the very ſame People have him jn Eſteem, 
and -Admiration.. For, there is no Man but 


Approves of Virtue, though but few Purſue 


it; we ſce where it is, but we dare not. ven- 
ture to come at it : And the Reaſon is, we 
over-value that which we muſt quit tq ob- 
tain it. A good Conſcience fears no Witneſ- 
ſes, but a Guilty Conſcience is ſollicitous, 
even in ſolitude. -If we do nothing but what 
is Honeſt, let all the World know it ; but.if 
otherwiſe, what does it ſignify to have ne 
body elſe know it, ſo long as I know it my 
ſelf ? Miſerable is he that ſlights that Wit- 
neſs : Wickedneſs, *tis true, may ſcape: the 
Law, but not;/the Conſcience : For a Private 
Conviftion.is the firſt, and the Greateſt Pup 
niſhment. of Offenders; ſa:that Sin-plagnes 
it ſelf; andthe fear of Vengeance. purſues 
even thoſe: that ſcape the ſtroke of it. It 
were-illifor Good Men that Injquity may 
ſo-caſily.evade the Law, the: Judge, and the 
Execution, if Nature had not. ſet up Tor- 
ments; and Gibbets, in the Conſciences of 


..- -Trapſireſlors, He that is Guilty, lives in 


Petual. Terror ;, and. while; he expeds 


to.be punjſhſd, he quniſhes-himſelf : and, 


whoaloeyer Deſerves.it, Expects it- What 
renhon I0h, thas he. maybe 0. His Sleeps: 
gre Palntnll, and. never; Secure;: and \ - 
nan. TIE canno 
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” Chap. VI, of: 2 's Haas Ze. . -.: BOY 
cannot ſpeak of another Man's Wickedneft; 
without thinking of his own; whereas 2 

good Conſcience 1s a continual Feaſt. Thoſe : 

} are the only certain,and ProfitableDelights,; f 

, which ariſe fromthe Conſcience of a- well 

Aged Life : No matter for Noiſe Abroad; 

ſo long as we are Quiet within : bur, if our 

Paſſions be Seditions, that's enough to keey: 

vs Waking; without any other Tumult. It 

, is not the Poſture of the Body,or the Com- 
poſure of the Bed, that will give reſt toad 
Uneaſic Mind: There isan Impatient ſloth; 
that: may be rouz*d by Aion; and .the 
Vices'of Lazyneſs muſt be Cur'd by Buſt». 
neſs. True Happyneſs is not to be found: 

' in the Exceſles of Wine, or, of Women, 
nor in the Largeſt Prodigalities of Fortune: 
What ſhe has'given me, ſhe may take away: 
but ſhe ſhall not T from me ; and, ſo : 
longasit toes iſ to me, I can part * 

| wh: it without-Pajn.” He that would per- 
etly. know himfelf, let him ſet aſide his 
Money,-his-Fortune, his Dignity, and exa- 
mine himſelf Naked ; without being put:to 
learn from others the Knowledge of him- 
e 
IT is dangerous for a Man too ſuddenly 
or tooeaſily to believe himſelf. Wherefore 
let us> Examine, Watch, Obſerve, and In- b et every 
ſpect our own hearts ; for, we our ſelves Man Exa- 
are our.own greateſt Flatterers : We ſhould ſe. bing- 

every Night call our ſelves to an Accompt,” 7" 

Whats, In ker have I Maſter'dto day ! What 
; ſon: Oppo ? What Temptation reſiſted ? 
M4 Wie 
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to the Shrift. Oh the bleſſed fleep that fol- 
tows ſuch a Diary ! Oh the Tranquillity,Li- 
berty, and Greatneſs of that Mind, that is a 


. Spy upon it ſelf; and'a private Cenſor of its 
own Manners ! It ismy Cuſtome (fays our | 


Author )' every Night, ſo ſoon as the Can- 
dle is out, to run over all the Words, and 
Aftions of the paſt day ; and I. let nothing, 
ſcape me ; for, Why ſhould I fear the ſight 
of my own Errors, 'when 1 can Admoniſh, 
and Forgive my ſelf? I was a little too hot 


in ſuch a Diſpute : -my Opinion might have been 


a: well fpar*d, for it gave Offence, and did no 


go0d at all. The thirig was true ; but all Truths 


are not to' be ſpoten-'at all Times, I would 
had held my tongue, for there's no contending 


. Either with Fools, or 0nr Superiors. TI have 
done ill ;, but it ſhall be ſo no more, If every 


Man would but thus look into himſelf, it 
would be the better for us all. What can 


be moreReaſoriable than this Daily Review 


of a Life that we 'cannot warrant for-a Mo- 


ment ? Our Fate is ſet, and the firſt breath 


we draw, is only the firſt Motion toward 


our laſt : One Cauſe depends upon another; 


andthe Courſe'of all-things, Publick and 
Private, is but 4 long connexion of Provi- 


dential Appointments.” ' There's a great” 
varicty itt” our Eives; but all 'tends to the. 


ſame Tiſſue. Mature may 'uſe her own Bo- 
dies as ſhe pleaſes; but a Good Man has 
tus Conſolation, that nothing 'periſhes 


) which 
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of themſelves,if they he brought every day 
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which he can call his own. ?Tis a great: L 
Comfort,that we are only condemn'd to the - E 
Ame Fate with the Univerſe; the Heavens <4 

themſelves are Mortal as well as our Bodies; - 1 
Nature has made us paſlive, and. to ſuffer : 
is our Lot, While we are in Fleſh, every : 
Man. has his Chain, and his Clog 3 only it ; 
is looſer, and lighter to one Man than to : 
another ; and. he is more at eaſe, that takes 


We are Born to Loſe, and- to Periſh; to ; 
Hope, and to Fear ; to Vex our ſelyes, and . 
others ; and there is no Antidote againſt a : 
Common Calamity, but Virtue ; for, the : 
Foundation of true Joy is in the Ganjeievce, 
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AGood Ma can never be Mz jerable nor 4: 
Wicked Alan Happy. | | 


re HERE is not in the Scale of Nature a 
more Inſeparable Connexion of Cauſe 
and Effet, than in the Caſe of Happyneſs 
and Virtue : Nor any thing that more natu- 
rally produces the one, or more neceſſarily . 
PR ppoſes the other. For, What is it to 
Happy, but for a Man to content himſelf. 
with his Lor, in  chearful and'quiet. Reſig- 
nation.to the Appointments of God? All. 
the' Adtions of our-Lives ought. to be go- . 
vern'd. witha reſpe& to Good, and' Evil: . 
* it Is 7 only Reaſon that F- ngns: b 
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by which Reaſon we are in tek maniner In- 
fuencd 28 if a'Ray of the Divinity were 
dipt in'a Mortal Body ; and that's the Per. 
fedtion of Mankind. *Tis true, we have not 


the Eyes of Eagles, or the Sagacity of 


Hovwnds;- Nor if we had; could we pretend 


to'value our ſelves upon'any thing which we 


heve'in Common with Brotes. What are 
we the better for that which is Foreign to 
us,- and'may be given, and taketi away ? As 
the Beams of the Sun” irradiate the Earth, 
and yet Remititi where they were; {6 is it in 
ſome proportion with a mo nd,that11- 
Iiftratesall or Aftions,; an yet adheres to 
its Origins. Why do we not as well com- 
mend a Horſe for his Glorious Trappings, 
as a Man for his Pompous Additions ! How 
much a braver Creature is 4 Lyon ( which 
- by Nature ought to be Fierce, & Terrible) 
how much braver (1 fy) in his Natural 
Horror, then in his Chains * ? ſothat every 
thing j in its 4% Nature pleaſes us beſt, It. 
is not Health, Nobility, iches,that can ju- 
ſtify a Wicl ed Marr: ; nor is it the want of 
all: the that can dIſeragir a Good- one. 
That*s the Soverei gn Bleffing, which makes 
thePoffeſſor of it v 
ele, aft Him that wants it Contemptibſ by 
tho vir ing Gln, of belides..'? 
not t ting, hg; of. Cary at. 
makes* q Sir Fond Ship; but, pF ſhe be ring tht 


be Excel ara ex 
Fon be: wy Far niikes « good. 
= Sword ; 


jabfe without any thing, 


endure "the, 
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Sword ; not-the Richnefs of the Scabbaret: 3 
and ſo *tis-not Money, or Poſſefſions the 
make a Man Conſiderable, but his Vir- 
Tue. 


the Place where we were Born : Some —_ 
Both at a time; ſome only the Greater, and: 
ſome again only the Leſs : The Greater may: 
| be ferv'd in Privacy, Solitude, Contemplai” 
tion, and perchance that way better than 
any other : but, it was the Intent of Nature' 
however, that we ſhould ſerve Both. A Good! 
Man may ferve the Publick, his Friend, 
and Himſelf, in any Station : If he be: not 
1 for the Sword, let him take the Gown: 
7 If the Bar does not agree with him, let hint 
t try the Pulpit ; if he be Silenc*d Abroad; let 
1 him give Counſel at home ; and diſcharge 
f the Part. ofa Faithful Friend, and'a+'Tem- 
; In When he is no longer 
s a Citizen, he is yet a Man; the whole 
; World is his' Country, and Humane Nature 
* never wants matter to Work upon: But, 
> | if nothing will ſerve a Man in the Civil Go- 
t | ernment, unleſs he be' Prime Ainiſter ;, or in 
ls. the Field, but to Command in Chief, tis his 
ie ' | own(fault. The Common Soldier, where 
e, | þe- cannbt- uſe his Hands, fights with his 
- S Joy t hooks; his Example, his Encourage- * 
| ment, 
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ment, his Voice: and ſtands: his: Ground 
even when he has loſt his hands ; and does 
Service too with his very Clamour ; ſo that 
in any condition whatſoever, he ſtill dif- 
charges the Duty of a Good Patriot. Nay, 
He that ſpends his time well, even in a Re- 
tirement, gives a great Example : We may 
enlarge indeed, or contraCt, according to 
the Circumſtances of Time, Place, or Abi- 
lities ; but above all things,we mult be ſure 
to keep our ſelves in Action ; For, he that 
is flothful is dead even while he lives. Was 
there ever any State ſo deſperate, as that 
of Athens under- the Thirty Tyrant, where 


it was Capital to be Honeſt ; and the Senate: 


Houſe was turn'd into a College: of Hang- 
men? never was any Government ſo wretch- 
ed, and ſo hopeleſs ; and yet Socrates at the 
ſame time Preached Temperance to the Ty- 


rants, and Courage to'the Reſt : and _—_ 
[9 p 


wards dy*d an Eminent Example of Fai 
and Reſolution, and a Sacrifice for the Com- 
mon Good, + 

IT. is not for a Wiſe Man to ſtand Þ ſhift- 
iog,. ahd fencing with Fortune, but to op- 
poſe her bare-fac*d ; for, he is ſufficiently 


tbe Ming, convinc'd, that ſhe can do him no hurt. 


She may take away his Servants, Poſleſſions, 
Dignity.;aſlault his Body. putout his Eyes, 


cut off his Hands, and" ſtrip him of all the 
External Comforts-of Life. But, What does 


all this amount to, more than the.recalling 
of a Truſt, which' he has receiv*d;: with 


Condition to deliver it: up again uport Des: 


mand ? 
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mand? He looks upon himſelf as preca- 
rious, and only Lent to himſelf; and yet 
he does not value himſelf ever the leſs, be- 
cauſe he is not his own, but takes ſuch care 
as an Honeſt Man ſhould do, of a thing that 
is committed to him in Truſt. Whenſoe- 
ver he that lent me my ſelf, and what I 
have, ſhall call for all back again, *tis_not 
a Loſs, but a Reſtitution ; and I muſt wil- 
lingly deliver up what moſt undeſervedly 
was beſtow*d upon me: And it will become 
me to return my Mind better than I recei- 
ved it. 


Enemy had then made, himſelf the Maſter 
of his Patrimony, his Children, and his 
Country : But theſe he lookt upon only as 
adventitious Goods, and under the Com- 
mand of Fortune : Ndw he that neither loſt 
any thing, nor fear'd any thing in a Pub- 
lick Ruine, but was ſafe, and at Peace, in 
the middle of the Flames, and in the Heat 
of a Military intemperance and Fury ; What 
Violence, or Provocation imaginable, can 
put ſuch a man as this out of the Poſleſſion 
of himſelf? Walls, and Caſtles may be 
Min'd, and Batter'd ; but there is no Art, 
or Engine, that can ſubvert a ſteady Mind. 
1 bave made my way ( ſays Stilpo ) through 
Fire, and Blood; what 1s become. of my Chil- 
dren, I know not ; but theſe are Tranſitory Bleſ- 


ſmgs, 


© DEMETRIUS, upon the taking of © £ Gene- 
Megara, ask'd Stilpo the Philoſopher what he 77% 
had loſt. Nothing, ſays he, for 7 had all thar$*%%%g 
I could call my own about me. And yet the Mind. 


SEZNECA4 np.vit 

Jinks, and Servants that are condemwd th change 
their Maſters ; what was my own before, is my 
own ſtill: Some have loſt their Eſtates ; others 
their dear-bought Miſtreſſes ; their Commiſſions, 
and Offices ;, the Vſurers have loſt their Boads, 
and Securities ;, but, Demetrius, for my part, 
I have ſaid All : and dy not imagine; after all 
#45, either that Demetrius ## 4 Conqueror, or. 
that Stilpo # overcome : *t1s only thy Fortune 
has been too hard for mine. Alexander took 
Babylon ;, Scipio took Carthage ;, the Capitol 
was Burnt : but, there's no Fire, or Violence 
that can diſcompoſe a Generous Mind. And 
let us not take this Character neither for a 
Chimera; for all Ages afford ſome, though 
not-many Inſtances of this Elevated Virtue: 
A Good Man does his Duty, let it be never 
oy pound, ſo hazardous, or never fo great a 
to him ; and it is not all the Money, the 
Power, and the Pleaſure in the World ; no 
not any Force, or Neceſſity, that can make 
him Wicked : He conſtders what he is to 
Do, not what he is to Suffer, and will keep 
on his Courſe, though there ſhould be no- 
thing but Gibbets, and Torments in the 
way. And in thisInſtance of Srilpo; who,when 
he had loſt his Country, his Wife, his Chil- 
dren, the Town on Fire over his head, Him- 
ſelf ſcaping very hardly, and naked; out of 
the Flames ; 1 have ſav'd all my Goods ( fays 
he ) my Tuftice, my Courage, my Temperance, 
Prudence ;, accounting nothing his own, 
or Valuable ; and ſhewing how much eaſier 
it was to overcome a Nation than one Wile 


— 


F* : %ap VI "Of - Hippy tefe, . 
Man. It is a certain mark of a brave mind, 
not to be nhov*'d by any Accidents : The 
upper Region of the- Air admits neither 
Clonds, nor Tempeſts; The Thunder, 
Storms, and Meteors, are form'd Below ; 
and this is the difference betwixt a mean, 
and an exalted Mind : The former is Rude, 
and Tumultuary ; the latter is Modeſt, Ve- 
nerable, Compos'd, and always Quiet in itg 
Station. In Brief, it is the Conſcience that 
pronounces upon the Man whether he be 
happy or miſerable. But, though Sacrilege 
and Adultery be generally condemn'd, how 
many are there ft1]l that do not fo much ag 
Bluſh at the one; and, in truth, that take a 
Glory in the other ? For, nothing is more 
Common, than for Great Thieyes to ride in 
Triumph,when the Little ones are puniſh?d. 
But, Let Wickedneſs ſcape, as it may, at the 
Bar, it never fails of doing Fuſt ice upon it ſelf ; 
for, every Guilty Perſon 15 his own Hangman. 
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* The due Contemplation of Divine Providence 
*. bs the certain cure of all Misfortunes. 


HOEVER obſerves the World,and 
V the Order of it, will find all the _ 

Motions in it to be, only a Viciſſitude of 

Falling and Riſing ; Nothing extinguiſh'd; 
and even thoſe things which ſeem to us | 
to Periſh, are in truth but Chang'd. The h 
ſeaſons Go, and Return; Day, and Night | 
follow in their Courſes ; The Heavens roul, ] 
and Nature goes on with her Work : All - ] 
things ſucceed in their Turns ; Storms, and E 
Calms; the Law of Nature will have it fo, a 
which we muſt follow, and obey ; acconn- P 
ting all things that are done to be well done: t 
So that what we carinot Mend we muſt Suf- 1 
fer, ahd wait upon Providence without d 
Repining : It is the part of a Cowardly Sol- tl 
dier to follow his Commander, Groaning p 

but a Generous Man delivers himſelf up to 

God without ſtrugling ; and it is only for D 
© A _ Narrow Mind to condemn the Order of- an 
' the World; and to propound rather the o 
mending of Nature, than of Himſelf. No W/ 
Man has any cauſe of Complaint againſt th 
Providence, if that which is Right pleaſes are 
him. Thoſe Glories that appear fair ts Þa 
the Eye, their Luſtre is but falſe and ſu- evi 
perficialz and they are only Vanity and led 
b Deluſion? F 


i J 12D. WEED : Of a Haſpy 5 
Deldſion :- They are rather the Goods of a 
Dreim, thana ſubſtantial Poſſeſſion ; they 
may cozen us at a diſtance, but bring them 
once to the Touch, they are Rotten and 
Counterfeit: There ite no greater wretches 
in 'the Werld, than many of thoſe which 
the People take to be Happy ; Thoſe are 
the only true and iricorruptible Comforts, 
that will abide all Tryals; and the more 
'we turn, and examine them, the niore va« 
luable we find them ; and, The greateſt Fes 
licity of all, is not to ſtand in heed of any:' 
What's Poverty? No Man lives ſo poor as 
he was born. What's Pain? It will either 
have an end it ſelf, or make an end of us: 
In ſhort ; Fortune has no weapon that reach 
es the Mind 2 But the Bounties of Providence 
are Certain, and Permanent Bleſſings 3 
and they are the Greater and the Better, 
the longer we conſider them : That is to fay; 
The Power of convemning things terrible,” and 
aeſpiſing what the Common People Cover. Int 
the very Methods of Nature, we cannot 
or obſerve the Regard that Providence 
d to.the Good of Mankind, even in the 
Diſpoſition of the World, .in providin - 
amply for our Maintenance, and Satis 
on. It is not poſlible for us to 
what the Power is, which has made all 
things : Some few ſparks of that Divinity 
are Diſcover*d, but infinitely the greater 
part of it. lics hid.We are all of us ews how=- 
1k fo. _ reed ; Firſt, in the Acknow- 
id Balicf of that Almighty Be-' 
N ing 5 
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comes it 
that Good 
Men are 
"_ Ti 
tb World, - 
ans Fick- Fathtr does by his Children ; he 'Tryes us, 
E en 


#ton, and Adverfity ;, .and wicked Men 


enjoy. themſelves in Eafe and Plemy? My Ati- 


ſyer is,, That God deals by Us as 2 good 


he Hardens us, and Fits us for Himfelf. He 
keeps a ftridt Hand over thoſe thache loves, 
and by the reſt ke does as we do by onr 


Slaves; he lets them go on in Licenſe and | 


Boldnefs. As the Maſter gives his moft hope- 
fall Scliolars the hardeft Leſſons, ſo does 
God deal with the moſt Generous Spirits ; 
amd the crois Encounters of Fortnne, we are 
not to. look upon as a Cruelty, bat as 4 
Conteſt: The familiarity of Dangers brings 
ps1e-the Contempt of them, and that part 
iexRrongeſt which is moſt exerasd: the Sea- 
Man's Hand is Callons, the Soldier's Arm is 
frong, and the Tree that is moſt expos'd 
tothe Wind takes the beſt Root : Thoſe 
People that live in a perpetual Winter, in 
extremity of Froſt, and Penury, where # 
Cave; a Lock of Straw, or a few Leaves is 
all their Covering, and wild Beaſts their 
Boariſhment : All this by Cuſtom is not 
enly made tolerable, but when *tis once ta- 
kan.up: upon neceſlity, by little and little 
1t_ becomes. pleaſant:ro them. Why: ſhoul 
we: then account that Condition of Life # 
Calamity, which the Lot of many Nati 
ons? There: i go' biate ta” 


"SENECA Chip yilt, 
iz; and Secondly ;. that we jreto aſcribe 
$o-it, ;all Majeſty, and Goodneſs. 

-;- AF there be 4 Providence, fay forme, * Flop 
bemes it to pafs,, that: good Men labor unde; 
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ble," But there are in it Remiſſions, Diver< 


ſions; nay, and Delights too, fuch is-the 


Benignity of Nature towards us,even in the 
fevereſt Accidents of Humane Life. There 
were-no Living,if Adverſity ſhould hold on 
us it begins, and keep up the Force of the 
Firſt Impreſſion. We are apt to Murmure 
at many thirigs'48 great Evils, that have 
nothing at all of Evil in them beſide the 
Complaint ; which we ſhould more reaſon- 
ably take up againſt our ſelves. If I be 
Sick, *ris part of my Fate ; and for. other 
Calamities they are uſual things; they 
6ught to be ; nay, which is more,they muſt 
be, for they come by Divine appointment: 
So that we ſhould riot only ſabmit to God; 


but Aſſent to him,and Obey him,out of Du-* 


iy, evenif thete were no Neceſſity ; All thoſe 
terrible Appearances that make us Groan, 
and Tremble, are but the Tribute of Life 
we are neither to Wiſh, nor to Ask,nor to 
Hope to ſcape them; For *tis a kind of Dif 
honeſty to pay a Tribute unwillingly.Am FE 
troubl'd with the Stone ; or Aﬀicted with 
coritinual loſles? Na y.is my Body in danger? 
All this is no rliore than what T Pray*d for 
When T pray*d for Old Age. All theſe thirigs 
fire'as familiar in a Long Life, as Duſt, and 
Dirt in a Long Way. Life 1s a Warfare ; 
and, What brave Man would not rather 
rhoſo to be 1n/a Tent, thaft ift'« Shanibles ? 
Fottupedowthks's Sword-nan !'She ſtoriis 
WSncounter a'fearfull Manic There's "tis 
Howur in the Vidtory, whete there's iis 
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Danger in the way to't : She tryes Auciug 
be Fire , Rutilius by Exile ,, Socrates by Poy- 
Jon; Cato by Death. *Tis only in Adverſe 
Fortune, aud in Bad Times, that we -find 
reat-Examples. Aſucize thought himſelf 
ppier with his Hand: in the Flame, than 
if it had been in the Boſom- of his Miſtriſs, 
Fabricius took. more ,pkafure in eating the 
Roots of his own Planting, than in all the 
Delicacies of Laxury and Expence. , Shall 
we call Rutilizs miſerable, whom his very 
Enemies; have ador*d ? who, npon Glo- 
rious, and # Publick Principle, choſe ras 
ther to loſe. his Countrey,: than to. return 
from Baniſhment ? the only. Marr that de; 
ny*dany thing to Sylle the Dittator, who re- 
£alld him. Nor did he only refuſe to come; 
but drew himſelf farther off :- Let them, ſays 
he, that think Baniſhment a-Misfortune, live 
Slaves at Rome, under the Imperious Cruclties 
of Sylla : ' He that ſets a Price pon the Heads 
of Senators, and after a Law of bus own In» 
frrtution againſt, Cut-throats, becomes the greats 
eft himſelf. Is it not better for a Man to live 
in Exile Abroad, than to be Maſlacred at 
Home ? In ſuffering for Virtue, *tis not the 
Torment, but the Cauſe that we are t9 
conſider; and the more Pain, the more 
Renown. When any Hardſhip befalls us 
we muſt - Jook upon it as an AQ of Provi- 
dence, which: many times ſuffers Particu- 
- lars to be wounded for the Conſervation of 
the whole: Beſide that God chaſtiſes ſoms 
People vader 2m pOaraaae of Bleing 
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- Virtue, ' as the Fire does Gold: Nay, he 
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them;turning their Proſperity to their Ru« 
ine, as a Puniſhment for abuſing his Good-- 
neſs. And we are farther to iconſider, that 
many a Good Man is Afﬀidcted,: only £0 
teach others to:ſuffer ; for we are born for: 
Example : And likewiſe, that where Men: 
are Contumacious and Refrattary, 1 plea»: 
fs God many times to. cure Greater Evils; 
by-Leſs, and to turn our Miſeries to our: 


5 HO W many Caſualties, and Difficul-s-p,gojc 
ties are there, that we dread, as'in{upport-dence' 
ableMiſchiefs, which,upon farther thoughts, draws 
we find to be Meraes and Benefits ? As Ba-+ = of 
niſhment, Poverty, Loſs of Relations, Sick- 

neſs,” Diſgrace? Some are cur'd by the, 
Eance; by Fire, Hunger, Thirft;; taking: 

out of Bones, Lopping off Limbs, and the 

like : ' Nor do we only Fear things that are 
many times Beneficial to us, but on the 0- 

ther ſide, we hanker after, and purſue 
things that are Deadly, and Perniciouss 
Weare Poyſon?d in the very Pleaſures of 

our Luxury ; and betray'd to a Thouſand 
Diſeaſes, by the Indulging of our Palate. 

To loſe a Child, ara Limb, is only to part 

with what we have receiv'd, and Nature 

may do what ſhe ' pleaſes with her own: 
Weare Frail our ſelves, & we have receiv'd 

things tranſitory : That which was given 

us, may be taken away ; Calamity trys 


thtlives molt at eaſe, is only delay'd, not 
ditmiſs'd,and his Portion is to come. When 
* | N 3 we 


= #ZNFC4 Chinn. 
"= we ars viſited with Sickneſs, « or” other: Af 
fictipns, - were not 'to murmure as if me 
were illnsgd:c It is.a mark of the GeneraPs 
Eſteem, when he puts ns ipon a Poſt of 
ny er; We do not fay, My Captain wfes 
| -but He: does. me-Horiour : And. fo 

ſhould we ſay; that are Commanded to'en- _* 
counter. Difficulties, for this is our-Cafa 
with God Almighty. --.. 
Celawny W HAT was Regulus the worſe, be. 
 >6-Tgzkcauſe : Fortune made choice of him for ag 
of FInOOs Eminent Inftance, both -of Faith and- Pa- 
by "";zence? He was thrown intoiaCafe of Wood 


- . (Kuck with pointed Nails ;;/ſo that which 
way ſoever.heturn'd his Body,it Teſted oh 
on his Wounds ; his Eye-lids werecat. 
to keep him waking ; and yet. Mecann was | 
not happier upon his Bed, . than Regulus 
gpon his Torments.. | Nay, the World is ndt 
yet grown fo. wicked, |as- not t0 prefer Re- 
Sadus before HMecanas : And, can any Man 
take that t6 be an Evil, i of which, Provi- 
Aence/aaccompred this brave Man worthy? 
Ir has pleaſed God ( fays. he:)20; ſingle me ont 
for dn" Enperiment of the Force bf Humane N- 
tos; NoaMan' knows his\'own' Strength or 
Yale,” but-by being put to the Prook The 
Pilooistriy&&in a Storm 5/'the Soldier ing 
bittte3: the Rich man knows not haw-to 
beter in Poverty: He that has liv 
by" Popularity and Applauſe; knows: nat 
bowfewobld bear [nfamy. and Reproach? 
Wor lf that) never thad-Chililven, hoir bs 
proud bear the Lees. Qbiairy.i 
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235 | 
the Ocraſion of Virtue, 'and 'a"'Spir” ths 
Great Mind. The very -Apprehenfion \of 
a Wound ſtartles a Man whien he firſt bears 
Arts, but att Old Soldier bleeds bold 5'B& 

conſe he'linows, that a May may loſe Blo6d; 
Fry yet winthe Day/'/ Nay, many times! 
Calamity turns to-'08 Advantage z nll 
Great) Ruines have but-made way: to: Gres- 
ter Glories; * The Crying out of Fire his 
many times quieted a Fray, and the Inter< 
poſing ofa Wild Beaft has parted the Thidf, 
and the Traveller ; for, we are not at led 
ſure for Leſs Miſchiefs, while we are under 
the Ap 7 77 rehenſion of Greater. One 'Man's 
Lifeis awd by a Diſeaſe? Another is Ar- 
reſted; and taken out of the way, juſt Wi 
his Houſe: was falling wpdn his Head: 51d 

TOfſhew'now, that the'Favours, Fl the 's, 
5s Croſſes of Fortune ; ard" the Accidents - of d Acts 
Sickneſs, and of Health, are neither Gool[; dents are 
nor Ev4l 3" God permits them indifferert j—_ 
both"to Good, and Evil Men. 73s berll Fs 
you'l ſay, -for 4 Virtuous Man to ſuffer af 
forts of Miſery, and for a Wicked Man, 

_— Fofree, but to enjoy himſelf at pleafure, 
is it -not the fame thing far Men of 

on Mobo; Impudence, - and Wickedn( 
to ſleepina whole skirt, when Men' of Ho 
nour and "Hoxeſty bear Arms, lye in' the 
Trenches,/ and receive Wonnds ? Or fr 
the Veſtal: Virgins toriſe inthe Night” 
their Prayers, when- Common Sttu 
tye ſtretching themſelves in their Beds ? 

We ſhould rather fay with Demerrine, ; I 
N 4 


had 
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had known the Will of Heaven before \Þ, mas 


gePd. ro't, 1 would have offer'd 'my. Jeif. 1f 


Jt. be the Pleaſure of God to take my Chil, 
dren, ] have brought them up to that End ; 
If my Fortune, any Part of my:Bqgdy, or my 
Life, I would rather preſent it, than yield 
It. up : Iam ready to.part with all, -and tq 
ſuffer-all ; for ] know that nothing comes 
to paſs, byt what God appaints ;- Our Fate 
15 Decreed, and things do yot fo much Hap- 
Pens aS in their due tjme Proceed, and every 
n*s Portion of Joy, and Sorrow 4s Prg- 
determin'd. BT 


| + Neebing THERE is nothing falls amiGto.2* Good 
'" #ba: ipro- Man, that can be charg'd upon Providence; 


: rly Evil 
Con befal 
"+ @ Good 
far 


for, Wicked Actions, Lend Thonghts, Am- 


itious Projeds, Bliad Luſts, and Infatiable 
Avarice, againſt all theſe he is. Arn"d by 
. the Benefit of Reaſon: And Do we'expect 
. now, that God ſhould look to our Luggage 
too? ( 1 mean our Bodies ? ) Demorriexs dil- 
charg*d himſelf of his Treaſyre, as the 


' - * Clogand Burthen, of. his Mind. Shall we 
_ Wonder then if God ſuffers that to 'befall a 


Good Man, which a Good Man, ſometimes 
loes tqhimſelf? I loſe a Son. and why not ? 


cif may kill him, Suppoſe he be Baniſh'd 
by, an: Order of- State : Is it at the ſame 


Fic it way ſometime ſo fall qut, that I my : 


is Conptrey, and neyer toretpra ?. Many 
Hlitons may. befall a Good Many: but no 
Evil ; for -contraties; will neveri-Jacorpo+ 
Faty : Al the Ryvers ja the World AFG BOV'er 
oe ” 14 avi 


$+ 


ng with a: Man's Voluntary: leaying of 
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able to Change the Taſt or Quality of the 
Sea. - Prudence, and Religion are above 
Accidents'; and draw Good out of every 
thing; Affliction keeps a Man'in Ure, and 
makes him Strong, Patient, and Hardy. 
Providence Treats-us like a. Generous Fa- 
ther, and brings us up-to Labours, Foils, 
and Dangers ;z whereas the Indulgence of a 
forid Mother makes ys: weak, and ſpirit-" 
les; ' God loves us'with a Maſculine Love, 
and turhs us looſe. to Injuries, and Indigni-/ 
ties: -he takes:delight to ſee a Brave and a 
Good Man Wreſtling with Evil Fortune; 
and 'yet keeping himſelf upon his' Legs, 
when the whole-World is in diforder about” 
kim. And, Are not we our ſelves delight-- 
ed; tor ſee a bold Fellow preſs with his: 
nce upon a Bore, or Lyon ? aad'the Con- 

yy and Reſolntion of the Action, is the: 
Grace and Dignity of the Spetacle. No 
Mar tan be Happy that does not ſtand firm 
againſt all Contingencies ; and ſay to him-- 


| fifin all Extremities, I ſhould have been con-: 


tet, if 16 might kave been ſo, or | fo; but, ' ſince” 
A herwiſe htm R% will 5 atk her 
ter; The more 'we ſtruggle with our Ne- 
cllities, we -draw the Knot the: harder, 
"the warſe tis; with us : And, the more 
the Bird Flapsapd Flutters in the Snare, the - 
farer ſhe is caught : So that the beſt way is: 
to ſubmit, and Le ſtill, under this double 


Conſideration, That che Proceedings of God. 
are Wnqueſtionable and his Decrees i nat to- 
heneſfteds te | 
troy 
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OW. to Sum ap-what | is airvadyic FR 
liver'd, we have ſhew*d what | 'Hap- 
is, [and wherein it conſiſts: That it 
ine anded upon Wiſdom and-Virtue ; for, 
we muſt firſt know. what 'we: Onght rods, 
and then Liveaccordingito that Knowledge: 
We have _ diſcourge: —_— of Phi« 
loſophy, Precepts to $a 'H, 
Lify : The Bleſſing of a Good Coon 
That a Good ;Man can: never be Mi 
nor a: Wicked Man Happy :\ nor-any / 
Unfortunate, that chearfallyc ſubmits th 
Providence: We ſhall:-now Exaiine, How 
it comes t6:paſs, that when the certain way 


to Happineſslics.o fair before us, Men _ 


| Jet ſteer! their courſe: on-:the 'other 1 
which as Matiifeſtly leads:toRuine. - ©» 
-THERE:are -ſome that/live without any 
| * Deſign atall,andionly paſs. in the World 
- like Straws/upon. rt they do not'Go; 


Fmpindi but they.are carry'd. 'Otheps:only-delibe- 


rate upon the; parts.of Lifefſund not upon 
_ whole, which: is. -- Len _ 

ere'snodifpating .of the Ci 
of. it, unleſs we:firſt-propoand” the ain 
you How ſhall any Man take his \Aim- 
' without 
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without a: Mark ? or, what Wind will 
{rve him that js not yet- reſolv'd upon his 
Port ? We Live as it were by Chance, and 
by Chance we are Goyern'd. Some there 
are that torment themſelves afreſh with the 
Memory of 'what is Paſt ; Lord! What did 
1 endure ?\ Never was any Man in my Condi 


tion ; every body gave me over 1, my very Heore 


was ready: to break, &c. Others again af- 


flict themſelves with the Apprehenfion of 
Evils to Come ; and very ridiculoufly Bothe - 


For the Qze does not Now eoncern us, and 
the Otber, hot Tet ; Beſide that, there may 
be Remedies for Miſchiefs likely to happenz 
for they give us warning by Signs,&:Sy mp 
toms of -their Approach. Let him -that! 
would be Quiet, take heed not to provoke 
Men that are in Power ; but live without: 
giving Offence ; and if we cannot make alh 
Great Men our Friends,it will ſuffice to keep 
them from being our Enemies. This is 4 


thing we [muſt avoid, 'asa Mariner would. 


do a' Storm, A raſh Seatnan never conſfi- 
ders. what Wind blows, or what Courſe he 
ſteers; but runs at a venture, as if he would, 
brave the Rocks, and the'Eddies : where- 
as hethat is careful, and Conſiderate, 'in- 
forms hiimfelf before-hand where the Dan- 
ger lies,” and what Weather it is like to be: 
He confults tus Compaſs, and keeps aloof: 
from tho places that are infamous for: 
Wrecks and Miſcarriages. So does a Wiſe- 
Man-in tbe common 'bufineſs of Life ; he 
xeepSgut-of the way from thoſe that ny 
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do him hurt ; but it-is a point of Prudence 
not to let them take notice that he does it 
on purpoſe ; for that which a Man ſhuns;he 
tacitly condemns. Let him -have &@ care al- 
fo of Liff®ners, Newsmongers, and Medlers in 
other Peoples Matters ; for their Diſcourſe 
is commonly of fuch\things as -are never 
Profitable,and moſt —_—— Dangerous, 
either to be ſpoken, -or heard. 


® Zevieyof LEVITY * of Mind'is a great hindrance 
Mind « 8 of Repoſe, and the very Change of Wick- 


8 bin- 
amce 


car pg, 


edneſs is an Addition to the Wickedneſs it 
ſelf; for it is inconſtancy added to Iniqui- 
ty; We relinquiſh the thing we ſought, and 
then we take it up again and fodivideour 


Lives between our Luſts, and our Repen-' 


tances. From one Appetite we paſs to a- 
nother, not ſo much upon Choice, as for 


Change; and there is a Check of Conſcience . 


that caſts a damp upon all our unlawfulPlea- 
fures ; which makes us loſe the Day, in ex- 
peQation of the Night, and the Night it 


. lf for fear of the Approaching © Light. 


Some People are zever at quiet ; others are 
always {0 ; and they are Both to blame ; For 
that which looks like Vivacity,and Induſtry 
inthe one,is only a Reſtleſneſs and Agita- 


tion ; and that which paſſes in the other for 


Moderation,and Reſerve, is but a Drow2zy, 
and :an Unadive. Sloth. Let Motion, and 
Reſt, both take their tarns,according to the 
Order of Nature, which made: both the, 
Day, and the Night: Some areperpetually 


Hifting from one thing to another ; @thers 


again 
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again-make' their whole Life but a kind of 
Untaſie Sleep; Some lie toſling and turn= 
ing, till-very wearineſs bring them to Reſt; 
Orhers again I cannot ſo properly call In- 
conſtant, as :Lazy :- there are many Pro« 
prieties,. and Diverſities of Vice ;, but, it is 
one never-failing effe& of it,. to live-Diſ- 
pleas'd. Wedo all of us labour ypder Inor- 
dinate Deſires ; weare either timorous, and 
dare nof-venture, or venturing, we do not 
Aucceed ;,.or: elſe we caſt our ſelves upon 
uncertairr Hopes, where we are perpetu- 
ally Sollicitous, and in Sufpence. In this di- 
ſtraction, we are apt to propoſe to our 
ſelves things diſhoneſt, and hard ; and 

when we have taken great pains tono pur- 
pofe, we come then to repent of our Un- 
dertakings: Weare afraid to go on, and 
we can neither Maſter our Appetites, nor 
Obey them ;, We live, and dye Reſtleſs, 
and Irreſolute, and which is worſt of all, 
when we grow weary .of the Publick, and 
betake our Selves to Solitude for Relief, 
eyr-Minds are Sick,. and Wallowing, and 

the very Houſe and Wallksac trroubleſome 
to us; we grow impatient, and aſhan”d of 
our ſelves.; and ſuppreſs our inward vex- 
ation till it; breaks our Heart for want of 
vent. This is it-that makes us Soure, and 

Moroſe ; Envious of others, and diſlatisfi- 

ed with our .Selves: till: at. laſt, betwixt 

our Troubles for other, Peoples Succelles, 

and the Deſpair of our. Own,. we fall 
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foul upon - Forzune, and the Times and 
£ 'L et 


£90 


b Change 
of Place 
does no 


good with- ; 
_ eur change plea 


petinto a corner, perhaps,- where 'we fir 
brooding over our own Diſquiets. In theſe 
Oifpoſitions there 1s a kind of pruripinous 
Phaticy that makes fome people take delight 
in Labour, and UneafineFs, like theClawing 
of anItch tilf the Blood ſtarts. 


--b © HIS ivit that puts ns upori'rambling 
Vo >»cne while by Lafrd ; but il 


difegnfted with the Preſent : 'The' Town 
ſts ns to Day ; the Countrey to Mor- 


of Mind. TOW 3 The Splendors of the Coutt at one 


Cares, could not find Him ob Miroves 


time; the Horrors 'of a Wilderneſs at an- 
other ; but all this while we 'carry our 
Plague about us ; for *tis not the place that 
we are weary of, but our ſelves. Nay, out 
weakneſs extends to every thing, for we 
are impatient equally of Toy], and of Plea- 

xe. This Trotting of the Ring, and on- 
ty treading the fame ſteps over and over a- 
gam,has made many aMan lay violent hands 

pon himſelf, It muſt be the Change of 
the Mind, not of the Climate, that will 


' remove the Heavineſs- of the- Heert ;- our 


Vices $0 along with us, and we'carry in 
our felves the Canfes- of our Diſquiets. 
There'sa great weight lies npon us, and the 
bare ſhocking of it makes it the-more Un- 
eaſy ; changmg- of Countreys in this Caſe 
Is. not Travelling, but Wandring. We 
fuſt keep on our Courſe if wewould pain 
our Journeys end; He chat cannot live Happi> 
909 where, will ue Happily no where; What 

2 Man the better for Trevalling? Av if bis 
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he xoes ? Is there any retiring from the feax 


- 6fPeath,; orof Torments ? or:'from thoſe 


Pifficulties which befet a Man- wherever he 
is? It is only Philoſophy that makes the 


. "Mind Invincible, and places us out of the 


Reach of Fortune ; £ that all her Arrows 
Al fhorr of vs. This is it that reclaims the 
Kage of our Luſts, and ſweetens the Anxi- 
ety of our Fears. Frequent Changing of 

Ices, or Councils, ſhewsan taſtakility of 


Mind; and we muſt fix the Body, before 


we can fix the Soul: We can hardly ſtir a= 

broad, or look about us without encoun» 

tring ſome thing or other that revives our 

Kppetites. As ke _ mon calt off an 
Ppy Love, avoids whatſoever : 

him Mm Mind of the Perſon ; {o pragh, wa 

would wholly deliver himſelf from his Be- 


loved Laſts, muſt ſhun all Objedts that may 


putthem in his Head again, and remind 
him of them. We travel, as Children run 
np and down after ſtrange ſights, for No« 
velty,not Profit; we return neither the bet- 
ter nor the ſounder ; nay, and the very 
Apitation hurts ns. We learn to-call To 
and Places by their Names, and to. te 
Stories of Mountains, and of Rivers : but, 
tad not our time been better ſpent in the 
Study of Wiſdom, and of Virtye.? In the 
Learning of what is already diſcover'd, and 
in the Queſt of things not yet. found. out? 
the is ſens oenty for 6 Bingoon 10 
te, te fertds preſently for. a $yrgeon. t& 
Mc. all right again 3 and docs not_rake 
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' Horſeupon't,or-put himfelf on Ship-boards I T 


oft : Wedivide our Lives betwixt a diſlike 


No.miore does the Change of place work up- _ 
vn. out Diſorder'd Minds, ;than upon. = | 
Bodies. _ It. is not the Place, I hope, that 
makes either an Orator,. or a Phyſician. 
Will any Man ask upon the Road, Pray 
which is the way to Prudence, to Juſtice, to 


*Temperance,to Fortitude ? No matter whi- 


"ther ahy Man goes that carries his AﬀeRi- 
. .ons along with him. He that would make 
- his Travels delightful, muſt make himſelf 


veller was complaining, - That he was ne- 
ver the better for his Travels, That”s ver 
true, ſaid Socrates, becauſe you travel}d wi 

your ſelf.” Now had not he better have made 
himſelf another Man, thah to tranſport I 
himſelf to atiother Place ? ?Tis no matter th, 
what Manners we find any where, ſo lon 70 
as we carry our own. But . we have all | 
vs a'Natoral Curioſity of ſeeing fine ſights, 
and of making new diſcoveries ; turning 
over Antiquities, Learning the Cuſtoms 0! 
Nations, &c. We are never quiet: To day 
we ſcekan Office; to morrow weare lick 


| 

4 

4 

t 

c 

a Temperate Companion. . A. great Tras 
W 

W 

{ 

Mm 


Ch 

loc 

abc 

| a, * - Pre 
of the Preſent, and a deſire of the Future ; || wit 
but, he that lives as he ſhould, orders him- r 
ſelf ſo as neither to fear, nor to wiſh for to | bot 
morrow : If it comes, *tis welcome, but if | that 
not, there's. nothing loſt; for, that which || no, 
1s-come is but the ſame over again that is | Wi 
paſt. As Levity is a pernicious Enemy to || the 
Quiet 3  Pertinacy is4 grout one $00, The N The 
. 4 "Sy ne 
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NY One Changes Nothing; the Other Sticks to 


Nothing ; and which of the two is the worſe 
may. be a queſtion. 'It is many times ſeen, 

at we beg earneſtly for thoſe things, which 
if they. were offer*d us we:would refuſe : 
And it is but juſt-to puniſh this eaſyneſs of 
Asking with an equal Factlity of Granting. 
There are ſome things which we would be 


thought to deſire, which we are io far from - 


deſiring, that we dread them. 7 ſhall tire 
you, fays one, in the Middle of a tedious Sw- 


7 No, pray be pleard to go on, we cry,, 


1ngh we wild his Tongue out at half 
way. Nay, we do not deal Candidly even 
with God himfelf. We ſhould fay to our 
{elves in theſe Caſes, Thu have I drawn upon 


. my ſelf. I gould never be quiet, till T had gotten 


this Woman, this Place, this Eſtate, this Ho- 
nor ; and now ſee what*s come o'r. 

. ONE Sovereign Remedy againſt all Mis- 
fortunes is ,* .Conſtancy of Mind : the 


without, that can make a Wiſe Man quit his 
Ground ;.but he is Proof againſt Calamities 
both greatand ſmall : Qnly our Errour is, 
that what we cannot do our ſelves, we think 
na, body elſe can; ſo that we Judge' of the 
Wiſe by the. Meafures of the Weak. Place 
me, among Princes,. or among Beggars ; 
The Ons ſhall not make me Proud, nor the 


e Covflay- 
Changing of Parties, and _ Countenances gf fe 
| looks as if a Man were driven with the cures ur iy 
ind. Nothing can be above him that is 4! Dif- 
_ above ,Fortune. 1t is not Violence, Re--* wes. 

proach, Contempt, or whatever elſe from 
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in a Barn, as in a Palace; and a Bottle 


Hay makes mgas good a Lodging asa Bed | 


of Down, Should every day fucceed to f 
With, it ſhould not "Tranſport me: Nor 


would I think my ſelf Miſerable, if 1 ſhould | 


not have une quiet hour in my whole Life, 

I will not” tranſport my ſelf with eithet 

Pain, or Pleaſure ; but” yet for all that, F 

could wiſh that I had an eafier Game tq 

play 3 and that I were put rather to Mode- 

tate my Joys,than my Sorrows. If I were 

an Imperial Prince, I had rather Take,than 

be Taken : And yet I would bear the fame 

Mind under the Chariot of my Conqueror 

that 1 had in my Own. It is no great mats 

ter to trample upon thoſe things that arg 

molt coveted, or fear*'d by the Conimon 

People, Thereare thoſe that will laugh 

upon the Wheel ; and caſt themſelves upon 

- aCertain Death, only upon a tranſport 

of Love, Perhaps, Anger, - Avarice, of 

- Revenge: How much 'more then upon 

an Inſtinft of Virtue; which is Invin- 

cible, and Steady ? If a ſhort Obſtinacy of 

Mind can do this; How. much more ſhalla 

Compos d, and a Deliberate Virtue ; whoſ 

Force is equal, and perpetral ? 

, FOſecureour ſelves i this World; firk 

« The ef, We mult aun at * nothing | that Men count 

we have to wOrth the wrangling for 2 Secondly, -we 
do with maſt not value the Poſſtflion of any thin 

th 709, Fhicheven a Common Thief would think 

1 wertiethe tjraling; ' A Man's Body oy = 

I | 
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. Let the way be never ſo dangerous 
for Robberies, the Poor, and the Naked 
paſs quietly. Aplain-dealing {ſincerity of 


Manners makes a Mans life Happy, even in 


deſpite of Scorn; and Contempr ;. which is 
every Clear Man's Fate. Bnt'we td better 
yet be Contemn'd for Simplicity, than lye 
perperually upon the Torture of # Cups 
rerfeit. But then a Care muſt'be taken not 
ro'confound Simplicity with Negligence ;' 
And it is moreoyer, an Uneaſy Life, that of 
diſguiſe. For a Man to ſeem to be what he: 
is-x6t ;; to keep a perpetual Guard upon 
timſelf, —— live in fear of Abovery 7 
He takes every: Man that looks 1 him 
for a Spy ; over and above the trouble of 
being'put to play another Man'Spart, It is' 
a'good Remedy in ſome Caſes for a Man to- 


apply himſelf to Civil Affairs, and Publick 


Buſineſs; and yet in this State of Life ton, 
what betwixe Amabition,and Calumny ; it is 
tardly ſafe to be' Honeſt. There are in- 
deed ſome Caſes wherein a Wiſe Man will 


give way: but let him not yield over-eafily 


neither : If he Marches off, let him have a 


caxe of his Horiour 3 and make his Retreat. 
withhis Sword in his hand, and his Face to 
the Enemy, Of all others a Studious Life 
is the leaſt tireſome ; it makes us eaſy to our 
ſelves, and to others, and gains: us both 
Friends, and Repuration. 
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CHAP. X. 


e that ſets up his Reſt upon Conttngenctes 
or never beat Quiet. 


EVER pronounce any Man Happy that 
N depends upon Fortune for his Happi- 
; neſs; for nothing can be more prepoſtewons 
; than to place | the Good of a Reaſonable 
Creature in Unreafonable Things. If ] have 
loſt any thipg, it was Adyentjtiops 3 and, 
the leſs Mony,.the leſs Trouble ; the leſs 
Favour, the leſs Envy : Nay, even in thoſe 
Caſes that put-:us out of our Wits, it is not 
the loſs it ſelf, but the Opinion of the 
ſs that troubles us. It is a Common 
Nita to 3ccompr thoſe things Neceſlary 
t are ſuperfluous; and to depend upon 
Fortune for the : Felicity: of Life, which 
ariſes only, from Virtue; There is no truſt- 
ing to. her ſmiles : . the Sea Swells, and Ra- 
ges in a mament.; and.the Ships are ſwal- 
low*'d up at Night, in the very place where 
yo ſported themſelves jn the Morning, 
Fortune has. the Same Power over 
Princes, that ut has over. Empires -, over 
Nations, that it has over Cities 3 'and the 
ſarae Poyer over Cities that-it has over Pri- 
vate Men. Where's that Eſtate that may 
not be follow*d upon the heel with Famine, 
and Beggery ? That Dignity, which the 
next Mement may nog be: Jaid in ad Do 
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| Chap. X. Ofa Huppf Lie. 197 
That Kingdom that is ſecure from Deſolatis 
on and Ruine ? The Period ofall things is at 
hagd, as well that which caſts out the For- 
tunate;as the other that delivers the Unhap= 
Py; and that which may fall out at any time; 
may fall out this very day. What ſhall come 
to paſs I know not, but what may come to 
paſs I know : So that Ple deſpair of No- 
thing; but expe& every thing; and what- 
ſoever Providence remits is clear Gains 
Every moment; if it ſpares me, deceives 
| me: and yet in ſome ſort it does not des 
ceive me; for though I know that any thing 
may happen; yet I know likewiſe that 
every thing will not. Ple hope the beſt, and 
provide for the worſt. Methinks we ſhould 
not find ſo much fanlt with Fortune for 
her Inconſtancy, when we our ſelves ſuffer 
a Change every 'moment that we live 
only other Ghanges make more Noiſe, and 
this ſteals upon us like the ſhadow upon a 
Dial; every jot as Certainly, but more 
Inſenſibly. 

THE Burning of Lyons may ferve to 
ſhew * ns, that we are never ſafe; and to* An ls 
arm us againſt all ſurprizes. The Terror /*%* of . 
of it muſt needs be great, for the Calamity markings 
is almoſt without Example. If it had been Humane 
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done by the Soldiers : But to be wholly 75 of 
conſum'd, we have not heard of many 
Earthquakes ſo Pernicious : So many Rari- 
tles to be deſtroy'd in one Night ; and in 
08 O 3 the 
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thedepth of Peace to ſuffer 'an Outrage be- il 

ond theExtremiry of War, Who would be. 

jeve it ? But twelve hoors betwixt ſo fair a 
City and none at all : Ir was laid in Aſhes in 
tes time than it would require torell the 
Story. To ſtand unſhaken in fach a Calamity 
its hardly to be expected ;, arid our Wonder 
cannot but be equal to our Grief. Let this 
Accident” teach us to provide againſt all 
Poſlibilities, that fall within the Power of 
Fortune ; all External things are under her 
Dominion : One white ſhe calls oor hands ts 
her Afiiſtance : Another while ſhe con- 
tents her felf with her own Force, and 


- Leftroys us with Miſchiefs of which we 


cannor find the Author. No Time,Place, of 
Condition is excepted ; She makes our very 
Pleaſures painfull to us: ſhe makes War 
npon us in the depth of Peace, and turns 
the means of our ſecnrity into an occaſion 
of Fear : She turns a Friend into an Ene- 
my. and makesa Foe of a Companion : We 
ſuffer the Effects of War without any Adver- 
fary ; and rather then fail, our Felicity ſhall 
be the Cauſe of our Deſtruction. Leſt 
we ſhould either Forget, or Neglect her 
Power, every day produces ſomething Ex- 
traordinary. She perſecutes the moſt Tem- 
Perate with Sickneſs ; the ſtrongeſt Conſti- 
tntions with the Pthiſick ; ſhe brings the In- 
nocent to Puniſhment,& the moſt retir'd ſhe 
aſſaults with Tumults. Thoſe Glories that 
-have grown up with many Ages, with In- 
finite Labour, and Expence, and-under the 

| | EPs Favoug 
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. Of a Hep Zife,. 
Favor of many Auſpicious Providences; 
One day Statters; and brings to Nothing; 
He that profiounc'd a Day; nay an hover 
ſufficient for the deſtruction of the greateſt 
Empire, might have fallen to a Moment. 
It were fonie Comfort yet to the Frailty of 
Mankijid, arid of Humane Afairs, if things 
tniglit but decay as ſlowly as they riſe, but 
they Grow by degrees, and: they fall to 
ruine in an Inſtant: There?s no Felicity int 
any thing either Private or Publick : Men; 
Nations, and Cities have all their Fates, 
and Periods : Our very Entertainments are 
fot without Terror, and our Calimity riſes 
there where we leaſt expet it. Thoſe 
Kingdoms that ſtood the ſhock both of 
Foreign Wars, and Civil,cotne to deſtruci- 
on without the ſight of an Enemy. Nay, 
we are to dread our Peace and Felicity, 
more than violence; becauſe we ate there 
taken Unprovided ; unleſs in a State of 
Peace we do thE Duty of Men in War; and 
ſay to our ſelves, Whatſoever may be, Will 
be. 1 am to day, Safe, and Happy iri the 
Love of my Country ; I am to morrow; 
Baniſh'd : To day,in Pleaſnre,peace,healthz 
to morrow broken upon the Wheel, led in 
Triumph, and in the Agony of Sickneſs: 
Let us therefore prepare for a Shipwrack 
in the Port, and fora Tempeſt in a Calm. 
One Violence drives me from my Country; - 
another raviſhes that from me ; and- that 
very Place where a Man can kardly ffs 
4 O 4 this 
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this day for a Crowd, may be to Morrow 4 
Deſert. Wherefore, tet us ſet before our 
Eyes the whole Condition of Humane Na- 
ture z and conſider as well what ay hap- 
pen, as what commonly . Does, The way 
to make future delights Eaſy to ns in the 
Sufferance, is to make them familiar to us 
in the Contemplation. How many. Cities 
in Afia, Achaia, Afſyria, Macedonia, have 


| been ſwallow'd up by Earthquakes.! Nay, 


= That 


whole Countries are loſt,and large Provin- 
ces laid under Water ; but time brings all 
things to an end, for alt the Works of 
 Mortals are Mortal - - All Poſleſſions, and 
their Poſleſſors are Uncertain, & Periſhable; 
and, What Wonder is it to loſe any thing at 
any "time, when we muſt one day loſe all ? 

THAT which we * call our Own, is but 


which we Tent us ;, and what we have receiv*d Gratis 


call otur 
Orton, 1 is 
t ut lent us 


we muſt return without Complaint. That 
which Fortune gives us this hour, ſhe may 
take away the next; and he that truſts to 
her Favours, ſhall either find himſelf de- 
ceived, or if he be not, he will at teaſt be 
troubled becauſe he may be fo: There's 
no defence in Walls,. Fortifications, and 
Engines, againſt the Power of Fortune : we 
mult provide our ſelves Within, and when 
we are ſafe there, we are Invincible ; we 
may be Batter'd, but not Taken. She 


. throws her Gifts among us, and we Sweat 


and- Scuffle for them ; Never conſidering 
how few are the better for that which is 
ex 


Chap. X. Of a Hoppy Life. 

expected by all. Some are tranſported 
with what they Get; Others tormented for 
what they Miſs, and many times there's a 
Leg or an Arm broken in a Conteſt for a 
Counter. She gives us Honours, Riches, Fa- 
yours, only to take them away again ; either 
by Violence, or Treachery ; So that they 


frequently torn to the damage of the Re- 
ceiver. She throws out Baits for us, and: 


ſets Traps, as we do for Birds and Beaſts ; 
Her Bounties are Snares, and Lime-twigs to 
us; we think that we Take, but we are Ta- 
ken. If they had any thing in theni that 
wete ſubſtantial, they would ſome time or 
other fill, and quier us; but they ſerve on- 


ly to provoke our Appetite, without any }. 


thing more than Pomp, and Shew, to allay 
it. But the beſt of ir is, if a Man cannot 
mend his Fortune, he may yet mend his 
Manners, and pnt himſelf fo far out of her 
Reach, that whether ſhe gives or Takes, it 
ſhall be all one to us; for we are never the 
Greater for the One, nor the Leſs for the 
Other. We call this a Dark Room, or 
That a Light One, when ?tis in it ſelf nei- 
ther the One, nor the Other, but only as 
the Day and the Night renders it. And fo 
it is in Riches, Strength of Body, Beauty, 
Honour, Command : and likewiſe in Pain, 
Sickneſs, Baniſhment, Death; which are in 
themſelves Middle, and Indifferent things, 
and only Good, or Bad, as they are In- 
fivenc'd by Virtue. To Weep, Lament, and 
; Groan, 
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SENECH Chap.X: © 
road, is to renounce otir Duty ; and it is 
he ſamie weakneſs on the other tide to Ex« 
ylt,& Rejoice: I would rather Make my Fors 
tune,than Exped it; being neither depreſs'd 
with her Injurics, nor dazled with her Fa- 
vars- When Zenv was told that all his 
Goods were drown'd ; why then, ſays he, 
Furtune has a Mind to make me a Philoſopher. 
Sa great Matter for a Man to advance 
his Mind above her Threats, or Flatteries;, 
for he that has once gotten the better of 
her, Is fafe for ever. | 
___ It is ſome Comfort yet.to the Unfor- 


s Fortenttinate; that Great Men lie under * the 


Mee Laſh for Company 3 and that Death ſpares 


mor [tral 


& Palace, no more than the Cottage ; and 
t whoever is above Me, has a power alſo 
above him. - Do we not daily ſee Funerals 
without Trouble, Princes depos'd; Coun- 
tries-depopulated; Towns ſack'd ; without 
{o much as thinking how ſoon it may be 
our own Caſe ? Whereas, if we would but 
Prepare, and arti our ſelves againſt the 
Injquities of Fortune, we ſhould never be 
ſurpriz'd. When we ſee any Man Baniſf*d, 
Begger'd, Fortur'd, weare to accompt, 
that though the Miſchief fell upon another,, 
it was levelPd at is. What wonder is it, if 
of ſo many thouſands of dangers, that are 
conſtantly hovering about us, one comes to 
hit us atlaſt ? That which befalls any Man, 
may befall every Man © and then it breaks 
the force of a Preſent Calamity, to provide 
againſt 


Chap.X. Of a Hippy Zift. 
againſt-the Future. Whatſoever our Lot is, 
we muſt bear it ; as, ſuppoſe it be Contu« 
mely, Cruelty,Fire,Sword, Pains, Diſcaſes, 
or a Prey to wild Beaſts ; there's no ſtrug- 
ling,nor any Remedy but Moderation. *Tis 
to no purpoſe to bewail anyPart of our Life, 
when Life it ſelf is Miſerable throughoart 3 
and the whole Flux of it only a Courſe of 
tranſition from one misfortune to another. 
A Man may as well wonder, that. he ſhould 
be cold in Winter ; Sick at. Sea, or have 
his Bones clatter'd together in 4 W 

asat the Encounter of Hl Accidents, and 
Croſſes in the Paſlage of Humane Life : And 
it is in vain to run away from Fortune, as if 
there were any Hiding place wherein ſhe 
could not find us ; or to expect any Quiet 
from her, for ſhe makes life a perpetual State 
of War, without ſo much as any Reſpite or 
Truce. This we may conclude upon ; that 
her Empire is but Imaginary,and that who- 
Hever ſerves her, makes himſelf a voluntary 
Shve ; for the things that are often comemn'd 
by the Inconſiderate, and' always by the Wife, 
are in themſelves neither Good, nur Evil : As 
Pleaſure, and Pain; Proſperity, and Adver- 
fity 3 which can only operate upon our 
Outward Condition, without any proper, 
and Neceflary Effet upon the Mind. 
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CHAP. Xt. 
A Senſual Life is a miſerable Life. 


. 4 FEE Senſuality that we here treat of, 
| "+ Þ falls naturally under the Head of Luxu- 
ry; which extends to all the Exceſles of 


and, in ſhort, to whatſoever concerns the 
over-great* Care of the Carkaſs. Fm: 

. TO begin now with the Pleaſures of the 

« The Fx: * Palate ; ( which deal with us like efgyp- 

ceſſes of tian Thieves, that ſtrangle thoſe they em- 


fol P he Nomentanus and Apicius, that entertain'd 
» #82 their very Souls in the Kitchin ; they have 
rows, the Choiceſt Muſick for their Ears; the moſt 
diverting Spectacles' for their Eyes ; the 
Choiceſt variety of Meats, and Drinks for 

their Palates. What is all this, I fay, but 4 

| Merry Madneſs ? *Tis true, they have their 
Delights, bit not without Heavy, and 
Anxious Thoughts, even in their very En- 
joyments ;z beſide that, they are follow'd 
withRepentance, and theirFrolicks are little 

more than the Laughter of ſo many people 

out of their Wits. Their Felicities are full 

of Diſquiet, and neither Sincere,rnor well- 
Grounded : but they have need of one 
Pleaſure to ſupport another, and of new 

| Prayers 
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Gluttony, Luſt, Effeminacy of Manners ; 


Zuxury brace ) What ſhall we fay of the Luxury of 
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Prayers to forgive the Errors of: their:Fory: 
mer. Their Life muſt needs be wretched; 
that get with great Pains, what they keep- 
with greater. One Diverſion oyertakes an-: 
ther ; Hope excites Hope 3 Ambition be-' 
gets Ambition-; ſo that they only change the: 
Matter of their Miſeries, without ſeeking) 
any End of them, and ſhall neyer be yith=- 
out either Proſperous, or unhappy Cauſes 
of Diſquiet, What ifa body might havealli 
the Pleaſures in the World for the Asking; ?- 
Who would fo much Unman himſelf, as: by 
accepting of them, to deſert. his Soul; and” 
become 2 Perpetual ſlave to his Senfes ?: 
Thoſe Falſe; and: Miſerable Palates, that 
Judge of Meats by the Price, and Diffculty, 
not by the Healthfulneſs; or Taſte ; They: 
Vomit, that they may Eat, and they Eat- 
that they may fetch itup again. They croſs 
the Seas for Rarities, and when they have- 
ſwallow?d them, they will not ſo much as: 
give them time. to digeſt. Whereſoever: 
Nature has plac'd Men; ſhe has provided: 
them Aliment : but werather chuſe to Irri- 
tate Hunger by expence, then ta allay it at 
an Eater rate. What is it that we plow the- 
Seas for; or Arm our fclves againſt Men, 
and Beaſts? To what end do we Toy], and 
Labour, and pile Bags upon Bags ? We may 
eflarge-our Fortunes, but. we cannot our 
Badies-z- ſo: that - it - does but ſpill, and - 
run over, whatſoeyer- we -can take more 
then we can hold. Our Fore-fathers ( by 

"1 FEAR tne 


the force 'of whoſe Virtues we'are now 
fGipported in our Vices) liv'd every jot as 
well as we, when they provided; and drefsd 
their own Meat with their- own Hands ; 
lodg'd upon the-Ground, and. were not 
as yet come to the vanity 'of Gold and 
Gemms : when they ſwore by theiv Earthen 
Gods, and kept their- Oath, thongh they 
— Ir*t., Did notr'our Conſals: live more 
ppily when they :Cook?d their own Meat 
with thoſe Vidorious hands that had con- 
"4 ſo many Enemies, andwon fo many 
awrels? Did they not live more 'happi- 
ly, I fay, than our- Fpicize ? (rhat Corrup- 
ter of Youth, and-Plagueof the Age he liv'd 
in)-who after he had ſpent a prodigious For- 
tyne upon his'Belly, Poyſon'd himſelf for 
fear of Saving, when he had yet 250000 
Crowns in his Coffers:. Which may ſerve 
to ſhew us, that'it is the Mind; and not the 
Sum'that-makes any Man Rich: When 4p; 
cies with all this Treaſure countet himfelf 
in a State of Beggery ; and took Poyfon to 
avoid that Condition, which another would 
have 'Pray*d for. Bur, why do we call it 
Poyſon,which was the wholeſomeſtDraught 
ofhis Life ? His - daily Gluttony was Poy-- 
ſon'rather, both to himſelf and others. His 
Oftentation of it was intolerable; and o 
yas'the Infinite Pains he took to miſlead 
others by his Exaraple,. who went even faſt 
cnough 'of themſelves without driving. 
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IT is a ſhame for Man to; place. his * Bet? iSowy 


licity in thoſe Entertainmeats,.and: Appe+ 


ooo fps 


tites that are ſtronger in Brutes. ROE pineſe, © 
Beaſts eat with a Better Stomach ? Havy Beafts 
they not more fatisfaQtion in their Lufts 2 were Hap. 
And they have not only a. quicker Reliſh: afþier then 
their Pleaſures, but they enjoy them withoug ** 


either$candal,orRemorſ.If Senſuality were 
Happineſs, - Beaſts were happier than Meniz 
but Humane Felicity is lodgd.ja the Soul 
not inthe Fleſh, They that deliver theny4 
felres up to Luxury, are ſtill either tormen- 
red with too Little, or opprelſs'd with tor 
Much ; and equally miſerable, by belag 
Either deferted, or oyerwhelmed ; Fhey 
are like Men in a dangerons. Yea ; one while 
caſt adry upon a Rock, and another while 
ſwallowed up in a Whirlpool ;- and all this 
from the Miſtake of not diſtinguiſhing Gogd 
from Evil. The Huntſman that with much 
| Labour, and Hazard 'takes a' wild Beaſt; 
runs as great a Riſque afterwards in the 
Keeping of him ; for many times he tears 
out the Throat of his Mafter ; and ?tis the 
ſame thing with Inordinate Pleaſures ; The 
more in Number, and the greater they are, 
the more General and Abſolute a Slave is 
the Servant of them. Let the Common 
People pronounce him as happy as they - 
pleaſe, he pays his Liberty for his Delights, 
and ſells himſelf for what he buys. 
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"LET any Man take a View of * our 


Ritchins; ; the Number of our Cooks, and - 


. the variety of our Meats, Will he not won- 
Dye to ke ſo much proviſion made for one 
- Belly? We haveas Soy Diſeaſes as we have 


_ Cooks, or Meats; and the ſervice of the Ap- 


teis the ſtudy now in Vogue. To ſay no- 
&of our Trains of Lacquays; and our 
x. Fg: fCaterers,and Sewers. Good God! 
er one Belly ſhould employ ſo many 
/ How Nauſeous, and Fulſom>- are 


the ne, alone that follow theſe Exceſles ? 


Simple Meats are out of Faſhion ; and All 
are colleted into One ; fo that the Cook 
does the Office of the Stomack ; nay, and of 
the Teeth too, for the Meat looks as if it 
were chew'd before-hand ; Here's the Lux- 
ury of all Taſtes in one Diſh, and liker a 
Vomit than a Soup. From theſe Compound- 
ed Difhes, ariſe Compounded Diſeaſes, 
which require Compounded Medicines. It 
is the ſame thing with our Minds, that it is 
with our Tables; Simple Vices are Curable 
by:fimple Conaſels, buta General Diſſoluti- 
on of Manners is hardly overcome : We arg 
over-run with a Publick, as well as with 2 
Private Madneſs. The Phifcians of old un-. 


derſtood little more then the Virtue of ſome. 


Herbs to ſtop Blood, or heal a Wound : 
And their Firm and healthful bodies needed 


little niore, before they were corru prod b by 


Luxury and Pleaſure: 'And, when 
ro that once, their Buſineſs| was not to Lay 
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Y Hunger, but to provoke it, by a thouſand 'Y 
Inventions, and Sauces, That which .was 
Aliment to a Craving Stomach, is become 
'a Burthen to a full one: Ffomt hence come 
Paleneſs,trembling ; ant worſe Effeds from 
Crudities, than Famine: A Weakneſs in 
the Joynts, the Belly ſtretch'd, a Suffufion 
of 'Choler ; the Torpor of the Nerves ;:and 
a Palpitation of the Heart. To ſay nothing 
of Megrims, Torments of the Eyes, and 


Hunting;'our Food was Plain, and Simple z 
ky Diſhes mar | 
- IT is at! thing for a Man not to know 


the Market-Place. A Man's Tongue trips, 
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Pace... To ſay nothing of the Crudities and 
Diſeaſes that et upon this Diſkemper 
Conſider en {Nitin it has os 
How many, W. = Nations;:;:39d.'Strong 
itles, t $8 fa Inyiaeible:to At- 
aques an Sieges, has Drugkenaaſy- overs 


come? Is it not.q great Honouritogriak the 


Company Dead ?, A Magnificent; Yittve ta 
Swallow more Wine than the al 110d yet 
at laſt to be 01 e by.a'H ;3 What 
[5-20 we fiy of no Hence vert. tho 
$.of Day, and-N our Eyes 
fs only Sven ps. to .make.ſe of, in the 
Dark: Is it Day, ?;: "Tis tie $9.9 | 10Bed.. bs 
it Night f Ts. tiope to Riſe; mY — 
Morning, ? Let. xs g0:t0 Supper When other 


Peqple lic downs they rie xand lye2rill the. 


next.'N Vent to digeſt the Dekauche of the 
day before, ”Tisan, Ar yn rn 
to do as athey People Lyxpry 


. on, us by Degrees 5,Firlt, jt ſhaws:s fin, 
ol For re than Fri diuary Cape af our:Bodies; it 
IP: 


$ next ints the the Parnienren of qur Houſes; 


va nd it gets they .zuto ' Curio- 

W-7 TS gh fob -Hpofe a6 41, It 

' Ippears TTL: qe Papara ial, Exceſles 

of our. Tabl We cha ng6» and ſhuffle our 
Ne nag 
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rity; Nay, Meare od cute, that We _ 
be told when we. are to Eat,..er-Drink 
wo we ar Hungry, or Weary n_ ado 
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| cheriſh nc Vices as R_—_ & Angnments 


of our HappineG6. The moſt miſerable:of 
Mortals are they, that:/deliver. themſelves 
up to their Palates, or to.their Laſts : The 
Pleaſure is ſhort, and turns; proſently-Nau- 
ſeous, and the End of it; is either -Shartte, 

or' Repentance. It is a Brutal Entertains 
ment, and /Uaworthy of a; Man, / to place 
his Felicity; inthe Service of his Senſes.: AS 
to the Wrathful,the Contentfous,the Ambis 
tious, thoygh' the Diſtemper-be/great;7!the 
offence has yet ſomething;t1.it-thatis Man 
ly.: but, the Baſeſt of Praſtitutes ave thoſe; 

that Dedicate themſelveswholly /to- Luſtr5 
what with their'Hopes and: beers z Anxiety 


of Thought, and perpetnal-Dilquiets, the 
are _ well, full nor faſting: } + 


WHAT'a deal of Buſineſs: 1s ow: 4; ade : TheFal 


about our Houſes, & Diet; which wasat:firſt © 


both Obvious, & of little Expence ? Luxury of Lang 


led the way, and we haye: employ'd' our 
Wits in the Aid of our Vices;:Eirſt» wede= 
fr'd Superfluities ; out:; next” ſtep-was:ta 
Wickedneſfs, -and, in Concluſion, we deli 
rer?d up; our Minds to'our-Bodies, and fa 
hecame Slaves to our Appetites, which! be- 
fore, were our Servants, and are riow: be- 
come our Maſters, What wasitthat brought 
us to the. Extravagance: af Embroideries, 


Perfumes,  Tire-women, -&c.. Wepaſt:the 


baunds-pf Nature, and laſ'd: out into-Su;s 
perfluities 2 Inſomuch, that it is nowadays 
only for Beggars, and Clowns, to — 
paneineg with was is: Sufficient : Our 


P 3 Luxury, 


= 
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Luxury makes us Inſolent, and Mad. We 
take upon us like Princes, and fly out for 
every Trifle;as ifthere were Life, & Death 
in the Caſe.: What a Madneſs is it- for a 
Man to lay out an Eſtate upon a Table, or 
a Cabinet 3a -Patrimony upon a pair of 
Pendents, and to inflame the Price of Curio- 
fities, according: to the - hazard either of 
breaking, or lokng of them'? To: wear Gar- 
ments that will neither defend a'Womans 
Body. nor her Modeſty ; fo thip, tlit one 
would make a Conſcience of Swearing, ſhe 
were not Naked: For, ſhe hardly - ſhews 
more irthe; Privacies of her' Amour, than 
in'Publick *'How long ſhall we Covet, and 
Oppreſs5enldarge'our Poſſeſſions z, and ac- 
compt That roo little for one Man, which 


was formerly enough for aNation ? And our 


Luxury: is as: Infitiable as - our Avarice: 


Where's thatLake, that Sea, that Foreſt, 
that Spot offL.and;' that is not ranfack'd to 
eratify our-Balate ? The very Earth is Bur- 
then'd-with ovr Buildings, not a River, nor 
a 'Mountain' capes us. Oh that there ſhould 
be- ſuch boundleſs deſires in our little Bo- 
dies!: Would not'fewer Lodings ſerve us? 
We lye but-in One, and where we are not, 
Thats not 'properly Ours. What with our 
Hooks, Snares, Nets, Dogs, Fc. we are at 
War with. all Living Creatures ; . and no- 
thidg comevamibs,. but that which is either 
te Mheap, or too:Common 3 and all this 1s 
to--gratify: a-Phantaſtical Palate. Our Ava- 
rice,our Ambitidn;our Luſts are Infatiable; 
AR | | We 
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JP” Ehap: XII. - Of a Hey Life. 
weenlarge our Poſſeſſions ; ſwell our Fami- 
lies; we rifle Sea, and Land, for matter of 
Ornament and Luxury. A Bull contents 
himſelf with one Meadow ; and one Foreſt is 
enough for a Thouſand Elephants; but the 
Little Body of a Man devours more than 
all other living Creatures. We do not Eat 
to ſatisfy Hunger, but Ambition ; we are 


& my enddad as 
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Dead while we are Alive; and our Houſes 
are ſo muck our Tombs, that a Man might 
write our Epitaphs upon our very Doors. 

A * Voluptuous Perſon, in Fine, can nei- 
ther bea Good Man, a Good Patriot, nor a 
Good Friend ; for he is tranſported with 
his — without conſidering, that the 
Lot of Man is the Law of Nature. A Good 
Man ( like a Good Soldier ) will ſtand his 
Ground, receive Wounds, Glory in his 
Scars, and in Death it ſelf,, Love his Maſter 


. for whom he Falls; with that Divine Pre- 


cept always in his Mind, Follow God. Where- 


as he that complains, laments, and groans, 


mult yield nevertheleſs, and do his Duty, 
though in ſpite of his Heart. Now, what 
a Madneſs is it, for a Man to chuſe rather 
to be ligg*d, than to follow ; and vainly to 
contend with theCalamities of HumaneLife? 
Whatſoever 1s laid upon ns by Neceſlity, 
we ſhould receive Generouſly ; For it 1s 
Fooliſh to ſtrive with what we cannot avoid. 
We are born Subjects, and to obey God is 
Perfe& Liberty. He that does This, ſhall 
be Free, Safe, and Quiet : all his Actions 
ſhall ſacced to his Wiſh : and, What can 
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cannot be 
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4 : ahy Man defire more, than to want nothing }| 

| from without, and to have all things deſfi- 

'rable within himſelf? Pleaſures do but 

weaken our Minds, and ſend us for our ſup- 

port to Fortune, who gives us Money only 

as the Wages of Slavery. We muſt ſtop 

our Eyes, and our Ears. Ulyſſes had but 

- one Rock to Fear, but Humane Life has 

many. Every City, nay, every Man is one, 

and there's no truſting even to our neareſt 

' Friends. Deliver me from the. Superſti- 

-- tion of taking thoſe things which are 
Light, and Vain, for Felicities. 
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Avarice: and Ambition are Inſatiable; and ; 
\Reftleg, | 

T HE Man that would. be truly Rich, 
'& muſt not encreaſe his Fortune, but 
retrench his Appetites: For Riches are not 
only Superfluous; but mEin, and little.more 
to the Poſſeſſor, - than to the Looker on. 
What is the end of Ambition, and Ava- 
rice ! when, at beſt, we are but Stewards 
of what we falfly call our Own ? All thoſe 
things that we packs with ſo much hazard; 
and expence of Blood; as well to Keep, as 


_ toGet;; for which we break Faith,& Friend- 


ſhip; What are they, but'the meer De- 
poſira of Fortune ? And not ours, but al- 
ready enclining toward a new Maſter. There 
is nothing our own, but that which we give 
to our ſelves ; and of which we have a Cer- 
tain, and an Inexpugnable Poſſeſſion. Ava- 
rice is fo Inſatiable, that it is not in the 
Power of Liberality to Content it : And 
our Deſires are ſo Boundleſs, that ' what- 
ever we get, .is but in the way to getting 
more without end : And ſo long as. ws are 
follicitons for the eficreaſe of Wealth, . we 
loſe the frue Uſe of it ; and ſpend; our: time 
im Putting out, Calling in, and paſſing our 
Accompts, without any Subſtantial Benefit, 
Either to WG, or to our Selyes. What 
tore P 4 50 


is the Difference betwixtOld Men and Ch- 


dren? The one cries for Nuts and Apptes, . 


and the other. for Gold and Silver. The 
one ſets up Courts of Juſtice; Hears, and 
Determanes ; Acquits, and. Condemns in 
Feaſt ; the other in Earnelt ; 'the*one makes 
Houſes of Clay, the other of Marble : So 
that, the. works of .Old Men are. nothing in 
the World but the Progreſs, and Emprove- 
ment of Childrens Errors : and they are to 
be &dmoniſh*d,and Puniſh'd'too like Chil- 
dren; not in Revenge for Injuries Receiv'd, 


bat as a CorrefQtion for Injuries Done, and 


to make them. give over. ' There is ſome 
ſubſtance yet in Gold and Silver ; but, as to 
Judgments, and Statiites, Procuration, and 
Continuance-Money, theſe are only the Vi- 
ſions, and Dreams of- Avarice. Throw a 
Cruſt of Fread fo 1 Dog, he takes it open- 
mouth'd, ſwallows it whole, and preſently 
gapes for more: Juft ſo do we with the 
Gifts of Fortune ; down they go without 
Chewing; and we are immediately ready 
for another Chop. But, what has Ava- 
rice now to do with Gold, and Silver, that 
is ſo mnch ont-done by Curioſities of a far 
greater value ? Let us no longer Complain, 
that there was not a heavier Load laid up- 
on thoſe precious Metals ; or that they were 
not bury*ddeepenough;wheh we have found 
out ways by Wax and Parchments ; and by 
Bloady Uſurious ContraQts, to undo one 
another. It- is remarkable, - that Provi- 
dence has given us all - things for our Ad- 

| vantage 
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THERE is no Avarice without ſome Þ * «Avarice 


puniſhment, over and above that which it is puniſhes, 


to it ſelf. How Miſerable is it in the de- 


1: ſelf. 


fire? How Miſerable even in the Attain-! 


ing of our Ends ? For Money is a greater 
Torment in the Poſſeſſion, - than it is in the 
purſuit. The Fear of Loſing it is a Great 
trouble, the loſs of it a Greater, and 
it is made a Greater yet by Opinion, Nay, 
even in the Caſe of nodire& Loſs at all, the 
Covetous Man loſes what he does not get. 
*Tis true, the People call the Rich Man a 
Happy Man, and with themſelves in his 
Condition; but, can any Condition be worſe 
than That, which carries Vexation, and 
Envy along with it ? Neither is any Man to 
boaſt of his Fortune, his Herds of Cattle 
his Number of Slaves ; his Lands and Pala- 
ces; for,. comparing that which he has, to 
that which he farther Covets, he is a Beggar. 
No Man can poſſeſs all things, but any Man 
may Conntemn them, and the Contempt of 
Riches is the neareſt way to the gaining of 
them. 


SOME Magiltrates are made for * Mo- * Money 
ney, and Thoſe commonly are brib'd with docs all. 


Money. We are all turn'd Merchants, and 
look not into the Quality of things, but in- 


' to the Price of them; for Reward we are 


Pious, and for Reward again we are Im- 
Ker pious. 


« Avarice NEITHER does Avarice make us * _ | 
oO 


$EZN £C'A Chap:XIT: 
Pions. We are Honeſt, ſo long as we nity 
Thrive upon it ; but if the Devil himfelf 
give better Wages, we change our Party. 
Our Paretits have train'd us up into an Ad- 
miration of Gold, and Silver, and the Love 
'of it is grown up with us to that Degree, 
that when we would ſhew onr Gratittde to 
Heaven, we make Preſents of thoſe Metals: 
Fhis Is it that makes Poverty look like a 
Coarſe, and a Reproche;; and the Poets hel 
it forward ; The Chariot of the Sun mnſt - 
be all of Gold ; the Beſt of Times mnſt be'& 
the Golden Ape, and thus they turn' f 
greateſt Mifery of Mankind into the grea 
teſt Bleſſing. on 


Unhappy in our ſelves, but Malevolent al 


I-nater 9, Mankind. The Soldier wiſhes for War 3 


| Gale the Husbandman would have his Corn dear; 


the Lawyer prays for Diſſention ; the Phy- 
ſitian for a fickly year ; He that deals-in Cu- 
rioſities, for Luxury,and Exceſs ; makes up 
his Fortunes out of the Corruptions of the 
Age; High Winds, and Publick Coriflagra- 
tions make work for the Carpenter, and 
Bricklayer ; and one Man lives by the loſs 
of another ; ſome few perhaps have the 
\ Fortune to be detected, but they are all 
Wicked alike. A great Plague makes work 
for the Sexton, and, in one word, whoſo- 
ever gains by the Dead, has not much kind» 
neſs for the Living. Demades of Athens 
Condemn'd a Fellow that ſold Neceſfaries 
for Fonerals, upon Proof, that he pn 
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make himſelfa'Fortine by his Trade,which 
could not be but by a great Mortality. But 
perhaps he did not ſo much deſire to have 
mmny Cuſtomers, as to ſell dear, and Buy 
Cheap; beſides, that all of That Trade 
might have been Condemn'd as well as he. 
Whatſvever whets our Appetites, Flatters 
and depreſſes the Mind, and by dilating it 


weakens it ; firſt blowing it up, and then 


filting, and deluding it: with Vanity. 
TO proceed now from the moſt Proſtitute 


++ of all Vices, * Senſuality,and Avarice, to that a The 
hich paſſes in the World for the moſt Ge- Cues - 4nd 

MRerous, the Thirſt of Glory and Dominion ; Grimes 

” I they that ran Mad after Wealth, and 


Honour, could but look into the hearts of 
them that have already gain'd theſe Points ; 
How would it ſtartle them to ſee thoſe hide- 
ous Cares,and Crimes,that wait upon Ambi- 
tious Greatneſs ; All thoſe Acquititions that 
dazle the Eyes of the Vulgar, are but 
Falſe Pleaſures, Slippery, and Uncertain. 
They are Atchiev'd with Labour, and the 
very Guard of them is Painful. Ambition 
puffs us up with Vanity, and Wind ; and 
we are equally troubled, either to ſee any 
Body before us, or no body behind us x 
fo that we lie under a double Envy ; for 
whoſoever Envies another, is alſo En- 
vy'd himſelf. What matters it how far 
Hlexander extended his Conqueſts, if he was 
not yet ſatisfied with what he had ? Every 
Man' wants as much as he Covets ; and, *tis 
to; labour t0' pour into a Veſſel that will 

never 
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that attend 
Ambition. 


SENECA Chap;XI; 
never be full. He that had ſubdu'd ſo many 
Princes, and Nations, upon the killing. of 
Clyrus ( one Friend ) and the Loſs of - Ephe- 
ftion, (another) deliver*d himſelf up to An- 
ger and Sadneſs: and when he was Maſter of 
the World, he was yet a Slave to his Paſli- 
ons. Look into Cyrus, Cambyſes, and the 
whole Perſian Line, and you ſhall not find 
ſo much as one Man of them that dy*'d fa- 
tisfied with what he had gotten. Ambiti- 
on aſpires from Great things to Greater ; 
and propounds matters even Impoſlible, 
when it has once arriv*'d at things beyond 
Expecation. It is a kind of Dropſie ; the 
more a Man drinks, the more he Covets. 
Let any Man but obſerve the Tumults, and 
the Crouds that attend Palaces; what Af- 
- fronts muſt we endure to be admitted ; and 
how much greater when we are in ? The 
Paſſage to Virtue is Fair, but the way to 
Greatneſs is Craggy, and it ſtands not only 
upon a Precipice, but upon Ice too ; and yet 
it is a hard matter to convince a Great Man 
that his Station is ſlippery,or toPrevail with 
him not to depend upon his'Greatneſs. But 
all Superfluities are Hurtful; a Rank Crop 
lays the Corn ; too great a Burthen of Fruit 
breaks the Bough ; and our Minds may be as 
well over-charged with an Immoderate 
Happineſs. Nay,though we our ſelves would 
be at Reſt, our Fortune will not ſuffer it : 
The way that leads to Honour, and Riches, 
leads to Tronbles; and we find the Cauſes 


of our Sorrows ig the very Objetts of our 
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"Chap. XIT. | Of a Happy Life. 


Delights. What Joy is there in Feaſting, 
and Luxury ; in Ambition, and a Croud of 
Clients ; In the Arms: of a Miſtreſs, or in 
the Vanity of an Unprofitable Knowledge ? 
Theſe ſhort and Falſe Pleaſures deceive us, 
and, like Drunkenneſs, Revenge the Jolly 
Madneſs of one' hour, with the Naufeous; 
and ad Repentahce of Many. Ambition 
is like a c—_ every thing is ſwallow*d 
up in it, and bury*d ; beſide the dangerous 
conſequences of it: For, that which' One 
has takenfrom All, may be caſily taken away 
again from All, by One. It was not either 
Virtue, or Reaſon, but the Mad Love of a 
deceitful Greatneſs that animated Poripey in 
his Wars.,cither Abroad, or at Home: What 
was it but his Ambition that hurry*d him to 
Spain, Africa, and elſewhere, when he was 
too great already, in every bodies Opini- 
on but his Own ? And the ſame Motive had 
Julius Ceſar, who could not, even then, 
brook a Superiour Himſelf, when the Com- 
mon-wealth had ſubmitted unto two alrea- 
dy. Nor was it any inſtin& of Virtue, 
that pufh'd on Marizs, who, in the Head of 
an Army, was himſelf yet led on under the 
Command of Ambition : but, he came at laſt 
to the deſerved Fate of other Wicked men, 
and to drink himſelf of the ſame Cup that 
he had filled to others. We Impoſe- upon 
our Reaſon, when we ſuffer our ſelves to be 
tranſported with Titles ; for, we /know, 
that they are nothing but a more'Glorious 
Sound : and ſo for Qraaments,and Gildings, 
though 


S'E N E:C'4 Chap; XIh 
though there may be a Luſtre to Dazle: our 
Eyes, our Underftandingtells vs yet, that;it 
only. Onthide, and that the Matter undep 
| It is only: Courſe and Common. 

- a Afiſers- _ I will never Envy * thok that the People 
4 ” ble re call Great and Happy. '& Sound ming, is 
ſe Peo- not tobe ſhaken with a Popular, and Vain 
_ _ Applauſe: .nor is it in the;:Power of their 
#&coun; Pride to diſturb the State of our Happineſs. 
Gree: and An Honeſt man 1s known now adays by the 
Hoppy» Duſt he raifes upon the way and, *tis, be- 
come-a;Peint of Honor to over-run People, 
and keep all ata diſtance ; though he that: 
is put-out.|af: the way, | may perchance- be 
Happier than he that:takes it. He that 
would exerciſe a Power;Profitable to him- 
_ lf, and'Grievous to-no body elle, let him 
practiſe ;it' npon his Paſſions. They that 
have Burnt Cities, otherwiſe Invincible,dri- 
ven Armies before them, and bath'd them- 
{elves in Humane Bload;after that they.have 
overcome all:open Enemies, they have been 
vanquiflyd by:their Luſt, by: their Cruelty, 
and withoutany Reſiſtance. AMexander was 
poſlefs?d with the madneR 'of laying King: 
doms waſte.> He begany wath Greece, where 
be was:brought. up ; and there he quarry*d 
bimfefnpon.that in it which was Beſt ; He 
Enſlav'd Lacedemor, arid: Silenc'd Athens : - 
Nor was he content withithe Deſtruftion of 
thoſe Towns, which his: Father Philin had 
either Conquer*d, or Bought ; but he made 
himfelf theEnemy of Humane Nature; and, 
like thi worſt of Beaſts; /he worry'd what 
. he 


he could nat cat. - Felicity- is-an 
thing ; it torments it ff, ; puzzles the 


Brain. It makes- ſome -Pe Ambitious, . 


others. Luxurious, ; It putts up ſome, and 
ſoftens others ; only Cas *tis with Wine ) 
fome Heads bear it better than others; But 
it diſſolves all. Greatneſs ſtands, YP9 Pon .2 
Precipice and if Proſperity carries a Man 
never {0 little heyond his Poy2Ze, over= 
bears and daſhes'him to pieces. *Tisa A Fic 
thing for a Man in #'\great Fortune 


down his Hap ich gen ently ; "It i Fein, 
Common. Fate bot 4 Fa nk 

Weight of thoſe Felicities ink q | bi. 
How many of the Nobjtity did Z#fafiics ; 
down toHerdfinen,and other mean Offices * 
Nay, in the very-Mpment of our deſpiſing 
Servants, we may, be made {9 opr- Klves. 
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"CHAP. XIL 


| " and Fear, are the Bane of Humane 
ife. 


O. Man can be ſaid to be perfedly 

Happy, that runs the Riſque of Diſ- 
appointment ; which .is the Caſe of every 
Man that Fears, or Hepes for any thing. For 
Hope and Fear, how giftant ſoever they may 
Teem to he the one from the other, they are 
both of them yet coupled in the ſame Chain, 
as the Guaxd: and the. Priſoner ; and. the 
one treads upon the Heel of the other. The | 
Reaſon of this is Obvious, for they are Paſ- | 
fions that look forward, and are ever ſolli- | 
citous for the Future ; only Hope is the more 
Plauſible Weakneſs of the Two ; which in 
truth, upon the Main, are Inſeparable, for 
the one cannot be without the other ; but 
where the Hope is ſtronger than the Fear, 
or the Fear than the Hope, -we call it-the 
one, or the other : For, without Fear, it 
were no longer Hope, but Certainty ; as with- 
out #ope, it were no longer Fear, but De- 

| ſpair. We may come to underſtand, whe- 
ther our,Diſquiets are vain, or no, if we 
do but Conſider.that weare either troubled - 
about the Preſent, the Fytyre, or Both. If 
the Preſent, *tis eaſie to Judge, and the 
Future is Uncertain. *Tis a Fooliſh thing 
to be Miſerable before-hand, for fear of 
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| Miſery tocome, for a Man loſes the Pre- 
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fent which he might enjoy, in expectation 
of the Future 4 Nay, the Fear of loling any 
thing is as bad as the loſs it ſelf. I will 
be as Prudent as I can, but not Timorous, 
or Careleſs: And I will bethink my ſelf,and 
forecaſt whatInconvenicencies may happen; 
before they come. ?Tis true, a Man may 
Fear, and yet not be fearfnl ; which is no 
more, {than to. have the Aﬀection of Fear, 
without the Vice of it ; but yeta frequent 
Admittance of it runs i#to a Habit. It is a 
Shameful, & an unmanly thing to be Doubt- 
ful, Timorous, and Uncertain; to ſet one 
ſtep forward, and another backward 5; and 

to be Irreſolute. Can there be any Man fo 

Fearful, that had not rather fall once, than 

hang always in ſuſpence ? 


. OUR « Miſeries are Endleſs, if we ſtand wn a 
in Fear,of all Poſlibilities 5 the beſt way in ay wag 
ſucha Caſe is, to drive out one Nail with a- we fear 


. nother, and a little to Qualify Fear with -——_ 


ope 3 which may ſerve to Palliate a Mis- 

rtune, though not to Cure it. There is not 
any thing that we Fear, which is fo certain 
to come, as it 1s certain that many things 
which we do Fear will not come : but, we 
are loth to oppoſe our Credulity when it 
begins to move us,and ſo to bring our Fear 


to the Teſt. Well! but, What if che Thing - 


ve Fear ſhould come to paſs ? perhaps it will 
be the better for us. Suppoſe it to be Death 
tHelf ; Why may it not prove the Glory of 
I Q my 
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my Life? Did not Poyſan-make Socrates Fa5 
mous? And, was not Caro's Sword a great 


tune to befall us! We are not preſently ſure 
that it will Happen. How many'deliveran- 
ces have come Unlook'd for ? : And; How 
many Miſchiefs that we look for, have never 
come to paſs ? ?Dis time enough to lament, 
when it comes, and in the interim, to pros 
miſe our ſelves the Beſt. What do I know 
but ſomething or other may delay or di- 
yert it ? Somethave ſcap'd out of the Fire; 
Others, when a Houſe has fallen over their 
head, have receiv?*d no Hurt ; One Man has 
been fav*d when a Sword was at his Throat; 
another has been Condemn'd, and out-liv?d 
his Heads-man : So that Il Fortune, we ſee, 
as well as Good, has her Levaties: Parad- 
venture it will be, Peradventure nat ; and 
| till it comes to Paſs, we are. not ſure of it: 
I . Wedo many times take Words in a ' worſe 
ſenſe then they were intended, and imas 


are. ?*Tis time enough toibear a Misfor- 

tune when it comes, withaut Anticipa- 

ting it. © et It; | 

HE that would deliver himſelf from all 

« Prepare Apprehenſions of the * Future, Jethim firſt 
for the take for Granted,;that all his Fears will fall 
Mir. apon him ; and then Examine, and Meaſure 
the Evil that he fears, which he will find 

to be neither Great, nar Long. Beſide, 

that the Ills yehuch he fears he _ — 
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part of his Honour ? Do we fear any Misfors - 


gine things to be worſe taken than they | 
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| time. Why fhould I torment my ſelf at 3 
' preſent, with what perhaps may fall out +; 
. Fifty yexr hence? This Humor is a kind of : 1 
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uſhal Odor rouzes them. 


>. XI. Of a Fojy Ee. 


FRIES in the yery Fear of them. As in the 
{ymptomes of an Approching Diſeafe ; a 
Man fhall find himſelf Lazy and Liſtleſs ; 

Wearineſs in his Limbs,with a Yawning and 
Shuddering all over him: $0 is it in the 
Caſe of a Weak mind, It Phanſies Misfor- 
tunes, .and makes a Man wretched before his 


w*y 


Voluntary Diſeaſe, and an Induſtrious Con- 
trivance of our own unhappineſs, to com- 
plain of an Affliction that we do not Feel. 
Some are not only mov*d with Grief it ſelf; 
but with the meer Opinion of it ; as Chil- x 
&ren will ftart at a Shadow, or at the Sight 
of a Deformed Perſon. If we ſtand in fear 
of Violence from a Powerful Enemy, it is 
fome Comfort to us, that whoſoever makes 
himſelf terrible to Others, 1s not without 
Fear Himfelf : The leaſt Noife makes & 
Lyon ſtart ; and the Fizrceſt of Beaſts, 
whatfhever enrages them, makes then! 
tremble. too: A Shadow, a Voice; an Un- - 


THE things moft to be feard, I take to 
be of three Kinds. * Warr, Sicknef,, and « The 
thoſe Yiolences that may be impos'd upon us # gf L. 
by a Strong Hand. The Laſt of theſe has wt v1, 
the greateſt Force, becauſe it comes atten- Wane, . 

with Noife, and Tumult : Whereas the Sicko 

Incommodities of 'Poverty, and Dj eafe LOws the V3- 
be more Natura],  and-{teg! upon fg, NY 

knce, without any External Greunſfnce Power. 
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of Horror : but,the Other marches in Pomp, 
with Fire, and Sword, Gibbets, Racks, 
Hooks : Wild Beaſts to devour us; Stakes 
to Empale us; Engines to Tear us to pie- 


ces 3 Pitch*d Bags to burn us in, anda thou- - 


ſand other Exquilite Inventionsof Cruelty. 
No wonder then if that be moſt Dreadful to 
us, that preſents it ſelf in ſo many Uncouth 
ſhapes ; and by the very Solemnity is ren- 


. der*d the moſt Formidable. The more In- 


ſtruments of Bodily pain the Executioner 
ſhews us, the more Frightful he makes him- 
ſelf; For, many a Man that would have en- 
countred Death in any Generous form, with 
Reſolution enough, is yet overcome with 


the Manner of it. As for the Calamities of 


Hunger,and Thirſt, Inward Ulcers, Scorch- 
ing Fevers, Tormenting Fits of the Stone, 
] look upon theſe Miſeries to be at leaſt as 
Grievous as any of the reſt : Only they do 
not ſo much afte& the Phancy, becauſe they 
Lye out of Sight. Some People talk High of 
Dangers ata Diſtance; but ( like Cowards) 
when the Executioner comes to. do his Du- 
ty,& ſhews us the Fire,the Axe, the Scaffold, 
and Death at Hand, their Courage fails them 
upon the very Pinch, when they have moſt 
need of it. Sickneſs (I hope)Captivity.,Fire, 
are no new things to us; the Falls of Hou- 
ſes, Funerals, and Conflagrations, are every. 
day before our Eyes. The Man that I Supp'd 
with laſt Night, is Dead before Morning 3 
Why ſhould 1 wonder then, ſeeing ſo many 
fall about me,to be hit at laſt my Self 7 What 
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Chap. XIV. Of a Heppy Life. 
can be a Greater:madneſs, then to cry out. 
Who would have dream dof This ?; And why 


- not I beſeech you? Where is that Eſtate tha 


may not be reduc?d to Beggary ? That Dig- 


nity which may not be follow'd withBaniſh- 


ment, Diſpgrace, and Extreme Contempt ? 
That Kingdom:that may not ſuddenly fall 
to ruine 3 change.its Maſter, and be Depo- 
pulated ? That Prince that may not paſs the 
Hand of a Common Hangman ? That whick 
is one Man's Fortune may be anothers ; but, 
the Foreſight of Calamities to come, breaks 
the Violence of them. | 


” * W ————— 


CH AP. XIV. 


tes according to the True, or Falſe Eftimate 
.. of Things, that we are Happy or Miſe- 


by rable, 


CIC many-<thing are there that the 
&A & : Phancy makes Terrible by Night , 
which theDay turns into Ridiculous ? What 
is therein Labour, or in Death, that a Man 
ſhould be afraid of ? They are much lighter 
in At;then in Contemplation ; and, we May 
contemn them, but weWz# not: So that it 
Is not becauſe they are Hard, that we dread 
them ; but they are Hard, becauſe we are 
Hirſt afraid of them. Pains, and other Via- 
Jences of Fortune,are the ſame thing to Us, 
that Goblins are to Children : We are more 
var'd with the, than Hurt, We take up 
2 Q 3 ONF 
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any ; ſtill Jadging That to be Beſt, that Has 
Lon 'Competi iT We nidKke 4 Falſe Cal- 
ciation bf Matters, becanfe weadvik with 
Opitiion, 4hd not with Nature; And this 
miflexds Us t0 a higher efteern for Riches, 
Honour, afd/Power, than they are worth : 
We have been ngd to Admire, and Recom- 
mend them, and a Private: Error is quickly 
ford into a- Poblick. The Greatef: and 
the Smalleft things are equally Hard to be 
comprehended ; we acconnt' many things 
Great, for want of underſtanding what et= 
fecually is ſo : And we reckon other things 
to be Small, which we find frequently to be 
of the higheſt Value. Vain things only 
move Vain Minds; The Accidents that we 
fo much boggleat.,are not Tetribk iti ther- 
felves, but they are made ſo-by-aur Infirmi- 
ties, and we conſult rather what we Hear, 
than what we Feel, without Examining,Op- 
poling, or Diſcuſſing the things we fear ; © 
that we either ſtand ſtill and Fremble, or 
elſe diretly Rim for't ; 'as thofe Troops 
aid, that upoii theraiſing of the Diſt, took 
2 Flock of 'Sheep' for the” Enetfiy.* When 
the Body and Mind are Corrupted, *tis 16 
Wonder if-aWthings prove Intolerable ; and 
fot becauſe they are fo jn Truth, but be- 
eanfe we are Diflblate, and Fooliſh : For; 
were Infatyated to ſuch # Degree, that be- 
vige the Common Madneſy of Men,& thit 
which falls vndee the Care of the Phygerrn, 
qhers is dur thisDifferdtites I— 
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” Chap. XIV. Of a Heppy Zife. 


6f # Diſeaſe, and the other” of a- Falſe 
Optnion. | ok 

THE Sroicks hold, That all thoſe Tor- 
ments that commonly draw from us Grones, 
and Ejaculations, are in themſelves Trivial, 
and 'Contemptible. But theſe High-flowir 


| ps ee (how true ſoever) Let us- 
ifcourfe thePoint at the * rate of Ordinary'« x 
Men, and not make our felves miſerable be- Man make 


25r 


Let every 


fore our time; for, the things we apprehend #be be/t of 
to be at hand, may poſlibly never come-to bis Lge 


paſs. Some things trouble us more than! 
they ſhould, Other things Sooner ; and ſome 
things again diforder us, that ought not to 
Wouble us at: So that weeither Enlarge, 


' or Create,or Anticipate our Diſquiets. For 


the Firſt part, let it reſt as a matter in Con- 
troverfy, for that which I accompt Light, 
Aftother 7pm Judge Inſupportable;z 
One Man L#vghs under the Laſh, and ano- 
ther Whines for a Phillip. How ſad a Cala- 
mity is Poverty to one Man; which to Ano- 
ther aþpears* rather Deſirable than Incon- 
veniient ? For-the Poor Man who has nothing 
to Loſe, has nothing to Fear : And he that 
would enjoy -himfelf to the Satisfaction 


_ of his: Soil, miſt be either poor Indeed, 


or at leaſt Took as if he were ſo. Some 
people are extremely dejeced with Sick- 
nefs, and Paint : whereas Epicarus bleſs'd his 
Fate with his laſt Breath m the Acuteſt Tor- 
ments of the Stone Imaginable. And {> for 
Banifhment, which to: One Man is ſo Grie- 
yots, and yet-to Another is no more thank 


. Our very 
Prayers 
many , 
88mes are 
Curſes. 


SEN#C 4 ChapXIV. F 
bare Change of Place : A thing that we do 
every day for our Health, Pleaſure nay, 
and upon the Account even 'of- Common 
Buſineſs. How Terrible is Death to One 
Man, which to another Appears the greateſt. 
Providence in Nature ; even toward all. 
Ages, and Conditions ? It is the Wiſh. of 
Some; the Relief of Many, and the Egd of 
All. It ſets the Slave at Liberty, carries the 
Baniſh'd Man Home, and places all Mortals 
vpon the ſame Level : Inſomuch, that Life 
it ſelf werea Puniſhment without i 1t. When 
I ſee Tyrants, Tortures, Violences, the Pro- 
ſpec of Death is a Conſolation to me, and 
_ only Remedy againſt the . Injuries of 

e. 

NAY, fo great are our Miſtakes i in the 
True Eſtimate of thin gs, that we have hard- 
ty done-any thing which we have not had 
reaſon-to wiſh Undone ; and we have found 
the things we fear'd, to be more deſirable 
than thoſe we. coveted: * Our very Prayers 
have been more Pernicious then the Curſes 
of our Enemies ; and we mult Pray again to 
have our former Prayers forgiven; Where's 
the Wiſe Man thatW iſhes himſelf the wiſhes 
of his Mother, his Nurſe, -or his'Tutor ; 
the worſt of Enemies, - with the Intention 
of the beſt of Friends ?: We are Undone if 
their Prayers be hezrd ; and it is our Duty 
to Pray, that they may not 3: For they are-no 
ether than well-meaning Execrations. They 
take Evil for Good ;. and one Wiſh fights 


path ApptHer * give me rather the Can- 
Irrc] 2? $ tempt 
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F "Chap. X1 _ Of a Happy Life. © 
tempt of 3ll thoſe things whereof they-wiſk 
me the greateſt Pleaty. We are equally. 
hurt by ſome that Pray for us,and by others; 


that Curſe us : The One imprints in'us a 


Falſe Fear, and the Other does-us Miſchief. 
| by a Miſtake. - So that it is no wonder. if. 


Mankind be miſerable, that is brought. uP: 
from the very Cradle under the Imprecati-, 
ons. of our Parents. We Pray for Trifles, 


without ſo.much as thinking of the greateſt. 


Bleſſings 3 and we are not aſham'd man 
times 'to ask God for That, which we ſhou Fl 
bluſh to own to our Neighbour. 


IT is with us, as with an Innocent * that 2 VFe are 
Our Father had in his Femily ; She fell blind *9 and 
on a ſudden, and no bydy could perſwade ®'**2; 


her ſhe was Blind. She conld not endure the _ = 


Houſe ( ſhe Cry'd.) it was ſo dark; and was it. 


{till calling to go abroad. That which we 
layght at ja her, we find to be true 1n our 
ſelves, we are Covetous,and Ambitious ; but 
the World ſhall never bring us to Acknow- 
ledge it, and we 1mpute it to the Place 3 
Nay, we are the worſe of the Two ; for 
that blind Fool call'd for a Guide, and we. 
wander about withont one. It is a hard 
matter to Cure thoſe that will not believe 
they are Sick. We are aſham'd to admit a 
Maſter, and we are too'old to Learn. * Vice 
{till goes before Virtue: So that we have 


- two Works to do; we muſt caſt off the One, 


and learn the Other. By One Evil we make 
Way to Another, and only ſeek things to be 
avoided, or thoſe of which we are ſoon 
uy FF. ns” weary 
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SENEC4 Chap. XY." 


weary. That which ſeem'd too Much when 
we wiſht fort, proves too Littte when we 
have it ; and it is not as ſome Imagine, that 


Felicity is Greedy ; but it is Little, and - 


Narrow, and cannot Satisfy us. That 


which we take to be very High, at a di- 


ſknce we find to be but Low, when we 


come at it. And the Buſineſs is, we do not” 


uetderſtand the true State of Things : we 


are deceiv'd by Rumors; when we have 


Gzin'd the thing we ain'd at, we find it 
to be either 111, or Empty ; or perchance 
Leſs than we  expetted, or otherwiſe per- 


- haps Great, but not Good. 
Dd 
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CHAP. XY. 
The Bleſſings of Temperance, and Modes 


Yaton. 


pf Þogrine is not any thing that is Neceſſa- 
& , ry to ns, but we have it either Cheap 
or Gratis ; and this is the Provifion that our 
Heavenly Father has made for ns, whoſe 
Bounty was never wanting to our Needs. 
?Tis true, the Belly Craves, and Calls upon 
vs, but then a ſmall matter contents it : 
A fittle Bread, and Water is ſafficient, and 
alt thereſt is but faperftuons, He that lives 
accorditig to Reaſon, ſhall neyer he Poor; 
and he that Goyerns his Life by Opinion, 
fhalt never be Rich ; for Nature is Linn 
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but Phancy is Boundleſs: As for Ment; 
Clothes, and Lodging , 4 liffle Feels the 
Body, and as little Covers'it: '$o thet-if 
Mankind would only attend 'Humarte Nas 
tore, witliout gaping at Superfluities,a Cook 
would be found as. needleſs as a Sokliet's 
For we may have Neceſlaries npon very Eau 
ff Terms; ' whereas we pit onr ſelves to 
gFeear Pains for exceſſes. When we dts Col?! 


| wemay cover our ſelves withSkinsof Beate? = 
and, againſt violent Heats, we have Nittfral / 


Grotto's ; or with a few Ofiers, aftd 4litHe 
Clay we may defend our ſelves againfF aff 
Seaſons. Providence has been -kitider t6 bg 
thin to leave'us t6 live by our Wits, ah&tg 
ſt#fid in need of Invention, ant Arts : fig 


only Pride, and Curioſity, that Tavolves ug - 


«k Difficulties ; If nothing will ſerve a Maty 
bit Rich Clothes, and Furniture ; Statues 
afid Plate { # Nttmerous Train of Servarits: 
jad the Rarities of all Nations ; it is'nov 
Fortunes Fault, but his Own, that he is not 
Sitisfied : For his Deſires are Infitiable, atid 
is is not a Thirſt, but a Diſeaſe; and if 
he- were: Maſter of the whole World; He 
would be ftilt a Beggar. ?Tis the Mind che 
fakes us Rich, and Happy, in what Condi 
tion ſoever we are ; and Money ſignifies 116 
more to it than it does to the Gods If the 
Religion be Sincere, no matter for the Or- 
namments : ?Fis only Luxury, and Avarice, 
that makes' Poverty Grievous'to ns; for it 
Sa very ſifiall matter that does our Buſineſs; 
ad When we have provided againſt Cold, 
6h | | Hunger, 


236 
Hunger, and Thirſt, all the Reſt is hut Va»; 
nity, and Exceſs: And there's no need of 
Expence upon Foreign Delicacies, or the 


Artifices of the Kitchin. What is he the 
worſe for Poverty, that diſpiſes theſe 
things ? Nay, is he not rather the better for. 
it, becauſe he is not able to go. to the Price 
of them ? For he is kept ſound whether he 
will or no; And that whicha Man Canzot: 
do, looks many times as if he woxld not. 


The Me- ; WHEN I look back into the * Modera-, 


deration 
pat Ages. 


f tion of paſt Ages, it make me aſham'd to; 


Diſcourſe, as if Poverty had need of any. 
Confolation': -For we are-now come to that 
degree of Intemperance, that, a fair Patri- 
mony: is too'little for a Meal. [ Homer had 
but. One Servant ; Plato Three; and Zeno 
(the Maſter of the Maſculine Se& of Stoicks) 
bad none at all. The Daughters of Scipio had; 
their Portions out of Ee Treats, 

for theirFather left them not worth aPenny; 
How happy were their Husbands that had 
the People of Rome for their Father-in-Law? 
Shall any :Man-now Contemn ; Poverty after 
theſe Eminent Examples 3 which are ſuffi 
gient not only to; Fuſtifie, but toRecommend 
it ?-Upon Djzogenes's only Servant?s running 
away from him, the was to}d where he was, 
and perſwaded 'to fetch him back again. 

What, ſays he, can Manes live without Dio- 
genes, and not Diogenes. without . Manes f 
Ang ſo let him go. The: Piety: and , Mode, | 
ration, of Scipio has made his Memory morg 
Yegerable, than his Arms z. and more ye 
ents | after 
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- after heleft his Country, than while he de- 
fended it; For matters were come to that 
paſs, that either Scipio muſt be Injuezous to 
Rome, or Rome to Scipio. Courſe Bread, and 


Water, toa Temperate Man is as good as & 


Feaſt, and the very Herbs of the Field yield 
4 Nouriſhment to Man, as well as to Beaſts. 
It was not by Choice Meats, and Perfumes, 
that our Fore-fathers recommended them- 
ſelves, but by Virtuous Actions, and the 
Sweat of Honeft, Military, and of Manly 
Labours. | | ; 
WHILE Nature lay in Common,and all 


Mankind? when People liv*d without either 
Avarice, or Envy ? What could be Richer, 
than when there was not a Poor Man to be 
found in the World? So ſoon as this Impar- 
tial Bounty of Providence came to be re- 
ſtrain'd, by Covetouſneſs ; and that Parti- 
culars appropriated That to themſelves. 
which was intended for All ; then did Po- 
verty creep into the World ; when ſome 
Men by deliring more than came to their 
ſhare, loſt their Title to the Reſt. A loſs 
never to be repair'd ; for though we may 
come Yet to get much, we once had All. 
The Fruits of the Earth were in thoſe days 
divided among the Inhabitants of it, with-. 
out-either Want, or Exceſs. So long as. 
' Men contented themſelves with their Lot, 
there was no Violence z no Engroſling, -or. 
Hiding of thoſe Benefits for Particular Ad-, 


* her Benefits were Promiſcuouſly enjoy'd, och. Stave 


What could be happier than that State of cence. 
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vajjtage, which were appointed for the 
Community ; but every Man had as much 
re for his Neighbour, as for himfelf.. No 
rms, or Bloodfhed ; no War, but with 
Vid Beafts: Bnt under the ProteRtion of 
a Woqd, or a Cave, they ſpent their days, 
without Cares, and their nights without 
Groans; Their Innocence was their Secu- 
rity, and thetr Protection. There were as 
yet 00 Beds of State, no Ornaments: of 
Peart, or Embroidery, nor any of thoſe 
Remorſes that attend them ; but the Hea- 
vens were their Canopy, and the Glories 
&f them their SpeQtacle. The Motions of 


- the Orbs ; the Courſes of the Stars, and the 


wonderful order of Providence was their 
Eqntemplation : There was no fear of the 
Houſe falling ; or the Ruſling of a Rat be- 
hind the Arras; they had no Palaces then 
like Cities ; but they had open Air, and 
Breathing-Room ; Cryſtal Fountains, Re- 
freſbing Shades; the Meadows dreft up in 
their Native Beauty, and ſuch Cottages as 
were according to Nature,and wherein they, 
lived contentedly, without fear either © 

Loſing, or of Falling. Theſe people liv*d 
withopt either Sollicitude, or Fraud ; and 
yet I muſt call them rather Happy, than 
Wiſe. That Men were generally better be- 
fore they were corrupted, than after,I make 
no doubt ; and T am apt to believe,that they 
were both Stronger and Hardier too ; but 
their Wits were not yet come to Maturity 3 
for Nature does not give Virtue ;and ef : 
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kind of Art to become Good : They | 
not as yet torn up the Bowels of the Eart 


for Gold, Silver, or Precious Stones ; and, 


fo far were they from killing any Man,as we 
do, for a SpeQtacle, that they were not as 
yet come to it, either in Fear, or Anger z 
nay they ſpar'd the very Fiſhes. But after 


- all This, they were Innocent, becauſe they 


were Ignorant ; & there's a great difference 
betwixt not Knowing how to offend, & nat 
being Willing to do it. They had, in thaf 
rude Life, certain Images,and Reſemblances 
of Yirtne,but yet they fell ſhort of Virtue it 
felf, which comes only by Inſtitution,Learn- 
ing,aad Study,as it is perfected by PraQtce, 
It 3s indeed theEnd for which we were born 

but yet it did not come into the World with 
us ; and in the beſt of: Men, before they are 
inſtructed, we find rather the Matter, and 
the Seeds of Virtue, than the Virtue it ſelf. 
It is the wonderfull Benignity of Nature, 
that has laid open to us all things that may 
dous Good, and only liidden thoſe things 
from us that may hurt vs: As if. ſhe durſt 
not truſt us with Gold, and Silver ; or with 


- Iron; which is the Inſtrument of War,and 


Contention for the other. It is we our ſelves 
that have drawn out of the Earth, both the 
Cauſes, and the Inſtruments of our Dangers : 
And we are {o vain as to ſt the higheſt 
eſteem upon thoſe things to which Nature 


has affign'd the loweſt place. What can | 


be moreCoyrſc,andRude inthe Mine, than 
-"_ tne 
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© - theſe precious Metals; or more Slaviſh;arid 


Dirty, than the People that Dig,and Work 
them ? And yet they defile our Minds more 
than our Bcdies; and make the. Pofleſi6r 
foulet than the Artificer of them. Rich 
Men, in fine, are only the Greater Slaves. 
r=" the One and the Other wants a great 
eal. 
HAPPY is that Man that Eats only for 


* « MA Tem-* Hunger,and Drinks only for Thirſt ; that 
perate Life ſtands upon his own legs,and lives by Rea- 


ow 


| Bed be Plainand Clean, and my Clothes fo 


ſon,not by Example ; and provides for Uſe, 
and Neceſlity, not for Oſtentation and 


Pomp. Let us Curbour Appetites, encou- 


Tage Virtue, and rather be beholden to our 
Selves for Riches, than to Fortune ; who, 
when a Man draws himſelf into a narrow 
compaſs,has the leaſt Mark at him., Let my 


to0-3 my Meat without much Expence, or 
many Waiters; and neither a Burthen to 
my Purſe, nor to my Body; nor to go out 
the ſame way it came in. That which is too 
little for Luxury, is abundantly enoughfor 
Nature. . The End of Eating and Drinking; 
is Satiety ; Now, What matters it, though 
One Eats and Drinks more, And Ano- 
ther.Leſs, ſo long as the One is not a Hun- 
gry, nor the Other a Thirſt ? Epicurws,thas 
limits Pleaſure to Nature, as the Stoicks do 
Virtue, is undoubtedly in the Right ; and 
thoſe that cite him to authoriſe their Vo- 
luptuouſneſs, do exceedingly miſtake yy 
an 
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and only ſeek a good Authority for an Evil 
Cauſe : For their Pleaſures of Sloth, Glut- 


| tony, and Luſt, have no Affinity atall with 


his Precepts, or Meaning. *Tis true, that 
at firſt ſight, his Philoſophy ſeems Effemi- 
nate; but he that looks nearer him, will 
find him to be a very Brave Man only in a 
Womaniſh Dreſs. 


*TIS a Common Objection, I know,*That * Let Phiz 


theſePhiloſophers do not live at the rate that /2/ophers 
they Talk ; for they can flatter their Supe- _ eg 


riors, Gather Eſtates, and be as much con- 
cern'd at the Loſs of Fortune,or of Friends, 
as other People : As ſenſible of Reproches, 
as Luxurious in their Eating, and Drinking, 
their Furniture, their Houſes ; as Magnif. 
cent in their Plate, Servants, and Officers ; 
asProfuſe,and Curious in their Gardens,c. 
Well ! And what of all This; or if it were 
twenty times more ? *Tis ſome degree of 
Virtue for a Man to Condeman himſelf; and 
if he cannot comeup to theBeſt,to be yet bet- 
ter than the Worſt ; and if he cannot wholly 
Subdue his Appetites, however to Check, & 
Diminiſh them. If I do not Live, as I Preach; 
take notice that I do not ſpeak of my Self, 
butof Virtue;nor am ſo much offended with 
other Mens Vices, as with my Own. All this 
was objected to Plato, Epicurus, Zenot Nor is 
any Virtue ſo Sacred,as to ſcapeMalevolence. 
"The Cinique Demetrius was a great Inſtance 
df Severity, & Mortification ; and one that 
— Impov'd 
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Impos'd upon himſelf, neither to Poſſeſs a- 
ny thing, nor {o much as to Ask it: And yer 
he had this Scom put upon him,that his Pro- 
feſſion was Poverty,not /rtue. Plato is blamd 


for Asking Mony ; Ariſtotle for Receiving it ; 


Democritus for Negletting it ; Epicurus for 
Conſuming it. How happy were we if we 
could but come to Imitate theſe Mens Vi- 
ces ; for if we knew our Own Condition, 
we ſhould find work enough at Home. But, 
we are like People that are making, Merry 
at a Play,or a Tavern; when our own hou- 
ſes are on fire, and yet we know nothing 
on't. Nay, Cato himſelf. was faid to bea 
Drunkard ; but Drunkenneſs it felf ſhall 
ſnoner be prov'd to benoCrime,than Cato 
diſhoneſt. They that demoliſh Temples, 
and overturn Altars,ſhew their Good Will, 
though they can do the Gods no hurt ; and 
ſo it fares with thoſe that invade the 
Reputation of great Men. If the Profeſ- 
ſors-of Virtue be as the World calls them, 
Avaritious, Libidinous, Ambitious ; What 
are they then that have a deteſtation for the 
very Name of it? Eut Malicious Natures 


do not want Wit to abuſe Honeſter Men 


than themſelves. It is the Practice of the 
Multitude, to bark at Eminent Men.as little 
Dogs do at Strangers ; for they look upon 


other Mens Virtues, as the Upbraiding of 


their own Wickedneſs. We-ſhould do well 
to commend thoſe that are Good ; if not, 
let us paſs them over ; but however let us 
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ſpare-our ſelves; for beſide the A 
(9) 


to return now to my Text. 


"We are ready enongh to limit Others, 


but © Ioath to put Bounds & Reſtraint upon »*Tis 
our ſelves; though we know that many times #2 fr 


a Greater Evil is Cur*d by a Leſs; and the - ry 


Mind that will not be brought to Virtue by 
Precept,comes to it frequently by Neceſlity. 
Let us try a little to eat upon a Joint-Stool ; 
to ſerve our ſelves; to Live within Com- 
paſs, and accommodate our Cloaths to the 
d they were made for. Occaſional Ex- 
periments of our Moderation give us the 
beſt Proof of our Firmneſs, and Virtue. 
A well-govern'd Appetite is a great part of 
Liberty ; and it is a Bleſſed Lot, that ſince. 
ho Man can have all things that he would 
have, we may all of us forbzar deſiring what 
we have not. It is the Office of Tempe- 
rance to Over-rule us in our Pleaſures; Some 
ſhe Rejects, Others ſhe Qualifies, and Keeps 
within Bounds, Oh ! the Delights of Reſt, 
when a Man comes to be Weary, and- of 
Meat, when he is heartily Hungry ! 1 have 
kearn'd ( fays our Author) by one Journey, 
bow many things we have that are ſuper- 
fluous, and how eaſily they may be fpar'd ; 


'for, when we are without them, upon Ne- 
\ceſlity, we do not ſo much as feel the want 


of them. This is the Second Bleſſed Day 
(fiys he) that my Friend, and I have Tra- 
red together ; One Waggon carries our 
&lves, and our Servants ; My Mattreſs lies 
R 2 upon 
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"of Virtne, our Rage is to no purpoſe. But | 
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So 
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upon the Ground, and I upon That: Our FF 
Dyet anſwerable toour Lodging; and never Þ:. 


withour our Figs and our Table-Books. The : 
Muletier without Shoes, 6 the Mules only. 
prove themſelves to be Alive by their Walk- 
ing. In this Equipage, I am not willing, I 


. perceive, to own my ſelf, but as often as we 


happen into better Company, I preſently 


fall a bluſhing ; which ſhews, that I am not I 


yet confirm*d in thoſe which I Approve, & 
Commend : lam not yet come to Own my 
Frugality ; for he that's Aſham*d to be ſeen 
in a Mean Condition, would be proud of a 


ſplendid one. I value my ſelf upon what |} 


Paſſengers think of me, and Tacitely re- 
nounce my Principles ; whereas I ſhould ra- 
ther lift up my Voice to be heard by Man- 
kind, and tell them, Yow are all Mad ;.your 
Minas are ſet upon ſuperfluities, and you v4- 
Ine no Man for his Virtues. | came one Night 
weary home, and threw my ſelf upon the 
Bed, with this Conſideration about me : 
There « nothing Ill, that is Well Taken. My 
Baker tclls me he has no Bread ; but, ſays 
he, I may get ſome of your Tenants,though 
I fear *tis not Good. No matter, faid I, 
for Vle ſtay till it be Better ; that is to ſay, 
till my Stomach will be glad of worſe. It 
15 Diſcretion ſometimes to practiſe Tempe- 
rance, and wont our ſelves to a Little ; for 
there are many Difficulties both of Time, 
and Place,that may Force us upon it. When 
we come to the Matter of Patrimony ; How 

SAID > ſtrictly 
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”. ſtrictly do we examine what every Man is 


F Worth, before we'le truſt him with aPenny: 
:Such a Man, we cry, has a great Eſtate, but 


an. OE. SR, 3. ho RB... 


it 4s ſbrewdly incumber*d ;; a very fair Houſe, 
but *rwas built with borrow'd Money ;, a Nu- 


merous Family, but he does not keep Touch with 


his Creditors ;, if his Debts were pajd, he would 
not be worth a Groat. Why do not we take 
the ſame Courſe in other things ; & examine 
what every Man is worth ? ?Tis not enough 
to have a long Train of Attendants ; Vaſt 
Poſſeſſions;or an IncredibleTreaſure in Mo- 
ney, and Jewels; a Man may be Poor for all 


' this. There's only this difference at Beſt ; 


One Man borrows of the Uſarer, and the 
Other of Fortune, What ſignifies the Car- 
ving, or Gilding of the Chariot ? Is the Ma- 
ſter ever the better fort ? 

WE cannot Cloſe up this Chapter witha 


more generous*Inſtance of Moderation,than a The Mo- 
that of Fabricius. Pirrhus tempted him with a deration & 


Sum of Money to betray his Country ; and 
Pyrrhus his Phyſician offer*d Fabricizs, for a 


Sum of Money, to Poyſon his Maſter ; But 


he was too Brave, either to be Overcome by 
Gold, or to overcome by Poyſon ; ſo that 
he refus'd the Money, and advis'd Pyrrhus 
to have a Care of Treachery ; and This in 
the Heat too of a Licentious War : Fabri- 
cus valu'd himſelf upon his Poyerty, and 
was as much above the Thought of Riches, 
as of Poyſon. Live Pyrrbus, ſays he, by my 
Friendſp ;, and Turn That to thy Satisfatt4- 

—_— on, 


Bravery of 
Fabricius. 
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on, which was before thy Trouble ;, that is 9 * 4 


ſay, That Fabricius could not be Corrupted. 


"* Aliiſe 


Man 1s 4a- 


bove Inju- 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Conſtancy of Mind gives a Man Reputation, 
and makes bim happy wn deſpite of all 
Aisfortune. | 


HE whole Duty of Man may be re- 

duc'd to the Two Points of Abſtinence, 
and Parience. Temperance in Proſperity, and 
Courage in- Adverſity., We have already 
treated of the Former ; and the Other fol- 
lows now in Courſe. 

EPICURUS will have it, thata * Wiſe 
Man' will Bear 3ll Injuries ; but the Stoicks 
will not allow thoſe things to be Injuries, 
which Epicxares calls fo. Now, betwixt 
theſe Two, there is the ſame difference that 
we find betwixt two Gladiators; the One re- 
ceives wounds, but yet maintains hisGround; 
the Other tells the People, when he is in 
Blood, that ?T# bur a ſcratch, and will not 
fuffer any body to part them. An Jnjury 
cannot be Receiv'd, but it muſt be Done; 
But it may be Doxe, and yet not. Receiv'd ; 
asa Man may be in the Water, and not 
Swim, butif he Swims, *tis preſim'd that 
heis in the Water. Or ifa Blow, or a Shot he 
levelW'd at us, it may ſo happen, that a Man - 
jay miſs his Aim, or ſome Accident inter- 


poſe 


poſe that may divert the Miſchief. That 
+ which is Hort is Paſlive,and Inferior to that 
8 which Hurts it; but you wilt fay, that So- 

- crates was Condemn'd, and put to Death, 
and fo receiv*d an Injury; but I anſwer.that 
the Tyrants Did him an Injury, and yer he 
Receiw?d none. He that ſteals any thing from 
me,and Hides it in my Own houfe ; though 
! f have not loſt it, yet he has ſtolen it. He 
that lies with his own Wife, and takes her 
for another Woman ; thongh the Woman 
be Honeſt, the Man is an Adulterer. Sup- 
poſe a Man gives me a draught of Poyſon 
7” | and it proves not ſtrong enough to kill me; 
7 his Guilt-is never the Leſs for the Diſap- 
© pointment : He that makes a Paſs at me, is 
as mnch a Murderer ; though I put it by, as 

. if he had ſtruck me to the Heart. It is the 
% Intention, not the Effet, that makes the 
, Wickednefs. He is a Thief, that has the 
t Will of Killing, and Slaying, before his 


t hand is dipt in Blood - As it is Sacrilege, 


A the very Intention of laying violent Hands 
|; 2pon Holy Things. If a Philoſopher be ex- 


ke hs to Torments, the Axe.over his Head, 
t is Body wounded, his Guts in his Hands ; 
y 1willailow him to Groan; for Virtue it ſelf 
5 cannot diveſt him of the Nature of a Man ; 
4 but if his Mind ſtands firm,he has diſcharg*d 
Xt | his part. A Great Mind enables a Man to 
t maintain his Station with Honor; So that he 
e only makes uſe of what he meets in his way, 
n - | as 2 Pilgrim that would fain be at his Jour- 
= ' neys End. 2 | 
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and to ſay, le have nothing to do with For- 


E- tune that Repulſes Cato, and P reft ers Vatinius. f 
ny thing. He that quits his Hold, and accompts any 


thingGood that is notHoneſt;runs gaping af- 
ter Caſualties, ſpends his days in Anxiety, & 
Vain ExpeRation ;- That Man is Miſerable. 
And yet *tis hard you'l fay,to be Baniſh'd,or 
caſt into Priſon : Nay, what if it were to be 
burnt,or any other way deſtroy*d? We have 
Examples in all Ages, and in all Caſes, of 
Great Men that have triumph'd over all 
Misfortunes. Metellus ſuffer'd Exile Reſo- 
lutely ; Ratillus,Chearfully; Socrates diſputed 
in the Dungeon ; and though he might have 
made his Eſcape, refus'd it : To ſhew the 
World how eaſy a thing it was to ſubdue 
the Two Great Terrors of Mankind, Death, 
and a Fayl. Or what ſhall we ſay of A44- 
ci Scauala ;,.a Man only of a Military Cou- 
rage,and without the Help either of Philo- 
ſophy,or Letters ? who, when he found that, 
he had kilPd the Secretary, inſtead of Por- 
cenna ( the Prince) burnt his Right Hand 
to Aſhes for the Miſtake; and held his 
Arm in the Flame, till it was taken away by 
his very Enemies. Porcezns did more eaſily 
pardon Azcins for his Intent to kill him, 
than ucins forgave Himſelf for miſſing of 
his Aim. He might have done a Luckier 
thing, but never a Braver, 
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4 Greet . IT is the Excellency of a Great * Mind - * 
Mind n=" to 45k* nothing, and to Want nothing ; ae 
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Sword at his Beds-head ; the One, that he 


. might have Death at his Will ; the Other, 


that he might have it in his Power ; being 
reſoly*d that no man ſhould be able to fay, , 
either that he kill'd, or that he fav'd Caro 2? 
So ſoon as he had compos'd his Thoughts, 
he took his Sword ; Fortune, ſays he, I have 
hitherto, Fought for my Countrys Liberty, and 
for my Own, and only that ] might live 
Free among Freemen ; but the Cauſe 35 n0w 
Loſt, and Cato Safe. With that word, -he 


caſt himſelf upon his Sword, and after the 


Phyſicians, that preſs'd in upon him, had 
bound up his Wound, he tore it open again, 


\. and ſo expired with the ſame Greatneſs - of 


Soul that he Liv'd. But theſe are the Ex+ 
amples you'l ſay, of men famous'in their 
Generations. Let us but Conſult Hiftory, 
and we ſhall find, even in the moſt Effemi- 
nate of Nations, and the moſt Diſſolute of 
Times, Men of all Degrees, Ages, and For- 
tnnes ; nay, even Women themſelves, that 
have overcome the Fear of Death : which, 
in truth, is ſo little to be fear?d, that, duly 
conſider'd, it is one of the Greateſt Benefits 
in Nature. It was as great an Honour for 
Cato, when his Party was Broken, that he 


| himſelf ſtood his Ground, as it would have 


been if he had carry*d theday, and ſetled an 
Univerſal Peace : For it is an Equal Pru- 
dence, to make the beſt of a bad Game, and 
to manage a Good one. The Day that he 

was 
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DID not Cato in the laſt night of his © = Cato's 


a Fi | Life, take Plato to Bed with him ; with his @nfancy. 


was Repuls'd, he Playd; and the Night 
that he Ki"d himſelf, he Read ; as valuing 


the Loſs of his Life, and the Miſling of an - ; g} 


Office at the ſame Rate. People, I know, 
are apt to pronounce upon Other mens In- 
firmities, by the Meaſure of their Own,and 
to think it Impoſlible that a Man ſhould be 
, content to be Burnt, Wounded, KilPd, or 
ShackPd, though in ſome Cafes he may. 
It is only for a Great Mind to judge of Great 
things ; for otherwiſe, that which is our 
Infirmity, will feem to be another Bodies; 
as a ſtreight ſtick in the Water appears to 
be Crooked. He that Yields, draws upon 


his own Head his own Ruin; for we are ſure 


to get the better of Fortune, if we do but 
ſtruggle with her. Fencers, and Wraſtlers 


we ſce, what Blows, and Bruiſes they en-- 


_ dure,not only for Honor. but for Exerciſe : 
If we turn our Backs once,we are Routed, 
and Purfu*d ; That Man only is Happy,that 
Draws Good out of Evil; that ſtands faſt 
m his Judgment, and Unmov*d with any 
Extgrnal Violence ; or however, ſo little 
mov*d, that the Keeneſt Arrow in the Qu1- 
ver of Fortune is but as the Prick of a Nee- 
 dle to him, rather than a Wound : And All 
her other Weapons fall upon him only as 
Hail upon the Roof of a Houſe, that Crack- 
tes, and skips off again, without any Da- 
mage to the Inhabitant, | 
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. Chap. XVI. Of a Happy Zife. 
"FB © A Generous, and a Clear-ſighted' Young 
7 Man, will take it for ® a Happineſs to en-b Thegreg. 
© counter ill Fortune. ' *Tis nothing for a#f# Exlin 


Man to hold up his Head in a Calm, but to 
maintain his Poſt, when all others have 


quitted their Ground, and' there to ſtand. + ;e. 


upright,where otherMen are beaten down, 
this is Divine, and Praiſe-worthy. What 


It is there in Torments, or in thoſe things: 


which we commonly accompt Grievous 
Croſſes ? The great - Evil is the want of 
Courage ; the Bowing, and Submitting ta- 
them ; which can never happen to a Wiſe 
Man ; for he ſtands upright under any 
Weight : Nothing that is to be Born dif- 
pleaſes him'z he knows his Strength ; and, 


; whatſoever may be any Man's Lot, he never 


complains of, if it be his Own. Nature, 
he ſays, deceives no Body; ſhe does not 
tell us whether our Children ſhall be Fair, 
or Foul ; Wiſe, or Fooliſh ; Good Subje&t 
or Traytors; nor whether our Fortune,ſhal 
be Good, or Bad. We muſt not Judge of 
a Man by his Ofnaments ; but ſtrip him of 


_ all the Advantages, and the Impoſtures of 


Fortune z nay, of his very Body too, and 
look into his Mind : If he can ſee a naked 
Sword at his Eyes, without ſo much as wink- 
ing ; if he make it a thing Indifferent to him, 
whether his Life go out at his Throat, or at” 
his Mouth; if he can hear himſelf Sentenc*d 
to Torments, or Exile; and under the very 
hand of the Executioner, ſay Thus to _ 
ny” ; | _ 61H, 
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SENZCA Chap. XVI) 
ſelf, All this I am provided for., and *tws no 


more, than a Man, that is to Suffer the Fate 


of Humanity. This is the Temper of Mind 
that Speaks a Man Happy ; and without 
This, all the Confluences of External Com- 
forts ſignify no more than the Perſonating 
of a King upon the Stage ; when the Cur- 
tain is drawn we are Players again. Not 
that I pretend to except a Wiſe man out of 
the number of Men, as if he had no ſenſe of 
Pain, but I reckon him as Compounded of 
Body, and Soul : The Body 1s Irrational, 
and may be GalPd, Burnt, Tortur*d ; but 
the Rational Part is Fearleſs, Invincible, and 
not to be ſhaken. This is it that I reckon 
upon as the Supreme Good of Man ; which 
21ll it be perfected, 1s but an unſteady Agi- 
tation of Thought, and in the perfection, 
an Immoveable Stability, It is not in our 
Contentions with Fortune, as in thoſe of the 
Theatre, where we may throw down our 
Arms, and pray for Quarter : but here we 
muſt Dye Firm and Reſolute. There needs 
no Encouragement to thoſe things which we 
are Inclin'd to by a Natural Inſtine ; as 
the Preſervation of our ſelves with Eaſe, 
and Pleaſure; but, if it comes to the Tryal 
of our Faith by Torments, or of our Cou- 
rage by Wounds, theſe are Difficulties that 
we muſt be arm'd againſt by Philoſophy & 
Precept : And yet all This is no more than 
what we were born to; and no matter of 
Wonder at all ; ſo that a Wiſe man prepares 
himſelf for*t ; as expecting that whatſoever 

| May 


© Chap. XVI. Ofa Happy Zife. 253 3 
May be, Will be. My Body is Frail, and 5 
” Liaþle, not only to the Impreſſions of Vi- 
W. olence, but to Afflictions alſo, that Naturally 

* ſucceed our Pleaſures. Full Meals bring ' 
Crudities ; Whoring,6& Drinking make the 
Hands to Shake, and the Knees to Tremble. 
It is only the Surprize, and Newneſs of 
the thing, which makes that Misfortune 
Terrible,which by Premeditation might be 
made Eaſfie to us. For, that which ſome 
People make Light by Safferance, others 
do by Fore-ſight. Whatſoever is Neceſlary, 

- we muſt bear Patiently. ?Tis no new thing 
to Dye; no new thing to Mourn, and no 
new-thing to be Merry again. Muſt I be 
Poor ? I ſhall have Company ; In Baniſh- 
ment ? Ple think my ſelf Born there. If I 
Dye, I ſhall be no more Sick,and *tis a thing 
I can do but Once. | 

LET us never wonder at any thing * we * Lee wo 
are Born to; for no Man has reaſon to _ be F 
Complain, where we are all in the ſame Jus 1 

Condition. He that ſcapes, might have he is Borw * 

| ſuffer*d ; and 'tis but Equal to ſubmit to the #0, 

| Law of Mortality. We muſt undergo the 

| Colds of Winter, the Heats of Summer 3 

| the Diſtempers of the Air, and Diſeaſes of ; 

the Body. A Wild Beaſt meets us in One | 
place, and a Man that is more Brutal, in 
another z We are here aſſaulted by Fire, 

' There by Water. Demetrius was reſerv'd 
by Providence for the Age he livd in; to 

'F ſhew, that neither the Times could Cor- 

rupt Him, nor he Reform the People. He 
| | was 
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” #54 $8 £N PC A Chap. XVES 
I was.a Man of an Exa& Judgment, Steady 
to his purpoſe, and of a Strong Eloquence ; MA 
' Not Finical in his Words, but his Senſe was 
Maſculine, and Vehement. He was ſo Qua- | 
tify'd in his Life, and Diſcourſe, that he 
ferv?d both for an Example, & a Reproche. 
If Fortune ſhould have otfer*d that Man the 
>Government, & the Poſſeſſion of the whole 
World, npon Eondition not to lay it down 
again 3 I dare fay he would have refus'd it ; 
And Thus' have Expoſtulated the matter 
with you. Why ſhould you tempt a Freeman 
ro put his ſhoulders under a Burthen ;, or ant 
Honeſt Man to. pollute himſelf with the Dregs 
of Mankind 7 Why do you offer me the Spoyls | 
of . Princes, and of Nations, and the Price not | 
only" of your Blood, but of your Souls ? It is | 
the part of a Great: Mind to be Temperate 
In Proſperity ; Reſolute in Adverſity; To 
Deſpiſe what the Vulgar Admire ; and to 1 
_Prefer a Mediocrity to an Exceſs. Was not £2 
Socrates oppreſs'd with Poverty, Labour, 4 
nay, & the Worſt of Wars in his own Fami- 


ly, a Fierce, and Turbulent Woman to his ' '0 
Wife? Were not his Children Indocile, and 'N 
like their Mother ? After Seven and twenty It 
.years ſpent in Arms, he fell under a ſlavery . I, o 
to. the Thirty Tyrants, and moſt of them his 1s 
bitter Enemies : He came at laſt, to be Sen- en 
teuc'd as a Violator of Religion, a Corrupter ar 
of Youth, and a Common Enemy to God, and M 
Man. After this he was rmprifon'd, and put Ci 
toDeath byPoyſon;which was all fo far from - | m 


- working 


Ehap. XVI. Of a Happy Life. 
Working upon his Mind, that it never {6 
much as alter*d his Countenance. We are 


2% 
& 
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L ” to bear 1ll Accidents, as Unkind Seaſons, 


Diſtempers, or Diſeaſes ; and, Why may 
we not reckon the Actions of Wicked Men 
even among thoſe Accidents? Their Deli- 
berations are not Counſels, but Frauds, 
Snares, and Inordinate Motions of the 


- Mind ; and they are never without a thou- 


ſand Pretences, and Occaſions of doing a 
Man miſchief. They have their Informers, 


| their Knights of the Poſt ; they can make an 


Intereſt with Powerful Men, and one may 
be Robb'd as well upon the Bench, as upon 
the High-way. They lie in wait for Ad- 
vantages, and hve in perpetual Agitation, 
betwixt Hope, and Fear : Whereas he that 
is truly Compos'd, will ſtand all Shocks, 


.either of Violences, Flatteries, or Menaces, 


without Perturbation. It is an Inward fear 


+ that makes us Curiors after what we hear 
Abroad. 


| or 1ll, to * Fortune; but the Matter of it we * Ti-Works 
. may; and we our ſelves are the Occaſion of 

it, being, in Effet, the Artificers of our Good, nor 

own Happineſs, or Miſery : For the Mind Ew. 

1s above Fortune ; if That be Evil, it makes 


— 


IT is an Error to attribute either Good, 


every thing elſe ſo too : But if it be Right, 


and Sincere,it Corres what is Wrong, and 


Mollifies what is Hard, with Modeſty, and 
Courage. There's a great Difference a- 
mong thoſe that the World call Wiſe Men. 
Some take up Private Reſolutions of Oppo- 
ling 


of Fortune 


25s SENECA Chap.XV 
Y © ſing Fortune, but they cannot go through 
with them, for they arecither dazled with" 
Splendor on. the One hand, or affrighted 
with Terrors on the Other: but there are O- WW 
thers that will cloſe, and grapple with For- } 
tune; & ſtill come off Victorious. ucins 0- 
vercame the Fire ; Regus the : Gibbet ; So- 
crates, Poyſon ; Rutihus, Baniſhment ; Cato, 
Death ; Fabricius, Riches z Tubero, Pover- 
ty ; and Sextizs, Honors. But there are ſome | 
again ſo Delicate, that they cannot ſo much 
as bear a Scandalous Report ; which is the 
ſame thing as if a Man ſhould quarrel for 
being juſtled in a Croud, or daſh'd as he 
walks in the Streets ; He that has a great 
way to Go, muſt expect a Slip, to Stum- 
ble, and to be Tir?d : To the Lnxnrious. 
Man, Frugality 1s a Puniſhment ; Labour, 
and Induſtry to the Sluggard ; nay, Study it 
ſelf is a Torment to him. Not that theſe 
things are hard to us by Nature,but we our 
ſelves are Vain and Irreſolute. Nay, we 
wonder many of us, how any Man can live 
without Wine, or endure to Riſe ſo early 
in a Morning. -# EY 
Firtuess A Brave Man muſt expe&t to be toſs'd 
Glorious mm for he is to ſteer his Courſe in the Teeth 
ay; of Fortune, and to work againſt Wind and 
; Weather. In the Suffering of Torments, 
though there appears but one Virtue, a 
Man exerciſes many. That which is moſt 
Eminent is Patience (which is buta Branch 
of Fortitude ) But there is Prudence alſo, 
in the Choice of the AQtion, and in the 
oa. as” 
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Thos: we me avoid ; and theres 
{5p brace it:Reſolutely And 


hy. Fer | Ne Concurrence alſo of feve- 
"0 * Virtaes inother Generous Undertakings, 
| Wien Loni was t9 carry his 300 Mena 


to the Straits of the Thermopyle to put a ſtop 
to Xerxes. his hnge Army :- Come, fellow.Sol+ 


were to Sup in pt wk Warld. And: they 


anſwer'd bis Reſolurion.- How Plain; and 
Imperions was That ſhort Speech of Coditi= , 


us to his Men upon a- Deſperate Action ? 

I and, How glorious a Mixture was there in 
it Both of Bravery, and Prudence ? Soldiers, 
ahh fo 35 nece dy for us to Go, but it #5 not 
eofory fo or us to f 69d This Brief,; and 


Au of the Frivolous Cavils, and DiſtinQi- 
ons of the Schools ; which rather break the 
Mind, than Fortifie ir, and when ris once 
perplexed, and prick'd with Difficulties, 

and Scruples, there they leave it. -Our Paſ- 
fions are Numerous, and Strong, and-not to 
be Maſter*d with Quirks, and Tricks, asif 
z'Man ſhould undertake to defend the Cauſe 
of God, and Men, with a, Bulruſh. It - was 
Remarkable picce. of Honour, and Policy 
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| of Pompey's Cabinet: at the Battel of 

Pharſeha : * Tis Probable that the Letters in 
T, might; have diſcover'd -who were his 
Friends, and who his Enemies, and) yet h6 
ar It. without ſo. muchas. Opening.) : 
the Ne ih; way 96. 
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ders, ſays he; Eat your 'Dinners here, as' if - 


ent Harangue, was worth Ten:thou» | 


- , ' That AQtion of Ce/ar's, npon the © 
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{ings tb keep hihiſelf Torortnt DSdwwrthe IN - 
Proſerice of Mind alſ6 it GAs a, Mo, | 
6þ6a Advice, thit Ks Phyfieith Pull h- 
rendell £6 Poyſor hit, 6k the Lefier of | 
Advice iri One hand; "aid Sip "th 
Other, deliverig Philipthe Letter th Red, 
whiteche himſelf drank the Potion; cf 
: SOME. are of Opinion, tht EDEN 
« Firtce i *Man Courage to-fupport Pain, aun 
Invince:le Phiti fortifies 4 Mai koafut Death : "Blit f 
Tay rather, that'a-WIſe Mah deperids ooh 
himſelf agairiſt Both, and that hi Udes- 26k 
either 1 with - Patierice, in A6pes of 
Penh, or Dye willingly becatiYeHs is Weary 
'Lifez but he bears'the One, id Wait 
forthe Other, and chrries a Divide Min 
tfirugh all the Accidetits of Humane Life, 
He 1ooks upon Faith, arid Gott [bin 
moſt Sacred Good of Mankind,' und naiths: 
&6 beforc'd by Necellity; nor Cortaptel 
Reward : Kill, Barn, Tear him iti Pieces 
Hillbe Tree to his Trudt; aid the motels 
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78 © -olatc his Confederates : He nani'd, by one; 
S - .-and one, all the Tyrant's Friends that were 
'*” About him; and ftill as they were nam'd, 
they were put to Death : The Tyrant ask?d 
q him at laſt, if there were any more. Yes, 
| fays he, you your ſelf were in the Plot, and 
now you have never another Friend left you 
in the World : Whereupon the Tyrant cut 
the Throats of his own Guards. He is the 
Happy Adan that is the Maſter of himſelf, and 
triumphs over the Fear of Death; which hat 

» buercome the Congaerors of the World. 
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CHAP: XVIL 


Our Happief defends in @ pred. Meaſurl 
upon the Chojce of our Company. 


En of Life depends wponCon= 
verſation, Good Offices, and Concord z 
| and Homane Society is Like the Working 
| ofan Archof Stone 5 All would fall to the 
Grourid if One Piece did not ſupport anos 
ther. Above all things, let us have a ten- 
, ternefs for Blood; and it is yet too Little 
y not to Hurt, unleſs we Profit one artother: 
q We are to Relieve the Diſtreſſed 3 to pitt 
$ the Wanderer-into his Way, and to Divide 
h our Bread wich the Hutnblez which is but 
the doing'of Gdod to our Selves': for we are 
ently feveral Members of 'ibneGreit Body.” | 
Nay, weureall vfy Gonſah; winty'; form 
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SENECA Chap. XvIt, y 
fame Materials, and Deſign*d- to the fame N * 
End :: This obliges us to a mutual Tender- , 
neſs, and Converſe.; and the Ctier, to hve * 


£60 ' 


with a Regard to Equity, and Juſtice. The 
Love of Society is Natural ; but the Choice 
of our Company is matter of Virtue, and 
Prudence. Noble Examples ſtir us up to 
Noble Actions ; and the very Hiſtory of 
Large, and: Publick Souls, inſpires a Man 


'with Generous 'Thoughts. It makes a Man 


long to be in Action; and doing of ſome- 


thing that the World may be the better for ; ' 


as ProteCting the Weak, Delivering the 
Oppreſs'd, Puniſhing the Inſolent. It is 
a great Bleſting, the very Conſcience of 
giving a Good Example ; beſide, that it 
zs © the greateſt obligation any Man can 
lay upon the Age he lives in. He that. 
Converſes with the proud ſhall be puff'd 
up; 2 Luſtfull Acquaintance.makes a Man 
Laſcivious 3--and the way . to ſecure a Man 
from Wickednefſs, is to withdraw from the 
Examples of it.. *Tis too much to have 
them - Near us, but more to have them 
Within us, Ill Example, Pleaſure, and Eaſe 
are, no doubt of it, great Corrupters of 
Manners. -A Rocky Ground hardens the. 
Horſes Hoof ; The Mountanier makes the 
beſt Soldier 5 the Miner makes the beſt Pio- 


-Nier, and Severity of Diſcipline fortifies the 


Mind. In all Exceſles, and Extremities of 
Good, and-of Il Fortune, Jet us have re- 
courſe to Great Examples that; have con- 
we'd Both. Theſe 4x2. phe def bnfruticrs 
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+ - Chap. XVIL Of a Happy Life, 26% 
that Teach in their Lives, "and prove their. - 

1." Words by therr Aftions. | 1 

” As an Ill Air may endanger a- Gone 
ſtitution, ſo may a * Place, of Il-Example b 4:4 
endanger a. Good Man; Nay, there are even Dif- 
ſome Places that have a kind of Priviledge /0'«e pla: 
to be Licentious, and where Luxury, and 7,1 
Diſſolution of Manners ſeera to-be Lawfulz Gmpan- 
for Great Examples give. both Authority, o:. 

and Excuſe: to Wickednefs, Thoſe Places 

are to be avoided as Dangerous to our Man- 

ners. Hannibal himſelf was Unmann'd -by 

the Looſeneſs of Campania, and though a 
Conquerour by his Arms, 'he was Overcome 

by his Pleaſures. I would as ſoon live among 
Butchers, as among Cooks ;. not but that a 

Man may be Temperate in.any place; but; 

to ſee Drunken, Men Staggering up and 
down-evexy where ; and only the $ cles 

of Luſt, Luxury, and ;Exceſs before our 

Eyes, it-is not ſafe to expoſe our ſelves to 

the Temptation: If the Viftorious Hannibal 

himſelf couldnot reſiſt it,, What ſhall be- 

come of ys then that are; Subdu'd, and give 
Ground:to our Luſts already ? He that has - 

to do with gn; Enemy in- his Breaſt, has a 

harder Task upon hi then he that is to en- 

counter one in the Field :. his hazzard is * 
Greater if he loſes Ground, and his Duty 

is perpetual ; for he has no Place, or Time 

for Reſt. 1f 1 give way to Pleaſure, I muſt 

alſo yield to Grief, to Poverty, to Labor, 
Ambition, Anger,till I am torn to Pieces b 

my Misfortunes, and my Luſts, But, zgainkt 
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| | any 
thing that does more Miſchief to Mankind. 


 SANFE A Chap XVIL.: 
all This, Philoſophy propoands 2 Liberty 
that is to ſay, a Le ain the Service of 
Accidents, and Fortune. Fhere is not any 


than Mercenary Maſters of Philoſophy, 
that do not Live as they Teach ; They give 
a Scandal to Virtue. How can any Man ex- 
ped that a Ship ſhould Steer a Fortunate 
Conrſe, when the Pilot lies Wallowing in 
his own Vomit ? *Tis an unufaal thing, firſt 
to Learn to do-Ill our Selves,- and then ta 
Inſtru&t Others to do fo: But, that Man 
muſt needs be very Wicked, that has  ga- 
ther?d into himfelf the Wickedneſs' of all 


—_ 


other People. 


+ Prafical - 'FHE beſt 'Conyerfation is with the * Phi- 


Phil: ſo- 
ffiry 
Compony. 


rs: That is ro fay, with ſuch of 
them as teach us Matter, not Words ; that 
Preach-tol8#* Things Neceflary, and keep us 
to the Practice -of 'them. There can be no 
Peace in HumaneLife without the Contempt” 
of all Events. 'There is nothing that either 
puts better Thoughts into a Man,or fooner 
fets him Right that is out of the way, than 
a'good Companion. For, the Example has 
the Farce of a precept, ' and touches the 
Heart with an Aﬀection to Goodneſs. And 
not only the Frequent Hearing, and ſeeing 
efa Wiſe Man delights us, bat the yery En- 
counter of him faggeſts profitable Cantem- 
plations ; fuch as'# man fipds himſelf mov'd 
with, when he goes into4 Holy Place.] will 
take more Care with Whom I Eat,& Drink, 
than What ; for without a Friend the Table 
, 1437 | & - : 15 


*  Chap-XVH. ' Of a taggy Life. 26g © 
. ia Manger. Writing does well; but: pex+ 

.- onal Di urſe,and Converſation dogs Bete 4 

* er; For Men give great Credit ' to: their J 
Ears,- and wn ftronger rm ry 28 
Example;-than Precept. Glkawbes had ne+ 
ver Maefoto the Life, if he had nog 
beer Eri-wgith bim at all his 'Privacies ,' if he 
had notwatch'd, and obfery'd him, : whey 
: ther or nb he-Praftts*d as he Tanght, Plas 
: ot merefrim. Socrates his Afanzers, than 
: his, Werds ; and it-was hot the Schools 
but the-Coapiry, and Famiberity of Epicas 
! 


xs,” that made Merradorias, Hermacbhs:, and 
P, es for famans. ! $3997 5 
- NOW:though it behy Inſtin&t that we 7he more 
| Conet [ Sdcifty,,. and | avoid - Solitude, . we Crompeny 
7 ſhoald/yevtake This -albog; with us, that the evre 
f the vaintance, ithe, more Danger: 49% 
t Nay, thendis not One Man of an hw 
s that is-tbbe truſted with HinifelE, If Com- 
0 pany cadiatit -Alter: us, it;may: Interrupt ns ; 
X and ho that: fq ninch as ſhops upon the Way, 
T loſts4 great deatiof a ſhort Life: which we 
a yet makg tharter by our Inconftancy. If an 
n Enemy were ks dur Heels, What haſte ſhould 
as wematet But/Deathis/fo, and yet we ne- 
te yer mjad-i#t, 'Phere is no venturing of 
d Tenqer, aig: Kafie Natures among the 
| z for tis bdils that they'll go over ta 
Nt the, Mayor Pasty. It would perhaps ſhake the 
Conſtancy of! Sornetes, Cato, Zeliue, or any 
q of us alb;even whenour Reſolutions are at 
Ul the Height;'to ſtand the flock of Vice: that 
- preſſes upan vs with a Kind of Publick Any 
is ach > 4 thority, 


OO SENBECHA 
thority. It is 2 World of Miſchief that 


Chapxvi. J 


may be done by one Single Example'of Ava. :Þ 


rice or Luxury. ' One Volupttous Palate * 
makes a great . many. A wealthy Neighbor 
ſtirs up Envy, and a Fleering 'Canipanion 
moves ill Nature wherever he cones. What 
will: become of thoſe ' People then;//that ex- 
ſe/ themſelves -to-a" Popular7:Violence ? . 
hich is ill both ways ; eitherif they -com- «| - 
ply with the Wicked, becauſe they are ma- a 
ny, or quarrel with the Multitude,- becauſe "We 
they are not PrincipPd' alike. The beſt way 
is to retire, and Afﬀociate only withthoſe, 
that may be the better for Us, and We for 
Them. Theſe RefpeQs [are' Mutaal;. for 
while we Teach; we Learn.. To deal Free- 
ly; Idare not truſt my falf im'thetabds-of 


p- *4 "much Company: -I never go:Abroad, that 


I come Home again the ſame-Man't went 
Out. Something ior 'other | that 'I had put 
in Order is diſcempos*d : Some Paſſion that 
I haſubdu'd,gets head again, andir is juſt 
winhour-Minds, agit is aftera long Indif- 
poſition with our/Bodics; 'weare grown ſo 
Tender, that theTeaſt breath of Air expoſes 
us toa Relapſe: Antiitis no'wonder;if a Nu- 
merous Converfation be Dangerous, when 
there is ſcarce any,1ingle but, by his 
Diſcourſe, Example; or Behaviour, does ei- 
ther:Recommend to: us,orilmprint in vs, or 
by «kind of Cantagian, Inſenſibly infe& us 
with-one. Vice oe other ;and the more Peo- 
ple; the greater is the Peril. Eſpecially let 
ps-have a Carg'of Publick I 
| WICKEUY 


ST  Chap.XVII. ' Of a Hoppy Zife.” 
"* wickedneſs inſinuates in ſelf with Pleaſure; 
© and above all Others, let us avoid SpeQta- 
MN cles of Cruelty, and Blood ; and have no- | J 
+ * thing todo with thoſe that are perpetually A 
Whaining,and Complaining ; there may be = 
Faith, and kindneſs there, but no Peace. 
that are either Sad, or Fearful, we 

db cotimonly, for their Own Sakes, ſet a 
guard upon them,for fear they ſhould make. 
 an-Ul--Uſe of being alone : eſpecially the 
—_— who. are ſtill contriving of 
fchief, either for Others, or for Them- 
{blves:; in Cheriſhing their Luſts, or Form- 
ing their Deſigns. So much for the Choice 
of aiCompanion, we ſhall now Proceed to 

that of a Friend, . 


E566 SES N#O4 Chap. XVII, 
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Cf ef Elicties, the moſt Chuiming hh 
that of a Form, and” Geizle Froends 
ſhip. It ſwectens all our Cares ; mn kour 
Sorrows and Counſels ys in all Exri 8 
Nay, if there were no ather. Comfobs ig?t; 
thas the hare Exerciſe of  Generagisa!Vir+ 
tug,gyen dar that fingicReaſon,a Man would! 
Bok be yeutbout it. Bede, that it-.1s-a $0 
vercige. Aiitidote \againſh: all Calamidies; 
even againſt the Fear of Death itſelft> ©!) 


BUT, we are not yet to number our 

« Every * Friends, by the Viſits that -are made us ; 
Mas wot and to confound the Decencies of Ceremony 
« Friend and Commerce, with the Offices of United 
w# Vie, AﬀefHiovs. Caius Gracchys, and after him, 
* Lhvics Pruſue, were the Men that intro- 
due&d among the Rowans;the Faſhion of fe- 

ting their Viſitants ; Some were taken 

into their Clofer,others were only admitted 

into the Anti-Chamber;,and ſome again were 

fain to wait in the Hal! perhaps,or inthe 

Court. . $0 that they had their Firſt, their 

Second, and their Third-raze Friends ; but 

none of them True : Only they are call'd 
{io.Churſe, as we Salute Strangers with 

ſome Title or other of —_— at Aa 
Venture, There's no depending upon 

þ | | thoſe 
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+ thoſe Men that only take their 
» ment in their Turn,and rather. ſtip throught 

the door, than enter at it': He will find him 

felf in a great | Miſtake, that either feeky 

for a Friend in a Palace, or ' tries tum. at a 
Feaſt. \ » 1 
The great Difficulty reſts in the + Chatce» The 
of him ; that is to ay, in the Firſt place, choice of & © 
: let him he Virtnous; for Vice is Contagious; Friend. © 

and there's no truſting of the Sound, and | 

| the Sick together : And he ought ta be a 
| Wiſe Man too, if a body knew where ta 
| 


= 


Ls 


find him : But, in this Caſe, he that is leaſh 
HM, is Beſt; and the higheſt Degree of Hy+ 
mane Prudeniceis, only the moſt Yenial Fol« 
by. That Friendſhip, where Mens Aﬀecti- 
ons are Cimented by an equal, ant hy a 
| Common Love of Goodneſs, it is not either 
| Hope, or Fear, or any Private Intereſt that 


can ever Diffolveit ; but we carry it with 
ns to-our Graves, and lay down our Lives | 
for-it with fatisfaftion. Paulina*'s Gond, 


and Mine,(fays onr Author) were ſo wrapt 
up together, thar in Conſulting her Com- 
| fort, I provided for my Own : and when I 
could not prevail upon her to take lefs Care 
for Me, ſhe prevaiPd upon me to take more 
Care for my Self. Some People make it a 
Queſtion, Whether is the greater Delight, 
the Enjoying of an Old Friendſhip; or, the 
Acquiring ofa New one : bur, it is in Prepa- 
fing ofa Friendſhip, and in the Poſſeſſion of 
it, as it is with a Husbandman, in Sowing, 
& Reaping. His Delight is the Hope vet his 
i , _ 
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my-Books; but yet in the Letters ofa Friend 
methinks I have his Cofripany 3 and when 
I. anſwer them, I do not only Write, but 
Speak : And in effe&t, a Friend is an Eye, a 


; "Heart, a Tongue, a Hand, at all Diſtances. . 
* When Friends ſee one another perſonally, 


+ *they do not ſee one another ,as they do 


b b There 


when they are Divided, where the Medita- 
tion dignifies the ProſpeQ :; But they are ef- 
feQtually,in a great meaſyre. Abſent, even 
when they arePreſent,Confſider, their Nights 
apart 5 their Private Studies ; their ſeparate 
Employments, : and Neceſlary Viſits, .and 
they are almoſt as much together Divided, 
as Preſent. 'True Friends -are;the whole 
World to: one another,;} and he that is a 
Friend:to himſelf, is alſo.a Friend to Man- 
kind. 'Even in my very. Studies, the greateſt 
DelightI take in what Learn,is the Teach- 
ing of it to Others ; For, there's no Reliſh, 
methinks,in-thePoſſeſſing of any thing with- 
out a Partner : Nay,if Wiſdom it ſelf were 
offer*d mc,npon Conditiononly of keeping 

it tomy 'ſelf, ] ſhould undoubtedly refuſe it. 

LUCILHIS tells me, that he has Writ- 


muſt be no ten tome by a Þ Friend, but cautions me 


Reſerres 
in Fricyd- 


iP. 


withal, not to ſay any, thing to him of the 
Aﬀair in-Queſtion; for he himſelf ſtands up- 
on the ſame Guard. What is this, but to 
Affirm, and to deny the fame thing, in the 
ſame Breath; in calling a Man a Friend, 
whom we dare not truſt as our own Soul ?- 
: | for, 


Labour inthe One Caſe, and the Fruit of it ++ 
m the 'Othex.;My Converſation lies among : 


[3 «1 


muy vue”, . . 
® For, there muſt be no. Reſerves in Friend- 


RF” ſhip: As much Deliberation as you pleaſe, 
© "FE © before the League is Struck : but no Doubt- 
| ' ings, or Jealouties after. ?Tis: a; prepoſte- 
rous weakneſs to Love a Man before we' 
Know him,” and not to Care.for-him after. 
It requires Time; ; to conſider of a Friend- 
ſhip; but, the Reſolution once taken, -En- 
titles him to my very Heart; look upon my 
thoughts to be as ſafe in-lis Breaſt, as in my | 
Own ; I ſhall, without any Scruple, make 
him the Confident of my moſt Secret Cares, 
and Counſels. It.goes a great way toward 
the Making of a Man Faithful, to let him 
underſtand, that you Think him fo.; and he 
that does but ſo much as Suſpect that I will 
Deceive him, gives me a kind of Right to 
Cozen him. When I am with my Friend, 
methinks I am alone, and as much at Liber= 
ty to Speak any thing as to Think it; And 
as-our Hearts are One, ſo muſt be onr In- 
tereſts, and: Convenience : For Friendſhip 
lays all things in Common, and. nothing 
can be Good to the One, that is IIl to the, 
Other. I do not ſpeak of ſuch a Community: 
as to deſtroy one anothers Propriety ; but 
as the Father, and the Mother. have two 
Children, not one a-piece, but each: of 
them Two. - | 

BUT, let us havea Care above all things, 
that our Kindneſs * be rightly faunded ; * 4 &e: 
for, where there is any other Invitation to.55:-4.. . 
Friendſhip, than the Friendſhipit felf, that /z;p, * 
Friendſkip-will be Bought; and, Sold. He 


dero- 
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* » 
X & _ E 
eee eee ee i Re ee a eras ail. os. on 


tetopates feoiti the Mijelty ty” of it, that 


ribs bt orfly Gependent upon Good For. Ys: 


tithe. It is /a Narrow Comideration for 4 © 


Mith to pleaſe himſelf invzhe thought of s 
Friefid, heckuife, ſays he,” 7 ſhall bave one ro 

th me, whin 7 am Sick, in Priſon, or mn 
Wir. A Brave Man ſhould rather take de- 
Ii#ht in 'the Contemplation of Doing the 
Rime Offices for atiother. He that loves 4 
Man for his '6wn Sake, is in'an Error: A 
Frietidfilipofiritereſt catinot laſt any longer 
thiti the Trtereft it ſelf; atxd this isthe Rea< 
fon that Meti in Proſperity are ſo mich fol- 
id ; "nd when a Man gocs down the 
Wirtd; [tho body comes near him. Tempo- 
tary Friehds will never ſtand the Teft. One 
Man is forfiken for Fear or Profit; Another 
is'Betriy*d: *Tisa Negotiation,not aFriend- 
fhip, thi has/an Eye to Advaiitages : only 
through the 'Corruption of Times, that 
which was forinerly a Friendſhip, is now 
Keeome's Defign upon a Booty ; Alter your 
Teſtwment, #nd you loſe your Friend; But, 
my End of Friendſhip, is to have one dearer. 
to me than my Rf; and for the faving of 
whoſe Life,I would chearfally ay down my 
' Own : taking this along with me ; that on- 
ly Wiſe Men can be Friends; Others are 
but Companions ; and that there's a great 
Difference aMo betwixt Love and Friend- 
ſhip; The'\One may ſometime do us Hurt ; 


the Other always 'do&s us Good; for one 


L. kd "Eh xi. "fk ey 
y i be -"Wherths Go dtoi, and I 
wohAes tis 16 the Onick 


Fitd the Man we [ores be Reta vari 
4 we wiſh. 


IT i uſavl with Princes to Reprotht te 
Sn O by Contntetting the hag atid thFg 1 


ople for ſpeaking 1 

bing Whom Ne Aby is tto longer any D 2: 
of Hearing it. This was Auguſtus 

He was forc'd to Baniſh his |< e Tulia, 
for her Common, and Proſtituted Impu- 
dence ; and ſtill, upon Freſh res mmm 
he was often heard to ſay ; 1f Agrippa, 
Mecznas had been now alive, this wo Dad 
have been. But yet where the Fault lay, 
may bea Queſtion ; for perchance it was his 
Own, that had rather complain for - the 
Want of them, than ſeek for Others. as 
Good. The Roman Loſſes by War, and by 
Fire, Auguſtus could quickly Supply, and 
Repair ; but for the Loſs of Two Friends, 
he lamented his whole Life after. Xerxes 


(a Vain,and a Fooliſh Prince) when he made - 


War upon Greece, One told him, *Twould 
never come to a Battel, Another, That he 
would fon, onl =_ Cities, and Countries, 


gr! o much as ſtand the v 
ahe bg po —_ | Others ooth'd him in 


the Opinion of his Prodigious Numbers ; and 
they all concurred to puff him up to his de- 
ſtrugion. Only Demarars advis'd him, not 
to depend too much upon his Numbers, _ 


ld 
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Friend is - ; 


Fs pE x E c. F- Chap.) vn Is. 
he would rather find thema. Burthen to him * 
than an Advantage : And that 30o Men in # 
the Straits of the Mountains, would. be - 
ſufficient to give a Check to his whole Ar- 
my :. and that ſuch an Accident would yn- 
doubtedly turn his Vaſt Numbers to. his 
. Confuſion. It fell out afterward as he fore- 
told, and he had Thanks for his Fidelity. 
.A Miſerable Prince, that among ſo many 
Thouſand Subjects, had but one Servant to 
tell him Truth ! 


i 


Y 


4.4 Or FIEe" 


He thad wands be Heqpy, muſt taken de 
oquane of..bi Time,- 


N the diftriburion of Hiimane Life, we 
find; that a great part of it paſſeth away 
in Evil-doing ; A greater yet, in doing juſt 
Nothing at all ;, and effeRtually, the whole, 
in doing; things beſide or Buſineſs. 
hours we beſtow upon:Ceremony, gl yorr Ser= 
vile - Atteindances ; Some -upon our Plea« 
ſires, 'and ''the Remainder runs at Waſte. 
What 'a deal of Time is it that we ſpend 
in Hopes, and Fears ; Love, and Revenge z 
in Balls, 'Treats, making of Intereſts ; Su- 
ing for- Offices, Soliciting' of Cauſes, and 
Slaviſh Flatteries ? "The ſhortneſs of Life, 
I know,jis the Common Complaint both of - 
Fools, ' and::Philtoſophers ; as if the Time 
we have, were not ſufficient for our duties 
But *ris with our Lives, as with our Eſtates, 
a good: Husband makes a Little go a great 
way ; whereas let the Revenue of a Prince 
fall j into the Hands of a Pradigal, "tis gone 
in a moment.. So that the' Time allotted 
+ Vs, if it were well employ*d, were abun- 
dantly. to anſwer all. the Ends, and 
Purpoſes of Mankind. - But, we —_— 
it Sn in _ Drink; Sleep, :Luxury, 
1 Ambi- 


C8 


. 


"Bj # © EC Obapy. 
| Ambition; fawning Addreſſes, Envy, + 
Rambling Voyages z Impertinent Studies, 80 
Ehange of Councets, and the like ; and WE 
when our Portiap is ſpent, we find the 
want of it, thoaugh we gave no heed to it 
in the Paſſage :- Inſomuch, that we have ra- 
ther Aſade our Life Short, that Fownd it {o, 
You ſhall have ſome People” perpetually 
playing with their Fingers, Whiſtling, 
| os and: i Talking to. themſelves ; 
3 v84 Others conſume their days inthe:Com- 
F | poſing, Hearing, or Reciting bf Songs, 
þ | _—_ How many Precions Mor- 
Nings do we ſpend in Conſultation with 
Baebers, Taylars; and Tire-Women, Pat- 
ching, and Painting, betwixt 'the: Comb, 
a4g.'the Glaſs? ; A Connfel muſt;be,cail'd 
bpan every Hair we cut, and! orie Curle @ 
[oſs is AS/much as a Bodies Life: is. worth, 
he truth is, we are more ſolliditous about 
pur Drefs, than onr Manners, 'andabout 
#he.Order of our Perriwigs, than that of 
Yheo!Government. )At this rate, let us but 
giſrount,, out of a_Life of  a' Hundred. 


” " 
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mours, Domeſtick Brawls, Sauntrings up 
and down to -no-purpoſe ; Diſeaſes that 
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is 
a4 


s " outany thought of Humane;Frailty ; when 


o 
4 


3 yet the very Moment we beſtow upon this 
F= Man, or Thing, may peradyenture beour 


laſt. Buti the greataſt,Loſs- of... Time, is 
Delay, and Expectation,, which :depends 
upon the; Future. Wwe let: g0 the Preſent, 
which we have in, our .own-, Power, we 
look forward to that which Hlepends pon 
Forte, and {© quit a Certainty for -an 
Uncertainty, We ſhould do; by :T1me, 2s 
we do by a Torrent, make Uſe of it while 
we may have.-it, for it-will not laſt aþ- 
MAS lil fn ne dive an 
-; F HE;Calamities: of Hymane. Nature, 
may be Divided into ? the: Fear of Dearh, * A 
and - the - Miſeries, and; -Errars” of ' Life. Happy _ 
Andit is the great Work..of Mankind,:to whom Life 
Maſter the One, and-te Refifie: the: Q- is bkſome, 
ther :  Ang-ſo to Live, as-neither to. make 77 _—_ 
Life 'Irkſame to us, nor Death Terrible. *©7**** 
It ſhould-be our Care; before- we are Old; 
to Live Well, and when we:are ſo, to Dyt 
well; thatwe may expect our-.End with» 
out Sadneſs: - For it is the Duty of Life to 
Prepare pur: ſelves for ; Neath z and there 
1s. nota, hour we Live, that does not 
Mind us of our Mortality ; Time Runs on, 
nd all. things: have. their Fate, though it 
es in the Dark: The Period is Certain 
to Netpre, -dut, "What am 1-the better for 
Ks tf3$;be-not; fo to-mEF+ We propound 
Travelsy, Azms, Adventures, without ever 
eaſing: ahat, Death lies in: the way 3 


rae nora Know how | 
elit & 2 Near «21d 
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be tokethe > Blindneſs of Humane Folly, in taking 


our For- Yr 
runes thay Fonſes, and our Money, than: 'we do of 
of ow our Lives z Every Body breaksin upon the 
Lrvres, | F___ 


' Near it is ;'buv we are” all of ns 'Apreed, 8 
- that the Dectee is Unchangeable:'Why M7- 
"Atould we wonder, to . have- That be- W- 
fall 'vs to Day,which might have hap-' 
pen'd to 'vs' ary Minnte ſince 'we were 
Born ? Let us therefore. Live-as if every 
Moment were to be our Laſt; and fet our 
Kecompts 'Right, every day that' paſſes 
'over our Heads! We are not Ready for 
'Death, and therefore we Fear it, becauſe 
we do not know what will becorhe of tis 
when we are:gone; and that-Conſideration 
ſtrikes us with an Inexplicable Terrot, 
The way' to:avoid” this DiftraQtion, is to 
contra&'our Buſineſs, and our Thoughts: 
when the Mind 1s once fetled ;- a Day, of 
- an-Age is all One to ns, and the Series of 
Time, which'is now our Trouble, will be 
| then our Delight: For he-that is 'Steadily | 
reſolv*d againſt all Uncertainties,” ſhall ne- 
ver be ditturÞ*d with the Variety of thenl. 
Let us make haſte therefore to Live, ſince 
every day toa Wiſe Man is a New Life: 
For, he has done his buſineſs :the' Day be 
fore, and fo prepar'd himfelf for the next, 
that if it be not his Laſt, he knows'yet that 
it might have been ſo. No Man' enjoys the 
true Taſte of Life, but he that is willing, 
and Ready to Quit: it. O14 

THE Wit of Mart is not able to Expreſs 


ſo much more. 'Care of our Fortunes, out 
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One, Gratis, but we betake'our ſelves to 

Fire, - and Sword, if any Man invades the” 
Other. ' There's no dividing, in the Caſe: 
of Patrimony, but People ſhare our Time 
with us at: Pleaſure: 60 Profuſe are we of 


 thatonly thing, whereof we may be Ho-- 


neſtly.Covetous. ?Tis: a:Common Practice 
to askan Houror two ofa Friend, for ſuch, 
or ſuch a buſineſs, and it is as cafily gran-' 
ted ; both Parties only-conſidering the Oc- | 
caſion,' and not the thang it ſelf. They 

never put Time to Accodmpt,-/ which is the 
moſt Valuable of all precious things ; but: 
becauſe they do not ſee it, they reckon 


, upon..it as Nothing z and yet theſe Eaſy 


Men when they come toDye; would give the 
whole World for thoſe hours again, which 
they 1o Inconſiderately: caſt away before ; 


| but there's no recovering of them. If 


they conld ' number their. Days that are yes 
to Come, as they can thoſe that are alrea- 


_ dy Paſt,, How would thoſe very People 


tremble 'at the Apprehenſion of Death, 
though a a year hence, that never 

;hink of it at preſent, though 
they know not but it may take them away 


' the next Immediate Minute ? ?*Tis an 


uſual ſaying, F would give my Life for ſuch 
or ſuch a Friend, when at the ſame time 
we Dogive it, without ſo much as think- 
ing of it: Nay, when that Friend is ne- 
ver the better for it, and we our ſelves tlie 
worſe. Our Time is fet, and Day and 
Night we Travel o > there's no ——_ 
, 3 : 


Is. 


$: & Hoke 'A "awy pro 
bythe: way; and?tisnot in the Power 'of 4 £ 
exther./ Prinice,/ '6r People to -prolong. it." * 
Sickis the Love of Life; thar-even hoſe 
Decrepit; Dotards that have loft: the Uſe 
of it; will yet: beg the Continnance- of it, 
and {make themſelves Younger then they: 
are, as if: they: could conzen even Fare it 
ſelf. When they falb Sick, what promiſes 
of Amendmeat-if they eſcape that: Bout ? 
What Exclaniations againft the Volly of 
their Miſ-ſpenti Fume! And. yet; if, they 
Recover, they, Relapſe. No 'Man' takes 
Care .to Live Well, . but Long, when yet 
It 3s in every: Bodies Power to do_the. For- 
mer,and in no Man's to do the Latter. We 
cotiſume dar Lives, in' providing the very 
Inſtrements 'of Life,” and govern our felves 
{till with a Regard tothe Futore; Sd that 
we do not Properly Live, but we are about 
to Live. How:«great a ſhame is:it, to be 
laying new + Foundations of Life, at our 
laſt Gaſp'; and for an Old Man; (that can 
only prove his Age by his: Beard Y with 
one Foot in the Grave, to: go to Schogſ 
again? While we are Young, we may 
Eearn : Our Minds are Trattable, and 
our Bodies fit for Labour, and Study ; 
but when Agecomes On, weare feiz'd with 
Eanguor, and Sloth, afflited with Diſea- 
ſes, 'and at laſt we leave the World as Ig- 
norant as we came into it 3. Only we Dye 
worſe than we were Born; which is none 
of Nature's Fault, but Ours; for our Fears, 
Suſpicions,Perfidy,© Ze. are from our _ 
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Eywilh withaJ-ary Soul, that: bad thivughs 
my Engt cner : but 'I-mauſt: make | 'theſt 
more Haſtengiy, and Spurr di, like thoſe: 
that ſer; ont Late upon a: Journey 3. It wilb 
be-better: to: Learn Late then not at all; 
though it, be but only to inftru@ me, tow | 
Lmay leaye the Stage with Honour, 14 
FR the Hb ors of re © Times Time Br 
reſent, Pafry and to Come." What we Dogſent, Poft, 
is Sbort:z1 what» we Shall do, 'is Dowbtfulltisff #0 come, 


but, what we!Heve done,! is: Certain; and} 


ant of the Pawer of Fortune. The Paſſage 
of Time is wonderfully quick; anda Man' 
muſt-look Backward to ſet it2 'and its that. 
Retro-ſfpeQ;, he chas all paſt 'Agesat a View;/ 
but: the /Prefent;.gives us: the' ſlip Unper= 
ceiv*d. ?Tis but a Moment that we Live; 
and yet we are Dividing it into  Childbdod, + 
Youth, Maps Eſtate, and Old Age, alt whit 
Degrees we bring into that narrow Cots . 
paſs. 'If we do not watch, .we loſe our. _ 
Opportunities z if we do: nat make Haſte, 
we are left behind 3 Our-Beſb hours ſcape! - 
ns, the Worft are to come The Purefſ 
part of our Life runs Firſt; and \teaves on- 
ly the 'Dregs-4t the Bottom: And That 
Fime, which is good for nothing elſe, we dt= 
dicate to Virtue ;, and anly propound to Be» 
ginto Live, at an Age that very few Peo- 
ple arrive” at-: Whiat greater Folly caty 
there be ih the World, than this Loſs of 
Time, the Future being fo Uncertain, - an@ 
the Damages fo Irreparable? If Deith 
be Neceſſary, why ſhould any Man Fear it ? 

| T 4 And 


.; Another, and/\we- do us 
'qQne Grain produces more. //We'are not to. 
"'Philoſophize ;when. we have:nothing' elſe: 
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And if the Time of .it be Uncerttin, 0 


ſhould we not always Expe&t it? We fock 4 F 
; therefore Firſt Pre 


re Our. ſelves by a Vir 
wous Life, a the dread 'of an Inevi- 
table Death: \And it is not' for us to- put! 
off. being” Good, till fuch,! of fiich a Buſi- 
neſs is Over; for-:One buſineſs draws on 
as "Sow it ; 


to: do, but. "to: attend 'Wiſdom, : even. to 


thenegle of all things elſe, for we are ſo 


far from having; time .to- Ipare,-:that the 
Age of the World-would be yet too narrow 
for the work 'we. have to-doz -nor is it 
enough' not! to/Omit it, but: we muſt 116e 
{ much as Intermit it. : 


«We c«» _-THERE is nothing that we can 4 | pr6s 


_ 
thing 
4s 
our Time. 


perly call our. Own, but our. Time, and 
yet every. Body fools us qutiof it, that has 
a::mind to't. ,If a Man borrows a Paltry 
Sum of Money;):there muſt be Bonds, and 
Securities, and every Common Civility is 
preſently charg*d upon Accompt : But, he 
that has my''Time, thinks he.owes me no« 
_— for*t, though it be a Debt, that Gras 
it {lf can. never repay. | I cannot 
ll any\ Man ' Poor, that has enough yet 
left,;; be it never ſo Little : ?Tis good Ad- 
vice yet to thoſe that have the: World be- 
fare. them,! to;;play the Good [Hasbands 
herimes;. for.?tis-too late to ſpare at the 
Bottom, when all is drawn out to the: Lees. 
Be: wh takes away a Vn from me, takes 
he. 1, away 
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"WE - © away what he can never” reſtort me: © Kit 

*- + our 'Time is cither 'Forc'd away from 'us;; 
' of Stoln from ns, or Loft : 'of which, the 


taſt is the Fouleſt-- Miſcarriage. -''It is in 


| Etſe, as ina Journey; a Book, or i? Com- 


panion, brings” us'to our Lodging before 
we thought we were half way. ' Upon the 
whole Matter,' we conſume our' ſelves ofie 


upon another, without any Regard at all to 


our own Particular. 1 donot ſpeak of ſuch 
as' live in Notorious Scandal, 'but even 
they themſelves, whom the World ' pro- 
nounces happy, are ſmother*d in their Fe- 


' Iicities ; Servants to their Profeſſions, and 


Clients, and droww'd in their, Luſts. We 


_ are apt to complain of the Haughtineſs of 


Great Men, when yet there is hardly ' any 
of them all ſo proud, but that at ſonic time 
or other a'Man may yet have Acceſs to 
him;: and perhaps a good Word;' or Look 
into the Bargain. ' Why do we" ot! rather* 
Compldin of Our fetves, for ' being! of all 
others, even to-our'ſelves, the moſt Deaf, 
and Inacceſlible.'' * / A 23 f £ 
- COMPANY, and Buſineſs, are great 
* Devourers 'of Time, and our. *Vices de- e 
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ſtroy our Lives, as well as our Fortunes. wy 
The Preſent is but a Moment, and perpe- ant 
tually in Flux ; the Time paſt we call to 
mind when we pleaſe, and it will abide the Time. 


Examination and Inſpe&tion. But, the Bu- 
ſy. Man has not Leiſure to look Back ; or 
if he has, *tis an Unpleaſant thing to re- 
flet upon a Life to be repented of : Where- 

= a5 


elicity; neva; to. be difturÞ'd,- or takeft $6 
way: But he that has/led a wicked Lift;"lig 


_ afraid of. his own Memory, and in the Req * 
view of . himſelf he. finds, only Appetitey 
Avarice,' or Ambition; ipftead of- Vittue. 
But ſtill te that is not at)leifure many times 
to Live, mult ;; when his:Fate comes; whe- 
ther he will-or.no, be at-koefure to: Dyco 
Alaſs ! Whnt: is Time»te Eternity 7: ithe 
Age of a; May, to the Age ob the WorldÞ 
And hoy much of this Liggle-do, we ſpend: 
in Fears, Aftzicties, Tears; ; Ghildhogd 3: 
nay, wei fleep: away 'the one half. How 
great & Pats: of it-runs awdy in Luxury;,and; 
Exceſs 5 tht Ranging of our Gueſts, -ouDd 
Seryantsg;andour Diſhes 3-:As if we wete 
to Eat, and Drink; not; for Satiety, but 
Ambitien,'::Dbe' Nights- may , well. ſeerin! 
ſhort that are ſo.dear baoght;,and beſtow?d; 
upoſt Wines and Women the Day is: 4oſÞ 
in Expegtation of the:::ditght; andthe 

ight in the Apprehenſion.-of the Mor-: 

ning- There, Ba Terror in -= very Plea- 
-, Juresz aud This vexatioug Thought in the 


very height. of them, that They will not Laff 
always : Which is a Canker in the Delights; 
even of the Greateſt, andthe nioſt Fartu-1 
nate of Mes, | | 
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H ! the Bleflings of Privacy, 4h. Lei-" 
f.: ſure! the! Yi of the Po Rds | 
Eminent, but the-Privilege only,of It - 
ors «For it is They alone tht Liye to, 
mfelyes : Nay, the very Thought, ani | 
Hope of it, is a Eonfalation, even in” the 
middle of all the ,Tumults, and Hazards, 
that attend Greatneſs; It was Auguſt his 
Prayer that he might live to Retire, op 
deliver himſelf from Publick Buſineſs -. His 
Diſcourſes were ſtill. pointing that, way, 
and-the higheſt Felicity which this Mighty 
Prince had in Proſpe4, was the divyeltin 
hunfelf:of that. Jlluſtrious State, which,. 
how Glorious ſoeyer in. ſhew, had, at the 
Bottom of it only Anxiety and Care. But, 
it iS One thing to Retire for Pleaſure, an 
another thing for Virtue : which muſt be 
Attive, even in that Retreat, and giyg 
Proof of what it has learn?d ; for a Good, 
and a Wiſe Man does in Privacy conſult the 
well-being of Poſterity. Zeno, and Chry- 
ſippns did greater things in their Studies, 
than if they had led Armies, born Offices, 
or given Laws ; which in truth they did, 
| nat 


* 


S.E N E Ci. Chap. XX. 
not to one City alone, but to all Mankind : 
their Quiet contribute more to the Com- 
mon Benefit, than the Sweat and Labour 
of other People. + That Retreat is not 
worth the while, which does not afford a 
Nan, Greater, and Nobler Work then Bu- 
ſineſs. There's no laviſh Attendance up- 
on great Officers ; no Canvaſling for Pla- 
ces, ao making of Parties ; no Diſappoint- 
 ryents. in my Pretenſion to This rge, 
to that Regiment z or to ſach, or ſuck a 
Title ; nd Envy of any Man's Favour, or 
Fortune: but a Calm Enjoyment of the 
General Bounties of Providence, in Com- 
paiſy with a good Confcience. A Wiſe 
Man is never ſo buſy,” as in the Solitary 
Contemplation of God, and the Works of 
Nature, 'He withdraws himſelf to attend 
the ſervice of Future Apes. and thoſe 
Counſels which he fintls Gintary to him- 
flf, he commits to Writing, for the Good 
of After-times, as we'do the Receipts of 
Sovereign Antidotes; 'or Balſanis. He that 
is well employ'd in his'Study, though he 
may ſeem to do nothing at all, does the 
grouen things yet of all others, in Aﬀairs 

th Humane and Divine. To ſupply a 
Friend with a Sum of Money, or give my 
Voice for an Office, theſe are only Private, 
and Particular Obligations 5 but he that 
lays down Precepts for the Governing of 
our Lives, and the moderating of our Paſ- 
ſions, obliges Humane Nature, not only in 
the Preſent, but in all ſucceeding Genera 
tions. _ * - HE 
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Ebef' XX. 'OFa"Hifp Tife. 
* ' HE''that wotld be'ar quiet, let him re- 
pat ro His * Philoſophy, a Study, that has 


quence of the Bax,” 6? "Wharſoever 'elſe' ad- 

ſſes to the- People," is never without 
Enemies : But Philoſophy minds'its own 
Bufineſs,and even the worſt have.an Eſteem 
for*t. There can never be fach a Conſpi- 
racy againſt Virtue z - the World can never 
be fo wicked, but the very Name of a [Phi- 
loſopher ſhall ſill continue Venevable; and 


Sacr&d. And yet Philoſophy it ſelf: muſt - 


be handled Modeſtly, 'and with. /Caution. 
But what ſhall we ſay of Caro then: for: his 
medling in the BroylV of a Civil "War, and 
Interpoſing hinifelf in the Qnarrel berwixt 
two etirdg'd Princes ? He, that when Rome 
was ſplit into Two FatHons, — 
and Ceſar, declar'd- himſelf again 

I ſpeak this of Caro's laſt Part, for . i his 
Former time the Common-wealth:'was 


made unfit for a Wiſe Man's Adminiſtra- 


tion. All he conld 'do then, was bat Baw- 


ling ;' and Beating'of the Ayre; One while * | 


he was Lug'd, and Tumbled by the Rabble, 
Spit upon, and Drag*d out- of the Forian, 
and then again harry*d our of the: Senate=- 
houſe to Priſon. There are ſome : things 


which we propound Originally,-and others 


that fall inas Acceſſory to another Propo- 
fition. -If a Wiſe Man Retire; *tis'no mat- 
ter whether. he does it, becauſe the- Com- 
mon-wealth was: wanting to Him, or. be- 
cauſc He was wantipg'to it. But, to what 
Eo 


:redit- with all' ſorfs of enter twef ns wa 3 
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deſty. 
thatiſacks i 


Republick I 9. mrs grant 


Soeretes, $44 
demw'd; and. vhou wp fied yl 
he fliduldbeve; been Gandemn'd. too ;. and 


where N iwtue Was 0 d.by Envy-; Not 


to Cartlioge, whereghexe was nothing but 
/Tytidny, injuſtice, Qraglty, and Jograti- 
4nde.) There is/ ſcar apy Government 
be found, that will; eigher ,epdure a, Wi 
Man, ae which a Wiſp! Man will endure ;: 
So:thit: Privacy: is taade necellary, becauſe 
theonly thing; which is Better, js-ng: where 
tobekal A. Man:may commend Navigar 
tion,oand yes Cantinnyus againſt thoſe, Seas 
bhat .ace\/Tiioubleſome;, aud Dangerous; 
$i that! lis does 45 gaod! 25s command - mag 
not toweigh. Anchar, that commends Say; 
ting only upon theſe. Terms, . He that is a 
—_ th: Bubneſa, Is thewoſt wretched of 
VIS. 
2: Bus: how: ſhall I-get wy. ſelf & Libertyy 


b Liberty i5->hWecan'runany hazzards fon Money; take 
8 be Pur- 
chai'd at 
any Rate. 


any:pains for: Honounz And why do we not 
verirare famething. alſo for Leiſure, and 
Freedom? without which: we muſt expet 
toilive and dye in a Tamult: For, fo long 
«-wedive' in Publick;- Buſineſs breaks in 
$;'aS One - Biflow drives on another; 
and there's. no avoiding it, with either Mo- 
or It is-a kind of Whirlpoal, 
In, and he can never diſ- 
engage: A Manof Buſineſs cannot 
C— Live, and not. one.,of 8 


houfand : underſtands  haw t0.d0:$4 #08 


how 


oa - | p:XYX. :.Of 1Happy fe. 

how to-Livg, and how 19 Dye, is the'Leſ- 
Ian every moment of our-[Lives|:, All 
_—_— have thejs;Mafters..4 As & Bute 
js always a Miſcrable Life, is it the 
upon Qrher people's Rufwef , For 
t9:5leep, 20 Eag, to/Nriak at. their -hourg; 
 19-walk their Pace, and 19 Love, and Hate, 
45; they do, js. $he_vileſt of; Srryitudes. 
Now: though Buſineſs muſt be-quirzed, lec 
a 29: be. Unſeaſongbly 5 the longer 
we defer it, the moxe, we endanger-opr Li- 
berty'; and yet | we muſt no more Fly be- 
fore the Time; than Linger when'the Time 
fomes + Or however, we muſt not love Bu- 
ſineſs for Buſineſs fake 3 nor-indecd do wa, 
but for the Profit that goes along with it = 

| For weLovethe Reward of Miſery;thou 

we Hate the Miſery it ſelf. Many Peop 
Lkanw, ſeek Buſines without Chuſing ir, 
and they arec*en weary of their Lives with- 
90s it. for want of Entertaiament in their 
omn Thoughts : The Hours are Long,and 
Hetefad to them when they are Alone, and 
they ſeem as ſhort on the other ſide in their 
Debanches. When they are no longer Can 
didates they are Swffragams : When they 
give oyer Other peoples Buſineſs, they do 
ther Own; and pretend Bufinebs, byt they 
make: it, and value themſclyes upon being 
thought Men of Employment. ' Liberty is 
| the thing which they, are perpetuglly a wi- 
and never c£ameto Qbtain:: A thing 
a be Bought; nor So03:h0t aan 
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af _ on Rich 
-? Or ſpread the 
where no body was to 
take notico of it ? If it were 'not for Ad- 
3and Spectators, there would be no6 
Tempritions to Exceſs ; the very —_— 
of us-froth Expoſing them, Cures” us 
Deſiring them, for Vanity and Intempe- 
Trance are fed with Oſtentation. 
' He that has liv*d at'Sea in a Storm, let 
e Several him © Retire, and Dye in the Haven : But 
People Jet his" Retreat, be without Oſtentation, 
| Jn fon and wherein he may enjoy himſelf with a 
good Conſcience, without the Want, the 
Fear, the Hatred, or- the Deſire of any 
thing : 'Not out of a Malevolent Deceſts. 
tion of Mankind, but for Satisfaction, and 
Repoſe. ' He that ſhuns both Buſineſs, ard 
Men, either ont of Envy, or any* 
Diſconteat , his Retreat is but to the Life 
of a Mole: Nor does he Live to Himſelf, 
as a Wiſe' Man does, but-to his Bed; his 
Belly,” and his Luſts. Many People ſeen 
to Retire out of a wearineſs of Publick 
Aﬀaits, and the Trouble'of Diſappoint- 


even 


ones 5 and yet Ambition finds them ont | 
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_ eveninthatReceG; into which, Fees and 
does 


Wearineſs;/ had caſt them; and :to.,dae 
Luxury,Pride, and mol} of the Diſtempers 
of a-Publick- Life. - There are. many;rhat 
Lye Clo{t; not, that they: may: Live Secursr 
ly, but-thatthey may Franfgreſs more Pri. 
vately/y1ti;is-4heir Conſcience, not their 


' State; :bhat: makes: theny-koep a Porter, for 


they live-at:-Gch a Rates that to be ſeen, he- 
fore they be.aware, 'is.4q be deteCted. Crar 
res faw a.young Man. Walking by himſelf; 
Have \ a> Geres, ſays he,; of Lewd Company, 
Same - Men'axe-Buſie in Idlene6, and make 
Peace: more. Laborious: and. I roublefame 
than War ;/Nay, and--more Wicked taq 

when they: baſtow-it upar fuch Luſts, and 


other Vices, Which -eyen the Licence -of;a 


Military Life would not-endure. We cans 
not call theſe People men. -of. Leiſure, that, 
are wholly taken up with, their Pleaſures. 
A Troubleſome Life is much tq be preferr's 
before:a flothful one, and it is a Strange 
thivg thethinks, that any Man ſhould fear 
Deaths that: has bury'd himſelf alive; as 
Privacy;; without Letters, 15 but the, Bury- 
ing of a Man Quick. | | 

- THERE: are ſome that make a Baaſt of 


' their 4 Recreat,: which is but. a kind of La-d Some: 
zy Ambition: They Retire,to make- People wth be” 
talk of Then, whercas.L would rather with, 2% 


draw | to: ſpeak with my ' Self. And what - 
all that:he, but that which we are apt.tq 
ſpeak one of another ? 1 will ſpeak LI of 
my Self; I will Examine, Accule, and, Pu- 
oh u "i 
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niſh my Infirmities: I bave no deſign ta 
be cry'd vp for a Great Man, that has re- 
nounc'd the World, in a Contempt of the 
Vanity, and” Madneſs of Humane Life ; I 
blame no body but my Self, and I addreſs 
only to my ſelf. He that comes to me for 
help, is Miſtaken, for I am not a- Phyſician 
but a Patient : And I ſhall be welt enough 
content to have it ſaid, when” any Man 
leaves me, 1 rook bim for a Happy, and a 
Learned Man, and truly I find no ſuch mat- 
ter, I had rather have my' retreat Par- 
don'd, than Enyy'd. There are ſome Crea- 
tures that Confound their Footing about 
their Dens,that they may not be found out 
and ſo ſhould a Wiſe Man in the Caſe of 
his Retirement: When the Door is open, 
the Thief paſſes it by, as not worth his 
while; but, when 'tis Bolted, and Seal'd, 
'tis a Temptation for People to be prying. 
To have it ſaid, That ſuch a one #5 never 
out of his Study ; and ſees no Body, &C. this 
Furniſhes Matter for Diſcourſe. He that 
makes his Retirement too Stri&t, and Se- 
vere, does as good as Call Company to 
take Notice of it. 
EVERY Man knows his own Conſtitu- 
« Philoſophy £10N- One © Eaſes his Stomach by Vomit, 
requires Another ſupports it with good Nouriſh- 
Privacy, ment : he that has the Gout forbears Wine, 
_ Free- 3nd Bathing , and every Man applies to the 
Part that is moſt Infirm. He that ſhewsa 
Gouty Foot, A Lame Hand, or Contrafted 
Nerves, ſhall be permitted to lie ſtill, = 
atten 
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attend his Cure. And why not ſo in the 
Vices of his Mind? We maft difcharge all 
Impediments,--and make way for Philoſo- 
phy, as a Study Inconſiſtent with Common 
Buſineſs: To all other things. we muſt de- 
ny our ſelves openly, and frankly : When 
we are Sick, we refuſe Viſits, keep our 
ſelves Cloſe, and lay aſide all Publick Cares; 
and ſhall we not do-as much when we Phils- 
ſophize ? Bulineſs is 'the Drudgery of the 

orld, and only fit for Slaves, but Con- 
templation is the Work'of WiſeMen. Not 
bat that Solitude, and Company may be 
allowd to take their Turns :'-the One 
Creates in us the Love of: Mankind, the 
Other, That- of our ſelves :- Solitude Re- 
lieves us when we are Sick of Company; 
and Converſation, when we-are weary of 
being 'Alone';z fo that the One Cures the 
Other. There*4s n0-2Aan, in fine, Jo miſera- 
ble; as he that's at -a loſs how ro ſpend his 
Time. He 'is' Reſtleſs in his T houghts ; 
unſteady in his Counſels ; Diſſatisfy'd with 
the © Preſent ; Sollicitous for the- Future ; 
whereas he that prudently computes his 
Hours and his Buſineſs, does not only for- 
tifie himſelf againſt the Common Accidents 
of Life, but improves the moſt Rigorous 
Diſpenſations of Providence to his Com- 
fort ; and ſtands Firm under all the Tryals 
of Humane weakneſs. 
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T 18-2 hard, Taxk to Naier the Natural 
Defire of Life, by 2:Philoſophical Cony 
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cruſh an 198. 8Na2ſrWas: OG UP Wit 
us. fronj;0 ir Grades, vv What help?; What 
Encquragement. # What ſhall we fay. to. Huy 
mane Frailty,: to caxry; 6 Feaxleſs through 
the Furycof Flames, end-upen the Points of 
Swords? What, Rhetorjek: hall " ule. 0 
begerth thoUniyerſal Conſenigf People 
 daoggrofts: an-Errob? i The: Captinus, 
per eSubtilties af the Schopls wall 
da the; Work':,; Thry:iſpeak many 
| ſhvirp things? but. utterly-unngceſlary, and 
: yaid )off effi... The truth of it is, they 
: is but. 'one Chain that holds:3ll the Wark 
in Boridage,: _ that's: the Love. of life: 
It:-is nat, that. I propound-the making of 
Deach:16:Indafferent to. us, as, it is whethes 
a Man's Hairs.be Even, ot Odd-: For-what 
with Sefiove., and an lnplanted Dehrs 
in every thing of Preſerving jt ſelf, way 
long Acquaintance betwixt the Soul, an 
Body ; Friends may be loth to part, and 


Death? may” carry an -Appearance of Evil, 
though 
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though in-rruth it is it ſelf. no Evil at all. 
Beſide that, we-are to go to a ſtrange Place, 
in. the - Dzrk, and 'under great :Uncertain- 
ties of our” Future State: ; So-;that People 
Die in Terror., becauſe they do;net know 


whither: they. are to go, 'and:they are apt - 


to-Fanſie the.worlt of what they do not 
anderftand = and. theſe” thoughts indeed are 
enough -to ftartle-a Man' vt. great Reſoln- 
tion,. withobt: a: wonderful; Support. from 
Above. "And: moreover obr Natural Scri- 
ples,- and infermitties' are -afliſted by -the 


| Wits, and Fancies of all Ages, in their 


Infamous, and:Horrid Deſcriptions of ano- 
ther 'World : *Nay, taking it-'for granted, 
that there will | be a Reward and Punifh- 
metit, they are yet more afraid -of an Anni- 
hilation, than of Hell it ſelf. 

BUT, . What is at we fear ? Oh ! *Tis a 
rerrible thing-ro:Die. But, is it not better 


Once to ſuffer it, ® than always to Fear it? a'7is aFo!- 
the Earth it ſelf fuffers both With me, and 5 #9 Fear 
Before me. 'How many Iſlands are ſwat 24% 


low'd up.in'the Sea? How many Towts 
do we Sail over ? Nay, 'How. many Na- 


tions are wholly Loſt, eitheriby Inundati-... 


ons, or Earthquakes ?. And, Shall 1-be-a--: 
fraid of my little Body? Why ſhould 1, 
that am ſure to Die, and: that all other 
things are Mortal, be fearful of coming; to 
my laft Gafp my Self? It-is the Fear of 
Death that makes us Bafe, and troubles, 


and'ideſtroys the 'Life that we-would prt> 


ſrve: That Aggravates all Circumſtances, 
U 3 | and 
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and makes them Formidable. We depend 


-but upon a Flying Moment. . Die we myſt ; 


but When? What's that to us; It is the 
Law of Nature ; the Tribute of Mortals, 
and the Remedy of all evils. ?Tis only the 


Diſguiſe that affrights us ; as Children that 


are Terrify'd with a Vizor. . Take away 
the Inſtruments of Death, the. Eire, the 
Axe , the- Guards , the Executioners, the 


Whips, and the Racks : take away the. 


Pomp, I'fay, and the Circumſtances + that 
accompany It, and Death is no more than 
what my Slave yeſterday Contemn*d : The 


Pain is nothing to a fit of the Stone ; if it 


be Tolerable, it is not Great ; and if In- 
tolerable, it 'cannot' laſt long. There is 
nothing that Nature has made Necellary , 
which 1s more Eafie than Death : We are 
longer a-coming into the World, than go- 
ing out'of it ; and there is not any Minute 
of our Lives, wherein we may not Reaſo- 
nably ExpeCt it. Nay, *tis but a Moments 


' Work, the parting of the Soul, and Body. 


What a ſhame is it then to ſtand in Fear of 
any thing ſo Long, that is done ſo Soon ? 


b The Fear NOR is it any great matter to: over- 
of Death is come this Fear : For we have Examples as 
png "r-well of the meaneſt of Men, as of the grea- 


teſt that have done it. There was a Fel- 
low to be expos'd upon the Theatre, who, 
in diſdain, thruſt a Stick down his Own 
Throat, and Choak'd himſelf : And ano- 
ther on the ſame Occaſion, pretending to 
nod upon the Chariot, as if he were _ 
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he, for 1 have given Order to put you to Death; 
1 thank, your mot Graciou eMajeſty for 
it, ſays Canins, giving to underſtand:per- 
haps, that under his Government, Death 
was a Mercy : For he knew, that Catzgula 
ſeldom fail'd of being as good as his Word 
in that Caſe. He was at Play. when the Of- 
ficer carry'd him away to his Execution., 
and beckoning to the Centurion, Pray, 
ſays he, will you bear me witneſs, when I 
am dead, and gone, that I bad the better of 
the Game, He was a Man exceedingly be- 
lov'd, and lamented : And for a Farewel. 
after he had Preach'd Moderation to his 
Friends : You , ſays he, are here diſputing 
aboug the Immortality of the Soul, and I am 
now a-going to learn the Truth of it ;, If I diſ- 
cover any thing upon that Point,you (hall kear 
0n't, Nay the moſt Timorous of Crea- 
Lures, when they ſee there's no eſcaping , 
they __ themſelves to all Dangers ; 
the Deſpair gives them Courage, and the 


Neceſlity overcomes the - Fear. Socrates 


was Thirty days in Priſon after his Sen- 
tence,and had time enough to have Starv'd 
himſelf,and ſo to have prevented the Poy- 
{on ; but he gave the World the Bleſſing 
of-bis Life as long as he could, and took 
chat Fatal Draught, in the Meditation , 
and Contempt of Death. Marcellinns, in 
U 4 a De» 


caſt his head betwixt the Spoakes of. the 
Wheel, and kept his Seat. till his Neck. 
was broken. Caligula, upon a diſpute with. 
Canins Fulus ;, Do not flatter your ſelf, ſays, 


S.'E\N*BE 14 Cha. XXt; 
a eration” #pon Death, call'd ſeveral 
of his Friends about him: One 'was Fearful, 
4nd Advis'd' what'he himſelf .would have 
done in the Caſe : Another-gave the Coun- 
ſel *which he thought Marcellinus would 
like beſt ; but a Friend of his that was a 
Stoick, and a ſtout Man, reaſfon'd the Mat- 
ter td _him after this'manner *'' Marcellinws, 
do not trouble-your ſelf, as if it were ſach 
4 mighty buſineſs that you have now in 
hand ; *tis: Nothing'to Live ;, all your Ser- 
varits do it, 'nay,/ your very: Beaſts too ; 
but, | to Dre Honeſtly, and Reſolutely, 
that's a great point. Conſider with your 
ſelf, there's' nothing pleaſant'in Life, but 
what you -haye 'taſted already, and that 
which is to come- 1s but the ſame over a- 
gain; And how many Men are there in 
the World; that rather chuſe 'toDie, than 


to ſuffer the Nanſeous Tedionſneſs of the 


Repetition? Upon which diſcourſe he fa- 
ſted himſelf to Death. It was the Cuſtom 
of Paruvius to" Solemnize ina kind of Pa- 
geantry,every day,his own'Funerals. When 
\ he had SwilFd', and Gormandiz'd, to a 
Lnxurious,and Beaſtly Exceſs; he was car- 
ryd away from 'Supper to Bed, with this 
Song and Acclamation, He'bus Liv'd, He 
has Zivd. That: which he did in Lewd- 
neſs, would become us to do in Sobriety, 
and Prudence. If it ſhall pleaſe God to add 
another Day to our Lives, kt us thankfully 
' receive it, but however, it is'our Happieſt, 
and Secureſt Courſe, ſo to —_—— 
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ſelves. to-Night, that we may have no An« 
xious Dependafce- upon to Morrow. He 
that can ſay; I have Liv'd this Day, makes 


the next. clear gain. 


DEATH .is the worſt that. either the, ,,.,,.. - 
c Severity of Laws, or the Cruelty of Ty- pefiſes 
rants" cari impoſe upon-us;. and it is the Death, . * 
Utmoſt extent of the Dominion of Fortune, F*«rx te», 
He that is fortify'd againſt That, muſt con. 7": 


ſequently be Superior to all other Difficul- 
ties that..are but in the Way to't. - Nay, 
and in ſome (Occaſions, it requires more 
Courage to Live, than. to Die. He that 
is not prepar'd for Death, ſhall be per- 
petually troubled, as well with vain Ap- 
prehenſions, as with real Daggers. It is 
not Death' it ſelf that is Dreadful, but the 
Fear of it that goes before it. When the 
Mind is under a Conſternatjon, there is no 
State of Life that can pleaſe us, for we do 
not fo much endeayour to! ayoid:Miſchiefs, 
as to Run away from them; and the grea- 
teſt laughter is upon a flying Enemy. Had 
not a Man better.breathe out his Laſt once 
for all, than: lie. Agonizing in pains, Gon- 
fuming by Inches, 'Joſing -of his Blood by 
Drops, and” yet how any are there that 
are ready 'to betray their Country, and 
their Friends, and to proſtitute their ve- 
ry Wives, and Daughters, to preſerve a 
Miſerable Carkaſs? Madmen, and Chil- 
dren have no apprehenſion of Death, and 
It were a ſhame that our Reaſon ſhould not 
do as much toward our ſecurity, as —_ 
Folly. 


SENEC 
Folly. But; the great - matter is to Die 
Confiderately, and Chearfully, upon the 
Foundation of Vertue; for Life, in it ſelf, 
is Irxfome; and only Eating, and Drin- 
king, and Feeling in a Circle. 


HOW many are there that betwixt the 
d Apprehenfions of Death, and the Miſe- 


* ries of Life, are at their Wits End what 


to do with themſelves ? Wherefore.let us 
fortifie our ſelves againſt thoſe Calamities, 
from which the Prince is no more exempt 
than the Beggar. Pompey the great had 
his head taken off by a Boy, and an Eu- 
nuch (young Ptolemy, and Photinus.) Cal 


gula commanded the Tribune Decimas to 


kill Lepidus z and another Tribune (Che- 
reas) did as much for Caligula. Never was 
any Man ſo Great, but he was as Liable to 
ſuffer Miſchief, as he was Able to do it. 
Has not a Thief,or an Enemy your Throat 
at his Mercy ? Nay, and. the meaneſt of 
Servants has the Power of Life, and Death 
over his Maſter, for whoſoever contemns 
his own Life, may be the Maſter of Ano- 
ther bodies. ' You will find in Story, that 
the Diſpleaſure of Servants has been as 
Fatal, as that of Tyrants : And what mat- 
ters It , the Power of him we Fear, when 
the thing we fear is in every Bodies Power ? 
Suppoſe I fall into the hands of an Enemy, 
and the Conqueror Condemns me to be led 
in Triumph : It is but carrying me thither 
whither I ſhould have gone without him; 


- that is to fay toward Death, whither 1 


have 
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Chap. XXI, Of a Happy Life. 

' have been marching ever ſince I was born. 
It is the Fear of our Laſt hour that diſquiets 
all the Reſt. By the Juſtice of all Conſti- 
tutions, Mankind is condemn'd to a Ca- 
Pital Puniſhment : Now how deſpicable 
would that Man appear, who being Sen- 
tenc'd to Death in Common with the whole 
World, ſhould only Petition, that he might 
be the laſt Man brought to the Block ? 
Some men are particularly afraid of Thun- 
der, and yet extremely careleſs of Other , 
and of greater Dangers : as if That were 
all they have to Fear. Will not a Sword, 

' a Stone, a Fever, do the work as well ? 
Suppoſe the Bolt ſhould hit us, it were yet 
braver to Die with a Stroke, than with the 
Bare Apprehenſion of it : Beſide the Vani- 
ty of Imagining , that Heaven and Earth 
ſhould be put into ſuch a Diſorder only for 
the Death of one Man. A Good, and a 
Brave Man is not mov'd with Lightening, 
Tempeſts, or Earthquakes : but perhaps 
he would voluntarily plunge himſelf into 
that Gulph , where otherwiſe he ſhould 
only fall : the cutting of a Corn, or the 
ſwallowing of a Fly, is enough to diſpatch 
a Man ; and tis no matter how great That 
1s, that brings me to my Death, ſo long, as 
Death it ſelf is but Little. Life is a ſmall 
matter ; but 'tis a matter of Importance to - 
Contemn it. Nature that Begot us, ex- 
pells us, and a better, and a fater Place is 
provided for us. And what is Death, bur 
a Ceaſing to be what we were before ; we 

are 


SS lbs 


e To what 
end ſhould 
we Covet 
Life, 


and nor ro Begin to Be, is the ſamething ? 


; We Die daily ;' and while we are growing, 


Life decreaſes': every moment that 
es, takes away: part of it : All that's 
paſt is Loſt: Nay, we divide with Death 
the very Inftant that we Live. As the laſt 
Sand in the 'Glaſs does not Meaſure the 
Hott, but finiſhes it; ſo the laſt momenc 
that we Live does not make up Death, 
but concludes. There are ſome that Pray 
more earneſtly for Death, than we do for 
Life ; but it is better to receive it- chear- 
fully when it Comes, than to haſten it be- 
fore the time. 

BUT, What is it that we would live any 
longer for ? © Not for our Pleafures ; for 
thoſe we have taſted over and over, even 
to Satiety : ſo that there's no point of 
Luxury that's, New to us ; But a Man would 
be loth ro leave his Country, and his Friends 
behind wm. That is to fay, he wonld have 
them go Firſt ; for' that's the leaſt part of 
his Care.' Well! Burt 1 would fain live to 
do more Good, and diſcharge my * ſelf in the 
Offices of Life : As if to Die were not the 
Duty of every Man that Lives. We are 
loth to Leave our poſſeſſions ; and no Man 
Swims well with his Luggage. We are all 
of ns equally Fearful of Death, and Igno- 
rant of Life: But, what can be more ſhame- 
ful, than to be Sollicitonus upoh the Brink 
of Security ? If death be at any time to be 
Fear'd, it is: Always to be Fear'd ; = 

| tne 
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are kindled, and put out; to Ceaſe'to Be, 


<4” > 


And Dames _. 


Pa Shop. 200. Of Kappy Lie 
the; ' Way never. Qt. Fear, itz.is ta.be. often 


- FL 12; , 
- » 
. - s 


thinking of it. Ta what, end. is 16,20. put 
off, fox alittle while, that. which we cangat 
avoid ?. He that, Digs, does but fallow Ju 
that : is, Nead. Why are we then ſal 
Fade that which is ſo lictle; awhile a. ; \ 
How miſerable are thoſe: People that ſpend 
their Lives in the Diſmal Apprehenſions of 
Deaxh ?.,;Fox,: they. are beſet on a} h; 
and every, Minute-in;Dread of a Surprize, 
We-mu heſore: logk about us, as if we 
were ip 48 Engmies.Country;; and Canſjder 
our Laſt hour, not, ag the Puniſhment, but 
as the Law, of Nature : The Fear of it-is a 
Korhnar yet of the Heart, -and 
he that overcomes iChat Terror, ſhall ngr 
ver be troubled with any. Other. Life js. a 
Neieate 1 ; Wear perpetually yallgw- 
ing, .and; daſhing: one againſt .anatþee 3 
Em we ie ex -Shipwrack, bpt. we 
arealwayes in Danger, and in Expectation 
of it... And, what 1s it yhen it. comes, hut 
either the end of a; Jayrney, or a Fallaga 
It is-as great a Folly to,Fear; Deathy,as 
dan Old; Age- AIRS $0;Fear Life i: 
that would, not Die, Qught nota 
a nee Death is the,Gonditjon af Lite : 
Belidg, tht it is 3;Madyeſs te fearafhing 
thag 45, (ertain.z fox: where there. 1s.. no 
Dovby; 4here is no pace for Fear. 


We-are, ful chiding: of f Fate, and aven f 79 Die is 
that exact the moſt. r 1gorousJ aft: ice to _ Na- 


betwixt Man, and Man, are, yet themſelves ©” 


Unjuſtto: Providence... Why was ſuch a One 
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taken away in the Prime of bis Tears? As if 


it were the Number of years that makes 


Death eaſie to'us, and not the Temper of 
the Mind. He that would live a little 
Longer to Day, would be as loth to Die a 
Hundred year Hence. But, which is more 
Reaſonable, for Us to obey Nature, or for 
Nature to obey Us ? Go we muſt at Laſt, 
and no Matter how ſoon : "Tis the Work 
of Fate to make us Live Long, but *tis the 
Baſineſs of Vertue to 'make a ſhort Life ſuf- 
ficient. Life-is to be meaſur'd by Action, 
not by- Time ; a Man may Die Old at 
Thirty, and Young at Fourſcore. Nay, 
the One Lives after Death, and the Other 
Periſh'd| before he Did. I look upon Ape 
among the Effefts of Chance. How long 
I ſhall Live is in the Power of Others, but 
it is in my Own how/ Well. The largeſt 
ſpace of "Time, is to Live till a Man is 
Wiſe. © He that Dies of Old Age, does 
no more than £2 to'Bed when he is weary. 
Death is the Teſt of Life, and it is-thar 
onl#which diſcovers what we are, and di- 
ſtinguiſhes betwixt Oſtentation, and Vers- 
tne. A Man may Diſpute, Cite great Au- 
thorities, Talk Learnedly, Huff it out, 
and yet be rotten at Heart. -But Jet us 
Soberly attend our Buſineſs, and fince it is 
Uncertain When, or Where we ſhall Die , 
tet us look for Death in all Places; and” at 
all Times : We can never Study that point 
roo much, which we can never come to 
Experiment, whether we know it or no. 
FOR It 


It is a bleſſed thing to diſpatch the Buſineſs 
of Life before we Die ;: and ' then to Ex- 
_ Death” in the Poſſeſſion of a Happy 

ife. He's the Great Man, that is willing 
to Die, when his Life is pleafant to him. 
An Honeſt Life is not a Greater Good 
than an Honeſt Death. How many Brave 
young Men, by an Inſtin&t of Nature, are 
carry*d on to Great Actions, and even to 
the Contempt of all Hazards ?. 

"TIS Childiſh to go ont of the 8 World & 
Groaning, and Wailing, as we came into't. 
Our Bodies muſt be thrown away, as the 
Secundine that wraps up the.Infant, the 
other being only. the Covering of the Soul : 
We ſhall then diſcover the Secrets of Na- 
ture; the Darkneſs ſhall be Diſcuſs'd, and 
our Souls Irradiated with Light, and Glo»: 
ry : A Glory without a Shadow.; a Glory 
that ſhall ſurround us, and from whence 
we ſhall look down,and ſee Day,and Night 
beneath us. If we cannot lift up our Eyes 
toward the Lamp of Heaven without daz- 
ling, What fhall we do when we come to 
behold the Divine Light in its Illuſtrious 
Original ? That Death which we ſo muck 
dread, and decline, is not a Determinati- 
on, but the intermiſſion ofa Life, which 
will return again. All thoſe things that 
are the very Cauſe of Life, are the way to 
Death : We Fear it, as we do Fame, but it 
is a great Folly to Fear Words. Some 
People are ſo impatient of Life, that they 
are ſtill wiſhing for Death , but he _ 

wiſhes 
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wiſhes to: [Die does not defire it 37 Let us 
rather - wait; Gad's Pleaſure, and Pray for 
Health; and Life. If 'we. haye. a Mind to 
Eive, Why do we wiſh ta.Die?-If we haye 
a mind to.Die,' we may do it withqut tal- 
king of it.': Men-are a great deal more Re- 
ſpintelin the Article .of Pirachvit ſelf, than 
they are about'the Circumſtances of it, For 


gives a'Man Covrage; to:Cantider, that . 


his Fate is Inevitable'; the flow: ch- 


es] of / Death, are the [moſt Trouble to 
_...” .us5 as we dee many a Gladiator, who, up- 
_ an his wounds, will direcÞF;his Adverſary's 


weapon to his:very Heart z; though but Th- 
mbrous —_ in the Combat. There 
are ſome that. have. not tha Heart either to 
Live, or Die; and that's a Sad. Cafe,, But 
this we are ſhare bf, The. Fear of: Death 1s @ 


Cantizmal Slavery, as the Contempt of it us 


Certain Liberty. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


Conſolations againſt Death from the Pro- 
vidence, and the Neceſlity of ir. 


HIS Life is only a Prelude to Eternity, 
,* where we are to expeCt Another Ori- 
inal, and; Another State of Things : We 
ve no Proſpect of Heaven Here, but at 
a Diſtance ; Let us . therefore expeCt our 
Laſt, and Decretory Hour, with Courage: 
The Laſt (I ſay) to our Bodies, but not 
to our Minds : Our Luggage we muſt leave 
behind us, arid retutti as Naked out of the 
World, as we came Into't, The day whick 
we fear as our Laſt, is but the Birth-day of 
our Eternity z and it is the only way to't : 
So that what we Fear as a Rock, proves 
to be buta Port; In many Caſes to be 
Deſir'd, never to be Refus'd ; and he that 
Dies Youing, has only made a Quick Voy- 
age on't. Some are Becalm?*d ; Others cut, 
it away before the Wind ; and we Live juſt 
as we Sail : Fitſt we run our Childhood out 
of ſight; our Youth next ;; and then out 
Middle Age : After That,follows Old Age, 
and brings us to the Common End of Man-, 
kind. It is a great Providence. that we 
have more ways Out. of the World, than 
we have Into'r. Our Seturity ſtands upon 
X a Point, 
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draws 2 great many Bleſſings into a very 
Narrow Compaſs z And although the Fruit 
of it does not ſeem to extend to the De- 
fundt, yet the Difficulty of it is more than 
balanc'd by the Contemplation of the Fu. 
ture. Nay ; ſuppoſe that all the Buſineſs 
of This World ſhould be forgotten ; or 
my Memory traduc'd , What's all this to 
me ? I have done my Duty. Undoubtedly 
That which puts an End to all other Evils 
cannot be a very great Evil it Self ; and yet 
it is no caſie thing for Fleſh and Blood to 
deſpiſe Life. What if Death comes ? If 
it does not ſtay with us, why ſhould we 
Fear it ? One Hangs himſelf for a Miſtreſs ; 
Another Leaps the Garret Window to a- 
void a Choletick Maſter ; a Third runs a- 
way, and Stabs himſelf, rather than he will 
be brought back again. We ſee the Force, 
even of our Infirmities, and fhall we nor 
then do greater things fot the Love of Ver- 
tue ? To ſuffer Death, is but the Law of 
Nature ; 2nd it is a great Comfort that it 
can be done but Once ;, In the very Con- 
vulſions of it, we have this Conſolation , 
that our Pain is near an end, and that 
it frees us from all the Miſeries of Life. 
What it is, we Know rot ; and it were 
Raſh to Condemn,what we do not Under- 
ſtand ; But this we Preſume , either that 
we ſhall paſs out of This into a Better Life, 
where we ſhall live with Tranquillity and 
Splendot in Diviter Manſions, or elſe re- 
| | | tern 
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turn to'our firſt Principles, free from the 
Senſe of any Inconvenience. There's No- 
thing Immortal, nor Many things Laſting ; 
but by Divers ways every thing comes to 
an End. What an Arrogance is it then 

when the World it ſelf ſtands Condemn' 

to a Diſſolution, that Man alone ſhould ex- 
peck to live for Ever ? It is Unjuſt not to 
allow unto the Giver, the Power.of diſpo« 
ſing of his Own Bounty ; and a Folly, on- 
ly to value the Preſent. Death is as much 
a Debt, as Money ; and Life is but a Jour- 


ney towards it. Some diſpatch it ſooneF” 


others Later ; but we muſt All have the 
ſame Period. The Thunder-Bolt is un- 
doubtedly juſt , that draws, even from 


. thoſe that are ſtruck with it, a Veneration. 


A Great Soul takes no Delight in ſtaying 
with the Body,it conſiders whence it Came, 
and Knows whither it is to Go. The day 
will come, that ſhall ſeparate this Mixture 


'of Soul, and Body; of Divine, and Hu- 


mane : My Body I will leave where I found 
it; My ſoul I will reſtore to Heaven,which 
would have been There already, but for 
the Clog that keeps it down : And beſide ; 
How many Men have been the worſe for 
longer Living, that might have dy'd with 
Reputation, if they had been ſooner taken 
away ? How many Diſappointments of 
Hopeful Youths , that have proy'd Diſlo- 
Inte Men? Over and above the Ruines, 
Shipwracks, Torments, Priſons, that at- 
tend Long Life ! .- Bleſſing, fo — 
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that if a Child were in condition to Judge 
of it,and at Liberty to Refuſe it; he would 
not take it. 


a what God *® WHAT Providence has made Neceſ- 
bas made ſary, Humane Prudence: ſhould comply 
rom LP with Cheerfully : As there is a Neceſlity 
- -m of Death, ſo that Neceſlity is Equal, and 
omply with oO. 

Cheerful, {nvincible. No Man has cauſe of Com- 


plaint for that which Every Man muſt ſfuf- 
fer as well as himſelf. When we ſhould 
die, we Will nor, and when we would not; 
we meſt £ But, our Fate is Fixt, and Una- 
voidable is the Decree. Why. do we then 
ſtand Trembling when the Time comes ? 
Why do we not as well lament that wedid 
not Live a Thouſand years ago, as that we 
ſhall not be alive:a Thouſand years hence ? 
*Tis but travelling the Great Road;and to 
the Place whither we muſt All go at. Laſt : 
Tis but ſubmitting to the Law of Nature; 
and to that Lot which the whole World 
has ſuffer'd, that is gone Before us ; and ſo 
muſt They too, that are to Come After us. 
Nay, how many Thouſands, when our 
Time comes, will Expire in the ſame Mo- 
ment with us? He that will not Follow, 
ſhall be drawn by force : And, Is it not 
much better now to do That. willingly , 
which we ſhall otherwiſe be made to do.in 
ſpite of our Hearts ? The Sons. of Mortal 
Parents muſt expect a Mortal Poſterity ; 
Death is the End of Great and Small. We 
are Born Helpleſs, and expos'd to. the Inju- 
Ties bf all Creatures; and of all Ro 
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The very Neceffarics of Life are deadly to 
us: We meer with our Fate in our Diſhes, 
in our Cups,and in the very Air we Breath 
Nay, out very Birth is Inauſpitious , for 
we come into the World Weeping ; and'in 
the Middle of our Defigns, while we are 
meditating great Matters, and ſtretchin 
of our ughts' to After Ages, Deat 
cuts us off, and our longeſt Date is only 
the Revolution of a few years. One Man 
Dies at the Table; Another goes away 
in his Sleep; A Third in his Miſtriſfs's 
Arms ;' a Fourth is Stabb'd ; Another is 
Stang with'an Adder, or Cruſh'd with the 
Falt off a Horſe. We have ſeveral ways 
to'our End; bat the End it ſelf, which is 
Death, is ſtil the fame. Whether we die 
a Sword, by a" Halter, by a Potion, or 
by a Diſeaſe; ?tis all but Dearh. A Chitd 
ces in'the Swadling Clouts, and an Old 
Man at a Hundred ; they are both Mortal 
alike, thongh the One goes ſooner than 
the Other. All that lies betwixt the Cra- 
dle and the' Grave; js uncertain. If we com- 
te the Troubles, the Life eyen'of a Child 
is Long ; if the ' Swiftne/s of the Paſſage , 
That of an Old Man'is ſhort : The whole 
is ſlippery, and Deceirful, and only Death 
Certain ; and yet all' Peopte "Complain of 


' That which never Deceivd any Man. Se- 


necio rais'd himſelf from a ſmall Beginning, 
to a Vaſt fortune , being very well skilld 
in the Faculties both of Getting, and of 
Keeping ; and either of them was _—_ 
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for the doing of his Buſineſs. He was 
3 Man Jnfinitely Careful, both of his Patri- 
mony, and of his Body. He gave me a 
Mornings Viſit (fays our Author ) and af- 
ter that Viſit, he went - away, and ſpent 
the reſt of the day with a Friend of his that 
was deſperately Sick. At Night he was 
Merry at Supper, and ſeiz'd immediately 
after with a Squinſy, which diſpatcl'd him 
ina few hours. This Man that had Money 
at uſe in all Places, and in the very Courſe, 
and height of his Proſperity, was thus Cut 
off. How Fooliſh a Thing is it then for a. 
Man to flatter himſelf with Long Hopes 
and to pretend to Diſpoſe of the Future ? 
Nay, the very Preſent ſlips through aur ; 
Fingers, and there. is not that moment 
which we can call our Own. How vain a 
thing is it for us to enter upon Projects ? 
and to ſay to our ſelves, Well! I'll go 
Build, Purchaſe, Diſcharge ſuch Offices,Set- 
tle my Aﬀairs, and then retire, - Were all 
of ps Born tothe ſame Caſualties ; All e- 
qually Frait,and Uncertain of To morrow. 
At the very Altar, where we pray for Life 
we Learn to Die, by ſeeing the Sacrifices 
KilPd before us. But there's no Need of 
a Wound, or ſearching the Heart fort; 
when the Nooſe of a Card, or the Smoothe- 
ring ofa Pillow will do the Work. All things 
have their Seaſonyg ; they Begin, they En- 
creaſe, and they Die, The Heavens and 
the Earth graw Old, and are appointed 
their Periods. That which we call Death, 
is 


6x3 
TS Chap. XXII. Of a Happy Life. 
F js buta Pauſe, or Suſpenſion ; and in truth 
a Progreſs tq Life ; only our Thoughts 
look downward upon the Body, and not 
Forward upon things to Come.” All things 
under the Sun are Mortal'; Cities, Empires : 
and the time will come, when it ſhall be a 
Queſtion Where they Were, and perchance 
whether ever they had a Being or no: 
Some will be deſtroy'd by War ; Others 
by Luxury, Fire, [nundations, Earthquakes : 
Why ſhould jt trouble'nie'then to Die, as 
a Fore-runner of an Univerſal Diſſolution ? 
A Great Mind Submits it ſelf to God, and 
ſuffers willingly what the Law of the Uni- 
verſe will otherwiſe bring to paſs upon 
Neceſlity. That good Old Man Baſſus 
(though with one foot in the Grave) how 
Cheerful a Mind does he bear ? He lives in 
the View of Death, and Contemplates his 
Own End with leſs Concern of Thought, 
or Countenance, than he would do Ano- 
ther Man's. It is a hard Leſſon, and we 
are a long time a Learning of it, to receive 
our Neath without Trouble, eſpecially in 
the Caſe of Baſſur. In other Deaths there's 
a Mixture of Hope; A Diſeaſe may be 


Cur'd, a Fire Quench'd, A falling Houſe * 


either Prop'd, or Avoided ; the Sea may 
Swallow a Man, and throw him Up again. 
A pardon may interpoſe betwixt the Axe 
and the Body ; but in the Caſe of Old Age 

_ there's no Place for either Hope, or In- 
terceſſion- Let us live in our * Bodies 
therefore, as if we were only to Lodge in 
X 4 them 
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them This Night, and to leave them To 
morrow. It is the frequent Thought of 
Death that muſt fortifie us againſt the Ne- 
cellity of it. He that has Arm'd' himſelf 
againſt Poyerty , may Perhaps come to 
re in Plenty. A Man ma ſtrengthen 
imſelf againſt Pain, and yet liye in'a State 
of Health ; Againſt' the Loſs of Friends , 
and never loſe any: Buc he that fortifiez 
himſelf againſt the Fear of. Death, ſhall 
moſt certainly haye Occaſion to SP 
' that Virtue. -It is the Care 'of a' Wile 
and a, Good Man to look to his Manners 
and Aftions ; and rather how well he Liv 
than how Long : For. to Die Sgoner, or 
Later, is not the Baſineſs » but to-Die 
Well, or Ill : For Death brings is to Im- 
mortality. __ 2552 | | 
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Againſt Immoderate Sorrow for the Death 
© oof Pritnds. © * OV F, | 


© * Tx #3 "> 


and Publick Laoparations are not ſo much 
Tief, as of Vain-Glory. 


Some People doas | as ſet a watch up- 
| on themſelves, as 1 


they were afraid that 
their 
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| their Grief would make an eſcape. . The | 
Oſtentation of Grief is many times More 

than the Grief it ſelf”. / When any Body is 

within Hearing, what Groans, and Out- 
cries;when they are Along., and Private, 

all is Huſh, and Quiet : ſo ſoon as any bo- 

dy comes in, they are” at it again; and 

down they throw themſelves upon the 

Bed, fall to wringing of their Hands, and 
wiſhing of themſelves dead ; which they 

might better have done by themſelves ; 

but their Sorrow goes off with the Compa» 

ny. We forſake Nature, and run over to 

the Praftices of the People , that never 

were the Authors of any thing that is Good: 

If Deſtiny were to. be wraught upon by 
Tears, I would allow you to. ſpend your 

days, and nights in Sadneſs,and Mourning; 
Fearing of your Hair, and beating of your 
vreall; but if Fate , be Inexorable, and 

| cath will Keep what he has Taken , 
| Grief is to no purpoſe. And yet I would 
e not Adviſe Inſenſibility , and Hardneſs ; 
It were Inhumanity, and nag Vertue,not 

to be moy'd at the ſeparation of Familiar 
Friends, and Relations : Now, in ſuch Ca- 
ſes, we cannot Command our ſelves ; we 

cannot forhear weeping , and we Ought 

not to Forbear : But, let us not paſs the 

Bounds of  AﬀeCtion, and run into Imita- 

tion ; within Theſe Limits it is ſome eaſe 

to the Mind. © ah 
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b Some Caſes, and Cannot Avoid them, 
in Others. When one is ſtruck with the Sur- « ;a ſane 
priſe of ill News, as the Death of a Friend, Caſes Al- 
or the like ; 'or upon the Laſt Embrace of _— 


' an Acquaintance under the Hand of an Ex- 


ecutianer, he lies under a Natural 'Neceſli- others. 


ty-ef Weeping, and Trembling. In Ano- ' 
ther Caſe we may Indulge our Sorrows, as 
upon the Memory of a Dead Friends Con- 
- yerfation, or Kindneſs, one may let fall 
Tears of Generolity, and Joy. We Fa- 
vour the One, and we are overcome ' with 
the Other 3 and This is Well : but we are 
not upon any Terms to Force them ; They 
may flow of their Own accord, without 
derogating from the Dignity of a Wiſe 
Mans who at the ſame time both preſerves 
his Gravity , and Obeys Nature, Nay, 
there is a Certain Decorum even in Wee- 
ping for Exceſs of Sorrow: is as Fooliſh 
as Profuſe Laughter.' Why do we. not as 
well Cry, when our Trees that we took 
Pleaſure in, -ſhed their Leaves, as' at the 
Loſs of Other SatisfaCtions? When the 
next. Seaſon repairs them, either with the 
' fame again, or Others in their Places. We 
may-accuſe. Fate, but we cannot alter it, 
for it is Hard, and: Inexorable, and not to 
- be Remoy'd, either with Reproaches, or 
Tears. They may 'carry us to the Dead, 
but never bring them back again'to Us. 
If Reaſon does not put an End-to our Sor- 
* rows, Fartune never will: One 1s _—_ 
| | | wit 
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with Poverty 3 Another Sollicited ' with 


_ Ambition, and Fears the very Wealth that 
he Coveted : one is troubled for the Loſs 
of Children; Another for' the Want of 


.- them : So that we ſhall ſooner: want Tears: 


than Matter for them ; let us therefore. 
ſpare that for which we have ſo. much 
Occaſion. I do confeſs, that in the very 
Parting of Friends there is ſomething of 
an Uneaſineſs, and Trouble ; but it is ra- 
ther Voluntary, than Natural ; and it is 
Cuſtom more than Senſe, that affets us : 
We do rather Impoſe a Sorrow'upon our 
felves, than ſubmit to it : as People Cry 
when they have Company,andwhen no body: 
looks on, all's well again. To Mourn with- 
out Meaſure, is Folly; and not to Mourn at 
all, is inſenſibility. The beſt temper is 
betwixt Piety , and Reaſon; to be ſenſi- 
ble, but neither Tranſported, nor Caſt 
down. He that can put a ſtop to'his Tears 
and Pleaſures, when he will, is ſafe. It is 
an Equal Infelicity to be either too Soft , 
or too Hard. We are overcome by the 
One, and we are- put to ſtruggle with the 
Other. There is a certain Intemperance 
in That Sorrow that Paſles the Rules of 
| Modeſty ; and yet great Piety is.in many 
Caſes a Diſpenſation to good Manners. 
The Loſs of a Son, or of a Friend, cuts a 
Man to the Heart, and'there's no oppoſing 
the firſt Violence of this Paſſion ; but when 
a Man comes once todeliver himſelf wholly ' 
up to Lamentations, he is to — , 

; that 
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| that though ſome Tears Deferve Compaſ- 
fion, Others are yet Ridiculous. A Grief 
that's Freſh, finds Pity, and Comfort ; but 
when tis inveterate *tis Laugh'd at, for 
*tis either Counterfeit, or Fooliſh. Beſide 
that to Weep exceſſively for the Dead, is 
an Aﬀront to the Living. The moſt Juſti- 
fable Cauſe of Mourning is to ſee Good 
Men come to 111 Ends, and Vertue Oppreſt 
- by the Iniquity of Fortune, But in This 
Caſe too they either ſuffer Reſolutely, and 
yield us Delight in their Courage, and Ex- 
ample z or Meanly, and ſo give us the leſs 
Trouble for the Loſs. He that dies Cheer- 
fully Dries up my Tears, and he that Dies 
Whiningly does not deſerve them. I 
would bear the Death of Friends and Chil- 
dren, with the ſame Conſtancy that I would 
expect my Own ; and no more. Lament the 
One, than Fear the Other. He that be- 
thinks himſelf, how often Friends have 
been Parted, will find more time loſt a- 
mong. the Living , than upon the Dead 
and the moſt Deſperate Mourners are they 
that car'd leaſt for their Friends when they 
were Living ; for they think to Redeem 
their Credits for want of Kindneſs to the 
Living, by Extravagant Ravings after the 
Dead. Some, (1 know) will have Grief 
to be only the Perverſe delight of a Reſt- 
leſs Mind 3 and Sorrows, and Pleaſures to 
be near Akin : and there are, I'm Canfi- 
dent, that find Joy even in their Tears. 
But which is more barbarous, to be _ 
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ſible of Grief for the Death” of a Friend; + 
or to Fiſh: for Pleaſure in Grief, when a 
Son perhaps is burning , or a Friend ex- 
pirting? To: forget ones Friend , to bury 
the Memory with the Body ; to Lament 
out of Meaſure, 1s all Inhumane. He that 
is Gone, either would not bave his Friend 
Tormented or does not know. that he- is | 
ſo : If he does not Feel it, 'tis Superfluous ; 
If he does, 'tis unacceptable to him. If 
Reaſon cannot prevail, Reputation may 
for Immoderate Mourning leſſens a Man's 
CharaQer : 'Tis a ſhameful thing for a 
Wiſe Man to make the Wearineſs of Grie- 
ving the Remedy of it. In Time, the 
moſt ſtubborn Grief will leave us, if in 
Prudence we do not leave Thar Firſt. 
BUT, Do 1 Grieve for my Friends ſake, 


3 We Grieve Or for my © Own ? Why ſhould Fafflict my 


ſelf for the Loſs of him that is either Bap- 
Py, or not at all in Being ? In the One 


3 = Caſe,'tis Envy ; and in the Other,'tis Mad 


neſs, We are apt to ſay, What would I 
give to ſee him again, and ta enjoy his Con- 
ver ſation ! I was never ſad in bis Company ; 
My Heart leap d when ever I met him; 1 
want him where-ever I go : All tbat's to be 
faid is, The Greater the Loſs, the Greater 
i the Virtue to Overcome 4t, 1f Grieving 
will do no Good, 'tis an Idle thing to- 
Grieve ; And if That which has befallen 
One Man remains to All, it is as Unjuſt to 
Complain. The whole World is upon the 
March toward the ſame Point ; Why do- 

| we 
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* "we not oy for. ourſelves tliat are to fol- "v* 
” Tow, as well as for him that's gone Firſt 3 
” Why do we not as well lament before hand, 
for That which we know will be, and can- 
not poſſibly but'be ? He is not Gore, but 
Sent before. As there are many things that 
he has Loſt, ſo there are many things that 
he does not Fear : as Anger, Jealouſie, En- 
vy, &c. 1s he not more Happy in Deſiting 
Nothing, than Miſerable in what he has 
loſt ? We do not mourn for the Abſent, 
why then for the Dead ; who are effetual- * 
ly no Other ? We have Loſt one Bleſſing 
But we have many Left ; And ſhall not all 
theſe Satisfations Support us againit One 
Sorrow ? : Rn 

THE Comfort of having a Friend 4 may —= 
| be taken away, but not That of having had os _ 
one. As there is a ſharpneſs in ſome Fruits bo away, 
and a Bitterneſs in ſome Winey that plea- bat no the 
ſe us, ſo there is a mixture in the Remem- Comfore of . * 
brance of Friends, where the loſs of their !** Fries. |} 
Company is ſweeten'd again by the Con-""*" -Y 
templation of their Virtues. In ſome Re- 
ſpects | have loſt what I had ; and in O- 

ers, I retain ſtill what I have Loſt. *'Tis 
an ill Conſtruftion of Providence to refle&t 
_ only upon my Friends being taken away, 
without afy Regard to the Benefit of his 
being once given me. Let us therefore 
make the Beſt of our Friends, while we 
have them ; for how long we ſhall keep 
them, is Uncertain. I have loſt a Hopeful 
SOty, but, How many Fathers have beeri 
deceiv'd 
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many Noble Families 
the Loſs of a Son, What if. he had loſt a 


Friend ? And yet he that has Joſt a che or | 


has more Cauſe of Joy that he once ha 
him, than of Orief that he is taken away. 


Shall a Man bury his Friendſhip with his 


Friend ? We are ungrateful for that whith, 


that which is to come would not quickly 
be paſt top. . That which js paſt we are 
ſure of. We may receive Satisfaction, 'tis 
true, both from the Future, and what's al- 
ready Paſt ; the Ohe by Expectation , 
and the Other by Memory.: only the one 
may poſlibly not come to paſs, and it is 
pM to-make the Other not to have 
en.. > i 
BUT <. there's no applying of Conſola- 
: ing Sorrows ; the 
very Diſcourſe Irritates the Grief, and In- 
flames it. *Tis like an Unſeaſonable Me- 
dicine in a Diſeaſe, when the firſt Violence 
is Over, it will be more TraCtable and 
endure. the Handling. , Thoſe People 
whoſe Minds are weaken'd by long Felici- 


is Paſt, in hope of what's bh Come z as if 
u 


ty, may. be allow'd to Groan, and Com- . 
lain, but it is otherwiſe with thoſe that 


ave led their days in Misfortunes. A long 
Courſe of Adverlity has this Good in't, 
that though it vexes a Body a great while, 
it comes to harden us at laſt : As a Raw 
Soldier ſhfinks at every Wound,and _ 
the 
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Chap. XXII. Of a Zappy Life. 321, 
* the Surgeon more than an Enemy ; where- D 
Fas a Feteran ſees his own Body cut,and 
> lam'd with as little Concern as if it were 
- Anothers. With the ſame Reſolution 
ſhould we ſtand the Shock, and Cure of 
all Misfortunes ; we are never the better 
for our Experience , if we have not yet 
learn'd to be Miſerable. And there's no 
thought of Curing us by the Diverſion of 
. Sports, and Entertainments z we ate apt 
to fall into Relapſes z wherefore we had, 
w_ Overcome our Sorrow , than De- ' 
ude it. 
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CHA P. XXIV. 


Confolations againſt Bauiſhment , aud Bo- | 
dity Pain. | 


T is a Maſter-Piece to draw Good out 
of Evil; and by the Help of Vertue 
to improve Misfortunes into Bleſſings, 
"Tis a ſad Condition, you'll ſay, for a Man 
to be barr'd the Freedom of his own Coun« 
try. Andis not This the Caſe of Thoy- 
ſands that we meet every day in the Streets; 
Some , for Ambition-z Others, to, Negs- | 
tiate, or for Curioſity, Delight, Friend- 
ſhip, Study, Experience, Luxury, Vanity 
Diſcontent : Some, to exerciſe their Ver- 
tues, Others, their Vices; and not a few 
l to Proſtitute either their Bodies, or- their 
Eloquence ? To paſs now from Pleaſant 
Countries into the worlſt of Iſlands ; Let 
them be never ſo Barren, or Rocky, the 
People never ſo Barbarouyg , or the Clime 
never fo Intemperate ; he that is Baniſt'd 
thither, ſhall find many Strangers to live 
there for their Pleaſures. The Mind of 
Mag is Nazurally. Curious, and Refileh 
. W 
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ich is no wonder , conſidering: their 
ivine Original ; | for Heavgply things 
gre always.m Motion : Witneſs the Stars, 
and the Ords ,- which are-perpetually Mo- 
ving, Rowling, and Changing of Place,, 
_ according to the Law , and Appointment 
of Nature, But here are. po Woods, you'l 
ſay, no Riyers-; no. Gold,:nor Pearl ; no 
Commadity: for -Traffick, or Commerce 
pay , hardly Proviſion enough to keep the 
| Inhabicavts . from ſtarving. ?Tis very 
Right ; here are no Palaces, no Artificial 
Grotto's, or Materials for-Luxury,and Ex- 
ceſs ; but we lie under the Protection of 
Heaven,and, a Poor Cottage ; for a Retreat 
is more. worth, than the moſt Magnificent 
Temple, when that Cottage is Conſecra- 
ted by an Honeſt Man under the Guard 
of his Vertue. Shall any Man think ;Ba- 
niſhiment, Grievous , when he may take 


ach Company along with  bim ? Nor 4s 


there any\Baniſhment , but yields enough 
for 0ur | Neceſlities, and- no Kingdom is 
ſafficient for ſuperfluities. - It is the Mind 
that makes us Rich in a Deſart; and if 
the Body be but kept Alive, the Soul En- 
pys all Spiritual Felicities in Abundance. 
What ſignifies the being Baniſh'd from 
. one Spot of Ground. to - Another, to a 
Man that has his Thoughts Above,and, can 
Jook Forward , and Backward , and 
Where-ever he pleaſes z and where-ever he 
6s, he- bas the ſame Matter to work upon.? 
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Sacred , and ' Spiritual'; and Liable'to no 
Violence. Is it that a Man' ſhall want 
Garments , or Covering in' Baniſhment ? 
The Body ' is as eaſily Cloath'd, - as Fed; 
and Narure | has made nothing Hard, 
That is Neceſſary. But if ' nothing will 
ferve us, but 'Rich Embroideries , and 
Scarlet , 'tis none of Fortune's Fault that 
we are Poor , but our Own. ' Nay, ſap 
Poſe a Man ſhould have All reſter'd 
back again that he has Loſt ; ic will come 
to nothing, for he will want more . after 
Thar, to fſatisfie his Deſires, than. he did 
before, to ſapply his Neceſlities. . Inſatis- 
ble Deſires are not ſo much a:Thirſt, a 
a Diſeaſe. £1349 
« Baniſh- - TO come Lower now ; Where's ;2 That 
ment is bu PeOPe, or Nation, that have not Chang 
Change of ' their Place of Abode ? Some by. the Fate 
| Place, in'of War ; Others have been caft by Tew- 
ry peſts, Shipwracks , or Want of Proviſf- 
enſe, All 
People, and 20S» onknown Coaſts. Some hare 
Nations been forc'd Abroad by Peſtilence, Sedi- 
have been tion, Earthquakes, Surcharge: of People xt 
Baniſ'd. "Home. Some Travel to ſee the World; 
Others for Commerce z Burt ,-in fine, it 
is clear that , upon ſome Reaſon or 6 
ther , the whole Race of Mankind have 
ſhifred their Quarters ; ' Chang?d their 
very Names, as well as their Habitat 
. ons; 
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The Body-1#but the Priſon, 'or the Clog 
of the Mind 4 ſubjetted - to' Puniſhments, 
'Robberies ,, Difeaſes ; but” the Mind" is 
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"Otap XXIV. Ofa Zappy Life. 25 
” - ons; 'Inſomuch ,-that we have loſt the 


y' Memorials of what they were. All 
theſe Tranſportations of People , , what 
are[they, but Publick Baniſhments ? The 
very Founder of the Roman: Empire was an - 
Exile : Briefly; The whole World has been 
Ttranſplanted/;; and one Mutation treads 
upon the Heel of ;another. That which 
one. Man Deſires , tvrns another Man's Sto- 
mach ; and he that Proſcribes me To day, 
ſhall , himfelf be caſt aut To morrow. 
We have however this Comfort in our 
Misfortunez, we have the ſame Nature , 
the ſame Proyidence , and we Carry our 
Vertues along with us. And This Bleſ- 
img we owe to that Almighty Power, call 
it what you will ; either a God, or an 1:- 


corporeal Reafon , a Divine Spirit, Or Fate, 


the Unchangeable Courſe of Cauſes , 
and Effe#s - It is however. ſo order'd, 
that nothing can be taken from us, but, 
what- we can well ſpare ; and that which 
is moſt Magnificent', and Valuable , con- 
tinnes with us:; - Where-ever we go, we 
have the Heaven over our: Heads, and- no 
further from us, than they were before ; 
and, ſo long as we-can entertain our Eyes, 
and Thoughts with thoſe Glories , what 
_— is it what, Grouod we tread up» 
IN the Caſe of Pain , or Sickneſs, *tisb Pain only 
» only the' Body that is affected : It may oo 
take off the Specd of a Footman , or,,, 7. 

Y 3 Bind Ajnd. 


Mind is ftill at ae! 10 do xi Gro 
Teach, Adviſe, and to do''other 
Offices. 'Tis an E of Publick 
Benefit, » Mans that is-inf and Patient. 
Verroe i may ſhew it ſelf 2s wellin the Bed; 
*3 in the Field, and he thar cheerfully 
encou.wers the Terrors of Death, and 
Corporat Arpuiſh, is as Greata Mani, as 
he that moſt Generou: by hazards himſelf 
m a Battel. A Diſeaſe, *tis-urve,. barry 
ns of ſorhe Pleaſures ,- but Procures: if 
others. Drink is never ſo Grateful ro usj 
as In a yo + Fever , ' nor Meat, as 
when we have faſted'our felves Sh2rp, and 
| Hungry. The Patient Mayods' forbidden 
fome Senſual Satisfaftion,'bntino Phoiick: 
an will forbid us the Delight of the Mind; 
Shall we call any Sick-:Man Miſerable; 
becanſe he muſÞ® give Over: his Intempe: 
rance of Wine, and Glutteny , and be- 
take himſelf to a Diet of more Sobriety; 
and leſs Expence; and-abandon' his Luxu- 
ry, which is the-Diſternper of the: Mind, 
as well as of the Body ? *Tis- Troubles 
ſome, I know, at Firſt, to: abſtain from 
the Pleaſures we- have been us'd to, and 
to endure Hunger, and Thirſt; but ina 
Little time we loſe the very Appetite , 
and 'tis no Trouble then, to be without 
That which we' do not Deſire. In Diſ- 
eaſes, there are great Pains; but if they 
be Long, they Remit, and give os ſome 
Inter- 


SBNEC'A Chap. XXIV, 
Bind the Hands of a Cobbler, but - the 
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"Ollap. XXIV. "Of n F/tppy Lye. 
Intervals of Eaſe; if ſhort; and wiolent , 
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eaber' they difpatch *©x5 or Confame 
Fhtmfelves 3 fo that either their Refpires 
make them Tsterable ;*or the Extremity 
makes them ſhort. . - $6 Merciful is 'Al- 
mighty God to us , that our Torments 
cannot be very Sharp, and Laſting. The 
Acuteſt Pains are thoſe that Aﬀect the 
Nerves, but there's this comfort in them 
too, that they will quickly make us Stu- 
pid, and inſenſible. In Caſes of Extre- 
mity, let us call to mind the moſt Emi- 
nent Inſtances of Patience, and Courage, 
and turn our Thoughts from our Afii- 
Ctions to the Contemplation of Vertue. 
Suppoſe it be the Stone , the Gout, nay 
the Rack it ſelf; how many have en- 
dur'd it without ſo much as a Groan, or 
a Word ſpeaking, without ſo much as 
Asking for Relief, or giving an Anſwer 
toa Qneſtion. Nay, they have laughd 
at the Tormenters upon the. very Tor- 
tire', and provok'd them to New Expe- 
riments of their Cruelty, which they have 
had ſtill in Derifion. The eLFhbma t look 
upon, as of all Diſeaſes, the moſt Impor- 
tane ; the Phyſicians call it the Medita- 
tion of Dearth, as being rather an Ago» 
ny, than a Sickneſs: The Fit holds one 
not above an Hour, as no Bady is long 
in Expiring. There are Three things 
Grieyous in Sickneſs, the Fear of Death, 
Bodily Pain, and the Intermifftion of our 
Y 4 Plea» 


32.8 SENECA Chap. XMIY. 
Pleaſures : The: firſt is to be imputed to 
Nature ,: not to the Diſeaſe, for we do 
not Die becauſe we are Sick, but be- 
canſe we Live. Nay, Sickneſs it ſelf has 

n from Dying. 


preſery'd many a 


” Chap: XXV. Of Hippy Liſe. 339 
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CHAP. XXV. 


Poverty, 10 «a Wiſe Man, 3s rather a Bleſ- 
fig, than « Misfortune. | 


O Man ſhall ever be Poor, that goes 
N to himſelf for what he wants : and 
's the readieſt way to Riches : Nature 
indeed will have her Due, but yet whatſo- 
eyer is beyond Neceſlity, is Precarious, and 
not Neceſſary. It is not Her Buſineſs to 
ratifie the Palate, but to ſatisfie a Craving 
DS : Bread, when a Man is Hungry, 
does his Work, let it be never ſo Courſe 
and Water when he .is.a Dry ; Let his 
Thirſt be Quench'd,. and Nature is ſatis- 
'd; no matter Whence it Comes,or whe- 
he Drinks in Gold, Silver, or in the 
Hallow of his Hand. To Promiſe a Man 
Riches, and to Teach him Poverty, is to 
Deceive him : Bur ſhall I call him Poor, 
that wants nothing ; though he may be be- 
holden for it to his Patience, rather than 
to his Fortune ? Or ſhall any Man deny 
him to be Rich, whoſe Riches can never 
be taken away ? Whether is it better to 
ve Much, or Enough ? He that has Mach 
lefires More, which ſhews, that be-has nor 
yet Enough ; but he that has Enough, is at 
Reſt. Shall a Man be reputed yo 
of | ch, 


SENZCA Chap-XRV, 
Rich, for not having That, for Which he 
ſhall be Baniſh'd ; for which his very Wife, 
or Son, ſhall Poiſon him : That which 
gives him Security in War, and Quiet in 
Peace ; which he Poſſeſſcs without Danger, 
and Diſpoſes of without Trouble? No Man 
catt be — that has.Enough; nor Rich, 
that Covets more than he has. Ale:tahder, 
after all his Conqueſts, complain'd that he 
wante@& More Worlds ; he Delird tt 
thing More, even wheti tc had Gott 
And That which was Sufficiettt for 
Natoare; was not enongh for Otle wy 
Money never matic anty Mari Kich ; for 
the he Had, the more he fill Ct 
veted. The Riche Man that ever Liy'#-" 
is Poor, in My Opinion, and in Any Wars: 
May be fo: but be thar keeps himſelf 50 Ebb! " 
ſtint of Natrre, does neither Feel 4 
nor Fear it. Nay, even bo _ 
there ate fome things FEuG 
whith the World calls ores ; their Feli- 
city is a Falfe Splendor , that dazles the 
Eyes of the Vulgar, but Our Rich Man is 
Glorious, and within. There's no 
Ambition in Hunger, or Thirſt : Let there 
be Food ; and no matter for the Tabte,the 
Dith, and the Servants ; - nor with what 
Meats Nature is fatisfy'd. Thoſe are the 
Forrhents of Lnxory, that rather Stuff the 
Stomach, than Fill it : It Ktudies rather to 
Canfe an Appetite, than to Allay it. "Tis 
not for Us to ſay, This i not Handfomt ; 
That's Common ; T*other offends my Eye. 
Nature 


F” Chop. XXV, Of. a Happy Life. ZIT 
" Neture Provides for Health, not, Delicacy. 
the Trampet Sounds a Charge, the 
Poor Man knows that be's not aim at ; 
When they cry out Fire, His Body is all 
has to La or, Bs be G take a 
ey, 's no up. © Streets, 
and Thronging of Paſſages ior a Parting 
Complement : A ſmall matter Fills he Bel- 
ly, and Contents his Mind ; he Lives from 
Hand to Mouth, without vg or aha 
ing for To morrow. The 
: Rich Man is but his Counterfeit ; his Wit 
is Quicker, and his Appetite's Calmer. 
NO Man finds Poverty a Trouble to 
* kim, but he that Lang by {az and he i, mh 
t- Fhinks jt ſo, Makes it ſo Does not 7jableſne 
2 Rich Man Travel more at ba66 with Leks is Opin 
Luggage, and Fewer Servants ? Does he 
pot Eat, many times, as Little, and as 
Gourſe, in the Field, as a Poor Man ? 
Dors he not, for his Own Pleafure, fome- 
times, and for Variety,'- Feed upon the 
Ground, and ufe only Earthen Veſſels ? 
Is be not a Mad-Man then, tat Always 
Fears what he often Deſires, and Dreads 
that he takes Delight to 1mi- 
tate ? He that would know the worſt of 
Poverty, let. him but compare the Looks 
of the Rich, and of the Poor, and he ſhall 
find the Poor Man to havea Smoother Brow, 
and to be more Merry at Heart ; or if any 
Frouble befals him, it paſſes over like a 
Cloud : : Whereas the Ocher , either his 
Good Humor is Counterfeit, or his yr 
CNOLY 
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SEN EC A Chap. XXV? k £ 
choly Deep, and Ulcerated,and'the Wore, 
becauſe hedares not Publickly-own his Miſ” 
fortune ; but he is Forc'd to Play'the Part 
of a Happy Man, eyen with a Cancer in 
his Heart. His Felicity is but Perſdnated, 
and if he were but ſtripp'd of--his Orns- 
ments , he would be Contemptible. In 
buying of a Horſe , we take off his Cloths 
and his Trappings, and examine hrs Shape 
and Body, for fear of ' being Cozen'd +: 
And ſhall we put an Eſtimate'upon a' Man 
for being ſet off by his Fortune, and Qua- 
lity ? Nay, if we ſce any thing off Ornas 
ment about him, we are to ſafpett lin the 
more for ſome Infirmity under-it. He that 
1s not Content in Poyerty, would not be 
fo neither in Plenty ; for the Fault is not 
in the Thing,but'in the Mind: © If That be 
Sickly, remove him” from a Kennel to'q 
Palace, he is at the ſame Paſs; for he 'car- 
ries his Diſeaſe along with him: What 
can be Happier'than That Condition both 
of Mind, and: of Fortune, from-which we 
canriot Fall ? What can. be a greater Feli- 
city, than in a Covetous Deſigning Age, for 
a Man'to live ſafe” among Informers, and 
Thieves ? It pats'a Poor Man into the\very | 
Condition of Providence, that Gives All , 
without Referving Any thing -to it Self. 
How. Happy is he that Owes nothing , 
but ro himſelf, 'and only that, which he 
can Eaſily Refaſe, or Eaſily Pay. I do not 
reckon Him Poor, that has but a Little , 
but he is {o, that Covets more ;- It is a Fair 
29, Degree 
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Degree of Plenty, to have. what's Neceſ- 
fary. Whether had a Man better find $a. 
turity in Want, or Hunger in Plenty ? Ir 
is not the Augmenting of our Fortunes , 
but the Abating of our -Appetites, that 
makes us Rich. Why may. not a Man ag 
well Contemn Riches in his Own Coffers, 
as in Another Man's ? And rather Hear that 
they are His , than feel them to be ſo ? 
Though it is a great matter not to be Cor- 
rupted, even by having them under the 
ſame Roof. He is the Greater Man that's 
Honeſtly Poor in the middle of Plenty, but 
he is the more ſecure,that is Free from the 
Temptation of that Plenty ; and has the 
leaſt Matter for another to Deſign Upon. 
It is no great buſineſs for a Poor Man to 
Preach the Contempt of Riches, or for a 
Rich man to extol-the Benefits of Poyerty 
becauſe. we do not know how either the 
One, or the Other would behave himſelf 
in the Contrary Condition, The beſt Proof 
1s,the doing of it by Choice,and not by Ne- 
ceſſity, for the Practice of Poverty in Jeſt, 
is a Preparation toward the Bearing of it 
in Earneſt. But it is yet a Generous Diſ- 
poſition ſo to provide for the worſt of 
Fortunes, as what may be eaſily born : the 
Premeditation makes them not only Tole- 
rable , but Delightful to us ; for there's 
That/in them, without which nothing can 
be Comfortable , that is to fay , Security. 
If there were nothing elſe in Poyerty, but 
the Certain Knowledge of our Friends, it 
5; were 
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SENECA Chap.) k x 
were packs moſt Deſirable Blefling, when * 
every Man leaves us but thoſe that love us. 

It is a ſhame to place the Happineſs of Life 
in Gold, and Silver, for which Bread and 
Water is ſufficient ; Or at the Worſt,Hun. 
ger puts an end to Hunger. For the Honor 
of Poverty, it was both the Foundarior,and 
the Cauſe of the Roman Empire; and no Man 
was ever yet ſo Poor,but he had enough to 
carry him to his . Journeys End. | 

ALL I defire is, that my Poverty Þ ma 


crity is the not be a burthen to iy ſelf, or make me 
Beſt State to others, and That is the beſt State of 
of Fortane. Fortune, that is neither directly neceſſi- 


tous , nor far from it. A Mediocrity of 
Fortune, with a Gentleneſs of Mind, will 
preſerve us from Fear, or Envy ; which is 
a Deſirable Condition, for no Man wants 
power to do Miſchief. We never conſider 
the Bleſſing of Coveting nothing, and the 
Glory of being full in our ſelves, without 
Depending upon Fortune. With Parci- 
mony, a Little is ſufficient, and without 
it, Nothing ; whereas Frugality makes a 
Poor Man Rich. If we loſe an Eftate, 
we had better never have had it : He 
that has Leaſt to Loſe, has Leaſt to Fear ; 
and thoſe are better ſatisfied whom For- 
tune never favour'd, than thoſe whom ſhe 
has forſaken. That State is moſt Com- 
modions, that lies betwixt Poverty, and 
Plenty. Diogenes underſtood this very well, 
when he put himſelf into an Incapacity of 
loſing any thing. That Courſe of Life , 
mo 
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moſt Commodious, which is both ſafe and - * 
| wholſome ; the Body is to be indulg'd no TY 
| farther than for Health, and rather-Morti- 
| fy'd, than not kept in SubjeCtion to the 

Mind. It is neceſlary to provide againſt 
: Hunger, Thirſt, and Cold ; and fomewhar 
| for a Covering to ſhelter us againſt other 


Inconveniences 3 but not a Pin matter whe- 

| ther it be of Turf, or of Marble. A Man 
may lie as Warm, and as Dry, under a 
Thatch'd, as under a Gilded Roof. Let 
the Mind be Great, and Glorious, and all  - 
other things are Deſpicable in Compariſon. 

The Futire is Uncertain, and I had rather 


. beg of my ſc" not 10 deſire any thing, than of 
| Fortune to beſtow it. 


THE EN D. 


| OF 
_ Anger. 


CHAP. I. 


Anger deſcrib'd ,, It is againſt Nature,and 
only to be found in Men. 


E are here to Encounter the 

\ / moſt Outragious, Brutal, Dan- 

gerons, and Intractable of, all 

Paſſions, the moſt Loathſome , 

s and Unmannerly. Nay, the 

moſt ridiculous too ; and the ſubduing of 

this Monſter will do a great deal toward the 

Eſtabliſhent of Humane Peace. It is the 

Method of Phyſicians, to begin with a De- 

ſcription of the Diſeaſe, before they med- 

dle with the Cure, and I know not why this 

may not do as well in the Diſtempers of the 
Mind, as in thoſe of the Body. 
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crid'd. 
What it is. 


IJ | Anger De- / 


of Puniſhing another for ſome Injury done. A- 
gainſt which it is Objected, That we-are-ma- 
ny times Angry with thoſe, that- never did 
hurt us,butpoſlibly may,though the harm he 
not as yet done. But, I ſay,that they hurt y 

already in Conceit: and the very Purpoſe of 
it is an injury in Thought, before it breaks 


out into Act. It 1s oppoſed again, That if ' 


Anger were a Deſire of Puniſhing,Mean Peo- 
ple would not be angry with Great Ones, 
that are out of their Reach : For, no Man, 
can be ſaid to Deſire any thing, which he 
Judges impoſlible to Compaſs. But,I anſwer 
to this ; That Arger is the Deſire, not the 
Power,and Faculty of Revenge : Neither is a- 
ny man ſo low,but that the greateſt Man a- 
live, may peradventure, lie'at his Mercy. 
ARISTOTLE takes Anger to be, A deſire 
of paying ſorrow for ſorrow; and of Plaguing 
thoſe that have Plagued us.ltis argu'd againlt 
both,that Beaſts are Angry ; though neither 
provok'd by anyinjury,nor mov*dwith a de- 
fire of any bodies Grief,or Puniſhment.Nay, 
thoigh they caule it, they do-not,deſign or 
ſeek it. Neither is Anger,(hovw unreaſonable 
ſoeverin it ſelf )found any where but in Rea» 
{onabtle Creatures.It is true;that Beaſts have 
an Impulſe of Rage,and Fierceneſs ; as they 
are more affeCted alſo than Men,with ſome 
Pleaſures:But we may as well call them Lux- 
urious and Ambitious,as Angry. Andyet they 


 arenot. without certain Images of Humane 


Afﬀeftions. They have their Likings, a 
their 
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THE Stoicks will have Anger to be, Adeſire '"” 


P2305 YO. th ams a... .... 


2 > 


HAI IS . 
ts ih hs M0 , 


3 Chap. 1. Of Anger. 
= their Loathings; but neither the Pafſions of 
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Reafonable Nature, nor their Vertnes, nor 


their Vices. They are mov*d to fury by ſome 


objeCts;they are quieted by others;they have 
their Terrors and their Diſappointments ; 
but, without RefleCtion : Andler them be ne- 
ver fo much Irritated,or Afﬀrighted,ſfoſoon 
as ever the Occaſion is remov'd, they fall to 
their Meat again, & lie down, and take their 
Reſt. Wiſdom, and Thought are the Goods 
of the Mind ; whereof Brutes are wholly In- 
capable ; and,we are as unlike them within, 
as we are without : They have an odd Kind 

of Phancy,and they have k Voice too ; but 
Inarticylate,and Confus'd, and Incapable of 
thoſe Variations which are Familiar to us. 


ANGER is not only a Vice, but a Vice p;, ,. 
point blank againſt Nature,for it divides,in gainft Na- 
ſtead of Joining ; and, in ſome meaſure fru- tare. 


ſtrates the End of Providencein Humane So- 
ciety. One Man was born to help another : 
Anger makes us deſtroy one another;the one 
Unites;the other Separates; the one is Bene- 
ficial to us;the other Miſchieyous : the one 
Succours even Strangers;the other Deſtroys 
even the moſt Intimate ' Friends : The one 
Ventures all to Save another , the other 
Ruins himſelf to Undo anather. Nature is 
Bountiful ; but Anger is Pernictous : For it 
is not Fear,but Mutual Love,that binds up 
Mankind. | 


THERE are ſome Motions that look like: 


Anger,which cannot properly be call'd fo ; 
az the Paſſion of the People againlttheGlad:- 
| & 1 ators 
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Several 


forts of 
Anger. 


F -334 ; 6 
«tors, when they hang off,;and will not diſ- 'W- 
patch themſelves, ſo long as the SpeCtators MW 


would have them : There is ſomething in it 
of the humor of Children;that if they get a 


fall,willnever leave bawling,till the naughty 


Ground is beaten,and then all js well again 
They are Angry without any Cauſe,or 1nju- 
ry ; they are deluded by an Imitation of 
ſtrokes,and pacify'dwithCounterfeit Tears. 
A Falſe, and a Childiſh Sorrow,is appeas'd 
withas falſe and as Childiſh aRevenge. They 
take it for a Contempt, if the Gladstators do 
not immediately caſt themſelves upon the 
Swords point. They look preſently about 
them from one to another,as who ſhouldſay, 
Do but ſee, my Maſters, how theſe Rogues 
abuſe us. | 

To deſcend to the particular Branches; 
and Varieties, would be unneceſlary, and 
endleſs. There is a Stubbon, a Vindictive, a 
Quarrelſome,a Violent,a Froward,a Sullen, 
a Moroſe kind of Anger ; And then we have 
this Variety in Complication'too. One goes 
no further than ob 
mediately to blows, without a word ſpeak- 
ing ; a Third ſort breaks out into Curling 
and Reproachful Language : And there are, 
that content themſelves with Chiding, and 
Complaining. There's a_ Conciliable An- 
ger,and there isan Implacable ; but in what 
form,or degree ſoever it appears,all Anger 
without Exception, is vicious. Oo 


Another proceedsim-., 


CHAP, 


£ Hah adrian”) "OO, "0 ITN. , : 48 J- F "T2 
w EEE Sat ; o ge . OE; > RS | " 
? * "> o 
Ky W's : he "—" 
* , o X dns 
. .” "a vB, 
: . 0 79 0 Ty Pl, 


48 


= 


Of Avger. 


CHAP. IL 
., be Riſe of Anger. 


'HE Queſtion will be here, Whether 
Anger takes ity Riſe from Impulſe,or 
| Judgment? That is, Whether it be moy'd of 
/ its own accord,or as many other things are _ 
) from within us,and ariſe we know not how? 
c The Clearing of this Point will lead us to 
t greater Matters. - 
z THE ff Motion of Arger,is,in truth, In- 7he f-8 
$ yoluntary; and only a kind of Menacing pre- Motion of 
- paration towards it. The ſecod deliberates ; Anger. 
> WW 2s who ſhould ſay, The Inury ſhould not paſs 
d without a Revenge;andthere ititops. TheThird 


2 is Impotent ; and,Right or Wrong, reſolves 
, upon Vengeance. The Firſ# Motion is not to 
c be avoided; nor Indeed the Second,any more 
$ than Yawning for Company : Cuſtom, and 
=. Care may leſlen it,but Reaſon it ſelf cannot 
- overcome it. The Third, as it Riſes upon 
g Conſideration, it muſt fall fo too ; for, that 
2 Motion which proceeds with Judgment,may 


d be taken away with Judgment. A Man thinks 
l- himſelf Injur'd, and hath a Mind to be-re- 
t veng'd, but, for ſome Reaſon, lets it reſt. 
T This is not properly Arger,but an Afton 

over-ruPd by Reaſon: A kind of Propoſal diſ- 
approv'd. And, What are Reaſon, and Aﬀe- 
Ction ; but only —_— of the. Mind for 


the 
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the better,or for the worſe? Reaſon Delibg- 
rates before it. Judges; But, Anger paſſes Sen- * 
tence without Deliberation:Reaſon only at- . 
tends the Matter in hand;but, Anger is ſtart- . 
led at every Accident : It paſles rhe Bounds ' 
of Reaſon ; and carries it away with it. In 
ſhort; Anger is an Agitation of the Mind that 


© proceeds to the Reſolution of a Revenge,the Mind 


aſſenting to it, There is no doubt but Anger 
is mov*dby the Species of an.Injury,but whe- 
ther that Motion beVoluntary,or Involunta- 
ry,is the Point in debate ; though it . ſeems 
manifeſt to me, that Anger does nothing, but 
where the mind goes along with ic. For,firſt 
to take an Offence,and then to meditate a 
Revengezand,after that, to lay both Propo- 
ſitions together, and ſay to my ſelf, This Inju- 
ry ought not to have been done; but as tbe Caſe 
ſtands, 1 muſt do my felf right. T his Diſcourſe 
can never proceed withoutthe Concurrence 
ofthe Will. The firſt Motion indeed is ſingle; 
but, all the Reſt is Deliberation,and Super- 
ſtrufture: There is ſomething underſtood,&. 
condemn'd ; an Indignation conceiv*d, and 
a Revenge propounded. :This can never be 
without the Agreement of the Mind to the 
Matter in deliberation. The end of this 
Queſtion 1s,to know the Nature,and Quali- 
ty of Anger. If it be bred in us,it will never | 
yield to Reaſon,for all Involuntary Motions | 
are Inevitable, and Invincible : as a kind of | 
Horror,and Shrugging upon the ſprinkling 
of cold Water;the Hair ſtanding on end at ill 
News : Giddineſs at the fight of a Precipice; | 
+ | Bluſhing | 


= "Qhbap. 11. Of Aer. 

"F Bluſhing at lewd Diſcourſe. In theſe Caſes, 
'Y Reaſon can do no good) but Anger may un- 
- . doubtedly be overcome byCaution,and good 


* the Condition of thoſe Accidents that befal 
us as Frailties of our Humanity : Amongſt 
which muſt bereckon'd the firſt Motions of 
the Mind, after the Opinion of an Injury re- 
ceiv'd,which it is not in the power of Hu- 
mane Nature to avoid:And this is it that af- 
fefts us upon the Stage, or in a Story.Can a- 
| ny Man read the Death of Pompey,andnot be 

| toucl*dwith any Indignation ? The ſound of 
a Trumpet rouſes the Spirits,and provokes 
Courage. It makes a Man fad to ſee the Ship- 
wrack even of an Enemy ; and we are much 
ſurpriz'd by fear in other caſes: All theſe Mo- 
tions are not ſo much Aﬀections,as Preludes 
to them. The Claſhing of Arms; or,the Bea- 
ting of a Drum,excites a War-Hogſe. Nay, 
a Song from Xenopbantes would make Alex- 
ander take his Sword in his hand. In all theſe 
Caſes,the Mind rather ſuffers than aQts; and 
therfore it is not an Aﬀection, ro be Mov'd 
but'ro give way to that Motion, and to follow 
willinglywhat was ſtarted by Chance. Theſe 
are not AfﬀeCtions, but Impulſes of the Bo- 
dy. The braveſt Man inthe World may look 
pale when he puts on his Armour; his knees 
knock, and his heart work before the Battel 
| Is join'd, but, theſe are only Motions: whereas 
Anger is an Excurſion,and propoſes Revenge 
or Puniſhment, which cannot be without the 
Mind. Ag Fear flies,ſo Anger Aſaults z and, 
| it 
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it is not poſſible to reſolveeither upon Vio- 7 
leace,or Caution, without the Concurrence 

of the Will. 
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CHAP. IIL 


Anger may be ſuppreſs d. 


T is an idle. thing to pretend, that we 
cannot Govern our Arger; for, ſome 
things that we do, are much harder than o- 
thers that we ought to do; the wildeſt Af- 
feftions may be tam'd by Diſcipline, and 
there is hardly any thing whichtheMind will 
do, but it may do. There-needs no more Ar- 
ment in this Caſe, than the Inſtances of 
everal Perſons, both Powerful and Impati- 
ent, that bave gotten the Abſolute Maſtery 
of themſelves in this point. 
 THRASIPPUS in his Drink fell foul up- 
I... the Cruelties of Piſftratus ; who, when he 
Maſters Was urgd by ſeveral about him to an 
his Anger, Example of him, return'd this Anſwer,Why 
ſhould 1 be Angry with a Man that ſtumbles uy- 
' on me blindfold ?! In eftet,molt of our Quar- 
rels are of our own making, either by ml- 
ſtake,or by Aggravation. Anger comes ſome- 
times npon us,but we go oftner to it ; 
inſtead of Rejecting ir, we Call it. ' 
The Gente.  AVGUSTUS was a great Maſter of his 
»eſs of Au} Paſſion: for Timagenes an Hiſtorian,wrote ie- 
gaſtus. veral bitter things againſt his Periop and = 
. Family; 
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= Chap. 1. Of Anger. 
; Family z which paſs'd _—_— People 


bly enough,as Pieces of raſh Wit com- 


"  monlydo.Ceſar advig'd him ſeveral times to 


forbear,and when that would not do,forbad 
him his Roof. After this, Aſinins Polio gave 
him entertainment ; and,he was ſo well be- 
lov'd in the City,that every Mans Houſe was 
open to him. Thoſe things that he had writ- 
ten in the honour of Auguſtus,he recited,and 
burntz& publickly =o eſs'd himſelf Ceſar's 
Enemy : Auguſtus,for all this,never fell out 
with any Man that receiv'd him;only once he 
told Polo,that he had taken a Snake into his 
Boſom : And,as Polo was about to excuſe 
bimſelf. No,(ſays Ceſar, interrupting him) 
makg your beſt of him;and,offtering to caſt him 
off at that very moment, if Cz/ar pleas'd : 
Do you think ({ays Ceſar) that I will ever con- 
miles t0 the Parting of you, that made you 
Friends ? for Pollio was angry with him b - 
fore,and only entertain'd him now, becauſe 
Ceſar had diſcarded him. 

THE Moderationof Antigonus was remar- 
kable;ſome of his Soldiers were railingat him 


twixt them : Antigonu over- heard them,and 
putting it gently aſide ; Soldiers, ſays he , 
ftand a littlefarther off, for fear the King ſhould 
bear you. And we are to conſider, not only 
violentExamples,but moderate,where there 
wanted neitherCauſeofdiſpleaſure,nor pow- 
er of Revenge : As in the Caſe of Anrigonus, 
who the. ſame night hearing his SoldiersCur- 
ling him for bringing theminto ſo ATA + 
My | E 


The Mode- | , 


- ration of 
one night,where there was butaHangingbe- a arigonus. 
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- he went to them, and, without telling them 


A Prederg- 
aan! Fear 


Maſters 
Anger 7. 


who he was, help'd them ont of it. Now, 
fays he, you may be allow'd to Carſe him that 
brought you into the Mire, provided you Bleſs 
bim that yook,_ you out of it. 

IT was a notable Story, that of Yedius 
Palo, upon his Inviting of Auguſtus to Sup- 
per. One of his Boys happend to break a 
Glafs ; and his Maſter, in a Rage,comman- 
ded him to be thrown into a Pond to feed his 
Lampreys. This Action of his might be ta- 
ken for Luxury,though,in truth,it was Cru- 
elty. The Boy was ſeiz'd, but brake looſe, 
and threw himſelf at Augryſtus his feet,only 
deſiring that he might not die that Death ? 
Ceſar in abhorrence of the Barbarity, pre- 
ſently order'd all the reſt of the Glaſles ro 
be broken ; the Boy to be releas*d,and the 
Pond to be filPd up, that there might be no 
farther Occaſion for an Inhumaniry of that 
Nature. This was an Authority well em- 
ploy*d.Shall the breaking ofaglaſs coſta man 
his Life ? Nothing but a predominant fear 
conld ever have maſter'd this Cholerick, and 
Sanguinary diſpoſition. This Man deſerv'd 
to die a Thouſand Deaths, either for cating 
Humane Fleſh at Second hand, in his Lam- 
preys, or for keeping of his Fiſh to be ſo fed. 

IT is written of Prexaſpes (a Favourite of 
Cambyfes's)who was ſo much given toWine 
that he took the Freedom to tell his Princeof 
his hard Drinking,and to lay before him rhe 
Scandal,and the Inconvenience of his Excef- 
ſes ; and how that in thoſe m— 
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® had not the Command of himelf. Now (fays 
 "Cambyſes )to ſhew you your miſtake ;, you ſhall 


ſee me drink deeper than ever I did,and yet keep 


' the uſe of my Eyes,and of my Hands, as. well 


as if I were ſober. Upon this, he drank to a 
higherpitch-than ordinary,and order'd Prex- 
ohies his Son to goout,and ſtand on the other 
{ide of the Threſhold,with his left arm over 
his Head ; And (ſays he) If I have' « good 
aim have at the heart of him.He ſhot, and up- 
on cutting up theYoung Man;they found in- 
deed that the Arrow had ſtruck him through 
the middle of the heart. What do you think. 
now( ſays Cambyſes)1s my hand ſteady, or no ? 
Apollo himſelf,fays Prexaſpes,could not have 
out-done it.It may be a Queſtion now,which 
was the greater Impiety, the Murther it ſelf, 
or the Commendation of it : for him to take 
the heart of his Son, while it was yet reaking, 
and Panting under the Wound, for an Occa- 
ſionof Flattery ; Why was there not another 
Experiment made upon the Father, totry if 
Cambyſes could not haveyet mended hisſhot? 
Thiswas a moſt unmanly Violation ofHoſpi- 
tality, but she Approbation of the FaCt was 
ſtill worſe than the Crime it ſelf. This Ex- 
awple of Prex4/ſpes proves ſufficiently that a 
Man may repreſs his Anger;for he return'd 
not one ill word ; no not ſo much as a Com- 
plaint ; but he paid dear for his good Coun- 
ſel. He had been wiſer perhaps,if he had let 
the King alone in his Cups,for he had better 
have drunk Wine than Blood. *Tis a dan- 
gerous Office to give Good Advice to In- 
temperate Princes, ANQ- 
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” An nftace ANOTHERinſtance of Anger ſuppreſs'd* 
Liver we have in Harpagus, who was commanded 
nA expoſe Cyrus upon a Mountain, but the 
Child was-preſerv'd ; which when 4ftyages 

came afterward to underſta he invited 
Harpagss to a Diſh of Meat;and when he had 

eaten his fill, he told him it was a piece of his 

Son, and ask'd him how he lik'd the ſeaſo- 

ning. Whatever pleaſes your Majeſty, ſays 
Harpagus, muſt pleaſe me ; and he made no 

more word's or't.It is moſt Certain that we 

might govern our Anger if we would ; for 

the ſame thing that Galls us at home, gives 

us Ro offence at all abroad, and what's the 

Reaſon of it,but that we are Patient in one 

Place, and Froward in the other ? 

IT was a ſtrong Provocation,that which 
The Mode- yy.25 given to Philip of Macedon;the Father of 
: Phi 7 Alexander: T he Athenians ſent their Ambal- 
” Macedon, ſadors to him,and they were receiv'd with 
| this Complement. Tell me Gentlemen, ſays 
Philip,What is there that I can do to oblige the 
Athenians? Demochares,one of the Ambaſla- 
dors,told him, That they would take it for a 
great Obligation if he would be pleas'd to 
hang himſelf. This Inſolence gave an Indig- 
nation to the By-ſtanders, but Philip bad 
them not to meddle with him, but &en to let 
that foul-mouth'd Fellow go as he came. 
And,for you, the reſt of the Ambaſſadors,lays 
he, Praye tell the Athenians, that jt ts worſe 
to ſpeak ſuch things, than to hear, and forgroe 
them. This Wonderful Patience under Con- 
tumelies was a great means of Philip's Sect- 
rity. CHAP. 
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CHAP. Iv. 
It is 4 ſhort madneſs, and a deformed Vice, 


E was much in the right whoever it was 

that firſt call'd 4ger,a ſhort Madneſs ; 

for they have both of them the ſame Symp- 
tomes ;z and there is ſo wonderful a reſem- 
blance betwixt the Tranſports of Choler,and 
thoſe of Phrenſie, that *tis a hard matter to 
know the One from the Other., A Bold, 
Fierce,and Threatning Countenance,as pale 
as Aſhes, and in the ſame moment as red as 
Blood ; a Glaring Eye; a Wrinkled Brow, 
Violent Motions, the Hands Reſtleſs, and 
perpetually in Action, Wringing,and Mena- 
cing,SnapPi of the Joints, Stamping with 
the Feet, Ir Staring, Trembling Lips, 
a Forc'd, and Squeaking Voice ; the Speech 
Falſe, and Broken p,and Frequent Sighs, 
and Ghoſtly Looks;the Veins i well.the Heart 
pants,the Knees knock, with a hundred diſ- 
mal Accidents that are Common to both Di- 
ſtempers. Neither is Anger a bare Reſem- 
blance only of Madneſs,but many times an 
irrevocable tranſition in the thing it ſelf. 
How many perſons have we known,read,and 
heard of, that have loſt their Wits in a Paſli- 
on,and never came to themſelvesagain?lt is 
therefore to be ayoided, not only for Mode- 
ration 
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rable Mind bs that is haraſgd with it ? for 
it leaves no place either for Counſel, or 
Friendſhip, Honeſty,or Good Manners ; No 


place either for the Exerciſe of Reaſon, or | 


for the Offices of Life. If I were to deſcribe 
it, I would draw a Tiger bath'd in Blood; 
ſharp ſer, and ready to take a leap at his 
Prey - or dreſs it up as the Poets repreſent 
the Furies,with Whips,Snakes, and Flames: 
It ſhould be Sour, Livid, full of Scars, and 
wallowing in Gore, Raging Up,and Down; 
Deſtroying, Grinning, Bellowing,and Pur- 
fuing ; Sick of all other things,and moit of 
all of it felf. jt turns Beauty into Deformiry: 
and the Calmeſt Counſels into Fierceneſs ; 
It diſorders our very Garments,and filks the 
Mind with Horror. How abontinable is it 
in the Soul then,when it appears ſo hideous 
eveu through the Bones, the Skin, and fo 
many Impzdiments ? Is not he a Ma4-man 
that has loſt 'the Goyernment. of himſelf, 
and is tofſs'd hither and thither by his Fory, 
25 by a Tempelt ? The Execationer-of his 
own Revenge,both with his heart and-hand; 
and the' Murtherer of his neareſt Friends !? 
The ſmalleſt matrer moves it,and- makes us 
Inſociable, and Inacceſſible. It does all things 


by Violence, as well upon it ſelf, as others; 


and it is,in ſhort, the Maſter of all Paſſions: 


SENECA Chapt 
ration ſake, but alſo for Health. Now if the ; 
outward appearance of Anger be ſo fouh,' 
and hideous, How deformed muſt that miſe- * 
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3 "Chap. IV. . Of Amer. 345 © 
© .THERE is nat any Creature ſo 8 Ter- g Al! Crea- 
©rible, and Dangerous by Nature, but it be- We; ne 
© Comes fiercer by-Anger. Not that Beaſts ;,,;z1. j, 
have humane Aﬀections, but certain Impul- Anger. 

ſes they have which come very near them. 

The Boar foams, champs, and whets his 

Tusks ; the Bull toſles his horns in the Air, 
Bounds,-and-tears up the Ground with his 

Feet. The Lyon Rores, and Swinges him- 

ſelf with his Tail ;.the Serpent Swells, and 

there is a Ghaſtly kind of fellneſs in the A- 

| ſpe ofa Mad Dog. How great a Wicked- 


| neſs is it now to Indulge a Violence, that 
) does not only turn a Man into a Beaſt, but 
R makes even the moſt outrageous of Beaſts 
f themſelves to be more Dreadful, and Mif- 


o chievous / A vice that carries along with 
; it neither Pleaſure, nor Profit, neither Ho- 
(o nor, nor Security, but on the Contrary, 


i deſtroys us to all the Comfortable, and 
Is Glorious Purpoies of our Reaſonable Being. 
0 W Some there are, that will have the Root of 
n WW it to be Greatneſs of Mind. And why may 
'; WW wenot as well entitle /mpudence to Courage, 
Y, MW whereas the one is Proud, the Other Brave; 
Is the One is Gracious, and Gentle, the Os» 
d; W ther Rude,and Furious ? at the ſame rate, 
we nay aſcribe Magoanimity to Avarice , 
us Luxury and Ambition, which are all but 
185 WW Splendid Impotences, withqut Meaſure;and 
15; WW without Foundation. There is nothing 
ns." WF Great, but what is Vertuous, nor indeed 
traly Great, but what is alſo Compoygd , 
_. | and Quiet. Anger, alaſs! is but a Wild, 
RE Aa Impe- 


Impetuous Blaſt, an Empty Tumor , the 
very Infirmity of Women, and Children's" 
a Brawling,Clamorous Evil : And the more 
Noiſe, the leſs Courage,as we find it com- 
monly, that the Boldeſt Tongues have the 
Fainteſt Hearts. 


CHAP. V. 
Anger is neither Warrantable, nor Uſeful. 


N the firſt place, Anger is as Unwerran | 
cable, as it is VUnju# : For it falls many 
times upon the wrong perſon,and diſchar- 
ges it ſelf upon the Innocent, inſtead of MW # 
the Guilty : beſide the diſproportion of 4 
making the moſt trivial Offences to be Ca- M 
pital, and puniſhing an Inconſiderate Word 21 
Perhaps with Torments, Fetters, Infamy, Y 
or Death. It allows a Man neither Time, fo 
nor Means for Defence, but Judges a Canſe MW M 
without Hearing it, and admits of no Me- th 
diation. lt flies in the face of Truth it ſel, W de 
if it be of the Adverſe Party ; and turns MW co 
Obſtinacy in an Error, into an Argumen 8 mc 
of Juſtice. It does Every thing with Ag- W anc 
tation, and Tumult : Whereas Reaſon,and WW he 
Equity, can deſtroy whole Famities,if there © for 
be Occaſion for*r,even to the extinguiſhing W Che 
of their Names, and Memories, without WU no | 
any Indecency, either of Countenance, 0! I Val 
Action. ' * 
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SECONDLY, It is Inſocigble to the 


347 , 
+ higheſt point;for it ſpares neither Friend, a 4nger is 
nor Foe Nh tears ng Pieces, and caſts Infociable | 
Humane: Nature into a perpetual State of 
War. It diſſolves the Bond of Mutual So- 
ciety, inſomuch that our very Compani- 
ons, and Relations, dare not come near us z 
it renders us unfit for the Ordinary Offices 
of Life, for we can neither govern our 
Tongues,our Hands, nor any part of our 
' Body. It tramples upon the Laws of Hoſ- 
pitality, and of Nations, leaves every Man 
to be his own Caryer, and all things Pub-. 
lick, and Private , Sacred, and Profane, 
ſuffer Violence. | 
THIRDLY, It is to no purpoſe. Þ *T;sb it is Vn. 
4 ſad thing, we cry, to put up theſe Injuries, ſable. 
and we are not able to bear them ;, as if any 
Man that can bear Azyger, could not bear 
an Injury, which is much more ſupportable, 
You'll fay, that Anger does ſome good yet, 
for it keeps People in Awe, and ſecures a 
Man from Contempt ; never conſidering , 
that it is more dangerous to be fear'd, than 
deſpis'd. Suppoſe that an Angry Man 
could do as much as he threatens ; the 
more Terrible, he is ſtill the more odious ; 
and on the other ſide, if he wants Power, 
he is the more deſpicable for his Anger ; 
for there is nothing more wretched than a 
Cholerick Huff, that makes a Noiſe, and 
no body cares fort. If Anger ſhould be 
Valuable becauſe Men are afraid of it; Why 
not an Alder, a Toad, or a Scorpion as 
Aa2 well ? 


ors, and there is nothing in the World 
-which we will not do, either for Pleaſure, 
or profit. To be Angry at Offenders, is 
to make our ſelves the Common Enemies of 
Mankind, which is both weak, and wic- 
ked ; and we may as well be Angry that 
our Thiſtles do not bring forth Apples; 
or that every Pebble in our Grounds is not 
an Oriental Pearl. If we are Angry both 
with Young Men, and with Old, becauſe 
they do offend ? Why not with Infants too, 
becauſe they will offend? It is Laudable to 
rejoice for any thing that is Well done; 
but, tobe tranſported for another Man's 
doing 11, is narrow, and ſordid. Nor 1s 
it for the dignity of Vertue to be either 
Angry, or Sad. It is with a Tainted Mind 
as with an' Ulcer, not only the Touch, but 
the very offer at it makes us ſhrink, and 
Complain; when we come once to be car- 
ry'd off from our Poize, we are loſt. ln 
the Choice of a Sword, we take care that 
it be wieldy, and well mounted; and it 
Concerns us as much to be wary of engaging 
inthe Exceſles of Ungovernable Paſſions 
It is not the ſpeed of a Horſe altogether 
that pleafes us, unleſs we find that he cal 
Stop, and turn at Pleaſure. 'Tis a ſign 
of Weakneſs, and a kind of Stumbling, for 
a Man to Run, when he Intends — * 


bl 


SENEC 4 ChipV.l 
well ? It wakes us lead the Life of Gladia. MW. 
tors ; we Live, and we Fight together. We *W- 
hate the Happy, deſpiſe the Miſerable,en- 
vy our Superlors, .inſult upon our Inferi- 


(c 


"Walk ; and it behoves us to have the ſame 
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Command of our Minds that we have of our 
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"Bodies. Beſide that, the greateſt Puniſh- 
ment of an Injury is the Conſcience of ha- 
ving done itz and no Man ſuffers more ,; 
than he that is'turn'd over to the Pain of a 
Repentance. How much better is it to 
Compoſe Injuries, than to Revenge them ? 

For it does. not only ſpend time, but the 
Revenge of one Injury expoſes us to more.. 

In fine, as it is unreaſonable to be Angry 
at a Crime, it is as fooliſhto be Angry with- 
BUT boneſt Man then b 
S © May not an hone an then be al- | 
low'd to be Ay at the Murther of his F 3- Cafe Alon. 
ther, or the Raviſhing of his Sitter, or Daugh- able. 

ter, before his Face ? No, not at all; I will 

defend my Parents,and 1 will repay the In- 

juries that are done them ; but it is my Pie- 

ty, and not my Anger that moves-me to it. 


- I will do my Duty without Fear,or confu- 


fion ; I will not Rage,I will not Weep ; but 
diſcharge the Office of a good Man, with- 
out forfeiting the dignity of a Man. If my 
Father be aſlaulted;1'll endeavour to reſcue 
him ; If he be kill'd, Ill do right to his 
Memory ; and all This, not in any tranſ- 
port of Paſſion ; but in Honor, and Con- 
{cience. Neither is there any need of An- 
ger where Reaſon does the ſame thing. A 
Man may be Temperate,and yet Vigorous, 
and raiſe his Mind according to the Occa- 
ſion, more or leſs, as a Stone is thrown ac- 
cording to the Diſcretion, and Intent of 
Aa 3 the 
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SENECA Ohp.V: 

tlie Caſter. How outrageous have I ſeeri ._- 
ſotne People for the Loſs of a Monkey, ora 8 
Spaniel; and where it not a ſhame to-have®” 
the ſame ſenſe for a Friend that we have 
for a Puppy ; and to cry like Children, as 
Much for a Bauble as for the Ruine of our 
Country ? This is not an effect of Reaſon, 
but of Infirmity. For a Man indeed to ex- 
Poſe his Perſon for his Prince, his Parents, 
or his Friends, out of a ſenſe of Honeſty, 
and a Judgment of Duty, it is without diſs 
pute, a worthy, and a Glorious Action ; 
but it muſt be done then with Sobriety; 
Calmneſs, and Refolution. It is high time | 
to convince the World of the Indignity, | 
and uſeleſneſs of this Paſſion, when it has 
the Authority, and Recommendation of 
no leſs than Ar:/torle himſelf, as an AﬀeCti- 
on very much conducing to all Heroick 
Actions that require Heat, and Vigour : | 
Now, to ſhew on the other ſide, that it1s | 
not in any Caſe Profitable, we ſhall lay & 
pen the Obſtinate, and Unbridled Madneſs 1 
of it : A Wickedneſs, neither ſenſible of 1 
Infamy, 'nor of Glory ; without either Mo+ 1 
deſty, or Fear ; and if it paſſes once front 
£ 

£ 

4 
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Anger into a harden'd Hatred, it is Ipcu- 
rable. It is either ſtronger than Reaſon, 
or it is weaker. If ſtronger, there is no 
contending with it ; if weaker, Reaſon will 
do the bufinefs without it. Some will hare 
it that an Angry Man is Good-Natur'd, and 
Sincere, whereas in truth, he only lays him- F 
ſelf open aut of heedleſneſs, and want of  & 
_—_— | Caution. 
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to counterfeit: Anger ; as upon the Stage : 
Nay upon the Bench, and in the Pulpit, 
K where the Imitation of it is more effetual, 
: than:the thing it elf. Bur it is a great er- 
$ ror, ito take this Paſſon either for a Com- 
- panion, or: for an Aſſiſtant to Vertue ; that 
3 WM makes'a:man incapable of all thoſe Neceſ- 
f fary Counſels, by which Vertue is to go- 
- 
{ 


vern her ſelf, Thoſe are falſe, and Inau- 
_-_ Powers, and DeſtruCtive of them- 
ſelves, wich ariſe only from the Acceſlion, 
and-'Feryor of a Diſeaſe. ; Reaſon Judges 
) according toright z Anger will have every 
| +hing ſeem: right whatever it does; and 
: When it has once pitcht upon a Miſtake , 
1 it 1s never to be convinc'd ; but prefers a 
, Pertinacy even in the greateſt Evil, before 
i F the molt neceſſary Repentance. 

Aa4 SOME 


R d It ix mere ger 4 Enflarpes, and: Animates the Soldie 2x 


Wn. SENEC 4 Chap. V? 
* - SOME Peopleare of Opinion, that ''And7 


that it is a. Spur tq bold, and-arduons Us"? 
dertakings, and-that it were better to Mo- 
* derate, than whiolly to-ſuppreſs it; for fear 
of diſſolving the Spirit, and force of the 
Mind. To this I anſwer, That Vertue does 
not need the help of Vice, . bat where there 
is any Ardor of Mind Neceſlary,' we -may 
ronze our ſelves, and be more or leſs brisk; 
and vigorons, as there is occaſion : But all 
without Anger ftill. 'Tis a miſtake to ſay, 
that we may make uſe of Anger as a Com- 
mon Soldier, byt not 'as a Commander; 
for if it hears Reaſon, and follows Orders, 
It is not properly Anger; and- if -it does 
Not, it is Contimacious , and: Mutinous 
 -By this Argument a Man muſt 'be Angry 
to be Valiant'; Covetous'to -be- Induſtris 
ous ; Timorous-to be ſafe, which make 
our Reaſon confederate with our AﬀeRtis 
ons. And *tis all -one whether: Paſſion he 
Inconſiderate without Reaſori, or: Reaſon 
Incffetnal without Paſſion; -Since the-one 
catinot be without the other. ?Tis true, 
"the leſs the Paſſion, the leſs is the Miſchief; 
for a little Paſſion is the ſmaller Evil: Nay 
fo far is it from being of Uſe; or Advantage 
in the Field,that?tis the'place of all others 
where ?ris the moſt dangerous :' for the & 
tions of War are to he managed with Or- 
der, and Caution, not Precipitation ' and 
Phancy : Whereas Anger is heedleſs, and 
heady, and the Vertue only of Barbarow 
we os | Nations, 


©-©t ip. V. Of Anger. 
= Nationi, which, though their Bodies were 
= mach ſtronger, and more harden'd, were 
--Mill worſted by the Moderation, and Diſci- 
© pline of the Romans. There is not upon 
the Face of the Earth, a Bolder, or a more 
Indefatigable Nation than the 'Germanrs ; 
not a Braver upon a Charge, nor a Hardier 
againſt Colds, and Heats ; their only De- 
- light, and Exerciſe, is in Arms, to the Uc- 
ter neglect of all things elſe : and yet upon 
the Encounter, they are broken and de- 
ſtroy'd through their own Undiſciplin'd 
Temerity,. even by the moſt effeminate of 
Men. The Huntſman is not Angry with 
the wild Boar, when he either purſues, or 
receives him ; a good Sword-man watches 
| his Opportunity, and keeps himſelf upon 
his Guard, . whereas Paſlion lays a Man o- 
pen : nay, it is one of the Prime Leſſons in 
a Fencing-School, to learn not to be An- 
gry. If Fabius had been Cholerick,, Rome 
.had been lo: and before he conquered Han- 
nibal, he Qvercame Himſelf. If Scipio had 
been Argry,he would never haye left Harn- 
zibal, and his Army, (who were the proper 
Objetts of his- Diſpleaſure ) to- carry the 
War into Africk, and ſo compaſs his End 
by a more temperate way. Nay, he was 
ſo ſlow, that it was charg'd upon him for 
bs want of Mettle, and Reſolution. And what 
- did the Other Scipio ? ( Africanus 1 mean ) 
d how much time did he ſpend before Numarn- 
il tia, to the Common Grief both of his Coun- 
5 try, and Himſelf, though he reduc?d it, at 
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Child, to ſurvive the ruines of it.” If An- 
ger makes 2 Man fight better ; 'fo doeg 
Wine, Phrenſy, nay and Fear it ſelf ; For 
the greateſt Coward in deſpalr does the 
greateſt Wonders. No man is Courageous 
in his Anger, that was not ſo without it. 
Bnrt put the Caſe that Anger, by Accident, 
may have done ſome good, and fo have Fe- 
vers remov'd ſome diſtempers ; but it is an 
Odions kind of Remedy, that makes us in- 
debted to a Diſeaſe for a Cure. How ma- 
ny Men have been preſerv'd by Poiſon ; by 
a Fall from a Precipice z by a Shipwrack 
by a Tempeſt ? Does it therefore follow 
that weare to recommend the PraQtice of 


theſe Experiments ? ; 


BUT, in Caſe of an Exemplary, and * Pro. 
frtnte Diſſolution of Manners, when Cloding 


Pabliik ſhall be preferr'd, and Cicero rejefed ; when 
Wikedneſs, Loyalty ſhall be broken apon the Wheel, and 
ſhelf wrier 
beat Peace, 


Treaſon fit Triumphant upon the Bench ,, I 
not this a Subjef} to mave the Choler of any 
Vertnons Man ? No, by no means, Vertue 
will never allow of the Correcting of one 
Vice by another ; or that Anger, which 
is the Greater Crime of the twa, ſhould 
preſume to puniſh the leſs, It is the N#- 
rural Property of Vertue to make a Man 
Serene, and Cheerful z and it is not for the 
Dignity of a Philoſopher, ta be Tranſpor- 


ted either with Grief, or Anger : And _ 
e 


SENECA Chap.Y | 
aft, by ſo miſerable a Famine, that the liv. 
habirants laid violent hands upon - then” 
ſelves, and left neither Man, Woman, nor "i": 
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_ the End of Anger is Sorrow, the conſtant 
_ effect of ciſappointmeat, and Repentance. 
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Sat, to my purpoſe. If a Man ſhould be 
Angry at Wickedneſs , the Greater the 
Wickedneſs.is, the Greater muſt be his 
Anger : And ſo long as there is Wicked- 


. neſs inthe World, he mult never be pleas'd. 


Which makes his Quiet dependent upon 
the Humor, or Manners of Others. There 
paſſes not, a day over our heads, but he that 
is Cholerick, ſhall have ſome Cauſe , or 
other of diſpleaſure, either from Mep, AC- 
cidents , or Buſineſs. He ſhall neyer ſtir 
out of his houſe,” but he ſhall meet with 
Criminals of all ſorts z Prodigal, -Impu- 
dent, Covetous, Perfidious, Contentious 
Children -perſecuting their Parents ; Pa- 
rents curſing their Children ; the Innocent 
accuſed,the Delinquent acquitted, and the 
Judge praCtiſing that in, his Chamber,which 
he 'condemns upon the Bench : In fine , 
where-ever there are Men, there are — 
and upon theſe Terms, Socrates himſe 


ſhould never bring the ſame Countenance 


reugy again , that he carry'd out with 


1F Anger were Sufferable in any Caſe, 

it might be allow'd againſt an Incorrigibte 
Cciminal,under the hand of f Juſtice : But _ 
Puniſhment is not matter of Anger , but f 7*ftice is 
of Caution. The Law is without Paſſion = wat 
and ſtrikes Malefattors as we do Serpents, "2 
and Venomous Creatures, for fear of grea- 

ter Miſchjef. It is not for the dignity ofa 


Jadge, * 
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For he condemns the Vice, not the Man ; 
and looks upon the Wickedneſs without 
Anger, 2s he does upon the Proſperity of 
Wicked Men withont Envy. But though 
he be not Angry, I would have him a little 
movd, in point of Humanity ; but yet 
without any Offence either to his Place,or 
Wiſdom. Our Paſſions vary, but Reaſon 
3s equal ; and it were a great Folly for that 
which is Stable, Faithful, and Sound, to 
repair for Succour to that which is Uncer- 
tain, Falſe, and Diſtemper'd. Ifthe Of- 
fender be Incurable, take him ont of the 
World, that if he will not be _ may 
ceaſe to be Evil 3 but this muſt be without 
Apger too. Does any Man hate an Arm, 
or a Leg, when he cuts itoff , or reckon 
That a Paſſion, which is only a Miſerable 
Cure ? We knock mad Dogs on the head, 

and remove Scabbed Sheep out of the Fold : 

and this is not Anger ſtill, but Reaſon; to 

ſeparate the Sick from the Sound. Juſtice 

cannot be Angry ; nor is there any need of 


'an- Angry Magiſtrate, for the Puniſhment 


of Fooliſh, and Wicked Men. The Power 


, of Life and Death, muſt not be managd 
, With Paſſion. We give a Horſe the Spur, 


that is reſtiff, or jadiſh, and tries to caſt 
his Rider. Burt, this is without Anger too, 
and only to take down his Stomach, and 


bring him, by Correction, to nm 
'Ti 


_._"SENEC 4 Chap Vl 
Judge, when he comes to pronounce the 2 
fatal Sentence, to expreſs any Motions of Þ 
Anger in his Looks, Words, or Geſtures : 
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0” Chap. V. Of Anger. 359: © 
K- -?TI1S true, that Correftion is Neceſſary, 
"=» yet within Reaſon, and Bounds, for it g coyref;m 
"WW: does not Hurt, but Profit us-under an Ap-is neceſſary, 
4 e of Harm.. Ill Diſpoſitions in the #*t withis 
Mind are to be dealt with as thoſe in the 5994 
Body z The - Phyſician firſt tries Purging, 
and Abſtinence ; if This will not do, he 
proceeds to Bleeding, nay to Diſmembring 
rather than fail ; for there's no Operation 
too ſevere that ends in Health. The Pub- 
lick Magiſtrate begins with Perſwaſion,and 
his buſineſs is, to beget a Deteſtation for 
| Vice, and a veneration for Vertue : From | 
Thence if need be,he Advances to Admoni- 
tioh, and Reproach, and then to Puniſh- 
ments ; but Moderate, and Revocable, un- 
leſs the Wickedneſs be incurable, and then 
| the Puniſhment muſt be ſo too. There's 
| only This Difference, the Phyſician, when 
| he cannot ſave his Patient's Life,endeavours 
to make his Death Eaſie ; but the Magi- 
ſtrate Aggravates the Death of the Crimi- 
nal, with Infamy, and Diſgrace : not as 
Delighting in the ſeverity of it (for no 
Good Man can be fo Barbarous) but for 
Example, and to the end that they that 
will do no good Living,may do ſome Dead. 
The end of all Correction, is either the 
Amendment of Wicked Men, or to prevent 
| the Influence of Ill Example : For men are 
| Puniſh'd with a Reſpect to the Future, not 
to expiate Offences Committed, but for 
fear of worſe to come. Publick Offenders 
muſt be publickly Executed, that their Pu- 
niſhment 


SENECA Chap.V:! 
niſhment may be a Terror to Others ; but? 
ſtill 21ll this while, the' Power of Life and® 
Death muſt not be Manag'd with Paſſion. 
The Medicine, in the mean time -muſt be 
ſuired to the Diſeaſe : Infamy cures One ; 
Pain Another ; Exile cures a Third ; Beg- 
gary, a Forth ; but there are ſome that 
are only to be 'Cur'd by the Gibbet. I 
would be no more Angry with a Thief,or 
a Traitor, than | am Angry with my Self 
when Topen a Vein. All Puniſhment is but 
a Moral, or a Civil Remedy. - I do not do 
on thing that is very Ill ; but yet I Tranſ- 

Often. Try me firſt with a Private 
Keffebenton; and then with a Publick 5 
If That will not ſerve, ſee what Baniſhment 
will do ; If nox That neither, load me with 
Chains, lay me in Priſon : But if I ſhould 
roveWicked even for Wickedneſsſake,and 
eave no Hope of Reclaiming me, it would 
be a kind of Mercy to deſtroy me. Vice is 
Incorporated with me ; and there's ne Re- 
medy, but the taking of Both away toge- 
ther ; bur ſtill, without Anger. 
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Anger in General, with the Danger, and | | 
Effe&s of it. b 


HERE is no Surer Argument of a 
Great Mind, than not to be tranſ- 
ported to Anger by any Actcident*: The 
Clonds, - and the Tempeſts are form'd be- 
low, but all «Fbove is Quiet, and Serene : 
which is the Emblem of a brave Man, that 
preſſes all Provocations, and lives with. 
in himſelf, Modeſt, Venerable, and-Cam- 
pos'd : Whereas Anger isa Turbulent hu- 
mor, which at firſt daſh caſts off all ſhame, 
without any regard to Order, Meaſure,or 
good Manners ; tranſporting a Man into 
Misbecoming Violences, with his Tongue, 
his Hands, and every part of his Body. 
And whoever conſiders the Foulneſs, and 
the Brutality of this Vice, muſt acknow- 
tedge, that there is no ſuch Monſter in Na- 
ture, 8s one Man raging againſt another, - 
and laboring to ſink that, which can never 
bedrown'd, but with himſelf for Company. 
It renders us incapable,cither of Diſcourſe, 
or of other common. Duties. Ir is of all 
Paſſions the moſt Powerful : for it makes a 
Man that is in Love, to kill his Miſtreſs ; 
The Ambitious Man to trample upon his 
Honors, and the Covetous ta throw my 
is 


| his Fortune. There is not any Mortal that” 


= = 
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lives free from the danger of it,for it makes* 
even the heavy, and the good Natur'd to” 
be fierce and outrageous ; It invades us 
like a Peſtilence, the Luſty as well as the 
Weak, and is not either ſtrength of Bo- 
dy, or a good Diet, that can ſecure us 
againſt it; nay the Learnedſt, and Men 
otherwiſe of exemplary Sobriety, are infe- 
ſted with it. It is ſo potent a Paſſion, that 
Socrates durſt -not truſt himſelf with it: 
Sirrah (ſays he, to his Man) mow would [ 
beat you, if I were not angry with you, 
There is no Age, or SeCt of Men that 
Scapes it. Other Vices take us one. by 
one ; but This like an Epidemical Conta- 
gion, ſweeps all : Men, Women and Chil- 
dren ; Princes, and Beggars are carry'd a- 
way with it in Sholes, and T roops,as one 
Man. It was never ſeen that a whole Nas 
tion was in Love with one Woman, or U- 
nanimouſly bent upon one Vice : But here 
and there, ſome particular Men are tain- 
ted with ſome Particular Crimes : whereag 
in Anger, a ſingle word many times ins ' 
flames the whole Multitude, and Men be- 
take themſelves Preſently to Fire , and 
Sword upon it ; the Rabble takes upon them 
to give Laws to their Governors ; the Com- 
mon Soldiers, to their Officers ; to the Ru- 
ine,not only of Private Families, but of 
Kingdoms; turning their Arms againſt their 
own Leaders,and chuſing their own Gene- 
rals. There's no publick Council ; no put: 
Ling 
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nope fs Þ no man living knows. Thees 

we bo greater Slavey certainly, than thoſe 

ſerve Neg vs Anger, for they improve their 
Misfortunes by an Impatience more inſy 


porable than the Calamie that caſes i 
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rage imaginable. Ir ſpares neither Ages 
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Poor rr 
ons,but fluſhes likeGun-powder,bley 
ing up all in a Monione. Neither does | 
only 'preſs to the Mark; but ores eve- 
ry thing in the wayto't.- Other Vicesdrive 
's, but This ' Hurries us headlong ; other 
Paſſions ſtand firm Themſelves,though pers 
haps we cannot reſiſt them, but this cons 
ſumes, and deſtroys it ſelf : It falls like 
Thunder, or a Tempeſt; with an Irreys- 
cable Violence, that gathers ſtrength in the 
Paſſage, and-then evaporates in the Cot 
cluſion. Other Vices are Unreaſonable, but 
this is' Unhealthfal too ; Other diſtempen 
have their Intervals, and butin 
.this we are thrown down, as a Precþ 
pice; There is not any thing ſo amazing 
. to others, or ſo deſtrutive-to it ſelf :-8 
Proud, and Infolent, if it ſucceeds ; or 
Extravagant, if it be diſappointed. No 
repulſe diſcourages it, and for want of 6 
ther Matter to work upon, it falls foul up 
on it ſelf; and let the Ground be never' 
Trivial,it is ſufficient for the Wildeſt ont- 


Sex, nor Quality. Some people would 
Luxurious perchance , but that they are 
Poor Lo_ —_ -— ky = way not 
perpetually at-wor e Simpliaty 
of a Country Life keeps many men-in Igno- 
rance of the * Frauds and Impieties 
Courts, and Camps : But, no Nation, 0 
Condition of Men is exempt from the im 
preſlions of Anger, and it is equally dange- 

rous, 
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ws; as well in War, -as ia Peace. We 


ts will be made Familiar ; 
"Bulls —> ppp inde ride upon their 
backs, anc Play with their horns; Bears, 
and Ly y 


ood Uſage; will be brought 
tofawn upon their Maſters : How deſperate 
A is it then for Men, after the re- 


caiming of the fierceſt of Beaſts, and "the 

bringing of them to be trattable, and do- 
meſtick, to becomeyet worſe than Beaſts 
one to another ? Alexander had two Friends 
Chrus, and Lyſamacbus; the One he expos'd 
taLyon, the Other -to Himfelf, and be 
that was turn'd looſe to the Beaſt eſcapd. 
Why do we not rather make the beſt of a 
fort Life; and; render our ſelves Amiable 
tall while we:Live, . and Deſirable when 
weDic? Oi #4; 3: 

HLET; us bethink our ſelves of our Morta- 
lity;and not ſquander away the little Þ time 
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at- W Life, than be ſtill contriving how: to gall Peace, 
\ W add torment: another's ? In all our Braw- 

Fo lngs, and Contentions, never; ſo much as 

arc} dreaming of aur own weakneſs.Do we not, 

not © know that theſe! implacable Enmities of 

cit] urs lie at the” Mercy of a Fever, or any 

no- WY petty Accident to diſappoint ? Our Fate is 

of @hand, and the very bour that we bave ſet 

;, of ©} for another Mans Death; may peradven- 

in-  are.be prevented-by our own.: What is it 


ZY. 


that we make all this buſtle for ; and fo 
45 Bbz need- 


that we have, vpon.Animokſities, and Feuds, Þ Anger i 
#1if it were never to be'at an end. Had we To of 
mt better-:eojoy the Pleaſure of:our own ,,,1; 
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needleſly diſquiet our Minds we are offed 
ded withour Servants,our Maſters;ourPyi 


ces, our Clients: *Tis but 2 little Patiency 


and we-:ſhall -be all of us Equal; fo tt 
there's no-veed either of:Ambuſhes, or 


Combats. Our Wrath cannot go beyone 


Death ; and Death will moſt uz 

come, whether we be /peevith, or qui 
"Tis time loſt to take Pains to do that; 
which will infallibly be-done without ug 
But, ſappoſe that we would. only have og 
Enemy Baniſh*d, Diſgrac'd, os Damag 
tet his puniſhment: be more' or 1eſs,it 1s ye 
tco long, either for him to be imhuma 
tormented, or for vs our ſelves tobe m 
barbarouſly pleas'd with-it. ' 1t holds 
Anger; as in- Mourning, it-muſt, and wil 
at laſt fall of it ſelf : let us look to it tha 
betimes, for when*tis once come'to ani 
habit, we ſhall never want matter to fel 
it ; and tis much- better to oyercome as 
Paſſions , -than' to be. overcome by them 
Some way -or other, either our Parents 
Children;Servants, Acquaintance,or Strat 
gers, witl be continually vexing us. W 
are to{gd hither, and thither;by bur Aﬀett: 
ons, like a Feather in a Storm, and by freb 
Provocations the Madneſs becomes perpe 
tual. Miſerable Creatures 7 Phat ever at 
Precious hours ſhould be fo' ill employ! 
How proneand eager ars we'in our Hatrth 
and how backward in our Love? Were it nd 
much better-now to be making of Fri 


ſhips ; pacifying of Enemies ; dowg of gut 
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tes both Publick and Private 5 than-to 
El meditating of miſchief, and defign- 
og How to” wound one Man in his Fame, 
atiother in his Fortune, a Fhird in his Per- 
ſo? the One being ſo Eaſie, Innocent,and 
Safe 3 and the Other ſo Diffticalt, Impious,. 
and Hazardous. Nay take a Man in Chains, 
aid at the Foot of his Oppreflor; How 
many are there, who, even inthis Caſe , 
ave maim'd themſelves in the heat of their 
Violence upon others? , 
"THIS Untractable Paſſion is much more 
*ealily kept out, than Govern'd when it is, ,,,., 
' once Admitted ; for the ſtronger will give may be 
Laws to the Weaker; and make Reaſon a berter kepe 
ſkve to the Appetite. Jt carries us head- 9 than 
bg, and in the Courſe of our Fury, we 99"<: 
kave no more Command of our Minds, than 
we have of our Bodies down a precipice 
when they are once in Motion there's no 
fop till they come to the bottom. Not 
that it is poſſible for a Man to be warm 
in Winter ; and not to ſweat in Summer, 
either by the benefit of the Place, ' or the 
hardineſs of the Body. And, in like man- 
ter, we may provide againſt Anger. But 
certain it is, that Vertue and Vice can never 
apree in the fame Suhje&t; and one may be 
@well a Sick Man and a Sound at the ſame 
time, as a Good Man, and an Angry. Be- 
fide, if we will needs be Quarrelſome, it 
muſt be either with our Superior,our Equal 
or Inferior. To contend with our Superior 
Is Folly, and Madyeſs ; with our Equals it 
B b 3 is 
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is Doubtful, and Dangerons; and with. our 
Iaferiors '*cjs Baſe. Nor does any; Man know® 
but that he that: is now /our. Enemy, may. 
come hereafter to be our Friend, over and. 
above | the Reputation- of. Clemency, and 
Good Nature. And what can be more Ho-. 
norable, or Comfortable, than to exchapge 
a Feud for a Friendſhip ? The People of 
Rome never;had more-Faithful Allies, than 
thoſe that were at firſt their moſt obſtinate 

Enemies : Neither had the Roman Empire 
ever arrivd at. that height of Power, if 
Providence had not mingled the Yanquiſhd 
with the Conquerors. There's an end of 
the-Conteſt, when one ſide deſerts it : 9 
that the paying of Anger with Benefits puts 
a period tothe Controyerlie. But hows 
ever, if it be our Fortune ta Tranſgreſs, 
let not our Anger deſcend to the Children, 
Friends, or Relations, even of our bittereſt 
Enemies ;-the very Cruelty of Sylla wa 
heightned by thar Inſtance of Incapacitz 
ting the Iſſue of the Proſcrib'd. It is Inhw 
mane to entail the hatred we have for the 
Father vpon his, Poſterity. A Good, and 
a Wiſe Man-is not to be an Enemy of Wic- 
ked Mep, but a Reprover of them, and he is 
to look upon all the Drunkards,the Luſt 
ful, the T hankleſs, C ovetous, and Amhiti- 
ous that he meets with, no otherwiſe than 
as a Phyſician looks upon»his Patients ; for 
he that will be Angry with 4ny Man,muſt 
he diſpleas'd with 41! ; which were as rid; 
Culous, as to quarrel with a Body.for fone 
| * bling 
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"bling i: the Dark : 'with one. that's - deaf, 
” for not. doing as you-bid him.:.Or with a: 


School-boy for loving his Play better than: 
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- bis Book;.. Democritus 'd, and Hera. 
clitus wept at the Folly, and Wickedneſs of, 
the World but we never read of an Angry 


br 6c 
\ + 4 FHIS is undoubtedly the moſt: dete-4 Anger 
ſtable of Vices, even .compard with;the7;, _ 


worſt 'of them. Avarice Scrapes, and ga-gf allVices, 


thers together that which ſome Body may 
bethe- better for : but Anger laſhes out, and 
- no Man comes off gratis.An Angry Maſter 
makes one Servant run away, and another. 
hang himſelf ; and his Choler cauſes him 
2 much greater Joſs than he ſuffer'd in the 
Occaſion of it. ,'Tis the cauſe of Mourning 
$0 the Father, and of Divorce. to the Hus- 
band : It ' makes the Magiſtrate Odious, 
and gives the Candidate a Repulfe. And 
it: is worſe than Luxury too, which only 
aims at its proper pleaſure ; whereas the 
pther 'is- bent upon. another bodies pain. 
The Malevolent, and the Envious cantent 
themſelves only to wiſh another Man Mi- 
ſerable ; but ?tis the buſineſs of Anger to 
make him {0 : and to wreak the Miſchief it 
ſelf, not {6 niuch deſiring the hurt of ano- 
ther, as to inflift it. Among the Powerful, 
it. breaks out into open War, and into a 
private one with the Common People, but 
without. Force, or Arins. It engages us in 
Treacheries, perpetual Troubles,and Con- 
tentions :: It alters the very Nature of a 
wy Bk 4 Man, 
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on of keg uinanity excites us to: Loves We 
This to Hatred > That to be beneficial to. 
Orkprs 4 This to-hurt them 2 Beſide that IN - 
thoogh-it proceeds: from too high'a Cone | 
ceipt of our ſetves; it is yet in t -buts. 
Narrow, and Contemptible Aﬀedction:' & 
Fpecially when ir meets with Mibd thatis 
hard, and impenetrable ; and returns the 
; dart upon the head of him that cafts it. ' 
Ee Hol c bla es _ of 2 the = 
» . Jerable Ef- ſexa niequences, Sanguinary Ef- 
fetts of A fefts ef this hideous difiectiper 3 from tience | 
T RR come Slaughters, and Poiſons, Ware, and 
Deſolation, the Raſing,, and Burning of 
Cities z the Japapping of Nations, -and 
the turning of Populous Countries into D& 
farts; Publick - Maſlacres, and :Regicid 
Princes led in Triumph ; ſome Mirtbert 
in their Bed-chambers ; others ftabb'd'ns M 
the Senate, or Cut-off, in the Security of | 
their Spectacles, and Pleaſures. Some there 
arc that take Anger for a Princely Qualit 
as Darize, who in his Expedicicai -apaiaf 
the Scyrh;ans, being beſought by a Noble | 
Man, that had Three Sons, thus he would 
youchſafe to accept of two of them into 
bis Service, and leave the third at home 
= A ——_ to = Father.  # will do ye 
« for you that, ays Dari, you [14 
have them all Log again ; 5a "orderl 
them to be ſhin before his Face, and left 
him their 'Bodigs. But Xe#xe« dealt a little 
better with 7yrbjs, who had five _ 
ifs: ow "ht | '$ - * defir 
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0 defi & only one of them for himſelf. Xerxes 
1 bed him rake his Choice, and be nam'd the 
Hdeſt, whom he immediately Commanded 
| 19 ds Cur in halves z and one half of the 
Body.80 be laid on eah ſide of the way 
. where his Army was to-paſs betwixt them :. 
Indot 7.2 moſt Aufpicious Sacrifice; 
but he came;afterward to the end that. he 
deferv*d; for he li to ſee that Prodigi- 
- ous Power Scatter*d, and Broken, and, in- 
ſtead of Military; and Viftorious Troops, 
wo encompaſs'd with -Carcafſes. But 
e 
C88, 


ou'll ſay, were only Barbarous Prin- 

that knew neither Civility , nor Let- 

ters : And theſe Salvage Cruelties will be 
imputed perchance to their rudeneſs of 
Manners, and want of Diſcipline. But 
what will you ſay then of Alexander the 
Great, that was train'd up under the Inſti- 
wtion of Ariforle himſelf; and killd: Chys 
ws his Favourite and School-fellow. with 
| his own hand, ynder his own Roof, and over 
. the Freedom of a Cup of Wine ! And what 
yas his Crime? He was loth todegenerate 
from a Macedowian Liberty into a Perſian 
Slavery: that is to ſay,he could not Flarrer. 
Iyſmachns, another of his Friends, he ex- 
pos'd to a Lyon 5 and this very Lyſimachns 
after he had ſcap'd this danger, was never 
the-more Mercitul; when he came to Reign 
himſelf; for he cut off the Ears and Noſe 
of. his Friend Tele/phorns,and when he had 
bl eſiger's him that he had no longer the 
Face of a Man, he threw him into aDun- 
a geonz 
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half famiſh'd in/his own Filth t/ ſo Odious, 


fo-Terrible; and ſo Lothſome'a Spe&tacle, 


chat'the horror ' of his Condition had eveni 


extinguiſh'd all pity for him. -Nothing was | 
ever” /o unlike a' Man, as the poor wretch that' 


ſuffer'd this, ſaving the Tyrant that Atted it. 
NOR'did 'this Mercifeſs Hardneſs only: 


E The cr« exerciſe it f ſelf among” Foreigners, -but 
aA the fierceneſs'of their Outrages, and Pu- 


niſhments, as well is their Vices, brake in 
upon the Romans. M. Marius, that had his 
Statue ſet up every where, and was adored 
as a God 3" L. Syllx commanded his bones to 
be broken, his Eyes to be pulPd out, his 
Hands to he cut off ; and,as if every Wound 
had been a feyeral Death, his Body to- be 
torn to Pieces,and Caraline was the Execu- 
tioner. 'A Cruelty, that was. only fit for 
Marius to Suffer ; Sylla to Command, and 
Cataline to AG ; but :moſt diſhonourable 
and fatal to the Common-wealth, to fall 
indifferently upon the Swords Points both 
of Citizens, and of Enemies, '' | 
--IT' was a Severe inſtance that of Pi/o, 


g A Barba. © too. A Soldier that had leave to go 4 
res Seve- broad with his/ Comrade,- catne back to 
ray of P10. the Camp at his time, bur without his Com- 


panion ; Piſs Condemns him to Die, as if 
he had kill'd him,and appoints a-Centurion 


{ 


SENECA ChapiVD! 

con and-there kept him to be ſhew'd for l* 

'4 Monſter, as a ſtrange fight. - The place! "WW 
was {6 low, that he was fain to creepupon: 
M four, and © his fides were pall'd too with'/ 
the ſtraitneſs of it.* In-this 'Mifery he lay 
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= fee the Execution. Juſt as the Heads- 
” man was ready to'do his. Office, the other 
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Soldier-appear'd, to the great Joy of the 
whole Field; and the Centurion bad: the: 
Executioner hold his.hand ; Hereupon, Pj/o 
ina Tage mounts the 7rib#nal, and Senten- 
ces all. .Three to Death : the Oze, becauſe 
he was Condemn'd ;, the Orher, becauſe -it- 
was for his {ake that his fellow Soldier was 
Condemi'd;, The Centurion, for not obeying 
the O#der'of his Syperior. © An 'Ingenious 


' Piece of Inhumanity, to contrive how to 


make Three” Criminals, where effectually 
there were none. There was a Perſian King- 
that caus'd the Noſes of a whole Nation to 
be cut off,and they were to thank him that 
he ſpar'd their Heads. And this Perha 

would have been the Fate of the Xacrobii 
(if Providence had no hinder'd it) for the 
Fre:dom they us'd toCamby/es's Embaſſadors 
in not accepting the ſlaviſh terms that were 
offer'd them. This put Cambyſes into ſich 
a rage, that he preſently Liſted into his 
Service every Man that was able to bear 
Arms : And without either Proviſions of 
Guides, March'd immediately through dry, 


_ and barren Deſarts, and' where never any 
'Man had paſs'd before him;to'take his Re- 


venge. Before he was a third part of the 
way, his Proviſions fail'd him ; His Men , 
at firſt made ſhift with the Buds of Trees, 
Boild Leather, and the like ; but ſoon af- 
ter there was not ſo mnch as a Root, or a 
Plant to be gotten, nor a Living Creature 
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-Man was t0-D1 | 
reſt; Which was ftill worſe than the Fa- 
mine :-but yet this Paſſionate King went on 


ſo far, till one ack of his Army Wks 1 
and the other devour'd, ard till he fear? 


that he himſelf might come tobe ſerv'd with 
the ſame ſauce, So that at laft he order'd' 
ing no Delicacies all this. 
while for himſelf, while his Soldiers were 


2 Retreat, wanting 


taking their Chance who ſhould Die miſe- 
rably, or Live worſe. Here was an Anger 
taken up againſt a whole Nation, that nei- 
ther deſerv'd any ill from him, nor was ſo 
much as known to him. 


= 
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CHAP. VII 


The Ordinary Grounds and Occaſions of 
Anger. | 


N this wandring State of Life, we meet 
with many Occaſions of Trouble ; and 
diſpleaſure, both Great and Trivial ; and 
nor a day paſles, but from Men, or Things 
we have ſome Cauſe or other for Offence ; 
as a Man muſt expect to be juſtPd,daſtd, 
and Growded in a Populons City. One Man 
deceives our ExpeCtation ; Another delays 
it ; anda Third Croſſes it; and if every 
thing does not ſucceed to our wiſh, we pre- 
{ently fall out either with the Perſon, the 
Buſineſs, 


4 E C 4 | Chap-Vi Bs 
to be ſeen ; and then, by Lot, every Tenth 
to Die,. for a nouriſhment 'to the 
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" Buſy {, the Place, -our Fortune, or. our 
* elves. Some Men value themſelves upon 
their Wit, - and will neyer forgive any one. 
that. pretends to leflen it; Others are En- 
fan's by Wine ; and ſome are diſtemper'd 
. by-Sickneſs, Wearineſls, Watchings, Love, 
e, &c: Some are prone 40 if by Heat of 
Conſtitution; bur. Moiſt ,, Dry, and Cold 
Complexiensarc more liable to other Af- 
&Rions3:as Suſpicion, Deſpair, Fear, Jea- 
louſie, &6, but maſt of our Quarrels are of 
our own;Centriving-One, while we Suſpeft 
ypon Miſtake ; and another while we make 
a great: matter | of  Trifles,' To ſay the 
Fruth, moſt of choſe-things that exaſperate 
ys, are rather Subjects of Diſguſt, than af 
Miſchief ; there's a large difference betwixt 
Oppeſing.a Man's Satisfa&tion,and not Afſ- 
fiſting itz betwixt Taking away, and wor 
Giving 3 but we reckon upon Dernying, and 
Deferrig, as the ſame thing,and interpret 
anothers: being for hizz/elf, 2s if he were 
2ainſt us. Nay, we do many times enter- 
. tain an ill Opinion of Well doing, and a 
Goad ane of the Contrary : And we hate a 
Man for:doing that very thing, which we 
ſhould hate bim for on the other ſide, if he 
did-not. do it. . We take it ito be oppos'd 
when. there's a Father Perhaps, a Brother 
pra Friend in the Caſe againſt us ; when we 
ſhould. rather love a Man for it ; and only 
wiſh that he could be-honeſtly of our Party, 
We _— of the Fact, and deteſt the, 
doer of i 


it; It. is a baſe thing to_hate the 
Perfon 
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Perſofi whom we caniiot but Commend but M- 


| ” 
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it isa great deal worſe yet, if we hare-him 


for the very thing that deſerves Commen- 


dation. © The'things that we deſire,if they 

be ſuch as cannot be Given to One, with- 
out being taken away from another, muſt - 
needs ſet thoſe'people'together by the Ears | 
that-deſire the ny et>—as 4 One' Man has 

a deſign upon my: Miſtreſs ; -another upon 
mine-Inheritante :- Aid that which-ſhould | 
make Friends, makes Enemies 'our being 
all of a' Mind. The General Cauſe of An- 

ger, is the Senſe, or Opinian-of an Injury 
that is, the Opinion either of an-Injury 
Simply-done, or 'of an-Injury done-which 


- we have not deſery'd; Some are Naturally 


given to Anger'z* Others'are proyok'd to't 
by: Occaſion 3 The' Anger of Women, and 
Children is commonly ſharp, but not -la- 
ſting :- Old Men are rather querelous, and 
peeviſh. Hard Labor, Diſeaſes, ' Anxiety 


_ of Thought , and whatſoever | hurts the 


a The Sub- 
je# of our 
Anger is 
not worth 
the while, 


Body,' or the Mind; diſpoſes a Man to be 
Froward, but we- muſt not add fire to fire. 
HE that duly conſiders the Subject = mat- 
ter of all our Controverſies, and Quarrels 
will find them Low, and Mean, and not 
worth the Thought of a Generous Mind ;. 
but the greateſt Noiſe of all is about: Morey: 
This is it; that ſets Fathers and: Children 
together by the Ears; Husbands and-Wives 
and makes way for' Sword and Poiſon : This 
is/it that tires out Courts of Juſtice; 'enr 
ges Princes, and:lays/Cities in the: my - 
Ls. ee 
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_ &k fo Gold; and Silver-in the cis of 


ef. This 1 1s" ir, that finds work for the 
\*to determine, which fide is leaſt i in 


| the: -wrong; And whoſe is the) more 
' ible Avarice, the Plaintiffs, of the Defen« 
- dants ; And what is it that we contend/for 


alt this while; but thoſe: Baubles-that- make 
as Cry, when we ſhould Langh ? -Tofee a 
old Chnff,. that has rio body to leave 


a Gouty -Uſurer,that has no 
/other Uſe of his'' Fingers left. him, but to 


Count withal:;:to fee him Ifay , in the 


Extremity of: his Fit,, wrangling for the 


odd Money in-his Intereſt : --- If all that's 
| _—_ in Nature were gather'd into one 


ſs, it were not: worth the trouble of a 
Sober Mind;- It were endleſs to run. over 
all thoſe ridiculous Paſſions that are moy'd 


- about Meats, and Drinks, and the matter 


of oar Luxury ; .Nay, about Words: -Looks 
Actions, Jealoulies; Miſtakes; which are all 
of then'as Contemptible Fookeries as thoſe 
very Baubles that Children Scratch,and Cry 
for; There js/nothing Great, or Serious 
incall that which we keep ſuch a Clutter 
about; the Madneſs of it is; that we ſet too 
great a value upon Trifles. .'One Man flies 


'out upon a Salute, a Letter, a; Speech, a 


Queſtion, a Geſture, a Wink, a Look, An 
Action moves one Man ; A Word affects 
another : One Man is tender of his Family; 


another of his Perſon ; One ſets up for an 


rar ; Another ny a Philoſopher jo 
an 


is Eſtate rol break his heart for a handful - 
of Bir PF 
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Some 
of them,;and others, if he does not. 
ry Man has his weak fide; let us learn which 


. Pearances a chings's 


TRE > - re the more 1s it. he 
of a Ole ena 2 kk L 
rovokes the Aſp;;/. Nay, fo up 

* awaken fome, Men; that they - take 
bo ers Benefits for Injuries ; and Squaly 


ble abour ic,' with-their neareſt Relati 


They have done this aud that for ther, they 
cxy 3 And they might bave dealt better with. 
us if they ba# pleard. Very Good 7: Aud: 
if it be leſs than we look'd for, it mays 


et more than we deferve. : Of all Unquig 


umors, this is the worſt, that will never 


ſuffer any Man to be happy, ſo long as he 
ſees a ha Man than himſelf. 1 haye 
known Men ſo weak, as to think 
themſelves contemn'd, if a Horſe did | but 
| Play-the Jade with The, that is yet abt 
dient to. Hnorher Rider.: 'A Brutal Folly, 
' to be Offended at'a Mute Animal ; for ng 
Injury can'be:done us without :the Cancar 
reace of Reaſon. A Beaſt may; hurt us,' #8 


a Sword; 'or a: Stone, and. no otherwiſe. 


Nay, there are,'that will complain of fow 
Weaber, 4 raging Sea, a biting Wi mn 
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73. of Anger. : 
t were expreſly directed to them ; and 
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ger, and Thirſt , that flies out into a rage 


only for the putting of'a little -too' much 


Water in his Wine 7 What haſt is there 
to ay a Servant by the Heels, or break a 
Legy,or an Arm immcdiately for't, as if he 

not to have the ſame power over him 


a hour after,” that he has at that Inſtant ? 


The Anſwer of a Servant, 'a Wife; a Te- 
nant, puts'ſoine Pegple out of all' Patience 
and yer they can quarrel with the Govern- 
menr for not allowing them the ſame Liber- 
ty in Pablick, which they themſelves deny: 


td their own Families. If they ſay nothing 


tis Contumacy ; if they Speak, or Laugh, 
ts Tnfolence. As if a Man had his Ears gi- 
ven kim only for Muſick ; Whereas we muſt 
ſiffer all ſorts of Noiſes, good and bad , 
both of Men, and Beaſts, How Idle is it 
to ſtart at. the rinkling of a Bell, or the 
Greaking of a Door, when for all this de- 


licacy, we muſt endure Thunder? Neither. 


are our Eyes Teſs Curious, and Phantaſtical 
thin oor Ears, When we are abroad, we. 
| Cc can 
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charge upon 'Providence, - whoſe 
peratipns are all of them-ſo far from -be-: 
ing Tajdrious, that they are Beneficial to | 


" 

HO | 

d "things that make vs ſtark Mad 7 A reſty1,,,, or 

Horſe, the overturning * of a Glafs ; the 7r:ftes. 
ling of a Key, the Dragging of a Chair, 

2 Jealonſie, a Miſconſtrattion. How ſhall 

that. Man' endure the Extremities of Hun-' 


7. Vain, and Idle are many of thoſe;, ,, 


SENEC 4 Chap. Vi 
_ can bear well enough with fout ways,ualty' 
Streets, Noiſome. Ditches ; but a ſpot up- 
on a-Diſh at home, or an uniwept Hearth, 
abſolutely diſtrats us. And what's the 
Reaſon, but that we are patient in the Oe 
place,'and Phantaſtically peeviſh in the 6- 
ther ? Nothing makes us more Intempe, 
' Tate than Luxaty , that ſhrinks at 7 
ſtroke, and ſtarts at every ſhadow.” 'T 
Death to ſome to have another fit above 
them, as if a Body were ever the more, of 
the leſt honeſt for the Cuſhion, But. they 
are only weak Creatures that think thei 
ſelves wounded, if they be but touck'd 
One of the Sibarjtes,that ſaw a-Fellow hard 
at worka digging,deſir'd him to give over, 
for it made him weary to ſee him : And,it 
was an ordinary complaint with him, That 
be could take no reſt, becauſe the Roſe-leave 
lay double under bim. When we are on 
weaken'd with our Pleaſures, every thing 
grows Intolerable. . And we are Angty'* 
well with thoſe things that.cannot hurt uw 
aS with thoſe that do. We tear a Book be 
cauſe *tis blotted ; and our Cloths, becauk 
they are not well made : "Things that ne 
ther deferve our Anger, nor feel it : 
'Taylor perchance did his beſt,or howertt, 
had no Intent to diſpleaſe us : If fo, firlh, 
Why ſhould we-be Angry at all ? Secondly, 
Why ſhould we be angry with the thing for 
the Man's ſake ? Nay, our Anger exten 
even to Dogs, Horſes, and other Bealts. 
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Chap. VII. Of Agee. 
"*< It was a Blaſphemous, and a Sottiſh 
Extravagance that of Caizs Ceſar, who 


challeng'd Fupiter for making ſuch a Noiſe 


with his Thunder that he could not hear his&; 


eAMimiques, and invented a Machine in Imi- 
tation of it, to oppoſe Thwider to Thunder ; 
a brutal conceipr, to imagine , either that 
he could reach the Almighty, or that the 
Almighty could not reach him. 

. AND every jot as ridiculous,though not 
ſo Impions, was that of 4 Cyr»s ; who, in 
his deſign upon _— found a River in 


379 


c The Blaſs : 


phemous 
Extrava- 

nce of 
Caius Cz- 
far. 


d A Ridi- 
culous Ex- 


his way that put a ſtop to his March : The rravagance 
Current was ſtrong, and carry'd away one of Cyrus. 


of the Horſes that belong'd to his own Cha- 
riot.: upon this he ſwore, that fince it had 
obſtructed hs Paſſage, it ſhould never hin- 
G&r any Bodies elſe : And preſently ſet his 
whole Army to work upon't, which diver- 
fed it into a hundred and fourſcore Cha- 
nels, and laid it dry. In thigglgnoble, and 
un bis Time, 

id the Soldiers their Courage, and gave 
is Adverſaries an opportunity of provi- 
ding themſelves,while he was waging War 
with a River, inſtead of an Enemy. 


SENEC 4 Chap.Vil 


CHAP. VIII. 


Advice in the Caſes of Contumely and Re: 
 Venge. 


F Proyocations to Anger there ax 

two forts; there is an Injury, and 

there is a Contumely. The former in ig 
own Nature is the heavier ; the other, 
ſlight in it ſelf, and only Troubleſome toz 
wounded Imagination. And yet ſome ther 
are that will bear blows, and Death it & 
rather than Contumelious Words. A Cop 
tumely is an Indignity below the Conlſide 
ration of the very Law ; and not worth 
either of a Revenge,or ſo much as a Cow 
plaint. It is only the Vexation, and 
firmity of a;greak Mind, as well as theF 
Aice of a HaJghty and Inſolent Natur 
ſignifies no more to a Wiſe and Sober M 
than an Idle Dream, that is no ſooner pat 
tban forgotten. *Tis true, it implies C 
tempt ; but-what needs any Man Care 
being Contemptible to others, if he ben 
ſo to himſelf ? For a Child in the Ar 
to ſtrike the Mother, tear her Hair, 
the Face of her, and call her Names; 18 
goes for nothing with us, becauſe the Cl 
knows not what it does. Neither are * 
moyv'd at the Impudence, and Bitterneſs 
a Hoon ; though he fall upon his own » reaſ 
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4 nar VIII. Of Anger. 
ſter, as well as the Gueſts : But, on the 
Contrary, we encourage,And entertain the 
Freedom. Are we not Mad then to' be 
Delighted, and Diſpleas'd with the ſame . 
.» | thing, and to take that as' an Iyury from 
Re-W one Man, which paſſes only for a Railery 
from another ? He that is Wiſe, will be- 
have himſelf toward All Men, as we do to 
bur Children : For they are but Children 
too ; though they haye Gray hairs : They 
are indeed of a {arger Size -, and their Er-' 
rors are own up with them ; They live 
without Rule, they Covet without Choice, 
they are Timorous, and Unſteady, and if 
at any time they happen ro be Quiet, 'tis 
more out of Fear, than Reaſon.” *Tis a 
wretched Condition'to ſtand in awe of eve- 
ry Bodies Tongue ; and whoſoever is vext. 
at a Reproach, would be proud if he were 
Commended. © We ſhonld look upon Con- 
tumelies, Slanders, and 111 Words, only as 
the Clamour of Enemies, or Arrows ſhot 
at a diftance, that make a Clattering upon 
our Arms, but do no Execytion. A Man 
makes himſelf leſs than his Adverſary, by 
Phanſying that he is Contemn'd. Things. 
are only ill, that are 111 Taken ; and 'tis 
not for a Man of worth to think himſelf 
er,or worſe,for the Opinion of Others. 
Ne that thinks himſelf Tnjurd,let him ſay, 
Either I have deſerv'd this, or 1 have or. 
If 7 bave, 'tis a Judgment ; If T have tot, 
tis an Injuſtice;, and the doer of it has more 
reaſon to be aſham'd, than the ſufferers. Na- 
GC3 ture 


itz 
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ture has aſſign'd every Man his Pot, hid » 3 
he is bound in honor to maintain, let him IF} 
be never ſo much preſs'd. Diogenes was 
Diſputing of Anger, and an Inſolent young 
Fellow, to try if he could put him beſide 
his ,Phuloſophy, ſpit in his Face ; Young 
Man, ſays Diogenes, this does not make me 
Angry yet ;, but I am in ſome doubt whether 
I (bold be ſo or no. Some are ſo Impatient, 
that they cannot bear a Contumely, even 
from a Woman; whoſe very Beauty,Great- 
neſs, and Ornaments, are all of them little 
enough to vindicate her from many Inde- 
cencies, without much Modeſty, and Dif- 
cretion. Nay , they will lay it to heatt 
even from the meaneſt of Servants. How | 
wretched is that Man whoſe Peace lies & | 
the Mercy of the People? A Phyſician 5 | 
not Angry at the Intemperances of a Mal | 
Patient,nor does he take it ill to be Railf | 
at by a Man in a Feyer : Juſt ſo ſhoulda il | 
Wiſe man treat all Mankind,as a Phyſician | 
does his Patient, and looking upon them | 
only as Sick, and Extravagant ; let their , 
Words and Actions, whether Good , & j 
Bad, to go equally for nothing ; attending | 
f 


{till his duty even in the Courſeſt Offics 
that may conduce to their Recovery. Men 
that are Proud, Froward, and Powerful be 
values their Scorn gs little as their Quality, 
and looks upon them no otherwiſe, than 
people in the Acceſs of a Fever. If a Beg 
gar worſhips him,: or if he takes 0 Now © 
of him, 'tis all one to him ; and wm ; 
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Of- Anger. 
Man. es it the ſame Caſe. Their 
ors, and. their Injuries he accompts 


much alike; without Rejoicing at the one, 


ar Grerie at the other. 
IN > Caſes, the Rule is, to pardon 


all » Offences, - where there is any ſign of a pardn 
Repentance, or hope of Amendment. It a, where 
does not hold in 1njuries, as in Benefits , '5*re's er- 
the Requiring 'of the one with the other - gina 
For it is a ſhame to oyercome in the age, LT ”w 
and in the other to be overcome. It is the hope of 4- 
Part of a great Mind to deſpiſe Injuries ;mendment., 
and it is one kind of Revenge, to neglect a 
Man, as not worth it : For it makes the 
firſt Aggreſlor tao Conſiderable. Our Phi- 
Is methinks might carry us up to the 


383 - 


very of a Generous Maſtiff, that can 
hear the Barking of a thouſand Curs, with- 
out taking any, Notice of them. He that 
receives an ; Injury from his Superior,lt is 
yot enough for him to bear it with Patience 
and without any thought of Revenge, byt 
he muſt receive it with a Cheerful Counte- 
Nance, and look as if he did not underſtand 
K too : for if he appear too ſenſible, he 
thall be ſaxe to have more on't. *Tis 4 
Danrw'd humor in great Men, that whom. they 
Mrong, they'll bate. It was well anſwer'd of 
#1 old Courtier ; that was asK*d, How he 


kept fo long in favour ? Why, ſays he, by 


receiving . Injuries , and crying your humble 
Servant for them. Some Men take 1t for an 


-Argument of Greatneſs, to have Revenge 


intheir power ; but ſo far is he that is under 
| —— the 


and Angry 
in Publick. 


Grievous, than the doing of the thing 
ſelf. Some cannot endure to heir 'of theit 
Age, nor others of their Poverty ; and 
they'make the thing the more taken Notice 
of,” the more they deſfrre ts hide it. -Somt 
Bitter Jeſt (for the purpoſe)' was -broket 
upon you at the Table ; keep better Con 
pany the2. In the Freedom of Cups a {6 
ber Man w1ll-hardly contain himſelf within 
Bounds. It ſticks with us extremely lone 
times, that the Porter will not Jet us-in fo 
his gregt Maſter. Will any but a Mad-Man 
quarrel with a Curr for barking, when te 
may pacifie him with a Cruſt ? What have 
weto do but to keep farther off,apd Laugh 
WP | B at 
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'V "W VIII. Of Anger. * 2, 
av Him? -Fidus Cornelixs (a tall, flam Fel» 


low)fell down-right a Cryipg in the Senare+ 
houſe, at-Corbalo's ſaying, that he looke like 
4s Eſtrich. 'He was a Man that made no- 
thing of a Laſh uponhis Life,and Manners, 
but it was worſe/than Death to him, a re- 
fexion:upor dhis-Perſon. No Man was ever 
ridiculous to others, that laught at himſelf 
firſt: It prevents miſchief, and *tis a Spite- 
ful diſappoiarment of thoſe that take plea- 
fire-in fach ahuſcs. - Varinizs (a Man that 
was. made up for Scorn, and Hatred, Scur- 
rillous,and Impudent to thehigheſt degree; 
but moſt abuſively witty, and with all this 
he was Diſeagd,and Deform'd to extremi- 
ty) his way was always to begin to make 
p rt with himſelf,and ſo he preyented the 
Mlockeie of other People. There are 
more abuſive to others, than they 
that lie moſt 'open to it themſelves; but 
the'humor goes round, and: he that laughs 
at me to day,will have ſome Body to laugh 
at him to morrow, and revenge my Quar- 
re But however there are ſome Liberties 
that will never go down with ſome Men. 
1 ASTATICUS V ALERFUS (one of Ca- 
ligala's' particular Friends, and a Man of 


Stamach, that, would not eaſily © digeſt an c Some 
Afﬀront) Calignla told him in pablick what Feſts wil 
kind of Bedfellow 'his Wife' was. Good '*ver be 
God ! that ever any Man ſhould hear this , 0%" 


or a Prince ſpeak it, Eſpecially to a Man 
of Conſular Authority, a Friend, and a 
Hysbang ; and in ſuch a Manner too, as at 
"I once 


SF 
4 
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once to own his Diſpuſt, and his Adu 


"The Tribune Chereas had a weak broken! 
odite ; when he 
came to Caligula for the Word he would 
give him ſometimes Yenxs , otherwhitles 


Voice, like an Hermaphy 


Priapus ; as & Slur upon' him both ways, 
Palerivs was afterward the'-principal la. 


fſtrament in the Conſpiracy againſt bly 


and Chereas, to convince him of his 
hood , at one blow ckft him down the 
Chine with his Sword. No Man was & 
forward as Calignla to Break, a Jet,and m no 
Man ſo Unwilling to Bear it. 


CHAP. IX. 


Cantions againſt eAnger in = matter: q 
| Education, Converſe, and ther Genersl 

Means of preventnig *t,both in our foo 
; and others; 


A LL that we have to ſay'in particular 
upon this Subject lies under theſe two 
Heads 3 Firſt, that we do not fall into Ar- 
ger, and! Secondly, that we do not Tran 
 £reſs int. As in the Caſe of our Bodies, 
. we have ſome Medicines to preſerve us 
'when weare Well, and" others to recovix 
' us when we' are Sick ; ſo'it is one thinp 
not to Admit” it, and another thing to 
Overcome it. 'We are in the firſt place, 
to avoid all provocations, and the begin- 
nings 
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gs of Anger : 'for, if we be once down, 
Ds THT er np apts: Whey 
e better 


our Paſſion has gat t of onr-Rea- 


fon, 'and the Enemy is receiv'd ints the 


Gate, we cannot expett that the Conque- 
ror, ſhould take Conditions from'the Priſo- 
ner. ' And, in truth, oor Reaſon, *'whep 


it is thus' maſter*d; turns effeftually ints 
Paſſon.. A Careful Education 'is. 2 great 
Matter for our minds are eafily form'd 


in our Youth, bnt *tis' a harder buſineſs to 


cure 11 Habits. Beſide that we are” en- 
fam'd by Climate, Conftitution , _ 
ny, and a Thoufand other Accidents, t 

ye are not. aware of. | | 

' THE Choice ofa good Nurſe, and a 
well-Natur'd Tutor, goes a great way; for 
the ſweetneſs both of the Blood;and of the 
Manners will paſs into' the Child; There 
is nothing breeds — more than a ſoft, 
and Effeminate Education ; and "tis very 
ſeldom ſeen, that either the Mothers, or 
the School-Maſters Darling ever comes to 


pood. ' But, my young after, whea he- 


comes into the' World behaves himſelf 
like a: Cholerick Coxcomb ; For Fharrery, 
and a great Fortune nourtſh Teacbineſs, 
But it 1s a Nice point,ſfoto check the Seeds 
of Anger in a Chit 

and quench his Spirits, whereof a 
Principal Care muſt be taken, betwixt Li- 
cence, and Severity , that he be neither 
tob much Emboldid, or Depreſgd.'Com- 
mendation gives him Courage, and Confi- 
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when $0 uſe the Bitt, and when the Spar, 
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dence ; .but then the-danger is, of blowing 
him/up into Inſolence,and. Wrath. ;:So that 


the main difficulty. +. .Never put him to a 
necefi ty: of Bepging, any thing baſely, or if 
he/goes,. let him go without it. Enure 


him 40a Familiarity, where he has any E- 
an Ko And. in-all;.his Exerciſes, le 
him underſtand, that ?gis generous to over- 
eome his Competitor, but not to hurt him, 
Allow. him.to be pleas'd;when he does well, 
but .not Tranſported, for. that will puff 
him up into too-high.a Conceit of himſelt, 
Give him nothing that he cries for,till the 
Dogged Fir is over,butthen:let him have it 
when, he.is-quiet ; t6.ſhew him that there js 
nothing tq,. be gotten by being peeviſh 
Chide him; for whatever he does Amils, 
and make:bim betimes acquainted with the 
Fortune that he was, born to. Let his Diet 
be Cleanly, but Sparing ;. and Cloath him 
ALERT 
cing h n-that Equality at firſt,he yi 
LETS head afterward: and conſc- 
quently the Jeſs Waſpjſh, and quarrelſome. 
_-+IN the next place, let us have a Care of 
Temptations, that: we caonot Reſiſt, and 
Provacations. that we ; cannot Bear ; and 
efpecially. of Sour, and: Exceptious Com, 
pany: For a Croſs ,humox. is Contagious ; 
Nox is it. all, that:a Man ſhaſl be the' better 
for.the.example of a quiet Converſation; 
but an (Angry diſpoſition is troubleſome , 


becauſe it has nothing elſe to work __ 
| | © 
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ry hp. IX, , Of Anger... . 
"SY We ſhould therefore , Chuſe a Sincere, Ea- 


g fie, and Temperate Companion, that will | 
i neither Provoke Anger , not Return itz 
SF nor give a Man any Occaſion of exerciſing 
- his Diſtenipers. ' Nor is it enough to be 
8 Gentle , Submiſs, and Humane, without 
+ | Integrity, and Plain-dealing : For. Flatte- 
al ry is as offenſive on the dther fide. Some 
k Men would take a'Curſe from you better 
i than a Complement. Celjws, a paſſionate! 
+ Orator, had a Friend of ſingular. Patience 
> | that Supp'd with him ; who had no'way to 
; avoid a quarrel, but by ſaying Amer to all 
that Calm ſaid. Celius taking this ill ; 
F Say ſomething againſt me, ſays he, that you 
8 and I may be. Two; and he was angry with 
5 WM. him becauſe he would not ; but the Diſpute 
þ fell, as it-nteds muſt, for want of an Op- 
2 ponent. CEL EG | Ein 
x ' He that is naturally addited to Anger, 
, let him uſe a moderate Diet, and abſtain 
, from Wine ; for it is but adding ' Fire to 
[ Fire. Gentle Exerciſes, Recreations, and 
| Sports, Temper and Sweeteh the Mind. 
7 Let him have a Care alſo of Long, and Ob- 
c ſinate Diſputes, for 'tis eaſter not to be- 
1 gin them, than to put an end to them. Se- 
7 vere Studies are not good for him neither : 
as Law, Mathematicks : too much Inten- 
" tion preys upon the Spirits, and makes him 
; Eager, But Poetry, Hiftory, and thoſe 


lighter Entertainments may ſerve him for 
, Diverſion, and Relief. He that would be 
! Cuiet, muſt- not venture at” things out of 
his 
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ſhall eithef ſtagger vnder the Barthen, or 
Diſcharge it upon the next Man he meets 
which is the ſame Caſe in Ciyll, and Do- 
meſtick Aﬀairs. Buſineſs that is ready, 
and practicable, goes off with eaſe ; but 
whea *tis too heavy for the Bearer, they 
fall both together. Whatſoever we de- 
ſign, we ſhould firſt take a meaſure of our 
felves, and compare our Force with the 
Undertaking, for it vexes a Man not to go 
through with' his Work: a Repulſe in- 
flames a Generous Nature, as it makes one 
chat is . Phlegmatick, Sad. 1 have known 
ſome thar have advis'd looking in a Glaſs 
when a Man is in the Fit, and the very 
Spectacle of his own deformity has cur'd 
him. Many that are troubleſome in their 
Drink, and know their own Infirmity, give 
their Servants order before-hand, to take 
them away by force, for fear of Miſchief, 
and not to obey their Maſters themſelves 
when they are hot-headed. If the thing 


were duly conſider*d,we ſhould need no 0- 


ther Cure than the bare Conſideration of it. 
We are not Angry at-Mad-men, Children, 


and Fools, becauſe they do not know what 


they do : And why ſhould not Imprudence 
have an equal Privilege in other Caſes? If 
a Horſe Kick, or a Dog Bite, ſhall a Man 
Kick, or Bite again ? The one 'Tis true is 
wholly void of Reaſon, bur it is alſo an 
equivalent Darkneſs of Mind, thit poſſeſſes 


the other. So long as we are amgng Men, 


let 
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his reach, or beyond bis ſtrength ;' for "he"! 
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{ © let tis Cheriſh Humanity ; and fo live,that 
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may be either in Fear, or in Dan- 
er of 1s. 'Loſſes, Injuries, Reproaches , 
Starhnies, they are but ſhort Inconvenien- 


- &&$, atid we ſhould bear them with Reſoln- 


tion. Beſide that, ſome People ate above 
our Anger ; others below it it. To contend 
with our Superiors were a Folly ; and with 
our Inferiors an Indignity. 

- THERE is hardly a more Effeftual Re- 
tedy againſt Anger, than ® Patience, and a Patiezee 
Confideration. Let but the firſt fervor ſoftens 
abate, and that Miſt which darkens the#7#% 
Mitd, will be either Leſſen'd, or DiſpelPd 
ADay, nay an hour does much in the moſt 
Violent Caſes, and perchance totally ſup- 
preſſes it : Time diſcovers the Truth of 
things , and turns that into Judgment 
hich at firſt was Anger: Plato was about 
toftrike his Servant, and while his hand 
Was in the Air, he checkt himſelf, bur Rill 


| held it in thac Menacing Poſture. A Friend 


of his took notice of it, and askt him what 
le'meant : J am now, ſays Plato, puniſhins 
= Angry Man : So that. he had lefr his 
&ervant to chaſtiſe himſelf. Another time, 
his Servant having committed a great 
Favlt ; Speuſippus , ſays he, do you bear 
that Fellow, for 1 am Angry : So that he 
forbare ſtriking him for the very Reaſon 
that would have made another Man have 
Gone it. 1 am Angry, ſays he, and ſhall 
fo further thay becomes me. "Nor is it fit 
that a Servant ſhould be in his Power, that 

is 


"SENECA 12p.16 
is not his own Maſter... Why. hou] Id anz 
one Veriture -now. to: truſt an. Man 
with a Revenge, when Plato. dark norte rul 5 
himſelf ? Either He muſt Govern That}; ; 
or That will undo © him. + Let us do our) 
beſt to Overcome it? but let us however} 
Keep it Cloſe, without giving it any: Vent, 
An Angry Man, if he gives himſelf Liberty, 
at all times, will go too far. If.it cqmeg} 
once to ſhew it ſelf in the Eye, or Counte.' 
nance,-it has got .the better of us. 
we ſhould ſo oppoſz it,as to put on the ve 
ry contrary diſpoſitions : Calm Looks, 
Soft and Slow, ſpeech ; an eaſie , and de. 
liberate March, and by little and little wo. 
may poſſibly bring our. Thoughts into:4! 
ſober Conformity with our Actions. When; 
Socrates was Angry, he would take himſd, 
in't, and Speak Low, in oppoſition to. the 
Mations of his diſpleaſure. His Friends 
would take notice of it, and it was not tg 
his diſadvantage neither, but. rather to his 
Credit, that ſo many ſhould kzow that he 
was Angry, and .no Body fee! it , which 
could never have been,if he had not given: 
his Friends the ſame Liberty. of Admonition 
which he himſelf cook. And this Courſe” 
ſhonld we take ; we ſhould deſire our 
Friends not to flatter us in our Follies, but 
to treat us with all Liberties of Reprehety 
ſion, even when we are leaſt willing to bear 
it, againſt ſo powerful, and ſo: intinuating W 
an Evil, we ſhould call for help while we 
have our Eyes in our head, and are ye 

Maſters 
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our ſelves, - Moderation is pro- -'J 
for Sabjects,: but more for Princes ; 
have the means of executing all that - 
their Anger prompts them to. When that 
power comes once to beexercis'd toa Com- 
mon. Miſchief, it can never long continue, 
a Common fear joining in one. Cauſe all 
their divided Complaints. Ina Word now 
how we may Prevent, Moderate,or Maſter 
this Impotent Paſſion in Others. - | 
1T is not enough to be ſound our ſelves, : 
unleſs we Þ endeavour to make others .ſo, y, govera'* 
wherein we muſt accommodate theRemedy ways of di= © 
tothe Temper of the Patient. Some are verting An- 3 
tobe dealt with by Artifice, and Addreſs ; 6 
As for Example, Why will you gr avifi Your 
w—__ to ſhew your ſelf ſo much concern'd? 
2% not worth your Anger ; "tis below you; I 
an 4s much troubled at it my ſelf, as you can 
It; but you had better ſay nothing, and taks 
_ - be even _ them. Anger in 
People, is to be openly oppos'd ; in 
dthers, there muſt be a little + gang 
cording to the diſpoſition of the Perſon. 


"2 


thi. Some are, won by Entreaties ; others are 
; w gain'd by mere Shame, and Conviction 
"* {ad ſome by Delay ; A Dull way of Cure 
es fora Violent Diſtemper : but this muſt be 


-* Wuelaſt Experiment. Other Aﬀections may 
"el! Wbe better dealt with at leiſure : For they 
Wproceed gradually ; but This commences, 

and perfects it ſelf in the ſame Moment. It 
woes not, like other Paſſions, Sollicite, and 
Wlifkead us, but it runs away with us by 

| D d force ; 


” 
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of' it;- For” is Deaf', atid- Mad; The 
beſt way'is- (in'the'beginning)to! give it 
Time, and Reſt,and. let it ſpend it ſelf: 
while the Paſfion' is 'too! hot to handle, we 

may deceive it: 'but however, let all In 

- 2 ſtraments ofReverſge beput'out of the way, 

* It+ is not amiſs ſometimes to pretend to be 
angry too; and: join with him, not onh 
in the Opinion of - rhe Injury, but in the 
ſceming Contrivance of a Revenge. But 

this -muſt be a Perſon then that has ſome 
Authority \ over him. This is a way 

get time, and by adviſing upon ſome gre 

ter” punifhment;' to delay the Preſent. if 

the Paſſion be outrageous, try what ſhame 

or 'fear can do. - If weak, /tis no hard mat 

ter to afnuſe it by rags Stories, gratefil 

News, or Pleaſant Diſcourſes. - Deceit, 

in this Caſe, is Friendſhip, for” Men mul 

be Cozen'd/to be Cur'd, - - y 

THE lnjuries that preſs/hardeft upon 

c Thoſe In- 3re thoſe which c either we have' not 'd& 
juries 89 ſerv?d, or not expected, or at leaſt: not # 
_—_ ſo high a degree. This ariſes from tit 
hive nj. Love of our {elves : For every Man taks# 
ther De- upon him Like a Prince in- this Caſe, # 
ferv'd, wr pra&tiſe all Liberties, and to allow note 
Expetted. \W hich proceeds either from Ignorance, Ot 
6ST, S.. Inſolencs 


 SENKEC4 Chip 
force ;/ and hurries'us on with'an Trrefiſti 
ble Temierity, as well to our 'oW115- As to! | 
anothcrs rune z- Not- only flying in the' 
Face'of-hin{ that'provokes us, but like g' 
Torrent, bearing:downall before it/Therey' 
no -encotmtging the-firſt 'Heat and Fury: 
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= Tilence,” What News is it for People to 

do W things 7” for an Enemy'to. hurt us ; 
ay, for #Friend,or a Servant'to Tranſ. 
greſs , ' and 'to'prove- Treacherous, Un- 


atefnl, *Covetous, Inipions ? What we. 
ry; id 1m one Man, we may in another, and 
there' is no more Security jn Fortune,than 
in Mer. 'Our joys are mingled with Fears, 
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. CHAP. X&. 
: 4 | Againſt Raſh Fadgment. 


T is good. for every Man to fortifie him-: 
Felf on his- weak fide : and if he Loves 
his Peace, he muſt not be-Inquiſitive, and 
hearken'to-:Tale-hearers ; for the Man that 
is over-Curious .to hear , :and ſee -every- 
thing, multiplies Troubles to himſelf: For 
a:Man .does not feel, what he does not 
know. - He that is liſtening after private 
Diſcourſe,-and what people lay of him , - 
ſtall never be at Peace... How many things 
that are: Innocent in themſelves, are made 
Injurious yet, by: miſconſtruttion ? Where< 

ſome things we areto: pauſe upon, 0- 
thers to ugh at, and-others again «d og 
don.; Or if we cannot avoid the, Senſe of 
Indignities, let  howerer ſhun the open - 
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md -a* Te -may riſe oat of a Calm :, 
T | * late is always provided 
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have upp C 
Awe of a greater Feat-...;It is a good Caus 


Felf up to Gueſs, and'Conjefture, runs4 


SENECA pe 
profeſſion of it; which may be eaſily 


as appears by many Examples of thoſe,that 


reſyd. their, Anger, , under the. 


tion not to believe any thing till we are ve+ 
ry certain of it. for many probable thing 
prove falſe, and a ſhort time will make E 
vidence of the Undoubted Truth. We arg 
prone to Believe many things which we are 
unwilling to Hear,and ſo we conclude,and 
take up a prejudice before we can Judge. 
Never condemn a Friend unheard ; «. 
without letting him know his Accuſer, of 
his Crime. *Tis a Common thing to ſay, 
Do not you tell that you had it from me : % 
if you do, I'll deny it, and never tell you ay 
thing again. By which means, Friends are 
ſet together by the Ears, and the Informer 
flips his Neck out of the'Collar. A 

no Stories upon theſe Terms; for it is 
unjuſt thing. to Believe in private, and 40 
be Angry openly. He that delivers bia- 


great hazard ; for there can be no Suſpb 
cion without ſome - probable Grounds ; io 
that without much Candor, and Simplic 
ty,and making the beſt of every thing, rhar 
is no living in Society with Mankind 
Some things that offend us 'we'have by Re 
port ; others we ſee, or hear. . In the firſt 
Caſe let us not be 'too Credulous ; ſome 


- People Frame Stories that they may deceive 


us : Others, only Tell what they Heah 
and are deceiy'd Themſelves. Some mal 
; EM Ik 
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1f done by Command, a Neceſſity; If a 
Mar be Injur'd, *tis but Quid pro quo, 
if a Fudge, he: Knows what. be does : If a 
Prince, 1 muſt Submit ; either, if Guilty, 
#0 Juſtice, or if. Innecent, to Fortune : Ita 
Bruce, | wake my ' felf one by /micating it; 
if a Calamity, or Diſeaſe, my beſt Relief 
is Patience: If Providence, 'tis both Impious 
and Yainto:he-eAngryat it : If a Good Man 
FU make the Be/ on't ; If a Bad, P11 never 
Wonder at it. ''Nor is it only by Tales,and 


 &oriesthat. weere enflam*d,but Sxſpicions , 


Conntenances ; nay, a Look, or a: Smile 'is 


mnough to blow. us up. In theſe Caſes ler 
- vs ſuſpend- our Diſpleaſure, and plead the 


Cauſe of the Abſent, Perhaps he is innocent ; 
of if nor, 1 bave time to conſider 0n't,andm 

Jake my Revenge at Leiſure : but when it 1s 
once Executed, 'tis not to be Recalld. A 
Jealous Heads apt to take that to himſelf 
which was never meant him. Let us there- 
d 3 fore 


' 397 A 
- Je:their Sport to. do ill Officesz others do | 4 
-them only -to -pick-a Thank, Dhere are Y 
Fame that would part the deareſt; Friends 
inthe World; Others love-tg:doa;Miſchief . 
and ſtand aloof off,to ſee what comes on't.If 
 jItbe a ſmall matter;I would have witneſſes 
but if it bea greater, I would: have it npon 
-Oath, and allow.time to the Accuſed, and 
Counſel too,and;hear it over & over again. 
IN thoſe Caſes where we our ſelves are 
'Witneſles, we ſhould 2 take into Conſide- a Mabe the 
ration all the Circumſtances. If a Chila, 5 of every 
-twas {gnorance: If a Woman, a Miſtake « thing. 
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fore truſt to" nothing, but: what ive. ſee: i + 


+ be ſo edlily iMpos'd upon 3 nor put 'to-troy- 


"haps, not Hatred ; Nor of- bid own Accord; 
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And chide 6ur felves where we. are over- 
Credulous-!'By this Courſe: we ſhall - not 


ble our ſelves about things not. worth .the 
while ; as the Loytring of a Servant upon 
an Errand, the Tumbling of a Bed ; or the 
Spilling ofa Glaſs of Drink:'-?Tis a Mad. ſl - 
neſs to be diforder'd ' at theſe -Fooleries, I © 
We conſider the thing done, and not 'the W ©: 


-Doer of it. Je may be he did s* Unwillingly; MW * 


pr by Chance. Tt-was a Trick put: upon bim,or il © 
he was ford tot. Hedid it for Reward per. 


but be was edg'd on tot: Nay ſome regatd 
mult be had tothe Age of the Perſon ;. bt 
to Fortune ; and we muſt.conſult Hawaii 
ty, and Candor in the Caſe.:: One does me 
a Great eMiſchief,' at Vndwares. Anothis 
does me a very ./mall one by Deſign: Os 
peradventure nane at all, but intended: me 
one. The Latter was more in” Faalt, but 
T1 be Angry'with neither. ' We-muſt 4þ 
ſtinguiſh betwixt what 'a "Man \canmor dd 
and what he will not. *Tis #rue; be bas ona 
offended mi, but,” How often has he pleas d mt) 
He has offended te often, and' in other kinds, 
And why ſhould rior 1 bear «tas well now ar 
bave done ? Is hetmy Friend? why' then rwd 
againſt bis will. Is he miy Enemy? 'Tiz 
more than I lodk'd- for; | Let us give way ta 
Wiſe Mer, and not ſquabble - wich Fools; 
and ſay thus to our ſelves,We have all of # 
per Errors ; No Mani is ſo —_— n 
| $18 , "SIRE ; Nite 
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erv'd, and we muſt ſpare-one another, be- 
-Eauſe we are born for Socicty,which cannot 
be maintain'd, withour a Regard to Parti- 
<alars.'; Let this be a Rule to us, never 
jo-deny a Pardon that does no Hurt either 
49 the Giyer, or Receiver. That may be 
Well enough in one,which'is 11] in another ; 
and therefore we are not to condemn: any 
thing that. is.,Common -to a Nation : for 
{Euſton defends it. But.much more pardo- 
able are thoſe things which are Common 
to Mankind. ' EE 
1T is a kind of Spiteful Comfort, that > W bnever 
þ whoever does me an Injury, may receive ;,,, 5; = 
one, and that there is a Power over him 41 t« offer 
is Dd4 _ mas 


the Parts, the Whole can; never he pre- 
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| SENECA - Chap. F 
that is above me. A Man ſhould ſtand aa © 
firm againſt all Indignities, as a Rock does }* 
againſt the Waves. As it is ſome fſatisfa. 
ftion to a Man in a Mean Condition, that 
there is no Security in a more proſperons ; 
And as the Loſs of a Son in a Corner is born 
with more Patience , upon the fight of a 
Funeral d out of a Palace ; So are 
Injuries, Contempts, the more tolers- 
ble from a meaner Perſon, when we conſ- 
der, that the Greateſt Men, and Fortung 
are not exempt. The wiſelt alſo'of Mot- 
tals have their failings, and no Man living 
is without the ſame Excuſe. The difference 
is, that we do not- all of us tranſgreſs the 
ſame way : but we are dblig'd in Humanity 
to bear one with another. We ſhould, 
every one of us bethink our ſelves how r& 
miſs we have been in our Duties : How in 
modeſt in our Diſcourſes ; how Intemps 
rate in our Cups ; and why not as well hoy 
Extravagant we have been in our Paſſions 
Let us clear our ſelves of this Evil, pur 
our minds, and: ntterly root out all 
Vices, which, upon leaving the leaſt ſtri 
will grow again, and recover. We 
Think of every thing, Expett every thing 
that we may not be Surpriz'd. lt is's 
Shame, ſays Fabiw, for a Commander td 
excuſe +;-2&lf. by ſaying, 7 was not aweat 
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CHAP. XL 


*. Take nothing ill from Another Mangtill _ 
| ba <, made it your Own Caſe. < 


TFT is not prudent to deny a Parden to 
|| any Man without firſt examining, if we 
do nor ſtand in need of it our ſelves; for it 
may be our Lot to ask it, even at his Feet, 
to whom we refuſe it. But we are willing 
enough to Ds, what we are very unwilling 
to Suffer. It is unreaſonable to charge Pub- 
lick Vices upon Particular Perſons : For 
me are All of us wicked,and that which we 

e in others, we find in our ſelves. ?Tis 
ot a Paleneſs in one, or a Leannels in ano- 
ther ; but a Peſtilence that has laid hold 
ypon All. "Tis a wicked World, and we 
make part of it; and the way to be quiet, 
is to bear one with another. Such a Mar 
we cry, has done me a ſhrewd turn, and I ne- 
wer did him any kurt. Well, but it may be 
Lhave miſchiev'd other People, or at leaſt 
1 may live to do as much to him as that 


, comes to. Such 4 one has ſpoken ill things of 


me; butifl firſt ſpake il of him, as 1 do of 
many others, this is not an Injury, but a 
Repayment. What if. he did over-ſhoat 
himſelf ? He was loth ro loſe his Conceit 
perhaps, bur there was no Malice in'r; and 
if he had not done me a Miſchief, he —_ 

| ve, 


good Friends, after a profeſs'd hatred ? 
BEFORE. we lay any thing to heart, 
Jet us ask our ſelves 'if we have not done 
a Letm ® the ſame things to others. 'Bat, where 
Fan con- ſhall we find an Equal Judge ? He that loves 
4, another Man's Wife (only _— yz _ 
eur making The 1s another's) will not ſuffer its own 
it his own be {o much' as look®d- upon. No Man 
Caſe. «fierce againſt Calumny; as the Evil Spea- 
| ker ; None fo ftrit exatters of Modeſty 
1n- a Servant; as thoſe that are moſt Prodi- 
zal of their own. We carry ont Neigh- 
bors Crimes-in fight, and we throw our 
own over our Shoulders.' The Intempe- 
rance of a bad Son is chaſtis'd by a-work 
Father ; and the Luxury that we puniſhin 
others, we allow to our ſelves. The Ty- 
rant Exclaims againſt Homicide ; and $ 
crilege againſt Theft. We are Angry with 
the Perſons, but not with the Faults. 
SOME things there are that cannot hurt 
> as and Þb others will not; as good Magk 
things can. {trates, Parents, Tutors, Judges z whok 
zot hurt us Reproof or Correftion we are to-take, #8 
ard others we do Abſtinence, Bleeding, and other un 
will wt» eaſie things, which we are the better for: 
In which Caſes, we are not ſo much to re 
kon upon what we ſuffer, as upon what we 
have done. 7 rake it ill, ſays one, and 1 
bave done nothing, ſays another : when at 


the ſame time we make it worſe, by adding 
| Arrqs 


SENECA Chap. 
have done himſelf one. How many Good 
'Offices are there that look like Injuries? 
'Nay, how many bave been reconciPd, and 
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"Php. XL. Of Anger. | 
"Arrogance, and Contumacy to our firſt Er- 
ror. "We cty out preſently, {har Law have 
we Dromſeneſe 4 ? As if the Letter of the 
Law were, the Sum of our Duty ; and that 
iety, Humanity, Liberality, Juſtice, and 
Faith, were thipgs beſide our Buſineſs, No, 
no, the Rule;of Humane:Nuity is of a grea- 
ter Latityde and we haye many Obligati- 
ons upon us,; that are, not:to be found in 
the Starure-Books. And' yet we fall ſhort 
of the .ExaCtneſs , eyen, of That. Legal 
Imocency. We have intended one thing, 
and done another ; wherein only the:-want 
of Succeſs has Rept us from being Crimi- 
nals. . This very thing, methinks, ſhould 
make ns more favourable to Delinquents, 
and to forgive not only our ſelyes, but the 
Gods too ;. of whom we ſeetn to have har- 
der thoughts in taking that to be a Par- 
ticular Evil direfted 10. as, that befals us 
oe by the common Law of Ry 
in fine; po Man living can Abſolve himfel 
id his Conſcienc oy to the World 
perhaps he may. .* Tis true,that we are alſo 
Condemn'd to Pains, and. Diſeaſes, and to 
Death too, which þ ap ancre chan the quit- 
es Squl-houſe. - But, Why ſhould. a- 
py Marr complain of Bandage, that where- 
&ever be looks,has his way open to Liber- 
f: That Pregipice, that $ca, that Riyex, 
Well; there's Freedom: in the bottom 
of it. © It haygsupon every Crooked Bow ; 


and not only a Man's Throat, or his Heart © 4 Stoica! 


but every vein in his Body. opens a Paſlage ©”* 
Mit. ry y . ope allage 


greater es? Many have pardon 
their Enemies, and ſhall nar 1 forgive a nep- 
leR, a little Freedom of the Tongue ? Nay 
the Patience but of a Second Thought dog 
the buſineſs; for, though the firſt ſhock 
be violent, take it In parts and 'tis ſabdu'( 
And, to 'wind up all in one word ; The 
great Leſſon of ind,as well in this, a 
CO EE 0 do as he would be dane 


Philip, or Auguftus,who both of them par up 
R » 
& 


CHAP, XI. 
Of Cructry. 


"TP HERE is fo near an Afﬀenity betwint 
Anger, and Cruelty, that many People 
confound them; 2s if Cruelty were only the 
Exeention of Anver in the Payment of a ks 
verge : which holds in ſome Caſes, but net 
in others. "There are a ſort of Men that 
take delight in the Spilling of Humane 
Blood ; aud in the Death of thoſe that n& 
yer did them any Injury, nor were ever 
much as ſaſpeCted for it ; As ApoBodorws, 
Phalaris, Sinis, Procruſtes, and others, that 
burnt Men alive, whom we cannot ſo pro- 


perly call Azgry, as Brutal. For, Aa 
ou 


SENECA Chap Xl 
TO Conclade, where my proper Ver- 
tue fails me,'I will have recourſe to Exam- 
ples, and fay to my ſelf, Am I greater than 


A 
l 
{ 
! 
£ 
- 


8$TFOw>85E8: > -J.oDMADN ED I TD TEES 


STRESRTHEE 


EO 


"I 


, does neceſſarily preſuppoſe an 1njury, ei- 
ther Done , or Concei/d, or Fear'd;, but 


. Rejoice, and Entertain themſelves with the 


Þ. XII. Of Anger 2 405 Y 


the other takes Pleaſure in Tormenting , 
without ſo much as pretending any Prove- 
eatiox to't, and kills merely for killing ſake. 
The Original of this Cruelty perhaps was 

er, which by frequent Exerciſe, and 
Cuſtom, has loſt all ſenſe of Humanity, and 
Mercy ;- and they that are thus affefted,are 
ſo far from the Countenance, and Appea- 
rance of Men in Avger,that they will Laugh, 


moſt borrid Spe#acles ; as- Racks, G aols,Gib- 
bees, ſeveral forts of Chains, and Puniſh- 
ments; Dilaceration of Members, Stigmati- 
zings, and Wild _ z with other exqui- 
ſite Inventions of Torture : And yet at laſt 
the Cruelty it ſelf is more Horrid,and Odi- 
ous, than the means by which it works. 
It is a Beſtial madneſs to Love Miſchief. 
beſide, that *tis Womaniſh to Rage and Tear ; 
a Generous Beaſt will ſcorn-to do*r, when 
he has any thing at his Mercy. It isa Vice 
for Wolves, and Tygers ; and no leſs Abo- 
"if to the World, than Dangerous to it 


; THE! Romans had their Morning , and 
their Meridian * Speitacles. In the Former, a The Cru- | 
they had their Combats of Merz with W1ld cley of the 
Beaſts ; and in the Larter, the Men fought Roman 
One with Another. 1 went (ſays our Author) #9 
the other day to the Meridian Spectacles, in 
hope of Meeting ſomewhat of Mirth, and Di- 
verſion , to ſwecten the humors of thoſe that 

had 


bad bien tntrraivd with” Blood is the 


ning : But, jt provd otherwiſe z' for-\ con. 
par'd with this Inhumanity, the former was is 
Mercy: The whole buſineſs was only Murthen- 


Murther ;' the Combatants fought Ns 
ked, and every Blow was a Wound. They. d 
ot contend for Viftory, but for Death ; and 
he that kills one Man;is robe kill d by another. 
Ry Wounds they are fore d upon Wounds, which 
they Take,. and give upon their bare Breaſts, 
Burn'that Rogue they cry z What ? Is he 
afraid of his Fleſf? Do but ſee how ſoea 
Kingly that Raſcal dies ? Look ro a ſelves 
my - Maſters, and conſider on't : Who knom 
but this may come to be your own Caſe? Wic- 
ked Examples ſeldom fail-of Coming home 
at laſt to the Authors. To deſtroy a Single 
Man, may be Dangerous,. but- to Murther 
whole Nations,is only a more Glorious Wie 
kedneſs. Private 'Avarice, and Rjgonr art 
Condemn'd : But-Oppreſſion, when it comes 
tobe Axthoriz'd, by an Act of State ; and to 
be publickly 'Commanded, though partic 
larly forbidden, 'becomes a Point of Dj 
ity and Honor. . What'a ſhame is it for. 
Men to Enterworry one another, when ytt 
the fierceſt even of Beaſts areat peace with 


__ ** thoſe of their own kind? This Brutal Fury 


puts Philoſophy it- ſelf to a ſtand..:. The 
Drunkard, the Glutton, the Covetous, may 
be redac?d.' Nay, and the miſchief of iti 
that no Vice keeps it ſelf within.its proper. 
Bounds. Luxury runs into. Avarice, and 
when the Reverence of Verrtue is extit- 
| guiſl'd, 
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profit along with it. Man's Blood is: 
fied in Wantonneſs ; his Death is a Spec- 
tacle for Entertainment, and his Groans 
are Muſick. When Alexander deliver up: 
Lyſmachus to a Lyon, how glad would he 
have been to have had Nails, and Teeth to 
have deyonrd him himſelf? It would have 
too much derogated, he thooght, from-the 
dignity of his Wrath, to have appointed a 
Mar: for the Execution of his Friend. Pri- 
mate Cruelties, 'tis true, cannot do much 
Miſchief, but in- Princes, they are a War' 
2ainſt Mankind. | 
"C. CeASAR would commonly, for Ex- 


er5ſe, band Pleaſure, put Senators,and Ro- 2: oh 
ahh Kmiobit to the Tortare, : And Whip ſe- =_ _— 


yveral of them, like Slaves, or put. them to ties. 
Death with the moſt accurate Tor ments, 
merely for the Satisfaftion'of his Cruelty. 
That Ceſar that wiſh'd the People: of Rome 
lad but one Neck, that he might cut it off ac 
"one Blow, It: was the Employment, the 
Study, and the Joy of his Life: He would 
not ſo mich as give the Expiring leave to 
Groan, but caus'd their Mouths to be ſtopt 
with Sponges, or for want of them, with 
Rags of their own Cloths,that they might 
nor breath out ſo much as their laſt Ago- 
Wes at Liberty ; Or perhaps, leſt the tor- 
mented ſhould ſpeak ſomething which the 
Formenter had no mind'to hear. Nay, he 
was ſo impatient of Delay, that he would 
frequently riſe from Supper-to _—— 
1 » 
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kyPd by Torcb-lzht, as if his Life and "W- 
Death had depended upon their diſpatch. | 
before the next morning. To ſay nothing 
how many Feathers were put toDeath by him | 
in thg ſame night with their Sons, (which | 
was a kind of Mercy, in the prevention of | 
their Mourning.) And was not Syla's Cru- 
elty prodigious too, which was only ſtopt 
for want of Enemies ? He cauſed 7000 Cj- 
tizens of on to be ſlavghter'd at once ; e 
and ſome of the Senators being ſtartled at } 
their Cries that were heard in the Senate- l 
bouſe : Let us mind our buſineſs, ſays Sylla , i 
This is nothing but a few Mutineers that I | t 
bave Order'd to be ſemt out of the Way. A n 
Glorious Speftacle ! ſays Hamibal , when he tt 
ſaw the Trenches flowing with Humane |} L 
Blood; and ifthe Rivers had run Blood too | -ti 
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he would have lik'd it ſo mach the better. 
AMONG the famous, and deteſtable 
Speeches that are committed to Memory ,' 
I know none worſe than that [mpaudent,and 
”  , 1 yranncal Maxime ;, © Let them Hate me ſo 

e He that , 
Threatens they- Fear me : not- conſidering that thoſe | Mz: 
AI, Fears that.are kept in Obedietice by Fear, are I but 
AL . both Malicious, and Mercenary, and only. | G& 
; wait for an opportunity to change theis- || dif 
Maſter. Beſide that, whoſoever is Terrible' 8 to 
to Others, is likewiſe afraid of: Himſelf,/ & fro 
What is more ordinary, than for a Tyrant I Wy 
to be deſtroy'd by his Own Guards, which I ot 
is no more than the putting thoſe Crimes | © Þ 
into Prattice which they learned of their || We 
Maſters : How many Slaves-have reyeng'd If 
them- 
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3 */ themſelves of their Cruel Oppreſſors,though 
they -were Tire-to dic for't; but when it 
comes once to a Popular Tyrammy,whole Na- 


tions conſpire againſt it. For whoſoever 
threatens All,is in Danger of All; over and a- 
bove,. that the Cruelty of a Prince en- 
creaſes the number of his Enemies, bydeſtroy- 
ivg ſome of them ; for it entails'an heredi- 
tary hatred upon the Friends and Relations 
of thoſe that are taken away. And then it 
has 'this Misfortune, that a Man muſt be 
wicked upon Neceſlity ; for there's no f0- 
ing-back ; So that he muſt betake himſelf 
to Arms, and yet he lives in fear. He can 
neither truſt co the: Faith of his Friends,nor 
tothe Piety of his Children ; he both dreads 
Death,and wiſhes it; and becomes a grea- 
ter Terror to himſelf, than he is to his 
People; Nay, if there were nothing elſe 
tomake Cruelty deteſtable,it were enough, 
that it paſſes all Bounds both of Cuſtom , 
and-Humanity, and is followed upon 'the 
Heel, with Sword, or Poiſon. A Private 
Malice indeed does not move whole Cities ; 
bet-that- which extends to All,is every Bo- 
dies Mark. One Sick Perſon gives no great 
difturbance in a Family ; but when it comes 
waDepopulating Plague, all People fly 
from't. And why ſhould a Prince expect 
ay. man to be good, whom he has taught 


to be wicked ? eTyranni- 
* BUT, What if it were Safe to be Cruel? cal Go-. 

> it not {till a fad thing,the very Spate JerInene 
of ſuch, a Government ? © A Government that woke Stare 


E @ bears of War. 
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bears the Image of a Taken City, where 
there's nothing but Sorrow, Tronble , and 
Confuſion. Men dare not ſo much as truſ 
themſelves with their Friends,or with their 
Pleaſures. There is not any Entertainment 
ſolnnocent,but it affords pretence of Crime, 
and Danger. People are betray'd at their 
Tables, and in their Cups, and drawn from 

the very Theatre to the Priſon. How horrid 
a Madneſs is it to be ſtilt Raging, and Kib 

ling ; to have the ratling of Chains always 
in our Ears ; Bloody Spefacles before our 
Eyes ;, and to carry Terror, and. Diſmay, 
where-ever we go? If we had © Lyons, and 
Serpents to rule over us, this would be the 
manner of Their Government ;, ſaving that 
they agree better among themſelves : It 
paſſes for a Mark of Greatneſs to burn Ci- 
ties.,and lay whole Kingdoms waſte; noris  . 
it for the honor of a Prince,to appoint this 
or that ſingle Man to be kill'd, unleſs they 
have whole Troops, (or ſometimes) Legiow 
to work upon. Burt,it is not the Spoils af 
War, and Bloody Trophies , that make 
Prince Glorious ;, but, the Divine Power of 
preſerving Unity, and Peace. Rutve with 
out Diſtinttion'is more properly the buſinelh 
of a General Deluge, or. a Conflagration 
Neither does a Fierce, and Inexorable A+ 
ger become the Supreme Magiſtrate : Greats i -# 
neſs of e Mind is always eMeek,and Humble; ff ©” 
but Cruelty is a Note, and an Effet# of Week: IC 
neſs ; and brings down a Governour ta the It N 7.06 4 
vel of a Competitor, Q k : 199 , 
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ms the Mind to'the Habje, and Exerciſe 


eats 
. | 3ELEMENCY's a favourable Diſpoſition a Clemency 
_ PFrhe Mind; in A ng ofinfil (ts Pie defed. © 
| nents Or, # Moderation , that remits 
0 f [What of che Penalty Incurr'd, Ar Pardon 
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b Clemency - IT is objected by fome,that b Clementyi 
3s Profita- 7 


ble for all, 


- Nocent, and yet have Occaſion; for It too: 


- other Pebples- Misfortunes : Such another 
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is the Total Remiſſion of a deſerv/d Puniſhmen, | 
We-muſt -be-Careful not to confound Cle. Þ- 
mency with _Pity .., for as Religion Worſbips 
God, and Superſtition Prophanes that wore 
ſhip; ſo ſhould we diſtinguiſh betwixt Cle- 
mency, and Pity ; Prattiſng the One, and 
Avoiding the Other. For Pity proceeds 
from a Narrowneſs of Mind, that reſpeQs 
rather the Forr«ne, than the Cauſe. It is3 
kind of Moral Sickneſs, 'contrafted from 


weakneſs as Laughing , or Yawning for 
Company, or as That of Sick Eyes, that 
cannot look upon others: that-are Blearl 
without dropping Themſelves. PIl'givez 
$hipwrack'd-Man a Plank, a Lodging to.d 
Stranger, or a-Piece of :Mpney to him that 
wants it;;- I' will dry up the Tears of nj 
Friend, yet I will not weep with him, bat 
treat him with Conſtancy,, and; Humanity, 
as one an. ought tortreat Arocher. 


a Inſignificant Vertue ;' and that only 
Bad are, the Better .for't.; for the Good 
have no-.need o'r. But, in the firſt place; 
as Phyſick.is in, Uſe only, among, the Sick, 
and yet Honor with the, Sound ;, ſoth 
Innocent ihavea Reverence far. Clan 
though Criminals are properly;the Objs 
of it. And then apain, a Man may belt 


for, by.:the Accidents, of! Fortune, or, 6 
Condition. of Times, Vertue it {ell oi Priva 
cont to be in. danger. Conſider on, T 
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_ Of ELEMENCT. | 
- Populous City, or Nation; what a ſolitude 
- ould 'it be, if none ſhould be left there 
but thoſe. that could ftand the Teſt of a 
Severe Juſtice ? We ſhould have neither 
Judges, nor Accuſers: none either to Grant 
2 Pardon, or to Ask it. More or leſs, we 
' are all Sinners ;zand he that has beſt purg'd 
his Conſcience, was brought by Errors to 
Repentance. And it is farther Profitable, 
to Mankind ; for many Delinquents, come 
to be Converted. There is a Tenderneſs 
to be us'd, even toward our Slaves, and 
thoſe that we have bought with our Money; 
How much more then,to Free, and to Ho- 
neſt Men, that are rather under our Pro- 
tetion, than Dominion ? Not that I would 
have jt ſo General neither, as not to diſtin- 
guiſh betwix: the Good, and the Bad, for 
that would Introduce a Confuſion,and give 
akind of encouragement to Wickedneſs. 
It muſt therefore have a reſpcCt to the Qua- 
lity of the Offender, and ſeparate the Cu- 
rable from the Deſperate for it is an equal 
Cruelty to pardon All, and to pardon 
None. Where the Matter is in Balance , 
kt Mercy turn the Scale : If all Wicked 
Men ſhould be puniſh'd, Who ſhould ſcape ? 
- THOUGH Mercy, and Gentleneſs of 
'} Nature, © keeps all in peace,and Tranquil- 
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c Clemency 


y,even in a Corrage; yet is it much more j,,; oy 
teficial , and Conſpicuous in a Palace. in Private 
rate Men in their Condition,are likewiſe Perſons, 
Private in their Vertues,and in their Yices rs Ser 2H 


Wt the Words, and the Actions of Princes, fcial in 
| E e3 arE Princes, 
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and Pe'ple. the good of the Publick, their Particular 


are-the Subject of Publick Rumor ; and Þ* 
therefore they had need have a Care, what f| 
Occaſion Forth give People for Diſcourſe, 
of whom People will be ' always a talking, 
There is the. Government of a Prince over 
his People , a Father over his Children , q | 
Maſter over his Scholars, an: Officer over his | | 
Soldjers. "He is an Unnatural Father, that | : 
for every Trifle beats his Children. Wha 
is the Better Maſter, he that Rages over his ; 
Scholars, for but miſſing a Word in a Le, 
ſon ; or he that tries by Admonition, an( 
fair Words, to Inftru&t,and Reform them? , 
An Outrageous Officer makes his Men rug | , 
from their Colours. A Skilful Rider brings ; 
his Horſe to Obedience, by mingling Fair Y 
means with Foul ; whereas to be perpetual F þ 
ly, ſwitching, and ſpurring,makes him Vi- F - 
cious, and Jadiſh : And ſhall we not haye V 
h 
ﬀ 
of 
ne 
al 
di 


# 


more care of Men, than of Beaſts? It breaks 
the Hope of Generous Inclinations, when 
they are depreſsd by Servility,and Terror. 
There is no Creature ſo hard to be pleas! 
with 111 Uſage, as Man.” © 
CLEMENCT does well with All, but bef 


3 


. With 4 Princes for it makes their Power 
ag w Comfortable, and Beneficial, which would ha 
reſt both of otherwiſe be the Peſt of Mankind. It eſls- wi 
Prince  bliſhes their Greatneſs,” when they make F 


Care, and Employ their Power for tht by 
fafety of the People. The Prince, in & the 
fect, 1s but the Soul of the Community ;# } + 
the Community is only the Body of the F 1; 
AN a Prince: | © 
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fo mean, but his Maſter feels the- Loſs of 
him, as a Part of his Empire. And he 
takes Care, not only of the Lives of his 
People , but alſo of their Reputations 
Now, giving for granted, that all Vertues 
are in themſelves Equal, it will not yet be 
deny'd, that they may be more Beneficial 
to Mankind in One Perſon, than in Ano- 
ther. A Beggar may be as Magnanimons 
3a King : For, What can b2 Greater, or 
Braver, than to baffle Il] Fortune ? This 
does not hinder, but that a Man in Autho- 
rity, and Plenty, has more Matter for his 
Generoſity to work upon, than a Private 
Perſon - and it is alſo more taken notice 
of upon the Bench, than upon the Level. 
When*a Gracious Prince ſhews himſelf to 
his People, they do not fly from him as 
from a Typger, that had rouz'd himſelfour 
of his Den ; but they worſhip him as a Be- 
nevalent Influence, they ſecure him againſt 
all Conſpiracies, and Interpoſe their Bo- 
dies betwixt Him and Danger. They 
Guard him while he ſleeps, and defend him 
In the Field againſt his Enemies. Nor is it 
without Reaſon, this Unanimous Agree- 
ment in Love, and Loyalty ; and this He- 
foical Zeal of Abandoning themſelves for 
the fafety of their Prince, bur it is as well 
the Intereſt of the People. In the Breath 
of a Prince, there's Life, and Death: and 
lis Sentence ſtands good, Right,or Wrong. 
Ee 4 If 


+ 23 Of CLEMBEANCT. - 215 
'F Prince :Sothat in being Merciful to Others | 


© he is Tender of Himſelf - Nor is any Man 


If he be Angry,no body dares Adviſe him; E þ 
and if he does Amiſs,who ſhall call him ts 
Accompt ? Now, for him that has ſo much 


Miſchief in his Power,and yet appfiesThat 
Power to the Common Utility, and Com- 
fort of his People, diffuſing alſo Clemency, 
and Goodneſs into their hearts too; What 
can be a greater Bleſſing to Mankind than 
ſuch a Prince ? Any Man may kill another 
Againſt the Law,but only a Prince can ſave 
him ſo. Let him ſo deal with his own Sub- 
jets, as he defires God ſhould deat with 
him : If Heaven ſhould be Inexorable tg 
Sinners, and deſtroy all without Mercy, 
What Fleſh could be ſafe ? Bur, as: the 
Faults of Great Men are not preſently pu- 
niſh'd with Thander from Above.,let them 
have a like regard to their Inferiors here 
ypon Earth He that has Revenge gin his 
Power, and does not Uſe it, is the Great 
Man. Which is the more Beautiful, and 
Agrecable State, that of a Calm, a Tem- 
perzte , and a Clear Day ; or That of 
Lightening , Thunder , and Tempeſts ! 
And this is the very difference betwixt 4 
Moderate, and a Turbulent Government. 
"Tis for Low, and Vulgar Spirits, to Brawl, 
Storm, and Tranſport themſelves , but us 
not for the Majeſty of a Prince to laſh out 
into Intemperance of Woras : Some will 
think it rather Slavery, than Empire, to 
be debarr'd Liberty of Speech : and what 
if it be, when Government it ſelf is but 2 
more llluſtrious Servitude ? He that vſes his 

| | Power 
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er as he ſhould, takes as much Delight 


” in. making it Comfortable to his People, as 


RF. 


© Glorious to Himſelf. He is Aﬀable, and 
- eaſie of Acceſs ; his very Countenance makes 
- him the Joy of his Peoples Eyes, and the 


Delight of Mankind. He is Belov'd, De- 
fended, and Reverenc'd, by all his Subjetts 
and Men ſpeak as well of him in Private,as 
in Publick: He is ſafe without Guards, and 
the Sword is rather his Ornament,than his 
Defence ; In his Duty, he is like that of a 
good Father, that ſometimes gently Re- 
proves a_ Son ; ſometimes threatens him; 
nay, and perhaps Corrects him : But no Fa- 
ther in bis right Wits, will Diſinherit a 
Son for the Firſt Fault : There muſt be Ma- 
ny, and Great Offences, and only Deſpe- 
rate Conſequences that ſhould bring him to 


that Decretory Reſolution : He will make 


many Experiments,to try if he can Reclaim 
kim firſt, and nothing but the utmoſt De- 
ſpair muſt put him upon Extremities. It is 
not Flattery that calls a Prince the Father of 
bu Country : The Titles of Great, and Au- 
tf are Matter of Complement, and of 
lonor ; but in calling him Farher, we 
mind him of that Moderation, and Indul- 

ence, which he owes to his Children. His 


.Y "ez are his Members z Where, if there 


mult be an Ampatation, let him come ſlow- 
ly to it, and when the Part is cut off, let 
him wiſh it were on again : let him grieve 
n the doing of it: He that paſſes a Sen- 
tence preſently, looks as if he did it wil- 


lingly z 
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ſed Re- 
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lingly ; and then there is an Injuſtice j 
the Exceſs. 7 


IT is a Glorious Contemplation, for a 


* Prince, firſt ro Conſider the vaſt Multi. 
tudes of his People, whoſe Seditious, Di- 


Fezions of vided, and Impotent ' paſſions would caſt 
# Merciful All into Confuſion, and Deſtroy Them- 


Prance. 


ſelves, and Pablick Order too, if the Band 
of Government did not reſtrain them ; 
And Thence to paſs to the Examination of 
his Conſcience, faying thus to himfelf, It 
is by the Choice of Providence that I am here 
made God's Deputy upon Earth ; the Arbitra- 
ror of Life, and Death, and that upon My 
breath, depends the Fortune of my People. My 
Lips are the Oracles of their Fate, and upon 
Them, hangs the Deſtiny both of Cities, and 
Men. It is under my Favour that People 
ek for either Proſperity, or Proteftion ; Thon- 
fands of ' Swords are Drawn, or Sheath*d at 
any Pleaſure, What Towns ſhall be advancd 
or Deſtroy'd ; who ſhall be Slaves,or who Free, 
depends upon my Will z and yet in this Arbi- 
trary Power of Atting without Controul,l was 
never Tramnſported to do any Cruel Thing, ti- 
ther by Anger, or Hot Blood, in my Self, or 
by the Contumacy, Raſhneſs, or Provocations 
of other Men ;, though ſufficient to turn Mercy 
it ſelf into Fury. I was never mov'd by the 
Odjous vanity of makin my feef Terrible by my 
Power (that Anſel ough Common ) Hur 
mor of Oftentation, and Glory, that haunts 
Imperious Natures.) My Sword has not only 


been buryd in the Scabbard, but in a manner 
"< Bound 
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HY Of CLEMEMNCT. | 
'Y Bonrd to the Peace, and tender even of the 
Cheapeſt Blood : And where I find no other 
Motive to Compaſſion, Humanity it ſelf is Suf- 
ficient. I have been always Slow to Severity , 
and Prone to Forgive, and under as Strifh 4 
: Guard to Obſerve the Laws, as if I were Ac- 
: comptable for the Breaking of them. Some I 
: pardor'd for their Youth ; Others for their 
I | Age. I ſpare one Man for bis Dignity, Ano- 
; ther for bis Humility ; and when I find no other 
AY | matter to work upon,T ſpare my ſelf. So that if 
God ſhould at this Inſtant call me to an Accompt, 

the whole World would agree to witneſs for me, 
that I bave not by any Farce, either Publick or 
ly Private ; either by my Self, or by any Other, 
ly defrauded the Common-wealth;, and the Repus 
ration that T bave ever ſought for, has been 
id That which few Princes_ have Obtain'd, the 
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le Conſcience of my Proper Innocence. eAnd 1 
F have not loſt my lahor neither, for no one Man 


y wes ever ſo Dear to another, as Ihave made 

my ſelf to the whole Body of my People. Un- 
1 = er ſuch a Prince the Subje# has nothing to 
wiſh for, beyond what he enjoys ; their Fears 
are Quicted, and their. Prayers heard, and 


= I there is nothing can make their Felicity Greater 
o: unleſs to make it perpetual ; and there is no 


Liberty deny'd to the People, but that of De- 

'q Broying one another. : 

"| IT is the Intereſt of the People, by the c yon rhe 
= f Conſent of all Nations,to. run all hazards well being 
'*" |} for the Safety of their Prince, and by a of 'he 


mn | Thouſand Deaths to redeem that, one Life, bends the 
my ppon which ſo many Millions depend.Does $.,fy of 
yo” & not the People, 
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| SENECA 
not the whole Body ſerve the Mind,though 
only the One is expos'd to the Eye,and the 
Other not ; but, -I hin, and Inviſible, the 
very ſeat of it being Uncertain ? Yet the 
Hands, Feet, and Eyes, obſerve the Mo- 
tions of it : we Lie down, Run about, 
and Ramble. As that Commands us. If 


we be Covetous, we Fiſh the Seas, and 


Ranſack the Earth for Treaſure ; If Ambi- 
Tious, we burn our own Fleſh with Scevola; 
we caſt our ſelves into the Gulph with Cur- 
#ius: So would that vaſt Multitude of Peg- 
ple, which is Animated but with one Soul, 
Govern'd by one Spirit, and Mov'd by 
One Reafon, deſtroy it ſelf with its own 
Strength,if it were not, ſupported by Wif- 
dom, . and Government, Wherefore it is 
for their Own Security, that the People 
expoſe their Lives for their Prince, as the 
very Bond that ties the Republick toge- 
ther ; the Vital Spirit of ſo many Thody- 
fands, which would be nothing elſe but a 
Burthen and a Prey, without a Governor, 
When this Union comes. Qnce to be Dif- 
folv'd all falls to Pieces; for Empire , 
and Obedience, muſt Stand, and Fall toge- 
ther. It is no wonder then, if a Prince 
be Dear to his People, when the Commy- 
Nity is wraPt up in him, and the Good of 
Both as Inſeparable as the Body, and the 
Head ; the One for Strength and the other 
Counſel ; far, What ſignifies the Force of the 
Body, without the DireCtion of the Under- 
ſtanding ? While the Prince watches, his 
People 
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'” People Sleep.; his Labour keeps them at 


Faſe,and his Buſineſs keeps them at Quiet. 
The Natural Intent' of Monarchy appears 


even fron. the yery Diſcipline of Bees 


They aſſign to their Maſter the faireſt. 
Lodgings, the Safeſt Place, and His Office 
is only to ſee, that the reſt perform their 
Duties. When the King is Loſt, the whole 
Swarm Diſſolves : More than One, they 
will not Admit ; and then they contend 
who ſhall have the Beſt : They, are of all 


Creatures, the Fierceſt, for their Bigneſs ; 


and leave their Stings behind them in their 
Quarrels z Only the King himſelf -has 


None, Intimating, that Kings ſhould nei- 


ther be Vindictive, nor'Cruel. Is it not a 


Shame, after ſuch an Example of Modera- 
tion in theſe Creatures,that Men ſhould be 
yet Intemperate ? It were- well if they loſt 


their Stings too in their Revenge, as well , 
as the Other, that they might hurt but 


Once, and.do no Miſchief by their Proxies. 


It would tire them out, ifeither they were 

toexecute All with their Own Hands,or to 

wound Others, at the Peril of their own 
ves. | 

. A Prince ſhould behave himſelf Gene- 


rouſly 8.ia the Power,which God has given Prince 


on, of Life and Death ; eſpecially toward. that is 
thoſe that. have been at any time his Equals; © 


for the One has his Revenge, and the other 
his, Puniſhment in't. He -that ſtands In- 
debted for his Life, has loſt it : but he that 
Receives his Life at the Foot of his wo, 

yes 


racious, 
belov'dy 
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Lives to the Hotor'of his Preferver ; He 
Lives the LaſttmgMonument of his Vertue; 
whereas if he had been-led-in Triumph, the 
S ck would have been quickly over. 
what if be fhiogld reſtore/hint to his 
Kingdom again z-Would ir not be an Am- 
ple Acceſſion tor his Honor, to ſhew that he 
found nothing about the Conquer'd that wag 
worthy of the Conqueror ? es nothing 
more Venerable than a Prince that does not 
Revenge an Injiry. He that is Gracious , 
is Belov'd, and. Reverencd as a Common 
ad but a Tyrant ſands in Fear, and 
in Danger even.of his Own Guards. No 
Prince can be ſaft himſelf, of whom all O- 
thers are Afraid; fot to-ſpare None, is to 
enrage All: 'Tis' an Error to imagine , 
tht any Man carr be ſecure, that ſyffers'no 
body elſe to be '{o tov. How can'any Man 
efdire' to lead-an Uneaſte , Suſpicious , 
Anxious Life, when he may: be Safe, if he 
Pleafes,and enjoy all the Bleſſings of Pom- 
er, together with 'the Prayers of his Peo- 
ple ? peo Protetts a Prince without a 
Gnard ; ther 
or Fortifications : Security on the ' One 
ſide, is the Condition 'of Security on' the 
Other; and the' Aﬀe@ions of the SubjeCt 
are the mbſt Invincible Fortreſs.” What 


catt be Fairer, than'for a Prince toLivethe' 
Objet of his Peoples Love, to have the 


Vows of their "Hearts, 'as well as of their 


Lips ; and his *Health, and Sickneſs, their” 


Common Hopes, and Fears ? There = 
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$ no need of Troops, Caſtles 
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F be no Danger of Plots: Nay, on the Con- 


SS AAAGaGanawagngyr 


Ee 


trary, Who would not frankly venture his. 


Blood, to ſerve him, under whoſe Govern- 


ment, Juſtice, Peace, Modeſty, and Dig- 
nity Flouriſh 3 under whoſe Influence Men: 
Rich, and Happy.; and whom Men 
Þok upon with ſuch Veneration, as they 
would do upon the Immortal Gods, if they 
were Capable of ſeeing them? And, as the 
True Repreſentative of the Almighty,they 
conſider him, when he is, Gracious, and: 
Bountiful, and employs h is Power tothe 
advantage of his Subjects. | 
WHEN a. Prince proceeds to Puniſh- 


ment, Þ it muſt be either to Vindicate Him-1yzere py. 
ſelf, or Others. It is a hard matter to Go- _ * 
ece 


vern Himſelf in his Own Caſe. If a Man 


Yo | let it be + 
ſhould adviſe him not to-be Credulous, but, pA tet 


to examine Matters, and Indulge the Inno- 
cent, this is rather a point. of Juſtice than, 
of Clemency.: But, in Caſe that he be Ma- 
nifeſtly Injur*d, I would haye him: Forgzve,, 
where he may Safely do it, and be Tender, 
eren where he cannot Forgive : But far 
more Exorable in his Own Caſe however, 
than in Anothers. *Tis.nothing to be ee. 
of Another Man's Purſe-; and *tis as Little. 
to be Mercitul in Another Mans Gauſe. He 
is the great. Man that Maſters his Paſſion. 
where he is ſtung himſelf ; and Pardons., 
when he might. Deſtroy. The end of Pu- 
ndiſhment, is cither to Comfort the Party, 
lajur'd, or to ſecure him. for the Future: A. 
Prince's Fortune is above the need of ſuch a. 
Comfort, 


| = * * 
= OY " 
A = 


"BENEEHS | 
Comfort, and his Power is too Eminent te 
feek an Advance of = ge by doing | 
Private Man a Miſchief. This 1 ſpeak, i 
Caſe of an Aﬀront from thoſe that are Bes 
low us: Burt he, that of an Equal, has made: 
any Man his Inferior, has his Revenge; i: 
the bringing of him Down. A Prince has 
been kil/'d by a Servant deſtroy'd by a Ser* 
pent ; but whoſoever preſerves a Man muſt 
be Greater than the Perſon that he pre- 
ſerves. With Citizens , Strangers, and 
People of Low condition, a Prince is not 
to Contend, for they are Beneath him * He 
may ſpare fome, out of Good Will, and 
Others, as he would do ſome little Cres 
tures that a Man cannot touch without for 
ling his Fingers : But for thoſe that ary 
to be Pardon'd, or expoſed to Publick Pe 
niſhmenr, he may uſe Mercy as he ſees O&- 
Caſion ; and a Generous Mind can nevef 
want Inducements, or Motives to it : And 
whether it be Ave, or Sex ; High, of Lowy 
Nothing comes amiſs. | 

5 The Ends 1 © pals now to the Vindication of Os. 

of Puniſh- Thers, there miſt be had a i regard, either 

ment, to the Amendment of the Perſon Puniſh'd; 
or the making of Others better,for fear 
Paniſkment. ; or the taking the Offender FL 
out of the way for the ſecurity of Others \ 
An Amendment may be procur®d by a Smalt 
Puniſhinent ; for he lives more Carefully” 
that has ſomething_-yet to Loſe ; It js a kind- us 
of Impaztity, to be incapable of a further Pu- 
niſhment. The Corruptions of a City ho 
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A Fw, and $ + Severi- 

hi eb ultitude of Offenders creates 
of offending, and Company Au- 

42 Crime, and there is more good 
Ef DOD a Diſſolute Aeeoby Patience 
or;; Provided it paſs not 
ion of 1U 5 3 but ohly 

har gt roceed to  Extremy- 

der 2 Merci 1 Prince a Man will 
ealham'd to offend, hecauſe a Puniſhment 
4s inflicted by a, Gentle Governor , 
20 fall beavier,, and with more Re- 
ach : and it is Remarkable alſo, that 
ns. are often Committed, which are 
ew Puniſh'd, Caligula, in five yeats 


|  befi d there were few- 

: Ede before apy Law again#t [rr 

hes After. , For our Anceſtors did wiſely 

une that the Crime would neyer be 

till by a Law for Puniſhing it 

f it mi Ag furry Parrj- 

zn with the them,and 

ent ;ofteact Men bn in the 

here there are few ,Puniſhments, 

| x blick Good, and 

34: $ thing to {b ; a City hw 

TOO BT bs eliaquents. There is 2 ce: ip 
Nature of Man;thatm 

ifficulties. We are better " 
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Tue E brought "ene va 1 

3, Vero to ligh.: to, OE 4.1or) Rety 

Tancy, carne ro'r at aſt with this Exclan 

tion, 7 would. Gold not Wile: "A pee] 

rhge Seer ew wing World for an'Ab 
ty, but alt cnces Ts and th 

Ui earts of affthe Shbjetts ofn 

to the likeneſs gf their Mia "the 

Had is Well; br nt, io. is che 

Merry. Pars the Differen 

Kinr,and « Prom: bnr' a Divey. 

under one, 404 the fone Pow 

Deſtroys for his" Pleafure pra l 

"Neceſſity :X' Oi ftion, 'rather'tn 


than in NammeyA' x.Gra. iovs Ptifice is'A 
'ss well as a vir ris for rhe'De 


of his Peopte,and nor for the Riiir'6frhþ 
N9.King can ver have Faithfitt*Yers 
that 4ccoftorns them. to Totowa 
cutfons. : The very Guilty thepſetvs 
not fead: ſo' Anxipþts a Life as. the ral 
tors, forthey are not only afraid'of Jaſti 
bot Divint/apd Hutnane bur iris Danjt 
rovs'for'thejn to mend their Manners; - 
that, when they 4re'once in, they muſt > 
rinye to be” Wicked, upon "Neceſſity. "Rl. 
ich Hatret! bnires i ina et et ” ; f* 


«ﬆ; 


A it it' provokes: Ee to- w ie 
ranſportsthetn to Door Raſ "y 
ontzis Wild Beaſts;whentheyarepreſt opal 

the Toy, torn back,and aſfault the'very F " p; 
fuers. A Turbulent Governnient is2F Br 


call 
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ME" treble” Both to Prince, and People; - 


WE and he that is a Terror to all Others, is 
IE -not without Terror alſo himſelf. Frequent 
| ni ſhmenty,” and Revenges may Suppreſs 
red 'of a Few, but: then it ſtirs up 
t& Deteſtation of All. So'that there's no 
oying One Enemy, 'without "making: 
4 ny: 10 is good to Maſter -the Will of 
LAY being Cracl;ever white there'may be Cauſe 
44 1 and” Marter to Work npon: 
AUGUSTUS" Wwas a Gracious b Prince, þ 4 famw 
he had the.Power in bis own hand ;'t/tance of 
In the T);umwviracy he made uſe of his Auguſtus's 
=_ ory ney —_ —_— — 
ypon Authmy,during That Diſpute. 
bs behav*@himſelf afterwards at ano- 
Rrrate; for when he was betwixt forty - 
years of ' Age; he was told, that 
was ina Plat-to' Murther him, with ' 
ime; Place/\nd Mariner of the' De-" 
; and This from one of the Confede--! 
; *Upon' This, he reſolv'd'upon'a Re-: 
e, and ſent for ſeveral of this Friends , 
| Tſe upozr.' The thonghr of it kept 
dh aking, to conſider, that "there: was - 
ife of a'young Nobleman'in the Caſe, 
phew of Pompey,anda Perſon other-' 
ro Ste Innoceit. ©” He was off and.on ſeveral 
| ms; whether" he' ſhould put him'to Death 
nine tot. What ( ſays he) ſhall. Ti live in 
0 gavie, and in danger my ſelf,” ant the Con- 
Ver of my Death walk. Free, and Secure ? * 
1 "TH 4d J bing ſerve him but T hat Life, which 
£3 Pidence has CY in ſo. nay! Ciull.: 
Pon Fi2 


ars > 


SENBES. "F 
Wars ; in ſo many Bantels, both;by "Ve hy. 
Lend ; and Now, in the, Seare of an. Univers, 
ſal Peace 100 and not 4 ſimple Murther nej-. 
ther, but. a Sacrifice; for T am to be. aſſaulted, 
at. the very Altar. and ſhall the Conriver of. 
all this Villainy ſcape Unpuniſh'd ? Here Au. 

ufus made-2 litt]e Pauſe, and then recol- 
fng himſelf: No, no, Ceſar, ( Jays he) 
" *tis rather Gzfar, than Cinn that Pm. to be 

Angry with : Why aries ſelf live any ws 

after that my Death is Toon the Intere if 

Z 0. many People ? And if I go 4 what end, 
will oe be of Blood, Tag .0 f: uniſon 
if jt be: againſt, My Life that. the Nobiliy: 
Arms it Self, and levels their Worry 
Single Life, is not worth the, while, if ſo 
muſt be deſtroy d, thas I jk ie fore 
His Wife Ziviagave him here "7 
tion, and. defir'd him, that he would for. 
once hear a Womans Countel.: Do Gn 
ſhe) like.a. Phyſician, that . when COMMON . 
medies. fav; will try the Comrary ; Tow h. 
got nothing hither1o by Fa AG After 
vidiatius there follow'd Lepidus ; after bis. 
Murzna:; Czpio folow?d.bim, and Egnatin 
fallow?d Qzpia- Try now what Mercy will ag, 
Forgive Gina. He i Diſcaver'd, 7 jug 
you xa hurs ih your Per ſox ;jand. it m ; 
vintage yau 1i your Reputation., Jug 
glad ofthe Adyice,and hegave Thanks 
and.' therqupon, Gauntermanded the 
ting of his. Friends, and order'd Cims 
bronght toþim; Alone ; for whom he : 
a-Chair.to. be. ſer, and then GER 


F Ll 


we 


- 
 "& 4 
V+: z 


D 
_— 


R . 


ASH TSTFS 


”> 


EREELTS DT ITS 


4 { 
, 
Ul 


= 


Why £34; £ A % : - ne 4 4 2 & 

+ q X : E & & ©, wa 

— Of CLEMENCT. ad © 
Y I 6 | 3- - k 229 4 , 

" 43 


SAS Leia” a4, , ; 
of the Company. Cinna (/ays Auguſtus) before .-: 
[po any farther muſt ed) abege give me the. In- "2 
zerrupt 107 of one Sylable till 1 have told you all Thave tro |} 
ſayand you ſhall have Liberty afterward roſy what you 
pleaſe : Ton cannot forget that when I foung 
ainſt me,and not = - 
[ gave you gr fe aud Fortune. Upon your Petition 
the Prieft- granted it with a Repulſe to the Sons 
of thoſe that bad been my Fellow-Souldjers ; and you are 
at this day ſo Haan) 0 Rich, that even the Congue+ 
rors envy bim that is Overcome ; and yet after all This 
ou 4 Plas, Cinna, ro AMurther. me.At that word 
mrs ſtarted, and i ſed with Exclamations , 
ag certainly be was far from being either ſo Wicked, 
0 /o Man. This is breach of Conditions, Cinna, (ſays 
uſtus) *cis nor your time to ſpeak yet] tell you again, 
at you are in 4 Plot to Murther me ; and 0 he told 
the Time, the Place, the Confederates, the 
,» and Manner of the Deſign, and who it was 


that was to do the Deed. Cinna, por This, fixt his 


upon the Ground, without any Reply; not for . 
word-ſake, but as in a Confuſion of Conſcience; 
and ſo Anguus went on. What (ſays he) may your 
Deſegn be in all this? Is it that you would pretend 10 ſte 

o my Place ? The Common-wealth were in an II! Condi- 
wif only Auguſtus were in the way betwixe you and the 
Y (ou were caſt the Other day in a Canſe, by 
wwe of your own Free-men z and do you expett to find 6 

eake Adver ſs y of Ceſar ? Bur, What if I were Re-. 
mo'd? There's Emilins Paulus,Fabius Maximus, ad 
Twenty ocher Families of great Blood, and Intereſt, thas 
never bear it. To cut off the Story ſhort; (for 
W:$2a Diſcourſe of above: two Hours ; and A guſtus 


Wertherd the Puniſkment in Fords; fince he inten- 


A 


FE X dc 


Mrs 


you in Arms _. 
Made my Enemy, 64s Born /o, 


a 
F 


5 < gk 
ded That ſhould be FAM 


wb 
M 


' than a | Weary 


NECA 
WaLCing 
"that 7 {int to.you once, 4s an Enemy; T 
'#t to a Traytor,and to aParricide,! vt 7 oh 
"Laft Reproach Pll'give you. © For rhe Syn 

ſhall be no. other Coliariol betwixt You PI Me, than 
which ſhall out-do the Dth#? Ih. Poynt- of F 'Titndſhij "Aftet 
"his, Auzuſtus made" Cinra , Confil, Can" ci 


' which he confefs'd; he durſt notſo mich S5Deſire 
and Cinnd was ever ft narcly Faithfaf to him 
made C«ſar his Sole Helr, and thiswas the Laſt Co 
 ſpiracythatever was' form'd agaifift'him?) JEM 
THIS Moderadion in Pur, 
the i Exeellency of hi = "AS 
for'in his Youth, he was Pafſiona 
and Sudden;and he did ohfeg th 
which afterwardihe look'd backnpon'with Trout 
'After the Battel 'of A#ihm, ſo Ins 'Navics: brokth 
'jn Sicily, both Roman and: Stranger? ;, 'the = 
- * Altars;( where 300. Lives were Satrrific'd to the = 
S 


-j Auguſtus's AMo- 
_ drration to bis E-' 
" nemie To : 


of Fulius ) .his frequent Proſcriprions, and other 

rities ; his Tem ——_— at laſt ſeem'd ts be lirtle- 
ruelty.” If he bad not Foy given thoſe 

that he Congucr 'd, Whom thould hethave Govern'd! 


_ He choſe his, very ' Life- Guard from. among his Enes 
'mies, and" the Flower of the Romans their Live 
to his Clemency. \ Nay, ie only pun Lepidus kink 


felf with Baniſhnent,' and permitted him to wear the 
Enſigns of his Dignity. without*taking the*Ponrificat 


_ to himſelf, fo' lang as Zepidus' was Living; for he 


would not '\poſſefs it as 2 Spoil;but' ag an'#onor. This 
Clemency i was, thar Secer'd him'in his Grand 
and-Inpratiated him to the People; thovgh he'kai 

his hand upon the Government before they had the- 


El roughly ſubmitted tothe Yoke 3 and This Clement 


ame 40 ner 
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fy - bg LE MENTHE vt? 
Y amtiatturmade Name Famous to 'Poſterity-. 
1$33:tt that makes/ws reckon him Djving;. witt =: 
on: the Authority! of; ap: Aporbeoſes, He wasiſg Ten-; 
der;/and-Patient, thattbough many avituer:jeſt was 
ken apon'him (and Gonthonelies,uphaAuinces, are, 
e halt-:Jubllerable of:alldnjwrici) yes-he never Pit 
Cot any Mins 7 57 that: Subjeft:! /r 55 Then Gene- 
$us: ea.ibe)Mercitul, when _ ewe # on buy. Power 
to take:Revenge.: 11-2; 
i:A Sor of:Trrws Arins Sh Etnnatd and found 
LGuilty:bf, Parricide;mas Ranidh'd;Romgy 111 | 1 
and'Confin'd to ar ſeries, where: his:Fa+: ; bj fret oy 
ther; allow:d/4im the ſame Annuity that; - Avguſas, 
be-had before ; which made-2ll-peopler 
caclude him Guilty, when they fiw that his Father 
had yet Gendemn'd the Son, that he coy}d nar. 2/4re. > 
Ynguſties was pleas'd tO Sit upon the; Fact 11 the - 
Hovſe of Arias ;only as a Smmgle Aember:of. the Copn- : 
3, that was to- examine'it ; Afi it had bxen in Ceſar's 
Palace, the; Judgment mult, baye been-:Cſ«r's, and - 
Mit the! Father's. Upon a. full hearing of the Mitter . 
Gf dir, that cvery-Man ſhould-write hjs Qs - 
n; whether Gu /-y, or Nor, and withant, decla- 
of hig-Own, tor fear of a Partral Vote.. Before, 
rr the. Books, Ceſar paſs'd an: Oath , 
that-he-wqutd not be Ari 's bis Heir ; and, to ſhew, 
that. he ;had no Intereſt in his Sentence x:a$- AP , 
pardafierward, for he was not Condemn'd to the - 
Qrdinary: Puniſhment of Parricides, nor to a Priſon, 
but; by the Mediation of Ceſ/ar,only Baniih'd, Rome, 
and confin'd to the Place which his Father ſhovld 
Name : Auguſtus inſiſting upon ir, that the Father 
ſhould content himſelf with an Fafie Puniſhment, an 
Argyng, t that the young Man was not moy*d to the 
F f _ Attemp<; 4 Fe 


” and to conſider what he Ha: done, what he 244, 
” - and what he is About to do'; what with the Wicked 
+. neſs, and with the Torments of his Conſcience, many 
4imes he Fears Death, Oftner he wiſhes for*t, and 
lives more Odious to himſelf, than ta his Subjeds: 
whereas, an the Contrary, he that takes a Care of 
the Publick, though of one Part more rmags than - 
of Another, yet there is not any Part of it, but he 
looks upon as Part of Himſelf. Hig Mind is Ten» 
der, and Gentle, and even where Puniſhment is Ne- 
ceſlary, and Profitable, he comes to it Unwillingly, 
and without -any Rancor, or Enmity in his heart. 
Let the Authority, in fine, be what it will, Clemen- 
cy becomes it, and the Greater the Power, the gre 
ter is the Glory of it. Ir & @ traly Royal Vertue, for 
a Prince to deliver his People from Other Mens Angtt 
and not to Oppreſs them with his Own. ' 
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Certain General Direftions for the Govern: 

e ment of the Voice; as in ſpeaking Soft, 

% | & Loud; Quick, or Slow. The Speech 
is the Index of the Mind. 


OU fay well, that in Spea- 
king, the very Ordering of 
the Voice, (to fay nothing 
of the Aftions, Countenan- 
; \ «ces, and other Circumſtan- 
of |  _ ces that accompany it) is a 
ors Conſideration worthy of a Wiſe Man. 
342 YThere are, that preſcribe Certain Modes 

Riſing; and Falling 3 Nay, if you. will 
det; Wegoverned by Them, you ſhall not fpeak 
1008 Word, move a Step, or eat a Bit, but by 
336+ Rule : And theſe perhaps are too Critical. 

» not underſtand me yet, as if I made no 

\\ Wiexence betwixt entring upona Diſcourſe 
« nd, or Soft; for the AﬀeCtions do Na- 

9,Þrally Riſe by Degrees ; and, in all DiC- 
Hes £6 or Pleadings, whether Publick, or 
Wi: Gg Private, 


| EPISTLES. 
Private, a Man ſhould properly Begin with 
Modeſty, and Temper, and ſo Advance by 
liztle and little, if nee&be, into Clamor, 
and Vociferation. And as the Voice Riſes by 
Degrees, «lets fall ſo tooy not Snapping off 
upon a ſudden,but abating, as upon Modera- 
tion: The other is Unmannerly,and Rude, He 
that has a Precipitate ſpeech, is co 
violent in his Manners : Beſide that, there 
is in it much of Vanity, and Emptineſs; 
and no Man takes fatisfaCtion in a Flux of 
Words, without Choice ; where the Noiſe 
is more than the Value. Fabian was a Man 
Eminent, both for his Life, and Learning; 
ard no lefs for -his Eloquence. His Speech 
was rather Eaſe; and-Sliding, than Quick; 
Which he accompted to be, not only Ly 
able to many Errors, but to a Suſpiciogd 
Immodeſty. Nay, let a Man have Word 
never ſo much at Will, he wilt no mor 
ſpeak Faſt, than he will Run, for fear hi 
Tongue ſhould go before his Wit. The 
Speech of a Philoſopher ſhould be like hs 
Life, Compoſed, without Preſling, or Sturt 
bling ; which is fitter for a Mountebank 
than a Man of Sobriety, and Buſineſs: an 


| 173 B © PY EE 


then to drop one word after another, i148 the 
bad. on the other ſide, The- Interruptwy ter | 
is Tedious, and tires out the Auditor wil Gra 
Expectation. Truth, and Morality, (bony bur | 
be delivered in Words plain, and withowy Bey 
AﬀeCtation; for, like Remedies, unleſs th Mar 


ſtay with us; we are never the better 
them. He that would. work upon his Be 
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[| fers, muſt no more expeCt to do it upon the 
|  Poft, thana Phyſician to Cure his Patients, 
; | only im paſling by them. Not but that I 
5 | wonld havea Wile Man, iti ſome Caſes, to 
t | Raiſe himſelf and mend his Pace; but ſill 
- | witha regard to the Dignity of his Man- 
e | mers; though there may be a great force 
y | alſo in Moderation. 1 would have his Diſ- 
re | conrſe ſmooth, and Flowing, like a River; 
$; & not Impetuous, like a Torrent. Thereis 
of } #Rapid, Lawleſs, and Irrevocable Veloci- 
8 ty of Speech, which I would ſcarce allow, 
2n 

Ws; 


even to an Otator ; for if he be tranſpor- 

ted with Paſſion, or Oſtentation, a Man's 
ect Attention can hardly keep im Company. 
ck; & It is not the Quantity, but the Pertinence, 
Ly & thatdoes the buſineſs. Let the Words of an 
dl BY Ancient Man flow Soft, and Gentle z let 
ork | thoſe of an Orator come off Round, and 
Powerful; but not run on without Fear, or 
Wit, as if a whole Declamation were to be 
but one Period. Cicero wrote with Care, 
and that which will for ever ſtand the Teſt. 
All Pablick Languages are aecording to the 
Fumor of the Age: A Wantonneſs, and 
Efeminacy of Speech denotes Luxury ; for 
the Wit follows the Mind : If the Lat- 
ter beSonnd, Compos'd, Temperate, and 
Grave, the Wit is Dry, and Sober too : 
but if the One be corrupted, the Other is 
Mewiſe Unſound. Do we not ſee when a 
wy Man's Mind is heavy, how he Creeps, and 
oy Draws his Legs After him? A Finical 
oy Temper is-read in the very Geſture,. and 
Gg 2 Clothsz 
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Cloths; if a Man be Cholerick, and Vio- 


An Angry Man ſpeaks Short, and Quick; 
the Speech of an' Effeminate Man is Looſe, 
and Melting. A Queint, and Solicitous 
way of ſpeaking, is the fign of a Weak 
Mind ; but a Great Man ſpeaks with Eaſe, 
and Freedom ; and with more Aſſurance, 
though leſs Care. Speech is the Index of 
the Mind; When you ſee a Man Dreſs, and 
ſet his Cloths in Print, you ſhall be ſure to 
find his Words ſo too, and nothing in them 
that is Firm, and Weighty : It does not 
become a ar to be Delicate, As it is i 
Drink, the Tongue never Trips, till the 
Mind be Over-born ; So it is with Speech; 
ſo long as the Mind is Whole, and Sound, 
the Speech is Maſculine, and Strong ; but 
if one Fails, the other Follows. 
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Of Styles, Compoſitions , and the Choir 
of Words. That*'s the beſt way of Wr 
ting, and Speaking, which is Free and 
Natural. Advice concerning Reading, 


, cannot expeCt any Certain, and 
Univerſal Rule, either for the: Stk, 
or for the Manner of Speaking, or Wrimy, 
becauſe they vary according to Uſage, ard 


Occaſion. So that we muſt contept 
Ye 


lent, it is alſo diſcovered in his Motions; + 
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| ſelves 'with Generals, Men Write, and 


Speak commonly according to the humor 


of the Age they live in - and there is alſo 


2 Correſpondence betwixt the Language, 
and the Life of Particular Perſons; as one 
may give a near Gueſs at a Man, by his ve- 
ry Gate, Furniture, and Cloths. In the 
firſt place, let the Senſe be Honeſt, and 
Noble; not ,pinch'd up in Sentences ; bur 
Subſtantial. and of Higher deſign, with 
nothing in it Saperfluous. Let the Words 
be fitted to the Matter ; and where the Sub- 
| is Familiar, let the Style be ſotoo. But 
t thoughts, muſt have ſuitable Expreſ- 
3s; and there ought to be a kind of 
Tranſport in the One, to-anſ{wer it in the 
Other. It is not enough. to. compoſe a 
_ Fable; .and tickle the. Fancy ; 
pat, be that. Treats of Weighty Matters, 
muſt do it in, Grave, .,and Sober, Terms. 
There are ſome that have not. ſo much of 
the vigor of an Orator ; or. pf that Senten- 
tous Sharpneſs ; and yet-the/Worthineſs 
of the Senſe, makes amends for the Low- 
tels of the Style, . Our Fore-fathers were 
C at all delighted with fine Words, and 
flowers But. their Compoſitions were 
Kong, Equal, and Manly. We have now- 
days here and there a Point 3 but the 
Work is Uneven, where only This, or 
tat Particular is Remarkable. We never 
Wmire This, or That ſingle Tree, where 
the Whole Wood is all of a Height. A 
pecious Title-Page may commend a Book 
| G83 tg 
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to Sale, but not for Uſe. An Eminent Ay- 
thor is to be taken down Whole, and not 
here and there a Bit. *Tis a Maiming of 
the Body to take the Members of it apart : 
Nor is it a Handſome Leg, or Arm, that 
makes a Handſome Man ; but the Symme- 
try, and Agreement of all together. It is 
the Excellency of Speaking, and Writing, 
todo it Cloſe, and in Words accommadate 
tothe Intention; and I would yet have ſome- 
what more to be ſignified, than is Deliver'd; 
It being alſo a Mark of Strength, and Soli- 
dity of Judgment. The Proprrety of words, 
in ſome Cafes, is Wonderful ; eſpecial 
when we are well read in the Knowledge 
Things, and of Daties; and there is a Sin- 
gular Grace in the Gentleneſs of Numbers, 
when they run Smooth, and without Pers 
turbation. Some are raiyd, and Startl'd 
at Words, asa Horſe isat a Drum; and 
endue the yery Paſſion of the Speaker: 
rn w_ moved with a Beauty of 
things; and when they hear any thir 
bravely urg'd againſt Death, or Forrus 
they do ſecretly wiſh for ſome Occaſion of 
Experimenting that Generoſity in' then# 
felves. But not one of a Thouſand'vf 
them, that carries the Reſolation home 
with him that he had conceived, It is at 
eaſie matter to excite an Auditory to the 
Love of Goodneſs, having already the 
Foundation and the Seeds of Virtne withif' 
themſelves : So that it is but awakening tht 
Confideration of it, where all Men __ 
gr 
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greed before-hand upon the Main. Who 


s 1d Sordid, as not to be rous'd at ſuch a 
Speech as this? The Poor Man wants 


things, but the Coverons Man wants All. Can 


any Fleſh forbear being delighted with This 
faying, though a Satyre againſt his own 
Vice? As to forc'd Atraphors, and wild 
Hyperboles, 1 would leave them to the 
Poers. And I am utterly againſt Fooling 
with Tinkling (ey and Sonnds :; 
Not that I would wholly forbid the uſe of 
kiyperboles ; which, although 'they exceed 
the Truth, may yet be a means, by things 
lneredible, to bring us unto things Credi- 
ble; And there may be great uſe made alſo 
of Parables : For the way of Application 
doesuſually more affeCt the Mind, than the 
downright Meaning. - That Speech which 
ins upon the Paſſions, is much more Pro- 
le than that which only works upon 
the Judgment. . Chryſippme was a Great 
Man, and of an Acute Wit z but the Edge 
ofit was ſo fine, that every thing turn'd it : 
and he might be ſaid, in truth, rather tg 
Prick the Subject that he handled, than to 
Pierce it Through. 

As it is not for the Honor of a Phzlofopher, 
t6beSollicitous about Words : I would not 
have him negligent neither : But, let him 
ſpeak with Afſurance, and without Aﬀecta- 
fin. If we can, let our Diſcourſes be 
Powerful ; but however, let them be Clear. 
I like a Compoſition that is Nervous, and 
birong ;z but yet I would have it Sweet, and 


G F; Gract- 


247 


EPISITLE Ss. 


Gracious withal. There are many things, 
I know, that pleaſe well enough inthe D& 
livery, and yet will hardly abide the Teff 
of an Examination. But, that Eloquence 
is Miſchievous, that diverts a Man from 
Things to Words; and little better than 
2 Proſtitution of Letters. For, What ſig- 
nifies the Pompof Words, or the Jumblin 
of Sy ables, to the making up of a Wile 
Man? Tallys Compoſition indeed is equal 
his Numbers are ' Harmoniovs, Free, and 
Gentle : and yet he takes a Care, not t9 
make any forfeiture of his Gravity. Fabia 
is a:great Man, in being Second to Cicers: 
Polio is a great Man too, though a ſt 
below him ; and ſo is Livy likewiſe, thoug 
he comes after 'the other Three. Burt ſeve- 
ral Subjefts require ſeveral Excellencie, 
| An Orator ſhould be Sharp ? The T_ 
Great ; and the Comedian Pleaſant. 

2a Man Declaims againſt Vice, let him be 
Bitter ; againſt Dangers, Bold ; again} 
Fortune, Proud; againſt Ambition'; R& 
proachful : Let him Chide Luxury; Defame 
Luſt: An Impotency of Mind muſt be Bro- 
ken, In theſe Caſes, Words are the leaſt 
part of an Honeſt Man's Buſineſs. * 

- - In the Matter of Compoſition, I would 
Write as I'Speak; with Eaſe,and Freedom; 
for it is more Friendly, as well as more N#- 
tural: ' And ſo much my Inclination, that 
if I could make my Mind viſible to you; | 
would neither Speak, nor Write it. © If | 
put my Thoughts in good Senſe; the a 
= 'S 
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of Ornament I ſhall leave to the Orators. 
'There are ſome things that a Man may 
Write even as he Travels ; Others, that 
require Privacy, and Leiſure. But howe- 
yer, it is good in Writing, as in other 
Caſes, to leave the beft Bir for :the laft. 
A Philoſopher has no more to do, than 
to ſpeak properly, and in words that ex- 
preſs his Meaning. And this may be done 
without Toſling of the Hands, Stamping, 
or any Violent Agitation of the Body; 
without either the Vanity of the Theatre, 
on the one hand, or an Inſipid Heavineſs, 
onthe other. I would have his Speech as 
plain; and ſingle, as his Life; for” he .is 
then as good as his Word, when both 
Hearing him, and Seeing him, we find 
him to be the ſame Perſon. And yet if 
a Man can be Eloquent, "withqut more 
pains than the thing's- worth, let him uſe 
his Faculty : Provided, that he value him- 
ſelf upon the Matter, More than upon 
the Words ; and apply himſelf rather to 
the Underſtanding , . than to the Fancy ; 
for this is a buſineſs of Vertue, not a Try- 
al of Wit. Who is there that would not 
rather have a Healing, than a. Rhetorical 
uld BY Phyſician? But, for eſteeming any Man 
m; | purely upon the ſcore of his Rhetorick, I 
Na- | would as ſoon chuſe a Pilot for a go 
-hat | head of Hair. | | 
1] * In the matter of Reading ; I would fix 
if 1} upon ſome Particular Authors, and make 
ttet | them my own. He that is every where, is 

: v0 no 
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no where ; but like a Man that ſpends his 


Life in Travel, he has many Hoſts, but” |} 


few Friends. Which is the very Condi- 
tion of him ; that skips from one Book to 
Another ; The Variety does but diſtract 
his Head; and, for want of Digeſting, it 
turns to Corruption, inſtead of Nouriſh- 
ment. *Tis a good Argument of a Well 
Compoſed Mind, : when a Man loves Home, 
and to keep Company with Himſelf. Where. 
as 'a Rambling Head is a Certain Sign of a 
Sickly . Humor. Many Books, and many 
I bring a Man to a Levity of 
Diſpoſition, and a Liking of Change. What 
s the Body the berter for Meat, that will 
not ſtay with it? Nor is there any thing 
more Hurtfull in the Caſe of Diſeaſes, or 
Wounds, than the frequent ſhifting of Phy. 
ſick, or Plaiſters. Of Azthors, be ſure to 
make Choice of the Beſt ; and ( as I ſaid 
before) to ſtick Cloſe to them; and, 
though you may take up others by the By, 
reſerve ſome Seleft Ones however for your 
Study , and Retreat. In your Reading, 
you willevery day meet with Conſolation, 
and Support, againſt Poverty, Death, and 
Other Calamities;, Incident to Humane 
Life : Extract what you like; and then 
fingle out ſome. Particular from the reſt, 
for That days Meditation. Reading docs 
not only Feed, and Entertain the Under- 
ſtanding; but when a Man is doz'd with 
One'Study, he relieves himſelf with Ano- 
ther : But, ſtill Reading, and Writing are 
£0 
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tobe taken up by Turns. So long as the 


Meat lies whole upon the Stomach, it is a 


Burthen to us; but upon the Concoction it 
es-into Strength, and Blood. And fo 
it fares with our Studies; ſo long as they * 
lye whole, they paſs into the Memory 
without affecting the Underſtanding : But, 
vpon- Meditation, they become our -Own, 
and Supply-us with Strength, and Vertue - 
The Bee that Wanders, and Sips from eve- 
ry Flower, diſpoſes what ſhe has Gather'd 
into her Cells, | 
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Againſt [pair all ſorts of Afﬀeftation in Diſcourſe, 
' Phantaftical Studies; Impertment, and Vn- 
profitable Subtilties, Ian's Buſineſs 1s Vir- 
ze, not Words. 


_—_— are many Men, (and ſome of 
& great . Senſe too) that loſe both the 
Profit, and the Reputation of good 
Thoughts, by the Uncouth manner of Ex- 
prefli ling them: they love to talk in Ayfte- 
ry, and take it for a mark of Wi/dom, not 
£6 'be Vnderfood, They are ſo fond of 
making themſelves Publick, that they will 
rather be Ridiculous, than not taken No- 
tice of When the Mind grows Squeamiſh, 
and comes to a Loathing of things that are 
Common as if they were Sordid, —- 
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Sickneſs betrays it ſelf in -our - way 'of. | 
Speaking too: for we muſt have New 
Words, New Compoſitions, and it paſſes for | 


an : Ornament, to borrow from other 


' Tongues, where- we may be. better fur. 
 niſhed in our own. One Man Prizes him- 


ſelf upon being 'Conciſe, and talking in 
Parables : Another runs himſelf out in 


Words; and that which he takes only for 


Cepiays, renders him to Others both Ri 


diculous, and Tedions. Others there are, 


that like the Error well enough, but can- 
not come Up to't. But, take this for a 
Rule; Whexeſoever the Speech is Corrupted, 
ſos the Mind, Some are only for Words 
Antiquated, and long. ſince ont of Date ; 
Others only for that which is Popular, and 
Coxrſe ;, and they are both in the. Wrong: 
for the Qne takes too little. Care, and the 
Other too' much. Some. are for. a Roxy), 
broken Style , as if it were a thing Vamanly 
to pleaſe the Ear; others are too Nico 
upon the Matter of Number, and make'it 
rather Singing, than Speaking. . Some af- 
fe&t not to be underſtood till the end of 
the Period, and hardly then neither. 'Tis 


' Not good; a Style that is either tqo Bold, 


or: too Florid;, the One wants: Modeſty, 
and the Other, Effet. Some are toq 
Starch'd, and Formal; others take a Pride 
in being Rugged; and if they chance to 
let fall any thing that is Smooth, they'll 
tranſpoſe, and mangle jt on purpoſe, on- 
ly ta maim the Period, and Diſappoint 
: | Ocues 
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| Bodies. Expeftation. Theſe Errors 'are 


Commonly introdue'd by. ſome Perſon 


' that is famous for his Eloquencez Others 


follow him, and ſo it paſſes into a Faſhion. 
And we are as much out in the Choice of 

the Matter, as in that of our Words. 
There are ſome Studies which are only 
Matter of Curioſity, and Trial of Skill ; 
Others of Pleaſure, and of Uſe: but Rill 
there are- many things worth the Knowing 
perhaps,- that were not worth the Learn- 
ing. It is a huge deal of time that is 
ſpent in Cavilling about Words, and Cap- 
tous Diſputations, that work us up to- 
an Edge, and then Nothing comes or't. 
There are ſome Tricks of Wit, like ſlight 
of hand, which amount to no more than 
the Tying of Knots only to Looſen them 
againz and it is the very Fallacy that 
Pleaſes us; for, ſo ſoon as ever we know 
'how they are done, the SatisfaCtion is at 
an End. He that does not underſtand theſe 
Sophiſms, is never the worſe, and he that 
does, is never the better. If a Man tells 
me that I have Horns, 1 can tell him again, 
That I have None, without Feeling on my 
Forehead. Bion's Dilemma makes All men 
10 be Sacrilegious, and yet, at the ſame time, 
maintains, That there is no ſach thing as 
Sacrilege, He that takes to- himſelf, (ſays he) 
what belongs to God, Commits Sacrilege ;, bat 
all things belong to God, Therefore he that ap- 
plies any thing to his own Uſe, is Sacrilegions, 
On the other ſide, the yery Rifiing of a 
: Temple 
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Temple he makes to be No Sacrilege : for. ; 


"tis (fays he) but the raking of 


owe of One place, that belongs t0 God, and 


removing of it 10 Another that belongs to hin 
zvo.. The Fallacy lies'in This, that though 
all things Belong to him, all things are not 
yet Dedicated to him; There is no greater 
Enemy of Truth, than overmuch' Subtilty 
of Speculation. Protagoras will have every 
thing Diſputable, and as much to be ſaid 
for the One ſide, as for the Other. Nay, 
he makes it another Queſtion, Whether eve. 
7 thing be Diſputable, or no. There ary 
thers that make it a Science ,. to-prove 
That Men knows Nothing : But, the For- 
mer is the more Tolerable Error ; for the 
Other takes away the very Hope of Know- 
ledge ; and it is better to know that whidt 
is Superfluous, than nothing at all. And 
yet it isa kind of Intemperance to deſire 
to Know more than Enough; for it makes 
Men Troubleſome, Talkative , Imperti 
pent, Conceited, &c. There is a Cer- 
tain Hankering after Learning, which, if 
it be not put into a right way, hinders 
and falls foul upon it elf. Wherefore 
the Burthen muſt be fitted to the Shoul 
ders, and no more than we are Able to 
Bear. It is, inagreat Meaſare,. the Fault 
of our Tutors, that teach their Diſcipls 
rather how to Diſpute, than how to Live: 
And the Learner himſelf is alſo to blame, 
for applying himſelf to the Improvement, 
rather of his Wit, than of his Mind A. 
whic 
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; which means, Philoſophy is now turn'd to 
- Philology. Put a Grammarian to Virgil; 


he never heeds the Philoſophy, but the 
Verſe: Every Man takes Notes for his 
ownStudy. In the ſame Meadow the Cow 
finds Grafs, the Dog ſtarts a Hare, and 
the Srork. ſnaps a Lizzard. Tlly's de Re- 
publica finds work both for the Philoſopher, 
the Ph:lologer, and the Grammarian. The 
Philofopher wonders how it was Poſlible to 
_ fo much againſt Juſtice. The Phi- 
bger makes this Obſervation, that Rome 
had rwo Kings, the One without a Father, 
and the Other without a Afrher ;, for 'tis 
2 Queſtion, who was Servins his Mother, 
and of Ancus his Father, there is not ſo 
much as any Mention. The Grammariar 
fakes notice, that Reapſe is uſed for Re- 
pſa; and Sepſe for Seipſe: And ſo every 
'makes his Notes for his own Purpoſe. 
Theſe Fooleries apart, let us learn to do 
good to Mankind, and put our Knowledge 
into Action. Our Danger is the being 
Miſtaken in Things, not in Wotgls: and 
m the Confounding of Good, and Evil. 
$0 that our whole Life is but one conti- 
med Error, and we live in Dependency 
on to morrow. There area World of 
ngs to be Study'd, and Learned, and 
therefore we ſhould Diſcharge the Mind 
of things Unneceſſary, to make way for 
Greater Matters. The Buſineſs of the 
Schools is rather a Play, than a Study ; 
and only to be done when we can do no- 
thing 


Leatn ;: and they take Notes too, not to 


reform their Manners, but. to pick up 
words, which they Vent, with as little 


Benefit to Others , as they heard them, 
to themſelves. It coſts us a great deal 
of time, and other Mens Ears a great deal 
of trouble, to purchaſe the Charatter of 
a Learned Man : Wherefore I ſhall &en 
content my ſelf with the Courſer Title 
of an Honeſt Man. The worſt of it is, 
that there is a Vain, and Idle Pleaſure in't, 
which tempts us to ſquander away many 
a precious hour to very little Purpoſe, 
We ſpend our ſelves upon Subtilties, 
which may perchance make us to be 
thought Learned, but not Good. Wif- 
dom delights in Openneſs and Simplici- 
ty; in the Forming of our Lives, rather 
han in the Niceties of the Schools, 
which, at beſt, do but bring us Pleaſure 
without Profit. And, in ſhort, the things 
which the Philoſophers impoſe upon us wi 
ſo much Pride, and Vanity, are little more 
than the ſame Leſſons over again, which 
they learn'd at School. But ſome Authors 
have their Names up, though their Dif- 
courſes be mean enough ; they Diſpute, 
and Wrangle, but they do not Edifie, any 
farther, than as they keep us from III do- 


ing, or perhaps ſtop us in our ſpeed to an 


wickedneſs. And there ought to be a 


Difference betwixt the Applauſes of the F 


Schools, 
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-F Schools, and of the Theatre; the.One 
-F heing/ mov'd with every Popular Conceit, 
"which does .not at all Conſiſt with the 
Dignity of . the Other. Whereas there 
are ſome Writings that Stir up ſome ge- 
nerous Reſolutions, and do, as it were, 
ce a Man with a new Soul. They 
iſplay the Bleſſings of a Happy Life, 
M Poſſeſs me at the ſame time with Ad- 
miration, and with Hope. They give me 
2 Veneration for the Oracles of Antiqui- 


, || mon Inheritance; for they are the Trea- 
; | ſure of Mankind, and it muſt be my Duty 
> | to improve the Stock, and tranſmit it to 
Paſterity. And yet I do not love to hear 
je | 2 Man cite Zero, Cleanthes, Epicurns , 
Cf. © without ſome thing of his Own too. 
i. © What do I care for the bare Hearing of 
er | That which I may Read? Not but that 
s, || word of Mouth makes a great impreſſion, 
re {| eſpecially when they are the Speakers own 
og | Words: But he that only recites Another 
6 Man's Words, is no more to me than a 
re Notary. Beſide that there's an end of 
lavention, if we reſt upon what's Inven- 
ted already z and he that only Follows 
Another, is ſo far from finding out any 
ting New, that he does not fo much as 
dok for't.. I do not Pretend all this 
while to. be the Maſter of Truth, but I 
| to yet a moſt. Obſtinate Inquiſitor after 
e a Þ -lamno Man's Slave; but as I aſcribe 
the Þauch to Great Men, | challenge fome- 
A | Hh thing 
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thing te my ſelf. Our Fore-Fathers have | 
left ns, not only their Invention , but- 
Matter alſo for farther Enqriry 3 and 
perhaps they might have fonr.d out more 
things that are neceſſary, if they had not 
bent their thoughts tos mach upon Super- 
fluities. | bs | 
Is not This a fine time for us to be fid- 
ling, and fooling about Worlts ? How tt 
ny Uſeful, and Neceſſary things are there, 
that we are Firſt to Learn, and Secondly, 
to lmprint in our Minds ? For *tis not & 
rough to Remember, and to Underſtand, 
nuleſs we Do what we Know, 
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Buſineſs, and. want of News, are no Ex 
caſe among; Friends, for not Writing 
Wiſe Men are the better for one ali 
ther, How far Wiſdom may be advanii 
by Precept. | | 


JF OUR Laſt Letter was very ſhort ; | 
2 the whole Fetter it ſelf was 
tle more than an Excuſe for the ſhortnev'y 
of it. One while you are fo full of By | 
weſs ,' that. you 'cannot write at all; 
Another while, you have ſo little 
that. you do not know what to Wril 
Now, allure your felf, that whoſoever It 
a Mind ro Write, may find Leiſure for! 


» of 
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& And for your other' Pretence, it looks as 
"if we our ſelves were the leaſt part of our 
own buſineſs. Put the Caſe that the whole 
World were Becalm'd ; and that there 
were neither Wars, -Amours, Factions, 
Defgns, Diſappointments, Competitors, 
or Law-Suits 5 No Prodigals, Uſurers, or 
Fornicators--in Nature , there would be a 
krge Field yet left for the Offices of 
Friendſhip ; and for the exerciſe of Phi- 
blophy and Vertne. Let us rather con- 
ſider, what we our Selves Ought to do, 
than hearken after the doings of other 
People. What ſignifies the Story of our 
Neighbours Errors, to the' Reforming of 
our Own? Is ic not a more Glorious, and 
Profitable Imployment, to write the Hi- 
ſtory of Providence, than to Record the 
| Uſarpations of Ambitious Princes ;, and ra- 
E+ ther to Celebrate the Bounties of the Al- 
ung #ighty , than the Robberies of Alexander 7 
any Nor is Buſineſs any Excuſe, for the Neg- 
ans , either of our Studies, or of our 
Friends. Firſt, we continue our own Bu- 
meſs; and Then, we increaſe it: And 
ſtead of Lending, we do wholly Give 
ar ſelves up to't; and hunt for Colou- 
renes = Pretences of Miſſpending our Time. 
| 2YY Mat, 1 ſay, that wherever we are, of with 
Fhomfoever , or however Imployed, we 
my hive our Thoughts at Liberty. 

7 You have here drawn a long Letter 
ver 8 for me 3 and if you find- it Tedious; 
; for! Jov thay thank your ſelf, for callivg upon 
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me to be as good as my Word. Not. b 
but that I write by Inclination too. For 


i we love the Pictures of our Friends, by 
what hand foever they be drawn, How 
much more then ſhall we joy in a Friends 


Letters, which are, undoubtedly the moſt 


Lively Pictures of one another? It is a 
ſhame, you'll ſay, to ſtand in need of any 
Remembrancers of an Abſent Friend; and 
yet ſometimes the Place, a Servant, a Re- 
lation, a Houſe, a Garment, may honeſtly 
excite the Memory ; and it renders ev 
thing as Fre(b to us, as if we were ſti 
joyn'd in our Embraces, and drinking v 
one anothers Tears. It is by the Be 
of Letters, that Abſent Friends are in 2 
manner brought together; beſide that E. 
piſtolary Diſc ewr ſes are much more Profits 
ble than Publick, and Premeditated Decls 
mations: for they Inſinuate themſelves in- 
to the AﬀeCtions with more Freedom, and 
Effet, though with leſs Pomp, and Pre 
tence. You do expect, perhaps, that] 
ſhould tell you, how gentle, and. ſhort 4 
Winter we have had; how Cold, and us 
ſcafonable a Spring ; or ſome other Fos- 
leries, to as little purpoſe. But, What 
are you and I the Better for ſuch Dib 
courſes? We ſhould rather be laying the 
Foundations of a Good Mind; and learts 
ing to diſtinguiſh betwixt the Bleſlings of 
Virtue, and the Amuſements of Imagins 
tion. There came in ſome Friends tome 
yelterday, that made the Chimney _ 
| A 
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or & #little more than Ordinary 3 but not at 
'F a rate to make. the Neighbourhood cry 
out Fire, We had variety of Diſcourſe; 
and paſling from one thing to anather, 
we came at laſt to read ſomething of 
Quintus Sextins: (a Great Man, upon my 
Credit, deny it that will) Good God! 
The Force and Vigour of that Man's Wri- 
tings! And how much are they above the 
Common Level of other Philoſophers! I 
cannot read them, methinks, without 
Challenging of Fortune, and Defying all 
the Powers of Ambition, and Violence. 
The more-I Conſider him, the more I Ad- 
mire himz for I find in him, (as in the 
World it ſelf) every Day to be a new 
SreBtacle, and to afford Freſh Matter till 
for more Veneration, And yet the Wiſ- 
dom of our Fore-fathers has left work 
enough for their Poſterity ; evea if there 
yere no more in it than the Application 
of what they have tranſmitted to us of 
their own Invention. As, ſuppoſe that 
they had left us Remedies for ſuch and 
ſuch Diſeaſes ; ſo Certain, that we ſhould 
not need to look for any other Medicines 3 
there would be ſome Skill yet required in 
the Applying of them in the proper Caſe, 
portion, and Seaſon. I have an honor 
for the Memorials of our worthy Proge- 
fitors. If I meet a Conſul, or a Pretor 
'J upon the Road, 1'l] alight from my Horſe, 
weover my Head, and give him the way 
and, Shall I haye no Veneration now for 
h 3 Che 
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the Names of the Governours of Man: 


kind? No Man is ſo wiſe, as to know 


all things; or if he did, one Wiſe Man 
may yet be helpful to another, in find- 
ing out a nearer way to the finiſhing of 
his Work: For, let a Man make never 
ſo much haſte, it is ſome ſort of Aſſiſtancs, 
the bare Encouraging of him to continue 
his Courſe; beſide the Comforts, and Be- 
nefits of Communication, in Loving, and 
being Belov'd, and jn the mutual Appro- 
bation of each Other. | 

The laſt Point, you know, that you and 
I had in Debate, was, Whether or no Wiſ- 
dom may be perfetted by Precept. There are 
hes that account only that pore of Phi 
loſophy to be Profitable ro Mankind, which 
delivers it ſelf in Particular Precepts to Par- 
ticular Perſons, without Forming the whole 
Man. Teaching the Husband (for the Pur- 
poſe) how to behave himſelf ro his Wife; 
the Father how to Train up, and Diſcipline 
his Children; and the Maſter, how to Go- 
vern his Servants. . As if any Man could 
be: ſufficiently Inſtruſted in the Parts of 
Life, without Comprehending the whole 
Sum, and Scope of it. Others, (as Arif 
the Sroick,) are rather for the General De 
crees of Philoſophers; which whoſoever 
knows in the main, that Perſon urderſtands 
inevery Particular how to Tutor himſelf. 
As he that learns to caſt a Dart, when It 
has by PraCtice, and Exerciſe, gotten a tne 
Aim, he will not only ſtrike This, —y 
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> Matk, but whatever he has a Mind to: So 
"he that is well informed inthe Whole, will 


need no Direftion in the Parres, but under 
the Principles of a Good Life, Learn how 
to behave himſelf in all the Circumſtances 


. ofit. Cleantbes allows the Parenerick, or 


Preceptive Philoſophy , to be in ſome ſorr 
Profitable; but yet very Short, and De- 
fetive; unleſs as it flows from the Univer- 
fl Underſtandiug of the Heads, and De- 
erces of Phyloſophy. Now the queſtion is, 
Whether This alone can make a Good 
Man ; and whether it be Superfluous it ſelf; 
or ſo Sufficient, as to make all other Know- 
ledge appear ſo. They that will have it 
Saperfluous, argue thus. If the Eyes be 
cover'd, there's no Seeing, without remo- 
ring the Impediment ; and, in that Con- 
dition, it is to no purpoſe to bid a Man 
$0 to fuch, or ſuch a Place, or to reach 
This or That with his hand. And fo it 
fares with the Mind; So long as Thar 
continues Clouded with Ignorance, and Er- 
for, 'tis idle to give particular Precepts ; 
8 if you ſhould teach a Poor Man toact the 
Part of a Rich; or one that is Hungry, how 
to behave himſelf with a Full Stomach: 
While the One is Neceſlitous, and the O- 
fher half Starv'd, they are neither of them 
the Better for't. And then, ſhall we give 
Precepts in Adanifeſt Caſes, or in Doubtful? 
The Former need none ; And in the Lazrer, 
we ſhall not be believ'd. Nor is it enough 
dimply to adviſe, unleſs we alſo give Rea- 
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ſons for't. There are two Errors which 
we are liable to in this Caſe; either the 
Wickedneſs of Perverſe Opinions, which 
have taken Poſleſſion of us; or at leaſt a 
Diſpofition to Entertain Error, under any 
Reſemblance of Trath. $o that our work 
muſt be, either to Cure a Sick Mind, that 
is already Tainted; or to prepoſleſs an 
Evil Inchnation, before it comes to an Il] 
Habit. Now the Decrees of Philoſo 
enable us in both theſe Caſes; Nor is it 
poſlible, by Particulars, to Obviate all Par- 
ricular Occahons. One Man Marries a Wi- 
dow, another a Maid : She may be Rich, 
or Poor 5 Barren, or Fruitful ; Young, 
or Ancient; Superior, Inferior, or Equal, 
One Man fokows Publick Buſineſs ; another 
flies it; 1o that the ſame Advice that-is 
Profitable to the One, may be Miſchievous 
to rhe Other, Every ones is a Particular 
Caſe, and muſt. be ſuited with a Particu- 
lar Counſel. The Laws of Philoſophy are 
Brief, and extend to all; but the Varie- 
ty of the Other is Incomprehenſible, and 
can never make that good to all, which it 
promiſes to a few. The Precepts of Wil- 
dam lie Open, but the Decrees of it are 
Hidden inthe Dark. | 
Now, in Anſwer. It does not hold 
with the Mind, as with the Eye: If there 
be a Suffufion, it is to be help'd by Re- 
medy, and not by Precept. The Eye is 
not to be tanghr to Diſtingniſh of , Co- 
lours; byt the Mind mnſt be —_ 
whas 
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whattodo.in Life, And yet the Phyſician 
will preſcribe Order alſo to the Patient, 


as well as Phyſick ; and tell him, Tow muſt 


brin Eye to endure the Light by De- 
[Lt 1 Care of Harty 4 full 


grees 
Stomach, &c. We are told, That Pre- 


cepts do neither Extinguiſh, nor Abate 
faiſe Opinions in us of Good, or Evil: 
and it ſhall be granted, that of Them- 
ſelves they are nor able to Subdne Vicious 
Inclinations : But this does not hinder 
them from being very uſeful to us in Con- 
junftion with other Helps. Firſt, as they 
refreſh the Memory; and Secondly, as 
they bring us to a more Diſtin(t view of 
the Parts, which we ſaw but Confuſedly 
in the Whole. At the ſame rate, Confola- 
tories, and Exhortation will be found ſu- 
perfluous, as well as Precepts. Which 
yet upon Daily Experience we know to 
otherwiſe. Nay, we are the better, 
not =y for the Precepts, but for the 
Converie of Philoſophers ; for we ſtill car- 
y, away ſomewhat of the Tincture of 
irtue, whether we will or no: But the 
Deepeſt Impreſſion they make, is upon 
Children. It is Urged, that Precepts are 
Inſufficient without Proof ; but I ſay, that 
the very Authority of the Adviſer, goes 
a great way in the Credit nf the Advice: . 
As we depend upon the Opinion of the 
Lawyer, without demanding his Reaſon 
for't. And again; whercas the Variety 
of Precepts is ſaid to be Infinite, I can- 
not 
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not allow it: For the greateſt and moſt 


Neceſlary Aﬀairs are not Many ; and for- 


the Application. to Time , Places, and 
Perſons, the Differences are ſo ſmall, that 
a few General Rules will ſerve the Torn. 
Nay, let a Man be never ſo Right in his 
Opinion, he may yet be more Confirm'd 
in it by Admonition. There are many 
things may affiſt a Cure, though they 
do not perfeCt it ; Even Mad men them- 
ſelves may be kept in Awe by Menaces, 
and CorreCtion. But, it isa hard matter, 
I muſt confeſs, to give Counſel at a Di- 
ſtance. For Advice depends much upon 
the Opportunity z and That perhaps 
which was Proper, when it was Deſir'd, 
may come to be Pernicious, before it be 
Receiv'd. Some indeed may be Preſcrib'd, 
as ſome Remedies, at any diſtance, and 
tranſmitted to Poſterity ; but for Others, 
a Man muſt be upon the Place, and delibe- 
rate upon Circumſtances ; and be not only 
Preſent, but watchful, to Strike in with 
the very Nick of the Occaſion. 
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Seneca gives an Account of Himſelf : Of 
his Studies, and of his Inclinations :; 
With many Excellent Refleftions the 
x » and the Errors of — anc 
Life. 


a—_ Letters were Old, before they 
came to my hand ; ſo that I made no 
Enquiry of the Meſſenger what you werea 
doing 3 beſide that where-ever you are, I 
take it for granted, that I know your Buſi- 
| neſs; and that you are ſtill upon the great 
Work of Perfecting your Self: A thing, 
not to be done by Chance, but by Induſtry, 
and Labor. Weare all of us Wicked, be- 
fore we come to be Good. We are prepoſ- 
ſeſſed, fo that we muſt unlearn Iniquity, 
and ſtudy Vertue. The great Difficulty is 

to Begin the Enterprize : For a weak Mind 
is afraid of New Experiments. I havenow 
given over troubling my ſelf for fear of 
you; becauſe I have that ſecurity for your 
well-doing, that never fajl'd any Man. The 
Love of Truth, and of Goodneſs, is become 
Habitual to you. It may fo fall qut, that 
Fortune perhaps may da youan Injury ; but 
p. there's no fear of your doing your ſelf one. 
Go on as you have begun,and compoſe your 
Reſolutions ; not to an Effeminte _— 
re he ur 
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but to 2 Frame of Virtuous Quiet. It is a 
Double Kindneſs that you call me to ſo ſtritt 
an Account of my Time; that nothing leſs 
than a Diary of my Life, will fatisfie you : 
for 1 take it 2s a mark, both of your Good 
Opinion, and of your Friendſhipz The For- 
mer, in believing that I do nothing which 
I care to Conceal ; and the Other, in aſſy- 
ring your ſelf, that I will make you the 
Confident of all my Secrets. 1 will here- 
after ſet a Watch upon my Self, and doas 
you would have me ; and acquaint you, not 
only with the Courſe,and Method, but with 
the very Buſineſs of my life. 

This Day I have had entire to my ſelf, 
without any knocking at my Door, or lif- 
ting up of the Hanging; Bur I have divided 
it betwixt my Book and my Bed; and been 
left at liberty to do my own Buſineſs : For 
all the Impertinents were either at the 
Theatre, at Bowls, or at the Horſe-match. 
My Body does not require much Exerciſe, 
and I am beholden to my Age for it: A 
Little makes me Weary ; and That's the 
end alſo of that which is moſt Robuſt. My 
Dinner is a Piece of Dry Bread, without 
a Table, and without fouling my Fin- 
gers. My Sleeps are ſhort, and in truth a 
little Doubtful, betwixt ſlumbring and wa- 
king. One while I am reflefting upon the 
Errors of Antiquity ; and then, lapply my 
Self to the Correfting of my Own. In my 
Reading, with Reverence to the Ancients, 


Some things I Take, Others 1 Alter; and 
ſome 
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: ” ſome again 1 Rejett; Others I Invent; 
- | withoutenthralling my ſelf ſo to another's 


J t,- as not to Preſerve the Freedom 
of my Own. Sometimes of a ſudden, in 
the Middle of my Meditations, my Ears are 


- track with the Shout of a Thouſand People. 


together, from ſome Spectacle or other ; 
The Noiſe does not at all diſcompoſe my 
Thoughts ; it is no more to me than the 


Daſhing of Waves, or the Wind in a 


Wood ; but Poſſibly ſometimes it may di- 
yert them. Good Lord, think I, if Aer 
would but exerciſe their Brains, as they do - 
their Bodies; and takes as much Pains for Vir- 
tae, 4s they do for Pleaſure! For Difficulties 


| Strengthen the Mind,as well as Labour does 


the Body. | 
You tell me, [That you want my Books 
more than my Counſels; which I take-juſt 


- 48 kindly, as if you ſhould have ask'd me for 


my Picture. For | have the very ſame Opi- 
nion of my Wit, that I have of my Beauty. 
You ſhall have both the One, and the Other, 
with my very Self in to the Bargain: 

In the Examination of my own Heart, 1 
find ſome Vices that lie Open; Others more 
Obſcure, and out of Sight ;. and ſome that 
take me only by Fits. Which laſt I look 
upon as the moſt Dangerous, and Trouble- 


ſome; For they lie upon the Catch, and 


keep a Man upon a Perpetual Guard: Be- 
ing neither Provided agaiaſt them, as in a 
State of War ; nor Secure, as.in any Aſſu- 
rance of Peace. To ſay the Truth, we hc 
« 
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all of ns as Cruel, as Ambitious, and as 
Luxurious as our Fellows. But we want 


the Fortune, or the Occaſion, perchance,,. -. 
to-ſhew ir.” When the Snake is Frozen, *tis ' 


ſafe ;- but the Poyſon is ſill in it, though 
it be Numb'd.: ' We hate Upſtarts, that uſe 
their Power with Inſolence 5 when yet if 
we had the fame Means, 'tis Odds that we 
ſhould do the ſame thing our ſelves. Only 
our Corruptions are Private, for want of 
Oppormnany to'Employ them. Some things 
we look upon as Superfluous ; and Others, 
as not worth the while. But, we never 
conſider, that we pay deareſt for. that which 
we pretend to receive Graris. As Anxiety, 
$ of Credit, Liberty, and Time. So 
Cheap is every Man in effeCt, that pretends 
to be moſt Dear to Himſelf. Some are 
Dipt in 'their Luſts, as in a River; there 
mult be a hand to help them out - Others 
are Strangely- Careleſs of Good Counſel ; 
and yet well cnongh diſpos'd ts follow Ex- 
ample. - Some again muſt be forc'd to their 
Duties : Becauſe there's no Good to be done 
upon them by Perſwaſion. But, out of the 
whole Race of Mankind, How few are there 
that are able to help themſetves? Being 
thus Conſcious of our own Prailty, we 
ſhould do: well, to keep our felves quiet; 
and not to truſt Weak Minds with Wine, 
Beauty, or Pleaſure. We have mnch ado 
you ſee to keep our Feet upon Dry Ground: 
What will become of ns then, if we venture 
ear ſelves where it is Slippery? *Tis a to 
| ays 
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fay, This is a hard Leſſon, and we cannot 


" through withit. For we Can, if we would 
Endeavor it ; but we Cannor, becauſe we 


give it for granted That we Cano, with- 
out trying whether we Car or No. And 
what's the Meaning of all This; but that 
we are pleas'd with our Yices, and willi 
to be Maſter'd by them. So that we 
rather 'Excuſe, than caſt them off. The 
true Reaſon is, we Wil nor; but the Pre- 
tence is, that we Cammr. And weare not 
only under a Neceſſity of Error, but the ve- 
ry Love of it. | | 

To give you now a Brief of my own Cha- 
rater, I am none of Thoſe that take De- 
light in Tumults, and in Struggling with 
Difficulties ; for I had: rather be Quiet, 
than in Arms: for I acconnt it my Duty 


27% . 


to bear up againſt IN Fortune z but, with- 


ont Chufing it. Iam no Friend to Conten- 
tion; Eſpecially to That of the Bar : But 


| Jam very mnch a Servant to all Honeſt Bn- 


fineſs, that may he done in a Corner. And 
there 15 no Retreat ſo Unhappy ; as not to 
yield Entertainment for a great Mind; by 
which a Man may make himſelf Profitable, 
bothto his Country, and to his Friends, by 
his Wifdom, by his Intereſt, and by his 
Connfel. It is the Part of a good Patriot, to 
prefer Men of Worth; to Defend the 1n- 
nocent; to Provide Good Laws;  afd to 
Adviſe in War and in Peace. But, is not 
Hes good a Patriot, that inſtructs Youth 
ia Vertnc ; that ſurnifhes the World with 
Precepts 
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Precepts of Morality, and keeps Hnamane  # 
Nature within the Bounds of Right Res: Þ# x 
ſon ?.. Who is the, Greater Man, ' he that *#* 
Pronounces a Sentence upon the Bench, F 
or he that in his Study reads usa Leftnre Þ& r 
of Juſtice, Piety, Patience, Fortitude; the | C 
Knowledge of Heaven, the Contempt of | it 
Death, and the Bleſſing of a Good Con- | an 
ſcience? The Soldier that guards the Am- | no 
munition and the Baggage, is as Neceſſary Þf ny 
as he that fights the Battle. Was not Caro | bu 
a greater Example than either Ulyſſes, or ©} wi 
Hercules? They had the Fame, you know, || 0y 


of being indefatigable; Deſpiſers of Plea. - I bet: 


ſures, and great Conquerors both of their Þ met 
Enemies, and of their Appetites. Burt Ca: I lf 
zo, I muſt Confeſs, had no Encounters with Þ for 
Monſters; nor did he fall intothoſe Times Joly 
of Credulity, when- People believed, thaz may 
the weight of the Heavens reſted upon one Fny + 
Man's Shoulders.. But he grappled with ther 
Ambition, and the unlimited. Deſire of F4buſe 
power 3 which the whole World, divided FPubli 
under a Trinumvirate, was not able to ſatis Wl cx 
fie. He Oppos'd himſelf to the Viees of Fug t 
a degenerate City; even when it was now Pivac 
ſinking under its ewn weight. He ſtood Madre 
fingle, and ſupported the falling Common- Flheciz 
Wealth, till at laſt, as Inſeparable Friends, fce: 
they were cruſh'd together: For Neither FatEr 
las 


nor did That L;berty Out-live Caro. 
To = you now a Farther Account of þ 

y Self ; I am Naturally a Friend to - Toa 

| | nies 
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nd Methods gf Sobricty, and Mode- 
ration. - I like the Old Faſhion'd Plate that 
I was lefr me by my Country Father: ]t is 
'Plain and Heavy; And yet for all khis, 
there is a kind of Dazling, methinks, in the 
Oſtentations of Splendor and Luxury. But 
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} 

| =o | | 

- | andthoughit may ſhake a Wiſe Man, it can- 
- | not Alcer him. Yet it ſends me home ma- 
7 I oy; times fadder perhaps than I went out ; 
o I but yer, I hope, not worſe : though not 
r 


withour ſome ſecret Diſſatiſfaction at my - 


Own Condition. Upon theſe Thoughts [ 
- I betake my {elf to my Philoſophy ;, and then, 
ic Þ thinks, Iam not well, unleſs I put my 
+ Efinto ſome Publick Employ ment : Not 
h Hor the Honour, or the Profit of it; but 
es Nonly to place my elf in a Station where [ 
at lay be ſerviceable to my Country, and to 


ne Ei Friends, But, when 1 come, on theo- 
th Uther ſide, to contider the Uneaſineſs, the 
of Riboſes, and the Lofs of Time chat attends 
ed Wublick Aﬀairs, 1 get me home again as falt 
is+ WSlcan; and take up a Reſolution of ſpen- 
of Wag the Remainder of my days within the 
ow Firacy.of my own Walls, How great a 


adneſs 1s it to ſet our hearts upon Trifles ; 
ipecially to the neglect of the moſt ſerious 
ViItces of our Lives, and the moſt impor- 
at End of our Being? How Miſerable, as 
ty; Fl as Stiort, is their Life, that Compaſs, 
th great Labor, what they Poſlefs with 
t of Freater; and Hold with Anxiety, what , 
| the Fj Acquire with Trouble ? But, we are 
ules }| * ti goveri'd 


it ſtrikes the Eye more than the Mind ;. 
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govern'd in all things by Opinion, and eve. Þ;; 
ry thing is tous, as we Believeit. . Whay' 
is Paoverty, but a Privative; and not inten» 
ded of what a Man Hz, but of that which 
he has Not? The great Subje&t of Hw 
-mane Calamities, is /orey, Take all thy 
Reſt together, as Death, Sickneſs, Fear, 
Deſire, Pain, Labor ; and thoſe which pro- 
ceed from oney, exceed them all. *Tisa 
Wonderful Folly, that of Tumblers,Rope 
Dancers, Divers, and what pains they take, 
and what hazards they run tor an Inconſide- 
Table Gain. And yet we have not Patience 
for the Thouſandth Part of that trouble, 
though it would put us into the poſleſſion 

- of ah everlaſting Quiet. Epicurus for kx 
periment ſake confin'd himſelf to a nar- 
rower Allowance, than that of the Severeſt 
Priſons to the moſt Capital Offenders ; and 
found himſelf at Eaſe too in a ſtrifter Diet 
than any Man in the Worſt Cendition needs 
to Fear. This was to prevent Fortune, and 
to Fruſtrate rhe Worſt which ſhe can do. 
We ſhould never know any thing to be 
perfluous, but by the Want of it. How 
many things do we provide, only becauſe 

Others have them, and for faſhion ſake? 

Caligula offer'd Demetrius 5000 Crows; 

who rejected them with a Smile, as wha» 

ſhould ſay, It was ſo Little, it did bim mown-lf - » 
nor the refuſing of it, Nothing leſs, ſays} 
than the Offer of his whole Empire could hu 

been a Temptation to bave try'd the Firm 

of my Vertue. By this contempt of Richs 
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6 infended only the Fearleſs Poſſeſſion of 
*F=them. And the way to attain That, is to 
-perſwade our ſelves, that we may live Hap- 
pily without them. How many of thoſe 
things, which Reaſon *formerly told us 


were Superſlnous, and Mimical, do we now 
find to be ſo by Experience? But we are 
miſled by the Counterfeit of Good on the 
One hand, and the Suſpicion of Evil on the 
Other. Not that Riches are an Efficient 
Cauſe of Miſchief; but they are a Prece- 
dent Cauſe by way of Irritation, and At- 
trattion. For they have ſo near a Reſem- 
blance of Good, that moſt People take 
them to be Good. Nay, Vertue it ſelf is 
4Þ a Precedent Cauſe of Evil; as many 
ae Envy'd for their Wiſdom, or for their 


Juſtice. Which does not ariſe from the 


thing it ſelf, bat from the Irreprovable 
power of Vertue, that forces all Men to 
Admire, and to Love it. That is not Good, 
that is fore Advantageons to us, but That 
Ahich is. Oy fo. 
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EPIST. VI. 


S 
The Bleſſings of a Vertuous Retirement. 
How we come to the Knowledge of Vertue, 
A Diſtinition betwixt Good and Honeſt, 
A Wiſe Man Contents himſelf with bi 
Lot. 


TR 1s no Opportanity of Enquiring 
Where you are, What you do, and, 


| 
| 

l 

i 

[1 

0 
What Tompany you keep, that ſcapes me. | y 
And, I am well enough pleas'd, that I can Þ y 
hear nothing concerning you for, it ſhews, {| 
that you live Retir'd. Not but that Idurſt I þy 
truſt you with the wide World too ; But, | y 
however, K- is not eaſie, ſuch a General I þ; 
Converſation : Nor is it abſolutely ſafe & & 
neither, for, though it could not Corrupt an 
you, it would yet Hinder you. Now, where || ng 

_ Toever you are, know, that I am with you; Þ} ye 
and you are ſo to Live, as if I both heard, | Ye 
and ſaw you. Your Letters are really Bleſ- I pr 
ſings to me; and the ſenſe of your Em- | th; 
Ret 

gre 

we 

tha 
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provements relieves me, even under the 
Conlideration of my own decay. Remem:- 
ber, that as | am Old, ſo are you Mortal. 
Be true to your ſelf, and Examine your ſelf, 
whether you be of the Tame Mind to day, 


Lat you were yeiterdayz for, Thats1 
Sign of Perte idom. - And yet give me 


lave to tell you, thar though Change of 
Mind 
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ny Cates; for the Abatement of our Appe- 
tites, and of our Errors, is the beſt Enter« 
tainment of Mankind. Irt is for Young Men 
to Gather Knowledge, and for Old Men to 
Uſe it : and aflure your ſclf, that no Man 
gives a fairer Account of his time, than-he 


that makes it his daily Study, .to make him- 


ſelf Better. If you be in Health, and think 
it worth your while to become the Maſter 
of your Self ; it is my Deſire, and my Ad- 
vice, that you apply your ſelf to Wiſdom 
with your whole Heart :: and judge of your 
Emprovement, not by what you Speak, or 
by what you Write z but by the firmneſs of 
your Mind, and the Government of your 
Paſſions. What Extremities have ſome Men 
endur*d in Sieges; even for the Ambition; 
and Ftereſt of other People! And, Shall 
not a Man venture the Croſlling of an Intem- 


perate Luſt, for the Conqueſt of himſelf? | 


You do very well to betake your ſelf to a 
Private Life ; and better yer in keeping of 
that Privacy Private : For, otherwiſe, your 
|Retreat would look like Oſtentation : The 
greateſt Actions of our Lives are thoſe, tharx 
wedo ina Receſs from Buſineſs: Beſide, 
that there are ſome Governments, and Em- 
ployments, that a Man would not have any 


thing to do withal. And then it is to be 


conſider'd, that Publick Offices, and Com- 
I 1's miſſions, 
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Mind be a Token of ImperfeCtion; it is the i 
Buſineſs of 'my Age to Unwill One day; 
that which I Wild Another. - And let me 
Y recommend it to your Practice too, ' in ma- 
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ſure, and Privacy, coft us Nothing. Cons: 
templation is undoubtedly the beſt Enter="F- 


tainment of Peace : and only a Shorter Cut 
to Heaven it ſelf: Over and above that, 
Buſineſs makes us Troubleſome to Other, 
and Unquier to our Selves: For, the End 
of one Appetite, or Deſign, is the Begin- 
ning of Another: To fay nothing of the 
Expence of Time in Vexatious Attendan- 
ces, and the Danger of Competitors. Such 
a Man perhaps has more Friends at Court, 
than I '/have;;3.a larger Train ; a Fairer E 
ſtate ; "more profitable Offices ; and morg 


_ - Wuftrious Titles:: But, What do l care 


to be overcome by Mer, in Some Caſes, {0 
long as Fortwne is overcome by ein A 
Theſe Confiderations ſhould have been Ear- 
lier; for, *tis too late, in the Article of 
Death, to Project the Happineſs of Life, 
And yet there is.no Age better Adapted to 
 Vertue, than that which comes by many 

Experiments, and long Sufferings, to the 
Knowledge of iz: For our Luſts are then 
weak, and our Judgment Strong, And 
Wiſdom is the Effet of Time. 

Some are of Opinion, That we come to 
the Knowledge of Vertue by Chance;(which 
were an Indignity.) Others, by Obſervaty 
on; and by Comparing Matters of Fatt 
one with another ; The Underſtanding by 
a kind of Analogy, approving This, 0f 
Thar, for Good, and Honeſt. Theleare 
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miſſions, are commonly bought with ou 
Money; Whereas the great Bleſlings of Leis. 
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© two Points which Qthers make wholly Dif- 
* | ferent 3 but the Szojcks only Divide them. 
Some willhave every thing to be Gcoll, that x: 
"38 Beneficial to us : As Money, Wine ; and "MF 
id Lower, to the meaneſt things we uſe. 
And they reckon That to be Honeſt, where 
there 1s a Reaſonable Diſcharge of a Com- 
mon Duty : As -Reverence to a Parent ; 
Tenderneſs to a Friend ; the Expoſing of 
our Selves for our Country, and the Regu- 
kting of our Lives according to Modera- 
tion, and Prudence. The Srzoicks reckon 
them to be T'wo; but ſo, as to make thoſe 
Two, yet, out of One. They will have no- 
thing to be Good , but what is Honeſt ; 
nor any thing to be Honeſt, but that which 
is Good: So that in ſome ſort they are 
Mix*d, and Inſeparable. There are ſome 
things that are neither Good, nor Bad; as 

e of Þ War, Embaſſy, Juriſdiction : but theſe, in 
Life, N the Laudable Adminiſtration of them, do, 
dto | of Doubtful, become Good ; which Good 
nan! £ is only a Conſequent upon Honeſty + But 
) the | honeſty is Good in it ſelf, and the Other 
then U flows from it. There are ſome Actions that 
And] feem tous Matter of Bemignity, Humanity, 
Generolity, Reſolution; which we are apt 

net toadmire, as Perfect: And yet, upon far- 
vhick ther Examination, we find, that Great Vi- 
rvatry c& were concealed under the Reſemblances 
Fat of Eminent Vertnes. Glorious Actions are 

ng} the Images of Vertue; but yet many things 
, Off ſeem to be Good, that are Evil ; and Evil, 
:ſeay thatare Good : And the Skill is, to Diſtin, 
(wo I 14 guiſh 
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gniſh betwixt things that are ſo munch Alike” Y* 
in Shgw, and fo Difagreeing in Effet. We'-* 
are led to the Underſtanding of Vertue, by 
the Congruity we find in ſuch-and ſuch A. F 
Etions ro Nature, and Right Reaſon : By 
the Order, Grace, and Conſtancy of thetn 
and, by a Certain Majeſty, ard Greatneſs, 
that ſurpaſſes all other things. From hence 
proceeds a Happy Life: To which, no. 
thing comes amils; bur, on the Contrary, 
every thing ſacceeds i& our very With, 
There is no wrangling with Fortune ; No 
being out of Humor for Accidents : what- 
ſoever befals me in my Lot, 2nd whether 
in Appearance it be Good or Bad, it is 
God's Pleaſure; andit is my Duty to bear 
it. When a Man has once gotten a Habit 
of Vertue, all his Aftions are Equa): He 1s 
conſtantly One, and che ſame Man ; and 
he does Well, not only upon Counſel, but 
our of Cuſtom too. Shall I tel] yon now, 
in a Word, the Snm of Humane Dny! 
Patience, where we are to Suffer ; and Fri 
dence, in the things we 120. It is a frequent 
Complaint in the World, tht the things 
we Enjoy are but Few, Tranſitory, and Un- 
certain; So Ungratefal a ConftruCction do 
we make of the Divine Bounty, Hence1t 
1s, that we are neither willing ro Die nor 
Contented to Live ; betwixt the Fear of the 
One, and the Deteſtation of the Other. 
Hence it is, that we are perpetually ſhifting 
of Counſels, and ſtill craving of More, 
becauſe that which we call Felicity, 1s - 
| abic 
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ke Fable to Fill us. And what's the Reaſon? 
Ve Bet that we are. not yet come to that Im- 


by þ menſe, and Inſuperable Good, which leaves 
A. Þ us nothing fartherto deſire ! [n that Bleſſed 
By | Eſtate wefeel no want ; we ate abundantly 
nz pleas'd with what we Have; and what we 
fs, have Not, we do not Regard : So that 


ce | every thing is Great , becauſe it is Sufh- 
10- cient. If we quit this Hold, there will be 
ry, | noplace for the Offices of Faith, and Pie- 
1h, Y ty: In the Diſcherge whereof, we muſt 
No | both Suffer many things, that the World 
at- | calls Evil, and part with many things which 
her | are commonly accounted Good. True Joy 
ris | is Everlaſting; Pleaſures are Falſe, and Fu- 
ear  gitive. It is a great Encouragement to 
bit well doing, that when we are once in the 
e 1s Poſleſſion of Vertue, it is our own for ever. 
and Y While I ſpeak This to you, I preſcribe to 
bat my ſelf; what I Write, | Read; and Re- 
ow, | duce all my Meditations to the Ordering of 
ty? | my own Marners. There is nothing, ſo 
yr | Mean, and Ordinary ; but it is [Luſtrated 
ent | by Vertue, and Externals are of no more 
ings | Ule to it, than the Light of a Candle to 
Urn- | the Glory of the San. 

1 do It is often ObjeCted to me, . that I Ad- 
ceit | viſe People to quit the World, to Retire, 
nor | and Gontent themſelves with a good Con- 
"the | ſcience. Burt, What becomes of your Pre- 
her. | cepts then (fay they) that *enjoyn us to 
ing | Die in Action? To whom I muſt anſwer, 
ore, | That 1 am never more in Aion; than when I 
not | am alone in my Study; There I have only 
able | * Lock'd 
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borrow for my Book, Eyes will ſerve 
me no wit. I fall Aſleep Td til The I 
Work, T have Retir'd my ſelf, not only from 
Men, but from Buſmeſs alſo : And my On, 
in the Firſt Place, to attend the Service of 
Poſzerity ,, In hope that what 1 Now Write, 
may, in ſome Meaſure, be Profitable to Fu- 
ture Generations, 

But it is no New thing, I know, to Ca- 
lumniate Vertue, and Good Men; for Sick 
Eyes will not endure the Light, but, like 
Birds of Night, they fly from it into their 
Holes. Why does ſach a Man talk ſo much 
of his Philoſophy, and yet live in Magnifi- 
cence ?? Of Contemning Riches, Life, 
Healtiiz and yet Cheriſh, and Maintain 
them, with the greateſt Care Imaginable? 
Baniſhment, he ſays, is but an Idle Name; 
and yet he can grow old within his own 
Walls. He. puts no difference betwixt a 
Long Life, and a Short; and yet he Spins 
out his Own, as far as it will go. The 
thing is This 3 He does not Contemn Tem- 
porary Bleſſings, ſo as to Refuſe, or Drive 
them away 3 but if they Come, they are 
Welcome; if not, he'll never break his 
. heart for the want of them: He takes them 
into his Houſe, not into his Soul ; and he 
makes uſe of them, only as Matter for his 
Vertue to work upon. There is no doubt 
but a Wiſe Man may ſhew himſelf better in 

- Riches, 


Lock d up * ſelf in Private, to attend the Bu : , . 
Publick, I do not Loſe ſo much as |© 
One Day; nay, and art of the Night too I 2 
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Riches, than in Poverty : That is to ſay, 


"his Temperance, his Liberality ; his Mag. 


mificence, Providence, and Prudence, will 


= be more Conſpicuous. He will be a Wiſe 
 Manſtill, if he ſhould want a Leg, or an 


Arms but yer he had rather be Perfect. 
He is pleas'd with Wealth, as he would be 
at Sea, with a Fair Wind; or with a 
Glance of the warm Sun, in a Froſty Mor- 
ning - So that the things which we call Ig- 
different, are not yet withouttheir Value; 
And ſome greater than Others, But, with 
this Difference, betwixt the Philoſophers , 
and the Common People, Riches are the 
Servants of the One, and the Maſters of the 
Other. From the One, if they Deparr, 
they carry away nothing but Themſelves; 
but from the Other, they take away the 
very Heart, and Peace of the Polleſſor 
along with them. It is true, that if I 
might have my Choice, - I would have 
Health, and Strength; And yet if I come 
to be viſited with Pain, or Sickneſs, 1 wiſl 
endeavour to emprove them tomy Advan- 
tage, by making a Righteous Judgment of 
item: as I ought to do of all the Ap- 
pointments of Providence. So that as 
they are not Good in themſelves, neither 
are they Evil; But matter of Excrciſe far 
our Vertues; of Tcmperance, on the One 


hand, and of Reſiguation, on the Other, 
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Of Impertinent Studies, and Impertinent 
Men. Philoſophers, the beſt Conipa- 
' nions, 


E that dnly Conſiders the Buſineſs of 

2 Life and Death, will find, that he 
has little time to ſpare from That Study; 
And yet how we trifle away our hours upon 
Impertinent Niceties, and Cavils! Will 
Plato's Imaginary Idea's make me an Honeſt 
Man? There's neither Certainty in them, 
-nor Subſtance. A Mouſe is a Syllable;, but 
a Syllable does not eat Cheeſe; Therefore a 
Mouſe does not eat Cheeſe, 'Oh! theſe Chil- 
diſh Follies! Is it for This that we ſpend 
our Blood, and our Good Humor, and 
ow Grey in our Cloſets? We are a 
jeſting, when we ſhonld be helping the 
Miſerable; as well our Selves as Others. 
There's no ſporting with Men in Diſtreſs. 
The Felicity of Mankind depends up$n 
the Counſel of Philoſophers. Let us rather 
conſider what Nature has made Superfluous, 
and what, Neceſſary : How Eaſie our Con- 
ditions are, and how Delicious That Life, 
which is Goveri'd by Reaſon, rather than 
Opinion. There are Impertinent Studies, 
as well as Impertinent Men. Didy-ws the 


Grammarian Wrote 4coo Books ; wherein 
he 
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"© he is much Concern'd to diſcover Where 
"Homer was born; Who w$ Aneas's true E 
© Mother; and whether Anacreon' was the 

® greater Whoremaſter, or Drunkard : With 
other Fopperies, that a Man would labor 
to Forget, if he Knew them. Is it not an 
Important Queſtior,, which of the Two was 
Firit, the Mallet, or the Tongs? Some 
f || People are extremely Inquilitive, to know 
how many Oars Ulyſſes had : Which was 
firſt Written, the Hhads, or the Odyſſes ; 
a or if they were Both done by the ſame 
1 | hand. A Man is never a Jot the more 
| Learned for this Curioſity, but much the 
1, 
ur 


more Troubleſome. Am 1 ever the more 

Juſt, the more Moderate, Valiant, or Li- 
« | eral, for knowing, that Curius Dentatus 
1. {| was the Firſt that carry'd Elephants in 
d Triumph? Teach me my Danty to Provi- 
4 I}. d=nce, to my Neighbour, and to my Self: 
. To Diſpute, with Socrates, to Doubt, 
ie | with Carzeades; to ſet up my Reſt, with 
s || Epicurns;, to Maſter my Appetites, with 
s. the Sroicks, and to Renounce the World, 
in | with the Cynick What a deal of Buſineſs 
there is, Firſt, ro make Homer a Philoſo- 
s, | P73 and Secondly, in what Claſſs to 
n- {| Range him ? One will have bim to be a 
e, | Sock; a Friend to. Vertue, and an Ene- 
in | ®y to Pleaſure; preferring Honeſty even 
s, | 59 Immortality it ſelf: Another makes 
ne | him an Epicurean, One that loves his 
in | Quiet, and to ſpend his Time in Good 
he | Company: Some are Poſitive in it, = 
e 
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he was a Peri 
he was a Scepri 
in being all theſe things, he was not any 
One of them. Theſe Divided Opinions 
do not at all hinder us from agreeing , 
upon the Main, that he was a Wiſe Mar, 
Let us therefore apply our ſelves to thoſe 
things that made him ſo, and een let the 
Reſt alone. 

It was a Pleafant humor of Calvicius Sa- 
binus, a Rich Man, and one that. manag'd 
avery Good Fortune with a very 11] Grace, 
He had neither Wit, nor Memory ; but 
would fain paſs for a Learned Man, and 
ſd took ſeveral into his Family; And, 
whatſoever they knew, he aſſum'd to Him- 
ſelf. There are a ſort of People that 
are never well but at Theatres, Specta- 
cles, and Publick Places: Men of Buſi- 
neſs, but it is only in their Faces; for 
they wander vp and down without any 
Delign, like Pi/znires, Eager, and Empty; 
and every thing they do, 1s only as it 
happens. This is an humor, which a Man 
may call a kind of Reſtleſs Lazyneſs. O- 
thers you ſhall have, that are perpetually 
in Haſte, as if they were Crying Fire, or 
ranning for a Midwife : and all this Hurry, 
perhaps, only tv Salute ſome body , thar 
had no mind to take Notice of them, or 
ſome ſuch Trivial Errand. At Night, 
when they come Home tir'd, and weary, 
ask them why they went out? Where 
they have been? and, What oy 

OIE : 


; I and Others, that 
Burt it is Clear, that 
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© done? *tis a very; Slender Account they 
Y ” are able to give yon; and yet the next 
I day they take the ſame Fawn over again : 
This is a kind of Phantaſtical Induſtry ; 
a great deal of Pains taken to no purpoſs 
at all; Twenty Viſits made, and no body 
at home ( they themſelves leaſt of all. ) 
They that have this Vice, are commonly 
Harkeners, Tale-Btarers, News-Mongers , 
s - Medlers in other Peoples Aﬀairs, and Cu- 
1 rions after Secrets, which a Man can nei- 
I their ſafely Hear, nor Report. Theſe 
' Men of Idle Rape, that run. up 
d and down eternally vexing Others, and 
: themſelves too; that thruſt themſelves in- 
y toall Companies, What do they get by't? 
t One Man's Aſleep; Another, at Supper 
» a Third, in Company a Fourth, in Haſte 
i- aFifth, givesthem theSlip: and when their 
r folly has gone the Round, they cloſe up the 
y Day with Shame, and Repentance, Where- 


n as, Zeno, Pythagoras, Democritus, Ariftotle, 
it Theophraſtus, and all the Patrons of Philo- 
N ſophy, and Vertue; they are always at Lei- 
J- ſure, and in Good Humor; Familiar, Pro- 
ly -N fitable; a Man never comes away empty 
or handed from them ; but, full of Comfort, 
Y, and Satisfaftion : They make all Paſt A- 
At ges Preſent to us; or Us, Their Con- 
or temporaries. The Doors of theſe Men 
'% are open Night, and Days and in their 
y, | Converſation. there's neither Danger , 
re Treachery, nor Expence 3 but we are the 


Wiſer, the Happier , and the Richer for 
. it 
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it. How bleſſedly does 'a Man ſpend his 'Þ 


time in this Company, where we may 


2dviſe, 'in all the Difficulties of Life. 


Here's Counſel, without Reproach ; and 


Praiſe, without Flattery. We cannot be 
the Chuſers of our Own Parents, but of 
our Friends we may; and, Adopt our 
Selves into theſe Noble Families. This 
is the way of making Mortality, in a 
Manner, to be Immortal. The time Paſt, 
we make to be our Own, by Remembrance; 
the Preſent, by Uſe; and the Future, by 
Providence, and Foreſight. That only may 
properly be ſaid to be the Long Life, that 
draws all Ages into One; and That a ſhort 
one, that Forgets the Paſt; NegleCts the 
Preſent, and is Sollicitous for the Time to 
Come. But it is not yet ſufficient to know 


what Plato, or Zeno ſaid, unleſs we make it. 


all our Own by Habit, and Prattice, and 
Emprove both the World, and our Selves, 
by an Example of Life Anſwerable to their 
Precepts. 
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 Againfh. Singularity of Manners, and 


Behaviour. 


T is the Humor of many People, ta 
; be Singular in their Dreſs, and Man- 


-xer of Life; only to the End that they 


may* be taken .Notice. of, Their Cloths, 
farfaoth,:; muſt: be Courſe, and Slovenly 
their Heads, and Beards neglected ; their 
Lodgings 'upqn: the - Ground, and they live 
in: Open, Defiance againſt Money, What 
sall this,, upon the whole /Matter, but an 
Ambitions: Vanity that: has) crept in at the 
Back Doos?. A Wiſe Man yill keep him- 
felf Clear :of all theſe Fooleries, without 
Gifturbing -Publick Cuſtams,, , or making 
bimſelf a Gazing Stock to the People. 
But., Wil: {This Secure him, think you? 
can: no more warrant: it, than that a 
Temperate Man ſhall have: his Health: 
Bt. it is; very Probable that it may... A 
Fhiloſopher has enough to do to ſtand right 
in the World, let him be never ſo modeſt : 
And his ovtt-fide ſhall be ſtill like That of 
Other Peeple, let them be never So Unlike 
within, His Garments ſhall be neither 


Rich, nor Sordid. No matter for Arms, 
Matto's, and other Curioſities upon his 
Mate; But he ſhall not yet make it a Mat- 
ng K k ter 


EPISTL ES. 
ter of Conſcience, to have no Plate at all,: 
Hethatlikes an Earthen Veſſel as well as @” 
Silver, has not a greater Mind than he that? 
uſes Plate, and reckons it:as'Dirt. It is" 
our Duty to Live Better than the Common 
People, but not in Oppoſition to them; 
as if Philoſophy were a Faction; for by {6 
Doing, in ſtead of Reforming, and Galt- 
ing upon them, we drive them away; and 
when they find it unreaſonable to Imitate 
vs in All things, they will follow us 
Nothing. Our buſineſs mult be to live ac 
cording to Nature, and to own the Senk 
of Outward things with other People- Not 
. to Torment the Body ; and, with Exch- 
mations againſt that which is Sweet ,/ and 
Cleanly, to Delight in Naſtineſs; and, To 

uſe, not only a Courſe, bur a Sluttiſh, and 
Offenſive Diet. Wiſdom Preaches Tem 
perance, not Mortificativn; and a Mat 
may be a very Good Husband, without 
being a Sloven. He that Stears a Middle 
Courſe, betwixt Vertue and Popularity; 
That 1s to ſay, betwixt Good Manners, 
and Diſcretion, ſhall gain both Approb I 
tion, and Reverence. But, What if a Mat 
; Governs himſelf in his Cloths, in his Dich, 
3 in his Exerciſes, as he ought todo? It BI 
| not that his Garments," his' Meat, and 
t p Drink, or his Walking,are things Simply 
| Good ; but. it is the Tenor of a Man's Lil 
_ and the Conformity of ir to Right Nature Ce 
and Reaſon. Philoſophy obliges us to HoF! 
meanity, Society ; and the Ordinary Uſed 
© Extend 
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; ternal things. It is not athing t6 pleafe., 
& the People with, or to entertain an Idle. 
Hour ; but a Study. for the Forming of the: 
Mind, and the Guidance 'of Humane Life: 
And a Wiſe Man ſhould alſo Live as he Dif- 
courſes 3 and in all Poinrs be like himſelf ; 
And,. in the. firſt place, ſet, a Value upan 
himſelf, before he can pretend to become 
\Valuable to others. As well our Good 
Deeds, as our Evil, come bome to us at 
laſt ; he that is Charitable, makes others 
ſo.by his Example , and finds the Comfort 
ofthat Charity when he wants-it himſelf. 

Be that is Cruel, ſeldom finds Mercy, *Tis 

alard Matter for a Man to be both Popu- 

kr,and Vertuous ;' for he muſt be like the 
teople, that would oblige them : andthe 

Kindneſs of Dithoneſt Men, is not to be ac- 

rd by Honeſt Means.. He lives by Rea- 

09, not by Cuſtom; He ſhuns the very Con- 

rerfation of the Intemperate,' ard Ambiti- 

os.He knows the Danger of Great Exam- 
rity; Bples of Wickedneſs,andthat Publick Errors 


N 


ners, impoſe upon the World, under the Autho- 
robs w of Preſidents : for they take for Gran- 
Man Y'ed; Chat they are never out of the way, ſo 
Diet {90g as.they keep the Road. 


It 8, Weare beſet with Dangers'; arid there- 


_ anlrea- Wiſe Man ſhould have his Vertues in 
implyÞtinual Readineſs to Encounter them.” 
Liſe Fdether Poverty , Loſs of Friends, Pain, 
ator6 neſs , or. the like ; He ſtill maintains 
o HoOBSPoſt : Wheteas a Fool is Surpriz'd' at 
uſeaſry thing ; and afraid of his rery Suc- 


«terry! Kk 2 cars; 
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cors : Either he makes no Reſiſtance at all, Þ - 
or elſe he does it by Halves. He will ng 7 
ther take Advice from Others, nor look tg 
himſelf: He reckons upon Philofophy, as 3 
thing not worthhis time, and if he can but 
get the Reputation 'of a Good Mar: among 
the ' Common People, he takes no farther 
Care, but Accounts that he has done his 
Duty. ec | ro 
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EPIST. IX. 
The Bleſſings of a V igorous Mind, in De- 


- cay'd Body; ' with ſome Pertinent Rift 
Hons of Seneca npon his Own Age. 


ww Hen I call Clarazxs my School-fblloy, 
1 need-not ſay any thing . mote of 
bis Age; having; told you, thar He, and 
I,. were Co-remporaries, You would mt 
Imagine, how Green, and Vigorous'hi 
Mind is , and the perpetual Conflict thatit 
bas with his Body.. : They were Naturaly 
U-match'd:; unleſs: to ſhew, that 'a Gene- 
rous Spirit may be'lodg'd nnder-any{ ſhape. 
He-has Surmounted all Difficulties; and, 
from the Contempt of himſelf, is advancd 
tothe Contempt of All things elſe. Whe 
I conſider him well, methinks his Body ap 
pears to me as fair as his Mind. If Natur 
could have brought the Soul Naked intotlt 
World, perhaps ſhe would have done w 
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9” But yat ſhe does a greater: thing, in Ex- 
"2 alting that. Soul above all Impediments of 


TF:krve the Force of the Mind, in the Decay 
" of the Body; and to ſee the Loſs of Appe- 
tite More than Requited with the Love of 
Vertue. :But, whether I Owe This Com- 
his | fort to my Age, or to Wiſdom, is the Que- 
| ſtion. And whether, if I Could any longer, 

L Would not ſtill, do the ſame things over 
— | again, which | Ought not- to do. If Age 
had no other Þlealure than This, that ir 
neither Cares for any thing, nor ſtands in 
need of any thing ;z it were a Great one to 


De me, to have left all my painful, and trou- . 


Refi. bleſome Luſts Behind me. But, '74s wuncaſie, 
you'll ſay, to be always in Fear of Death. 

| As if. That Apprehenſion did not Concern 
low, | # Young Man-as well as an Old; Or that 
eo | Death only call'd us, according to our 
af} Years. 1am however beholden to my Old 
L.not fl Age, that has now confin'd me to my Bed; 
1s/his |} and put me out of Condition of doing thoſe 
hatic | things any -longer, which 1 ſhould not do. 
wraly} The Leſs my mipd-has to do with my Body, 
Jene-| the Better:; And if Age puts an end to my 
hape. Deſires, and does the Buſineſs -of Vertue, 
and, 8 there can be no- cauſe. of Complaint z nor 
ancd} can there be any Gentler End, than to mels 
Whall away in a kind of Dillolugion. Where Fire 
ly pf} meets with Oppoſition, and Matter to work 
ature} upon, it is Furious, and Rages z but where 
totieſl it -finds no Fuel, as in Old Age, it goes 
ne it} Rt quietly, for want of Nouriſhment, Nor 
Bit K k 3 Is 
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ky. '& the Fleſh.; Is ic a great Happineſs, to pre-. 
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-Mind'; but a Temporary Lodging, which! 1 


the Houſe pleaſes:*''Neither does the Soul, 


EPTISTE ES: tl, 
is the Body the Setled Habitation of the! Þ ; 


we are to leave whenſoever the Maſter of # ; 


whe it has left the Body, any 'rhore. Care 
what becomes of the Carkaſs, and the ſe- 
veral parts of ir, 'than a Man does for the 
fhavings of his Beard under the hand of the 
Barber. There's not- any thing-that Ex- 
poſes a Man- to more Vexation, and Re. 
proach, than the overmnch' Love of the 
Body : For Senſe neither-looks forward, 
nor Backward, but'only uporl the Preſenti 
Nor does it judge of Good, br-Evil; or 
Foreſee Conſequences which give a Cork 
nexion to the Order, and Series of Things, 
and to the Unity of Life. Not but that 
every Man'-has Naturally a'Love for his 
Own Carkafs, as Poor People Love evet 
their Own Beggarly : Cottages ; they are 
Old Acquaintances, and -Loth to Part: 
And I am not againſt the Indulging of it 
neither z' provided that 1 make not my Self 
a Slave to it ; for he that ſerves it has Ma- 
Ny Maſters. - Beſide that, we are in Conti- 
nual Diſorder z -One - while' with: Gripes,- 
Pains in-the Head, 'Footh-Ach, Gout, 
Stone, Defluxions; ſome time with 00 
ch Blood, - other while with roo Little: 
And yet this Frail, and Putrid Carkaſs of 
Ours valaes it ſelf as it ' were Immortal. 
We put no Bounds to our Hopes,our Avs- 
rice, our Ambition. The ſame Man is /«- 
rivis to Day, and Cato to Morrow : This 
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"& next as. Temperate as Tubero: Now, for 
ch. 7” Maltrels;s Dy and. by for a Wife © Impe- 
of - Erious This bonr; Servile the Next; 
ul" Þ* Thrifty, . and Prodigal, Laboriqus, and 
ro Yolaptuous, by turns. But ſtill the Goods, 


# q 
he: 

» 
» Fs 
7 , 


ÞF bour 2s ;Luxurious as Apicias, and the 


without any effeCt upon a well-Conpos'd 
Mind. . I was the other day at my Fils, 
And Complaining of my -Charge of Re- 

irs; My Baylif told me, Twas none of 
is Fault for the Houſe was Old, and he 
bad much ado to kgep it from falling upon 


bis Head ( Well thought I) and what am_ 


I my ſelf then, that ſaw the laying of the 
Fir, ftone ? In the Gardens, I found the 
Trees as-much out of Order; the Boughs 
Knotted, and Wirher'd, and their Bodies 
'N over-run with Moſs. This would nat bave 
Y been, ſaid I, 3f you had Trench'd them and 
Water d them, as you ſhould have done, By 
my Soul, Maſter ſays the poor Fellow, / 


have done what I could: But alas' they © 


are all Dotards, and Spent. What am I 
then, ( thought | to my ſelf ) chat planted 
all theſe Trees with my own Hands?! And 
then I. come to bethink my. Self, that Age 
itſelf is not yet without its Pleaſures, if 
we did but know how to uſe them ; and 
that the beſt Morſel is reſery'd for the 
Laſt: Or" at worſt, it is Equivalent to 
the Enjoying of Pleaſures, .not to ſtand 
In need of any. Jt is but yeſterday, me- 

K 4 thinks 


or [ls of the Body, do but Concern the Bo-, 
dy ( which is'Peeviſh, Sour, and Anxious ). 
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but he may hope for One day 'more yet: 


1 0 - 
thinks, that. I went to School. * Bat Time Þ - 
goes faſter with'an Old Man, than witha Þ 
Young : Perhaps, becauſe he reckons more Y-+ 
upon it. There is hardly any Man ſo Old, 


5nd" the Longeſt Life is but 'a-Multiplics- 
tion of Days, nay, of Hours, nay. of Mo- 
ments. Our Fate' is Set; and the Firſt 
Breath we draw, is but the Firft Step to- 


' wards our Laſt. 'One Canſe depends up- 


on another ; and the Courſe of All things, 
Publick, and Private, is only a Long Con- 
nexion of Providential Appointments. There 
is great Variety in our Lives z but all tends 
to the ſame Iſſue. Natore may uſeher own 
Bodies as ſhe Pleaſes ; but a Good Man ha 
this Conſolation, that nothing Periſhes that 
he:can call his Own. What 4uft be, Shd 
be; and that which is a Neceſſity to him that 
Struggles, is. little. more than Chozce to him 
that is Willing. *Tis Bitter, to be Forc'd 
toany thing ; but things are Eafie, when 
they are Comply'd with, 
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Cuſtom #s a great Matter, either in Good, 


or Ill. We ſboxld check our Paſlions 
Betimes. Involumary Aotions - are Jn 
_ vincible. | 


_—_ 1s nothing ſo Hard ; but Cuſtom 
| makes it : Eaſte to us, "There, are 
ſome, <hat never Laugh'd ; Others, that 
Wholly abſtain'd from Wine,. and Wo- 
men ; and almoſt from Sleep.. Much uſe 


' of a Coach makes us loſe the Benefit; of oar 


Legs : So that we mult be Infirm-.to- be in 
the Faſhion ; and, at laſt, loſe the yery Fa- 


- culty of Walking,' by Diſ-ufing-K. Some 


are ſo plung'd in Pleaſures, that they can- 
fot: live without them. And,,;in This, 
they are moſt Miſerable; that what was, 
at Firſt, but Superfluous, is Now, become 
Neceſſary. But their Infelicity ſeems to' 
be then Conſummate, and [ncurable, when 
Senſuality has laid hold of the Judgment ; ' 
and Wickedneſs is becomea Habit. Nay, 
ſome there are, that both Hate, and Per- 
ſecute Vertue ; and that's the lat A& of 
Deſperation. 1t is much Eaſier 'to Check 
our Paſſions in the Beginning, than to ſtop 
them in gheir Courſe: For, if Reaſon could 
not. hinder us at firſt; they will go on in 
deſpite of us, - The Sroicks will not allow - 

| | ie 


EPISTESS. 
Wiſe Man to have any Paſſions at all. The 
Peripateticks Temper them; but that Me- 


Sick, If we give any fort of Allowance to 
Sorrow, Fear, Defires, Perturbations, it 

- will nor be in our Power to-reſtrain them. 
They are fed from abroad; and will en- 
creaſe with their Cauſes. And if we yield 
never 10 little to them, the leaſt diſorder 
works upon the whole Body. It is not my 
Purpoſe all this while, wholly totake away 
any thing,that is either Neceſlary,Benefici- 

Þ. al, or Delightful to Humane Life ; but, to 
Y take That 'away, which'may be Vicious in 
SE -. . it. When I forbid you'to deſire any thing 
6. am yer content that you may be Willing 
to have it. ' So that | permit you the ſame 
things : And thoſe very Pleaſures will have 
-aBetter Reliſh too, when they are enjoy'd 
without Anxiety and when you come to 

| Command thoſe Appetites, which before 
you ſerv'd. *Tis Natural yow'll ſay, to 
weep for the Loſs of a Friend; to be Mov:d 
at theSenſe of a Good, or ill Report, and 
to be Sad in Adverſity. All this V1] grant 
you; and there is no Vice but ſomething 
may be ſaid for't. At Firſt,'tis TraQtable, 


we ſhall —_— it out again. * As it goes 
on, it gathers ſtrength, and beconggs Quick- 
ly Ungovernable. It canriot be dEny'd, but 


that all Aﬀections flow from a Kind of ws 
i ad : ; _ fural 


L pr® bars 
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$ \ diocrity is altogether Falſe, and Unprofita- . Þ 
20 ble. And tis all one,. as if they faid, 
That we may bea Little Mad, or a Little W 


and Modeſt ; but if we give it entrance, - 
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+ tural Principle; and that it is our Duty to 
- take Care of our ſelves. But'then it is ovr 
- & Duty alfo, nor. to be over Indulgent. Ns- 
2+ rure has mingled Pleaſures,even with things 
' moſt Neceſſary ; not that we ſhould value 
them for their Own Sakes, but-to make 
thoſe things which we cannot live without, 
to be more Acceptable to us. If we Eſteem 
the Pleaſure for it ſelf, it turns to'Luxury; 
It is not the Buſineſs of Nature-to Raiſe 

Hunger, or Thirſt, but to Extinguiſh it. 
As there are ſome Natural Frailties, that 
by Care, and Induſtry, may be Overcome; 
_ So there are Others, that are Invincible : 
As, for a man that values not his Own 
Blood, to Swoun at the Sight of another 
Man's. Involuntary Motions are Inſupera- 
ble, and Inevitable; As the Staring of the 
Hair at I] News; Bluſhing at a Scurillous 
Diſcourſe ; Swimming of the Head upon 
c the ſight of a Percipice, &c. Who can 
Read the Story of Clodius's ExpellingCicero, 


yy « ff. + tf  @O©w *  *?- 


a aa gQ ED © 


$ and Anthony's Killing of him ; the Cruelties 
0 of Marius, and the Proſcriptions of Sylia, 
d without being moy'd at it * The Sound of 
d a Trumpet, the Picture of any thing that is 
I Horrid, the Spectacle of an Execution, 
5 Strikes the Mind, 'and Works upon the 1- 
Gy magination. Some People are ſtrangely 
© | ſubject to Sweat; to Tremble, toStammer; 
» their ' very Teeth will Chatter in their 
a Heads, woe their Lips Quiver ; and eſpeci- 


If ally in Publick Aſſemblies. Theſe are Na- 
9 |} tural Infirmities;; and it is not all the Re- 
2H, FN + ſolution 


EPISTEES 
ſolation inthe World, that can ever Maſter - 


them. Some Redden when they are Angry; 0 


Sylla was one of thoſe; and when the Blood + 


 Flaſh'd into his Face, you might be ſure þ 


he had Malice in his Heart; Pompey, on 
the other fide (that hardly ever ſpake in 
Publick without a Bluſh) had:a wonderful 
ſweetneſs of Nature; and it did exceeding-, 
| 1y well with him. Your Comedians will re. 
preſent Fear, Sadneſs, Anger, and the like; 
but. when they come to a baſhful Modeſty, 
though they'll give you humbleneſs of 
Looks, ſoftneſs of Speech, and down-Caſt- 
Eyes, to. the very Life, yet they can never 
come'.to expreſs a Bluſh ; for it is a thing 
neither tobe. 'Cammanded, nor Hindred ; 
but -it- comes and goes of its own accord, 
The Courſe of Nature is Smooth, and Ea- 
kez but when we come to Croſs it, we 
&rive againſt rhe Stream. It is not for one 
Man to A&t another Man's Part. For Na- 
ture will quickly Return, and take off the 
Mask. There is a kind of Sacred Inſtin& 
that moves us. - Even the worſt, have a 
Senſe of Vertue. .We are not ſo much lg- 
norant , as Careleſs. Whence comes it, 
that Grazing Beaſts diſtinguiſh Salutary 
Plants, from Deadly ? A Chicken is afraid 
ofa Kite; and not of a Gooſe, or a Pea- 
cock, which is mach Bigger : A Bird of a 
Cat, and not of a Dog. This is Impulte, 
and not Experiment. The Cells of Bees, 
and the Webs of Spiders, are not to be 
imitated by Art, but it is Nature that = 
| ches 
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BPISTLE:S. 
thes them.” - The Stage-Player has his Acti- 
- ons, and 'Geftures in Readineſs ;: but This 
- only an'Emprovement by Art, bf what 
” Nature teaches them 5 who+-is never at a 
Lofs for the Uſe of her ſelf..:''Wecome in« 
to the World with This Knowledge; and 
we have it by- a; Natural \ Infticution ; 

which is no. Other, than a Natural Zogick,, 
We- brought the:Seeds of Wiſdom into the 
World with us but not Wiſdom -it ſelf. 
There is the Goodneſs of God; 'and That 
of Man; the One'is Immortal, the Other 
Mortal: Nature perfeCts the' One, and 
Study the Other. _. | 
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E-PIST. XI. 


We are Divided in our Selves ; and Confound 
Good and Evil. 


T is no wonder that Men are Generally 
very much Unfatisfied with the World; 
when there's not one Man of a Thouſand 
that agrees with himſelf : and that's the 
' Root of our Miſery; only . we are willing 
to Charge our Own Vices, upon the Ma- 
lignity of Fortune. Either we are Puff'd 
up with Pride; Rack'd with Deſires 
Diſſolv'd in Pleaſures, or Blaſted with 
Cares; and, which perfects our Unhappi- 
neſs, we are never Alone, but in perpetual 
Conflict, and Controverſic with our Luſts. 
Wwe 


EPIS TILE FS; 
We are Startled at all: Accidents. We 


Boggle at-our own Shadows, and Fright - 


one. Another. + Lucretins ſays, that we are 


as much afraid in the Light, as Children in © 


the Dark; /but, | ſay, chat we are altoge- 
ther-in Darkneſs, without any Light at ak ;, 
and we rim on \blindfold, withour fo much as 
Groping qut our way. Which Raſhneſs in the 
Darkss the. worſt ſort of Madneſs. - He that 
is in his way, -j$ in hope of coming to. his 
Journeys End;but Error is Endleſs.Let eve- 
ry Man therefore Examine his Qefires,whe- 
ther they be according to reQtify'd Nature, 
or Not. That Man's Mind can never be 
Right, whoſe ACtions Diſagree. We muſt 
abt Live by Chance; for there can be no 
. Vertue without Deliberation, and EleCtion. 
And, where we cannot be Certain, let us 
follow that which is moſt Hopeful, and 
Probable. - Faith, Juſtice, Piety, Fortitudey 
Prudence, are Venerable, and the Poſleſſions 
only of Good Men; but, a Plentiful Eſtate, 
a Brawny Arm, and a Firm Body, are Ma- 
ny times the Portion of the Wicked. The 
PerfeCtion of Humane Nature, is that State; 
which ſupports ir ſelf, and fo is out of the 
Fear of Falling. It is a great weakneſs for 
a Man to value himſelf upon any thing, 
wherein he ſhall be ont-done by Fools, and 
Beaſts. We are to conſider Health Strength; 
Beauty,and other Advantages of ThatKind, 
only as Adventitious Comforts: We may 
ſerve them with Care, provided that we 


always ready to Quit them, without 
Trouble: 
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Trouble. There is a Pleaſure in. Wicked- 


:nefs, as well as in Vertie, and there are 
+that take a Glory in it too wherefore our 
FForefathers preicribd us the Beſt Life, 


and not the moſt Plentiful; and allow'd us 


Pleaſure for a Companion, but not for a. 


Guide, We do _ times take the In- 
ſtruments of Happineſs, for the Happineſs 


it ſelf; and reſt upon thoſe Matters, that 


are but in the way to't. That Man only 
lives Compos'd, who thinks of every thing 
that May Happen, before he feels it. But 
this is not yet to adviſe, either NegleCt, or 
Indifference ; for I would avoid any thing 
that may hurt me,where I may honourabl 

do it, But yet | would conſider the wor 

of things before hand. Examine the Hope, 
and the Fear ; and, where things are un- 
certain, favor your ſelf, and believe That 
which you had rather ſhould cometo paſs. 
There are not many Men that know their 
own Minds, but inthe Very Inſtant of Wil- 
ling any thing. We are for One thing to 
Day, another thing to Morrow ; So that 
weLive and Die without coming to any Re- 
ſolution: Still ſeeking That Elſewhere, 
which we may give our Selves ; That is to 
ſay, aG20d Mind. And, in truth, we do 
perſwade our ſelves, That in ſeveral Caſes, 


 wedo Deſire the thing which effetually we 


donot Deſire, And all This, for want of 
Laying down ſome Certain Principles, to 
make the Judgment Inflexible, and Steady. 
When we- do any Evil it is either for _ 
( 


IO 


EPISTLE SS. 
of 3: greater Evil, - or in. Hope of ſick-a.- 
Good., as may more than Balauce tha; 
Evil. + Se that we are here Diſtracted bez 
twixt the Duty of 'Finiſbing our Purpoſe, 
and the Fear: of Miſchief, + and . Danger. 
This Infixrmity muſt be diſcharg'd. In the 
Purſuit of Pleaſures, we ſhould take Notice, 
that. theres are nat only fenfual, but fad 
Pleafures alſo, which Tranſport the Mind 
with Adaration, (though they do not 
Tickle the.Senſes) and give usa Veneration 
for thoſe Yertves, that exerciſe themſelves 
in Sweat:,, and Blood. All True Goods 
hold an Affivity and Friendſhip one with 
another; and they are Equal; but Falſe 
Ones have in them much of Vanity ; they 
are large, and Specious to the Eye ; buty 
upon Examination, they want weight; 
Now, though Vertues are all Alike, they 
may yet be dift inguiſhb'd into. Defreable, and 
Admirablez | Vertues of Patience, and of 
Delight : But, in the Matter of Common 
Accidents, there is not any thing which i 
truly worthy, either of our Jay, or of our 
Fear. For Reaſon is Immovable, and does 
not Serve, but Command our Senſes; What 
is Pleaſure, but a Low, and Brntiſh thing? 
Glory is Vain, and Volatile z Poverty only 

tohim that does not Reſiſt it ; Super- 
ition.is a Frantick Error, that Fears where 
tt ſhould Love; and Rudely Invades where 
+ it ſhould Reverentially Worthip. Death 
it ſelf is no Evil at all, but the Common 
Renefir, and Right. af Nature. There is 2 
great 
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 greatDifference,betwixt thoſe things which 
Kare Good in Common Opinion, and thoſe 
which are' ſo in Truth, and Effect : The 
prmer have the Name of Good thirigs, but 
nor the Propriety : They may befal © us, 
bur they do not Stick to us : And they may 
be taken away without either Pain to us, 
or Diminution. We may uſe them ;_ bur 
not Truſt in them; For, they are Only 
Depoſited ; and, they muſt, and will For- 
fake us. The only Treaſure is That,which 
Fortune has no Power over: And, the 
Greater it is,the Leſs Envy it carries along 
with it. . Let our Vices Die before us, and 
lerus Diſcharge our Selves of our Dear- 
bought Pleaſures,that hurt us, as well Paſt, 
wto Come; for, they are follow'd with 
Repentance, as well as our Sins. There's 
either Subſtance in them, nor Truth; for 
a Man can never be wary of Truth, bur 
there's a Satiety in Error. The Former is 
dways the ſame, bur the Latter is Var- us; 
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1 Yand, if a Man looks near it, he may fee 
uf | thronzh it. Beſide that, the Poſſeſſions of 
2X6 2 Wiſe Man are Maintain'd with Eaſe. He 
nat N hasno need of Embaſladors, Armies, and 


gt NCaftles; but, like God himſelf, he does his 
nly Elfneſs without either Noiſe, or Tamyult. 
Nay, there is ſomethihbg ſo Venerable, and 
ſacred in Vertue, that if we do but meer 
vith any thing like it, the very DZounterfeirt 
Pleaſes us. By the help of Philoſophy the 
Soul gives the ſlip to the Body, and Re- 
frees it ſelf in Heaven, Pleaſures, at beft; 
L1 - are 
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are Short liv'd; but the Delights of Vertue 


are Secure, and Perpetual. Only we muſt* 


Watch, Labor, and attend it our ſelves. 


For 'tis a Buſineſs, not to bedone by a 


Deputy. Nor is it properly a Vertue, to 
be a little better than the Worſt, Will 
any Man boaſt of his Eyes, becauſe they 
tell him that the Sun ſhines ? Neither is he 
preſently a Good Man, that thinks 11) of 
the Bad, For Wicked Men do That too; 
and *tis perhaps the Greateſt Puniſhment of 
Sin, the Diſpleaſure that it gives to the 
Author of it. The ſaddeſt Caſe of all is, 
when we become Enamour'd of our Ruine, 
and make Wickedneſs our Study. When 
Vice has got a Reputation, and when the 
Diſlolure have loſt the Only Good thing 
hey had in their Excelles, the Shame of 
Offending. And yet the Lewdeſt part of 
our Corruptions, is in Private, which, if 
any Body kad look'd on, we ſhould never 
have Committed. Wherefore,let us bearin 
our Minds the /dea of ſome great Perſon, 
for whom we have an Awful Reſpect; and 
his Authority will even Conſecrate the ve- 
ry Secrets of our Souls ; and make us, not 
only mend our Manners, and purifie our 
very Thoughts ; but in good time render 
us Exemplary to Others, and Venerableto 
cur Selves. If Scipio, or Lelius were but it 
our Eye, we ſhould not dare to Tranſgrels 
Why do we not make our ſelves then ſuch 
Perſons, as ia whoſe Preſence we dare not 
oltend ? 
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| We are moved at the Novelty of things, 
for want of Underſtanding the Realba 


DEM. 


F* E whole Subjeft of Natural Philoſo- 
A - py, falls under theſe Three Heads 
the Heavens, the Air, and the Earth. The 
Firſt Treats of the Nature of the Stars ; 
their Form,and Magnitude: The Subſtance 
of the Heavens; whether Solid. or not; 
ind whether they move of Themſelves, or 
be moved by any thing Elſe z whether the 
vtars be below them,or fixed in their Orbs: 
Inwhat manner the Sun divides the Seaſons 
of the Year : and the like, The Second 
Part Enquires into the Reaſon of things 
betwixt the Heayens and- the Earth ; as 
Clouds, Ram, Snow, Thunder, and what- 
ſbever the Air either Does, or Suffers. The 
Third handles matters that have a regard 
tothe Earth; as the difference of Soils, 
Minerals, Metals, Plants,Groves, &c. But, 
theſe are Conſiderations wholly foreign to our 
Purpoſe, in the Nature of them : though they 
muy be of wery Proper, and Pertinent Applt- 
c@1z0r, There is not any Man ſo Brutal, 
md ſo Groveling upon the Earth , but his 
Soul is rous'd, and carry'd up to higher 
Matters, and Thoughts, upon the Appea- 
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EPISTLES. 


rance of any New Light from Heaven, _ 


What can be more worthy of Admiration, 
than the Sun, and the Stars in their Cour- 
ſes, andGlory ? And yet ſo long as Na- 
ture goes on in her Ordinary way, there's 
no body takes Notice of them : But when 
any thing falls out beyond ExpeCtation,and 
Cuſtom , what a Gazing, Pointing, and 
Queſtioning, is there preſently about it? 
The yeople gather together, and are at 
their Wits End ;not ſo much at the Impor. 
tance of the Matter, as at -the Novelty, 
Every Meteor ſets Peopte agog to know the 
Meaning of it, and. what it Portends ; and 
whether it be a Star, or a Prodigy : So that 
it is worth the while to enquire into the 
Nature, and Philoſophy of theſe Lights, 
( though not the Buſinefs of this Place ) that 
by diCovering the Reaſon, we may over- 
come the Apprehenfion of therry, There 
are many things which we know to ven 
yet we know nothing at all of what they 
Are. It isnot the Mind that Moves us, and 
Reſtrains us? But, What that Ruling 
Power is we do no more underſtand, than 
Where it is. One will haveit tobe a Spi- 
rit : Another will have it to be a Divine 
Power : Some, only a Subtile Air ; Others, 
an Incorporeal Being ; and fome again will 
have it to be only Blood, and Heat. Nay, 
ſo far is the Mind from a PerfeCt underſtan- 
ding 6f Other things, that it is ſtill in ſearch 
of it Self. It is not long ſince we came to 


find out the Cauſes of Eclipſes: And = 
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EPISTLES, 
ther Experience-will bring mare things to 
Light, which are as yetin the Dark ; Bur, 


one Age is not ſufficient for ſo many Diſco- 
veries. It muſt be the Work of Sycceſlions, 


and Poſterity ; and the time will come, 
when we ſhall wonder that Mankind ſhould 
be ſo long Ignorant of things, that lay ſo 
and ſo ealie to be made Known, 

ruth is offer'd to all; But we mult yer 
content our ſelves with what's already 
found; and leave ſome Truths to be re- 
triy'd by After Ages. The Exact truth of 
things is only known to God ; but, it is yet 
Lawful for us to-Enquire, and to Conje- 
tare, though not with too much Confi- 
nee : Nor yet altogether without Hope, 

a the Firſt place however , let us Learn 
things Neceſlary ; and if we have any tine 
to ſpare, we may.apply it to Superfluities. 

Why do we trouble our ſelves abour: 
things which Poſſibly May Happen, and 
peradventure, Not? Let us rather proyide 
againſt thoſe Dangers that Watch us, and 
liein wait for us. - To Suffer Shipwrack, 
or to be Cruſh'd with the R pine of a Houſe, 
theſp are great Misfortynes, but they Sel- 
dom Happen. The Deadly, and the hour- 
ly danger that threatens Humane Life, is 

m One Man to Another. Other Cala- 
mities do Commonly give us Some War- 
ning : The Smoak gives us notice of a Fire; 
the Clouds bid us provide for a Storm ; bur 
Humane Malice has no Prognoſtick; and 
the Nearer jt is,the Fairer it Looks, There * 
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js no Truſt to Countenance'; we carry the 
Shapes of Men, and the Hearts of Beaſts, 
Nay, weare worſe than Beafts; for a Beaſt 


has only no Reaſon at all;* but the Other - 4 


is Perverted, and turns his. Reaſon to his 
Miſchief. Beſide that, all the Hurt which 
They'do, is out of Fear, or Hunger ; but 
Man takes delight in Deſtroying his Own 
Kind. From'the Danger we are in from 
Men, we may Confider our Duty to Them; 
and take Care that we neither Do, nor Suf- 
fer Wrong. It is but Humane, to be Trou- 
bled at the Misfortnnes of Another, and to 
Rejoice: at his Proſperkty. And, it is like- 
wiſe Prudent, to Bethink -our ſelves what 
we are to Do, and what weare to Avoid; 
by which means we may Keep our ſelves 
from being either Harm'd,, or Deceiy'd, 
The things that moſt Provoke One: Man to 
do hurt'to Another, are, Hope, Enyy, Ha- 
tred, Fear, and Contempt: but, Contempt 
is the ſlighreſt. * Nay, many Men have be- 
taken themſelves to it for their Security. 
Thereis nodoubt, but he that is Contemn'd, 
ſhall be Trod upon; bnt then his Enewny 
paſſes over him- as hot worthhis Anger. 
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Every Man is the Avtificer of his Own Fortune. 
- Of Juſtice, and Injuſtice. 


T HE ſhort of the Queſtion betwixt you 
.& andme, Is This; Whether a Man had 
better part with Himſelf, or ſomething elſe that 
belongs to him? And, it is Eaſily Reloly'd, 
in all Competitions betwixt the Goods of 
Senſe, and Fortune; and thoſe of Honor, 
and Conſcience. Thoſe things which all 
7 | Men Covet, arebut Specious Outſidesz and- 
there's nothing in them of Subſtantial Satiſ- 
fattion. Nor is there any thing ſo Hard, 
and Terrible in the Contrary, as the Vul- 
_ gar Imagine ; only the word Calarniry, has 
an [1] Reputation in the World : and the 
very Name is more grievous than the Thin 
i Self, What have I to Complain of, if 
can tarn that to a Happine(s, which others 
Count a Miſery? A Wiſe Man either Re- 
pets, or Elects, as he ſees the Matter before 
im; without Fearing the 11] which he Re- 
kts, or Admiring what he Chaſes. He is 
never Surpriz'd; but in the midſt of Plen- 
ty he prepares for Poverty ; as a Prudeiit 
Prince does far War, in the Depth of 
Peace. Our Condition is Good enough, if 
| we make the Beſt on't ; and our Felicity is 
T. In our own Power. Things that are Adven- 
| —_ I 4 tiriOns, 
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— Where Laws are Negletted, Corruptions 


titious, bave no Effeft upon bim that Studjes | 
10 makg ſure of his Happineſs within Himſelf. | 
Every Man thonld ſtand upon his Guard | * 
againſt Fortyne< ang] to-take moſt heed to Þ 
himſelf, when fhe ſpeaks him Faireſt. All 
the Advantage ſhe gets upon us, 1s at Uny 
awaresz whereas he that is Provided for 
her, and ſtands the Firſt Shock, carries the 
Day. *It is not with Common: Accidents of 
Life, as with Fire, and Sword, that Burn, 
and Cur; all alike z but Misfortunes work 
more or leſs, according to the Weakneſs, 
or Reſohution of the Patient. He that 

rieves for the Loſs of Caſual Comforts, 
ſhall never want Occaſion of Sorrow. We 
ſay Commonly, That every Man has bis weak, 
fide : Bur give me leave to tell you, That 
be that Maſters One Vice, may Maſter all 
theReſt. He that ſubdues Avarice, may 
Conquer Ambition. Is it not for Pniloſo- 
phy to Excuſe Vices. The Patient has little 
Hope of Health, when the Phyſician pre- 
ſcribes Intemperance : Though | know, on 
the. other ſide, that he that does any thing 
above the Ordinary,does but ſet up himſelf 
for a Mark to Malevolence, and Envy, 


muſt Inevitably be Introduc'd : for the Au- 
thority of Vertue is Shaken. And what 
are Laws but only Precepts mingled with 
Threats? with This Difference, that the 
Former Deterr us from Wickedneſs, and 
the Latter Adviſe us to Vertue. A Pre- 
amble, mgthinks, Derogates ſroar the Hoe 
"2 nqur 
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* nourof aLaw,which ought to be Short,and 
.&. Clear 3 and to Commiand, without Suffe- 
'F ring any Expoſtulation. It is a Flat, and 
K 2 an ll thing, a Law with a Prologue. Let 

me only be told my Duty, and I am not to 
Diſpute, bur to Obey. 
If I have not acquitted my ſelf of my Laſt 
" Promiſe to you ; know,thatin all Promiſes,. 
f there is a Tacit Reſerve; 1f 1 Caz; If I 
Quebt ;, or, If things Continue in the ſame 
k State : Sp. that by the Change of Circum- 
ſtances, 1 am diſcharg'd of my Obligation. 
t l know very well the Borids of Juſtice ; and 
I yet the Practices of the World to the Con- 
Ee trary. There are no- greater ExaCters of 
h Faith, than the Perfidious ; no greater Per- 
at ſkcutors of Falſhood, than the Perjurious. 
ll He that loves his Neighbor's Wife, 'and 
y for that very Reaſon, becauſe ſhe is another 
d- Maſ's, Locks np his Own. The Wicked- 
neſs of qther Men we have always in our 
e- | Eye, but we caſt our own over our. Shoul- 
Jn ders. A Worſe Father Chaſtiſes a Better 
ng Son : He that Denies Nothing to his Own 
elf | Luxury, will Pardon Nothing in Another 
Y. Man's. A Tyrant is offended at Blood- 
0$ ſhed ; the Sacrilegious Puniſhes Theft, and 
u- | tbe greater part of the World Quarrels ra- 
ther with the Offender, than with the Of- 
fence. It is very Rare, that either the Joy, 
ort c of an Eſtate Injuriouſly got- 
| nues Long. Men go together by 


bout the Booty, and we pay dear 
rn of Little Value. We liye _ | 


EPISTEES: 


die, Lugging one another, Breaking one 
anothers Reſt, and our Lives are without 
Fruit, and without Pleaſure. Juſtice is a'. 


Natural Principle. I muſt Live Thus with ; 


my Friend, Thus with my Fellow-Citizen, 
Thus with my Companion. [And why ? 
ons 'tis Juſt; not for deſign,or Reward: 
For it is Vertue' it ſelf, and nothing Elſe, 
that pleaſes us. There is no Law Extant 
- for keeping the Secrets of a Friend, or for 
not breaking Faith with an Enemy. And 
yet there's Juſt Cauſe of Complaint, if 2 
Body betraies a Truſt. If a Wicked Man 
call upon me for Money that I owe him; I'll 
make no Scruple of Pouring it into the Lap 
of a Common Proſtitute , if ſhe be appoin- 
ted to Receive:it. | For my Buſineſs 1s to 
Return the. Money, not to Order him how 
he ſhall Diſpoſe of it. I muſt pay it, upon 
Demand, to a Good Man, when it is Ex- 
ient 5 and to' a Bad, when he Calls 
or't. . | RN 
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EPIST. XIV. 


Of Truſt in Friendſhip. Prayer z and Bs 


daily Exerciſe. 


Here are Some People, t 
thing goes Croſs with the 

of a quality only fit for the Ear of 
Out. it goes ata Venture tothe Next 
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EPISTLES. 


* Others again are ſo ſuſpicious, and ſo ob- 
- Rinately Cloſe,that they will rather Periſb, 
_. ttantruſt the beſt Friend they have with it 3 


They are, Both of them, in the Wrang, 


. only the one 1s the better-natur!d - Error, 


and the Other the Safer. Now, as to the 
Truſt of a Friend : there are many Inno- 
cent things, which, in their own Nature, 
way ſeem to be Priyacies, and which Cu- 
ſom has ever Reputed So; in which Caſes, 
there is place enough: for the Offices of 
Friendſhip, in the mutual Communication 
of our moſt Secret Cares, and Counſels, 
But yet weare ſoto govern our ſelves, that 
even an Enemy ſhould not. turn our Acti- 
ons to Reproach. For, an Honeſt Man lives 
not to the World, . but to his own Conſci- 
ence. .: There is a Certain Softneſs of Na- 
ture, and Spirit, that: Steals upon a Man, 
and, like Wine, or Love, draws all things 


fromhim. No Man will either Conceal, 


or Tell, all that he Hears. But he that 
tells the Thing, will hardly conceal the 
Author :: ſo that it paſſes from One to 
Another ; And: That which was at firſt a 
Secret, does preſently become a Rumor, 


For This, and for many other Reaſons, we 


ſhould ſer a Watch upon our Lips ; and at- 
tend the more uſeful, and neceſſary Work 
of Contemplation. The Firſt Petition that 
we argto make to God Almighty, is for 4 
Good WF /cience : The Second, for: Health 
of 3n2; and. Then, of Body, There are 
ſome things which we directly wiſh oy 
25% THfRRT | oy; 
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Joy, Peace, and the like: Some that we 
Pray for, only in Caſe of Neceſlity : as Pa 
tience in Pain, or Sickneſs, &c. 

that Concern our External Behaviour, as 
Modeſty of Countenance, Decency of Mo- 
tion, and ſuch a Demeanor, as may become 
a Pradent Man. Many things may be Com- 
modious ;z that is to fay, they may be of 
more Uſe than Trouble; and yet not Sim- 
ply Good. Some things we have for Ex- 
erciſe, others for Inſtruftion, and Delight. 
'Theſe things belong to us only as we are 
Aen, but not as we are Good Men. Some 
things ſerve to Correct, and Regulate our 
Mannersz Others, to Enquire into the 
Nature, and Original of them. How ſhall 
we know what a Man is todo, if we do not 
ſearch into his Nature, and find ont what is 
beft for him, and whart he is to Avoid, and 
what to Parſue ? Humanity not only keeps 
vs from being Proud, and Covetous, but 
it makes us Aﬀable, and Gentle, in our 
Words, Actions, and Aﬀections. We 
have no Precepts from the Liberal Arry, 
neither for This, nor for Sincerity, Inte- 
grity of Manners, Modeſty, Frugality ; na 
nor for Clemency it ſelf ; That makes us as 
Tender of Anothers Blood,as of our Own, 
and diſtinguiſhes Mer in Society, from Beaſts 
of Prey. Some People are ever Complain- 
ing of the [niquity of the Times : þ: let 


no Man depend upon the GoqdneWlaf: his 
Cauſe, but rather upon the Firmnds of his 
Courage 3 There may be farce, or Bribery ; 

Yo I yould 
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EPISTLE S. 


 T would hope the Beſt, but preparefor the 
Worſt, What if | have ſerv'd an Ungrate-._ 
- full Intereſt, and Suffer'd wrongfully ? An 
© Honeſt Manis more Troubled for the Inju- 


ſtice of a Severe Sentence, than for the 
Cruelty of it : and that his Country bas 


- done an Il] thing ; rather than that he him- 
ſelf ſuffers it. 1f he be Baniſh'd, the ſhame - 


is not His, but the Authors of it. He 
Tempers his Delights, and his Affliftions, 
and ſays to himſelf, That if our Joys can- 
not be Long, neither will our Sorrows. 
He is Patient in his Own Misfortunes 
without Envy at the Advantages of his 
Neizhboxr. His Vertue is Bolder in the Op- 
poſition of Ill things, than Tyranny it ſelf 
can be in the /mpoſing of them. This is ra- 
ther to tell you what you do already, than 
what you ſhould do. Go on, as you have 
begun, and make haſt to be Perfect : But 
take Notice, that the Mind is to be now and 
then Unbent ; a Glaſs of Wine, a Journey, 
a Mouthful of Freſh Air relieves it : But 
then there's a Difference betwixt a Remiſ- 
kon, anda Dillglution. Without Exerciſe 
a Dull Tamor Invades us ; and it is Re- 
markable, that Men of Brawny Arms, and 
Broad Shoulders, have commonly Weak 
Souls. Some Exerciſes are ſhort, and Gen- 
tle, and ſet the Body Right preſently. 
Bur, whatever we do, let us return quickly 
tothe Mind ; for That muſt not lie ldle. 
A little Labour ſerves it; and it works in 
all Seaſons; in Summer , Winter + Od 
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Age ; Nothing hinders it. And, to make 


it more Valuable, it is every day -better | 
\ than- Other. Not that I would have you | 


rpetually Poring upon a Book neither; 
bee allow your ſelf ſeaſonable Reſpites,and 
to't again. A Couch, or a Walk, does 
your Body Good, without Interrupting 
your Study : For you may Diſcourſe, D- 
ate, Read, Hear, at the fame time. Now 
though the Exerciſes be Laudable , and 
Healthful ; yet the Maſters of theny are for 
the moſt part of Lewd Example. They di- 
vide their Lives betwixt the Tavern and 
the Hot-houſe ; and a Swingeing Debauch 
is 2 good days work with them. Bur, how 
apt we are to ſet Bounds to Others, and 
none to our Selves; and to obſerve their 
Warts, when our own Bodies are Cover'd 
with Ulcers ; What is more Ordinary,thatt 
for People to Reverence , and Detelt the 
Fortunarte, at the ſame time, even for Do- 
ivg thoſe things which they themſelves 
wonld do, if they Could ? There might be 
fome Hope of our Amendment,if we would 
but Confeſs our Faults; as.a Man muſt be 
awake that tells his Dream. Fhere are 
fome Diſeaſes which are abſolutely Hope- 
kefs, and paſt Cure; but they may yet be 
Palliated ; and Philoſophy, if it cannot 
help in One Caſe, it may in Another. To 
2 Manin a Fever, a Gentle Remiſſioit' is 4 
Degree of Health, and ir is ſomething, if 
a Man be not perfectly ſound, to be yet 
more Curable. _ But, we are loath a” - 
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- the Pains of Attending our Own- buſineſs : 
'$ WeleadtheLife in the World, that ſome 
8 Lazy People do in a Market, that ſtand ga- 
'* ping about them, without either Buying, 


or Selling. We ſlip our Opportunities; 


. andif they be not catch'd in the very Nick, 


they are Irrecoverably-Loſt. 
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'EPIST. XV. 


The Danger of Flattery ; and in what Ca- 
ſes a Man may be allow'd to Commend 
himſelf 4 


D Emetrius was wont to ſay, That  Knar 
very was the Ready way to Riches ; and 
that the Caſting off of Vertue,was the Firſt 
Step to Thriving inthe World. Study buc 


_ theArt of Flarrery, ( which is now adays fo 


acceptable, that a Moderate Commenda- 
tion paſſes for a Libel. ) Study That Art, 
(1fay ) and you ſhall do your Buſineſs, 
without Running any Riſque upon the Seas, 
or any hazards of Merchandizing, Husban- 
dry, or Sutes at Law. There is not one 
Man of a Million that is Proof againſt an 
Artificial Flatterer ; but ſomething or 0- 
ther will Stick, if we do but give him the 
Hearing. Nay, we like him well enough, 
though we ſhake him off, and the Quarrel 
is calily Recancil'd. We. ſeem to _— 
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him, but we do not ſhut the Door againſt 

him; or if we do, it is but as a Miſtreſs 
will do ſometime upon her Servant , She © 
world be well h content to be Hinder d; © 
and take it much better yet, to have it brokg 


oper, Belide that, a Man lies Commonly 
moſt Open where he is attack'd. How 
ſhamefully are great Men Fawn'd upon by 
their Slaves ; and inur'd to Fulſome Prat- 
ſes? When the Only buſineſs of thoſe, that 
call themſelves Friends, is to try, who can 
moſt Dextrouſly deceive his Maſter. For 
want of knowing their own Strength, they 
believe themſelves as Great, as their Para- 
fites Repreſent them: And venture upon 
Broils, and Wars, to their Irreparable 
Deſtruction. They break Alliances, and 
Tranſport themſelves into Paſſions, which, 
for want of better Counſels, hurry them on 
to Blood, and Confuſion. They purſue 
every wild Imagination as a Certainty, and 
think it a greater Diſgrace to be Bent, than 
to be Broken. | Tney ſer up their Reſt up- 
on the Perpetuity of a Tottering Fortune, 
till they come at laſt to ſee the Ruine of 
themſelves, and their Poſleſſions ; and too 
late, to Underſtand , that their Misfor- 


. Tunes, and their Flatteries were of the ſame 


Date. There is a Sparing, and a Crafty 
Flattery, that looks like Plain-Dealing. 
Bot all Flatteries are words of Courſe, and 
he that Receives them will give them.Nay, 
let it be never ſo ſhameleſs, a Man takes all 


ro himlelf, though his very Conſcience 


gives 
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gives him the Lye. Cruelty ſhall be Tran- 

Kfhated Mercy ; Extortion and Oppreflion 
-F-ſhall be called Liberaliry : Luſt, and Glut- 
"I tony, to the Higheſt Degree in the World; 

hall be magnify'd for Temperarice. Now, 
What hope.is there of his Changing 
Retter, that values himſelf for the beſt of 


for the 


Men already 3 The ſtroke of an Arrow 
Convirc'd Alexander, that he was not the 
Son of Fwpiter, but a Mortal Man. And 
thus ; -upon. the Experiment of Humane 
Frailty, ſhould every Man fay to himſelf, 
Am not | fad ſometimes, and tortur'd be- 
wwixt Hope and Fear? Do I not - Hanker 
after Vain- Pleaſures? He that is not: yet 
fatisfy'd, is not fo good as he ſhould be: 
The words of Flatterers, and Paraſites ſel- 
dom Die in the Hearing ; and when they 
have gain'd admittance, they grow more 
and-more upon you 5; and ſhortly they'll 
tell you, that Yerrwe, Philoſophy, and Fu- 
ſize; are but Empty Sounds. Let every 
Man Live while he may, and make the beſt 
of the. Preſent : And not Govern himſelf 
@'a rate, as if he were to keep a Diary for 
his Father... What Madnef$is it; to enrich | 
a Man's Heir, and ſtarve Himlſetf; and ro 
turna Friend into an Enemy. For, his'Joy. 
willbe propoytion'd-rowhatyou leave him. 
Never trotible your ſelf tor 'theſe ſuperfiu- 
ous Cenfors.of other Mens Lives, and Ene- 
mies of their Own. Thele Pedagogves of 
Mankind'are not worth your Care, Theſe 
ae the Poople thas draw us-from our P-x 

M m rents, 


BPISTLBS 


reats,; and CONutrys © our Friends; and @s 
ther Neceſſary D I 
I would nether be be decoin'd my. ſelf, nor; 
Deceive Orhersz, but, if a Man cannat” 
Live-without it, let him Commend him- 
ſelf, and fay thus. 1 have apply'd wy Self 
10 Liberal Studies, theugh both t Prory of 
my Condition,and my own Reaſon guight racker 
hav pt me upon the Making of my Fortune] 
_gyons Proof , that all Min =o C 
«% Crodneſe - Wa, I have Hare! my 
of my Famil the Emnes 
Fertne. nic her; fr jus ec 'd my Faith wt En 
rremities , and I haueventur'd my Life fort. 
1 have never Spoken one Word con trary te my 
Confeience, and I have been mere Sellicwon fit 
my Friend, than for my ſelf :' 1 never mak 
any Baſe Submiſſions Rog Man, and I ban 
never done any thing Unuortby of 4 2 


and of an Honeſt Man. My Mind 1 rai 
Jo much above alt Dangers, that I have 
fter'd all Hazards; and I bleſs my ſelf is 
Providence which gave me that Experiment of 
_ Vertue : Far it was not fit, o—_— 
greas 4 Glory ſhould come Cheap 
nat ſo _— S deliberate, roy on 
{gon ſom of ms or 1 for it. 
my Ground, wt haut la ying wvialent band 
oper ay ps yo Cape the Calgnla 5 Jv Ont the Powe 


to ſuch 4 _ that to Nw 

was accompred « Mercy. . And wi) 
in my Honeſty, ta ſnew, tha 1 was 
do niore than Die yay t, My a” 
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ow ſe 5 Cornrtrous and Aﬀabte ro my Ons, 
nd 7 heve ever paid 4 Reſyett, and Rove. 
rewce 1» #4y Berrers. Aﬀeet all; What 1 
have £id, is cicher True, or Falfe 7 If 
True, 1 have Commendet my ſelf before 2 
Gree Witneſs, my ownConſelevee 3 If Falſe, 
Iam Ridicatoos, without atiy 'Witnefs at 
all, Let every Man retire inf himfelf ; 
For the Oid, the Young, Men, Women, 
and Children, they are all Wicked: Not 
erety One only, or a Few, 'But there is a 
General Confpiracy in Evil, We ould 
therefore Fly the World, withdraw into 
our Selves ; and in foine fort ayoid even 
que ſelves too. 
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EPIST; XVL 


A General Diffubnion of Manner: ; with s 
Fo Cenſure of Corrnpe Magiſtrares, 


THE Corruptioit of the Preſent Tinies 
" te mona Comphme of af 
Bog has rk gy R gy 

: Not conſidering that the Wick- 
tte of the World is always the Fine, as 
| of it thowght ir muy Change 

Faces : and Vaty 4 lictle in the 

Mm 2 Matter 


x 

> 
y- 04 
ve 


\Corrupred with Gifis, ahi when the' buntr of 
Lo Was #t the bright; ever lid 

have njon any Unlawful G atv: 1 heve hed 
" demperate in my Diet ;, | 
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Matter. One while Whoring is in Faſhion _ 4 
Another while Gluttony:: To day, Exceſs 
in Appatel; and more Care; -of the Body © 


than of the Mind : To morrow comes up 
the Humor. of Scoffing ;-. and after That; 
| a Vein of Drinking ; when he 
hall be accompred the Bravelt Man, that 
makes himſelf the vericſt Beaſt. This Pro- 
ſtitute Looſeneſs'of Manners, makes way 
for Seditzon, 'and Cruelty. . Under Tibe- 
ris, the Plague of your Delatores, or In- 
formers,' was worſe than. any Civil War. 
It was an Age, wherein the Words of Men, 
in their Cups; the moſt Jnnocent Raille- 
ries, and lngenious Freedoms of Conver- 
fation, were made: Capital;:.; When it was 
Oper: to.be Honeſt, and only Profits 
ble to be Vicious. And notonly 1] Things, 
bur Vice it ſelf was both Commended, and 
Preferr'd ; for all Inſolencies, when they 
come to be Exemplary, they pretend to be 
Lawful. Authority 1n Sin, is an lncentive 
to it : And,.it js at leaſt ah Excuſe, if not 
a Warrant, to Tranſgreſs, after Great Ex- 
ample.. Belide that, we are prone enough 
to do Amils,.even of. our Selves, without 
Either a Leader , or a Companion. Bur, it 
is a Malevolenrt fort of Co ,that w 
Men take in the Number of the Wicked. 
The worſt of all is This; That wheres 
in Other Caſes tte People are'Aſham'd.of 
their Errors, in that of Life, they are De 
lighted with-them, and fo become lncurs- 
ble. The Pilot takes no pleaſure in Ru 
- 1 pung 
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the Loſs of his Clients Cauſes Bat, on the 


Theft ;' and never troubles-himſelf for the 
" Fault, bur for the Miſcarriage, . He makes 


The Queſtions, . who ſhall be. moſt Imp 
and leſs ſhame: - Sobriety, and Conſcience, 
we become Fooliſh;,and Scandalous things ; 
and, it is half che Reliſh of our Luſts,thac 
they are commitred in-the Face of the Sun. 
Innocency is not only Rare, but Loſt: And: 
Mankind is enter*d'into a Sort of Confede- 
mcy again Verge. To re Sarees of In- 

teſtine Wars 5 Fathers, and Sons in Lea 

_ one another ; Poyſon'd Fountains, 
roops in ſearch of tlie Banifh'd, and pro- 
ferib'd Priſons cram'd with Worthy Men, 
Cities Demoliſh'd 5 Rape, and Adultery: 
Authoriz'd 3 Publick Perjuriesand Frauds; 
eViolation of Common Faith:;'and all rhe 
Bonds of Humane Society Cancell'd. Adul- 
tety is the oy way to Wedlack; and Mar- 
to a Single. Life again, For; Parting 
Condition of it, For, They:Divorce, 
kd Marry'; and they Marry to be Divorc'd. 
That which they often talk,. and hear of; 
they caſily'do. © What ſhame can there be 
bf locontinence, when Modeſty is become 
®Reproach; and when it is the Mode for 
| Mm 3 every 
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= nmg upon a Ratk ; nor the Phyſician in the” 
Death of His Patient ; nor the Advocate itt / 


"ether ſide, the /Criminal''Rejoices in his. 
Uncleanneſs, in his Ambition; 'and ' in his” 
Infamy the Reward of Lewdneſs,and 'values- 
himſelf —_ bis Excel -4n-fll-doing. 
ous; we have every day, worſe Appetites,- 


Jus, 


336 


of Two, beſide Hymbagd * *T'j 


EPISTLES: 
ife to provide her Self 5 
every Wite Sho 's 


thing to think of ever g thoſe": 
, that $nd both Advantage, and 

Repucation i iy their Wickedneſs. 
Wold eny Man'ever have imagi gin'd;thar 
Clodins ſponld have come off by Bri Brivry, for 
and Profa- 


De INI iff of Ceſar, | 
ning the Pu Vows for the Safzty ofthe: 


People? But, the Judges were Corrupted; 
and not only with Money, bue the Bo- 
of Young Mev, and-Women\ So that - 
his Abſglution/was fouler than his Crime 
The Brive was. Adwtery,/ 23 well 2s the of 
fence; ard he;bad no wa _ 'be Safe, nll 
he bad madehis Judges like himſelf. New 
the Wamart:you have « AMird10 (lays he!) 
and you ſhall have ber. And-whin you have 
Committed. the: Sin, Condenw! is 'if you dee, 
ae ear gy op ard rhe Pine, and ſbe ſhe 
Is you; Nay, the: Praftice was 
{0 that the Bench deſir'd a Guard of 
the Senate,.to ſecure them: from the Peo? 
ple. the Sentende Was given, he 
was 20 Ady}terer ; in the 
Cauſe, hewas a Pander, and this voy ofÞ E 


Of the Dees. i.-'A' Luft, - 
{par'd not tAlcar, and p | 


any. 

npuniſh'd ; and the Reſotntion was} 
That, wirboat” being an Adxlterer be could 
mar x be fetror. Nor is it likely, x —_— 
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*.C ation was one - Jots honeſter than 
heir ' Sentence : Theſs things have been 

| ic, and will be done. , Diſcipline, and 
"Fear, my. Reſtrain the Licence of the Ped 

ple ; buc, it is not to be thooght,, that 
they will ever be good of their own' Ac- 
cords: But; let ns not yet ſpeak of Luxy- 


Q G, x: p 
"I. » 4 - + 
®.% MB a Me. -'- 

, wa >s 


Lond 
kad 


” | ry, 04 Diſſolution, a5 the Vices of tha 
ws! which, /in truth, are only the ; Vices 
n {the Mew, The Practices of our times 


are: Moderate, compar'd-wich thoſe, when. 
the Delinquent pleaded Nor Gmilty to the 
Bench, and the Bench confels'd it ſelf Gm/- 
t.t0 the Delinquent 3 2nd when one Adult. 
was  excus'd by.. her. In thoſe 
ys it paſs'd for great Piety, not to be 
very Impions. He that Gave moſt, Car- 
ry'd the Cauſe ;, and 'tis but according to 
the Laws of Nations, for him that Buys, to 
Sell. And, it is to be Noted, that a Man 
may be as Covetous of Getting, what he 
intends to ſquander away,a3-if he werEta 
hoard it up. - The Comemprt of Poverty 
in Others, and the Fear' of it In our Selves. 
Unmerciful Oppreſſions, and Mercenary 
Magiftrates, are the Common Grievaniteg- 
of x Licenious Goyernmeht. The Baths, 
and the Theatres, are Crowded, when the 
Temples, and the Schools are Empty ; for 
Men mind their Pleaſures, morethan their 
Manners. All Vices gain upon us by the 
Promiſe of Reward Avarice promiſes Mo- 
wy; Luxury Senſual Satisfaftion ; Ambi« 
tion promiſes Preferment, and Power. And 
| Mm 4 iT 
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BPISTLEY. F 
it is rio excuſe to ſay; that-a Man is not Ve4 
ry Covetous z- a/Lirtle Ambitious, 'Chole- 
rick,. Inconſtant, Luſtful; 'and the Like: 
He berter have one Great Vice, 'than a Y- 
Spice of all Little ohes. We ſay Com- 
monly, that a Fool has all ſort-of Vices in 
hiim'4 that is-to ſay, he is Free from none: 
Bnet they do not all Appear i iandhe is 


more Prone to Of, than'to- Another. One 


is given'to Avarice 3 *Another ro Luxury; 
4 Third to Wantotneſs; Bur we are not 
yet to ask the Stoicks, if Achilles be a Co- 
ward; Ariſftides, Unyuſt ; Fabiu# , Raſh; 
AMucins, a Traitor; Camillus,' a Deſerter; 
We do not ſay, thiat al Viees are in «# Men 
43 ſome are in Some” Particulars, s 


”- _— I” 


EPIST. XVIL 

The Original of all Men, is the Same ; and 
' Vertue us the only Nobility, . There i 4 
. Tendernefs due to Servants, 


T is not well done, to be ſtill murmy- 
ring agfinſt> Nature, and. Fortune, as if 

iz were Their Unkindneſs that-makes You 
Inconſiderable;whenir is only by your Qwi 
Weakneſs that yqu make your Self ſo: For, 
it is Vertue, not Pedegree,” that renders 4 
Man either Valuable, or Happy. Philoſo- 
phy does not either Reject, or Chuſe any 
Man for his Quality. Sogrates was no #4 


frician; 
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ceriicien 3 Clcamberybat an Vivder Giareaghary 
| Neither did iPlo Dignity Philoſophy by. 
his Birth, but by his Goo thele 
*- Worthy Men are our Progenizor: ; ; if. we 


+4 


will but. dp our ſelves the Henor to become 
their Diſaplet. - The Qriginal of all May-, 
kind was tbe Same ;. apd,jtiig only aClear, 
Conſcience; that makes ,any; Man. Noble; 
For,: That- derives event;:frpm Heaven; it 
ſelf.; It js the Saying of: a Great'Man,,Thax, 
if we could-4race ovr-Deſcents, we ſhoyld 
find 8U :blayes to comefrom-Princes, and, 
all;Princes from Slaves... Bug: 


 eurn'd all things Toply: Taryys in 3 long 
Certain, 


Story of <tr Ky BS god 

ct out:Beginning had nething Before ;7 
Loy our | ; Anceſtors el onjy of. them 
Splendid, others Sordid,; as; it. happend, 
We -baveloſt the Memorials of our Extra- 
Rian, and. truth, it-gatters not whence 
we Came, but whithex yyeg; Go. Nor is, 
it anymore to: our Honor, the Glory of 
our Predecefiars,than it is 2& Their Shame, 
the: Wickedneſs. of their Poſterity, We 
are-all : of ; ps, compos'd, of the Same Ele- 
ments; why ſhould, wg, then value our 
ſelves upen guy Nobility efBlood, as if we 
were not.all of us Equal, i&-we could but re- 
cþver. our Evidence 7 But;; when we can 
carry. itno farther,the Herauld provides us 
fome- Herorts ſupply the Place. of an Illu- 
ſtrious/Qriginal ; and there's the Riſe: gf 
Armes, and Families, Fora Man toſpend 
his Life in purſuit of a Tile, that ſerves 
| oaly 
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raps is:below a Wiſe Man's \Bulineſs. 
w6 Exceedingly, to underſtand | 
byralfchs tome ue of your Quarters, that 
Nelf humanely, and ten- 
ood pro rh your Servants. -It-is'the Parc 
of a Wiſe, and-of-a- Good Man to deal 
with his Inferior, as he woald have his 
ag perior deal-with him : For Servants are 
ror only Ment; \but”'a'-kind of Humble 
;” and'Fortuac has as more Power 


honey that! over their Maſters : And 


he that duly cotifiders, how: rv 

Jaye cothe ts'be Maſtets, and 
Maſters to be Sefvants, wilt layino great 
Streſs of Argiitneiit,” either upon''the One; 
6r- upon! the Other; Some aſe 'their Ser- 
Vas worſe than Beaſts, in Skiviſh Atten- 
pegs Feder gs _ and- [their 
ome are O þ cy 

prom to- Seafon z and "£66 

Turns of Pornp, and Laxary, - S——_ 
Barbarons to make it-almoſt Ca- 
pital, for  Seryant only to Cough, Sneeze; 
Sigh, 'or but wag his Live, while) he is in 
waiting ; ' ad, x@ keep him the whole 
Night, Mute: and Faſting Yer ſs it comes 
£0 'paſs, that They ''that” dare not ſpeak 
 Fefore their Maſters, will not forbear tal- 
king' Of them ;' and "thoſe, on the- other 
* fide, that were allow'd « Modeſt Freedom 
ef Speech in th in their Maſters Entertainments, 
moſt obſtirately ſilent wpon'the Tor- 


fire, Tatherthaw they would betray w_ 
Vino ut 


only when he dics, to farniſh-oat an. Epi | i 
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1 : Tx live as if a Servant 'were not made 
the fame Materials with his Maſter, 
Breath-the ſame Air; or to Live; 


At 


” Dic,..under. the Same Cndichong)? Ir: is 
yorthy:of Obſervation, that the moſt Im- 

jous Maſters over their-own Servants 
Are; at the ſame _ the moſt” Abject 


Slaves to the Servants 


other Maſters. -1 


will not diſtinguiſh 'a Servant by his Office; 
but by his. Mamers: The One is the work 
of Fortune; the other'of-Vertue. ' Bit; we 


Jook only 


Merit.. 


=_ Dig 


his Cloths, or- 


ro his Quality;”and not't "his 


Why ſhoutd: not a brave :Ation 


the Condition of a Seryant, 


the Condition :of s Servant Le 
Bore end 1 would not value wo 


Degree, any nfore ar 


would do a Horſe”"for 'his Trap 


what if he be a Servant? {hew'm 


that js. not ſo; to his Luſts, his Races 6 
his Ambition, his Palate, fo his-Onean? 


+ Bay, ts other Mens Servants; and we are 


all of-us Servants to Fear -- Infotent we are, 
many of us, at Home, .Sexvile,, and Deſpi- 


ſed Abr 


be trawp! 


ry? Add, 


3 and- none afe 


ote Liable to 


led upon, than thoſe. that have 
tter'® habit of Giving Aﬀronts, by Suf- 
ering ther. . What matters it how man y 
Maſters we have, when 'tjs but. one ns, þ 


whoſoever \Contemns That, 


perfectly Free, let his' Maſters be never 
That" Man is ofy Free, nor. whom 

Fornn6kes # Little Power over, but over 

whom the! has wort mr ak; Which State of 


Liberty 


BEISTLES _ 
Liberty.is an lveftimable. Good, when we! 


delire Notlung; that is'either Soperfluous,” | k 
- or Vicious. They are'Aſſes that are made'- * j- 


fqr:Borthen, and.-not: the Nobler fort of 
Horſes.--In the Civil Wars, betwixt Ceſar, 
and.. Pompey , the Queſtion was not, who 
ſhonld be Slaves, or Free, but who ſhould 
Maſter. Ambition is the ſame thing in 
Private that itis-in Publick ; and the Du- 
ties are cffetually-the ſame, betwixt the 
Maſter -of a Kingdom; and the Maſter of a 
4h As I would: treat ſome Servants 
Minds Becauſe they. are Worthy; and O- 
hers, to, make thamſd ; fo:on the Other 
de,1 would have a Servant to Revevence 
er.z- and rather-to Love: him,.than 
oO bim.. Some there; are, that think this 


too-little for a:Maſter;though it.is all that 
We pay, even. to God himſelf. - Fhe Body 

it p98 h0ght, Dc but 
oy Free. - 8 1 
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| We are Juſter to Men, than to God. Of 
Life, and Death, of Good, and Evil. - 


T is without Diſpute, that the Loſs of a 
I Friend is one of the greateſt ;: Trials of 
amane Frailty z and no Man jsiſo much 
exalted above the ſenſe of that Calamity, 
25 not to be affefted with it; And ag a 
an 
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5 {q - Man bears it Bravely,. they cry, he has no 
i Senſe of Picty, or Good Narnurein him ; if he 
-F- ſink under it, they call him Effeminate : fo 


"FE thac be lies doth ways under a Reproach. 


' But, what's the Groundof your Tronble, 
' I beſeech you, but that he might bave Liv'd 


Longer, in reſpett of bis years; and, in ef- 
felt. that _— t0- hows ane ſo, in regard 
of bis Uſefulneſs ro the Warld? 1 *catmot 
but wonder to ſee, that a Perſon ſo Juſt, 
and ſo Temperate in all his Dealings with 
Men, and in Buſineſs, ſhonld fo exceeding- 
ly forger himſelf in this Point. Bur you 
have in Excuſe of this Error , the Failings 
of the-whole World with:you for Compa- 
ny. For even thoſe: that - are the 'moſt 
{crupulonſly Conſcientious - toward Men, 


are yet Unthankful, and Injurious to- Pro- . 


vidence.. k | 

It is not the Number'of Days that makes 
a Life Long, but the Full Employment of 
them, upon the -main' End, and Purpoſe of 
Life; -whichis, the PerfeCting of the Mind, 


in making a. Man the Abſolute Maſter of 


Himſelf, "1 reckon the Matter of Age a- 
mong External things, the main point is 
ro Live, and Die, with Honor. Every 
Man thas Lives, is upon the way,and muſt 
go through with his Journy, without ſtop- 
ing, till he comes at the End : And where- 
ever it. ends, if it ends well, it is a Perfedt' 
Life. There is an Invincible Fate, that- 


attends all Mortals; and, one Generation 


is' condemn'd to tread 'upen the Heels of 
y2'23 : another 


373 


ns br ca et 7 TY - CID My NES ns Is COT NEVE" x bs PS I INPY 
: + Th LW ie ated 2 FRO ES as baked T0 Os Me” s ped . * "hp. be 
4 ir k 
- - 41 


bo; Tuke amy from Life,che hom; FF 


er of xr *r3s a ſlavery, AS Calign 


Ia was paſling upon the way, an Old wan E K 
that was 2 Pri oner,.and' with a Dany 6 


down te his Girdle, made it his requeſt 
' to Ceſar, that he might be pur to death. 
Why, fays Ceſar to. him, «ve you. not dead 
already ? So that you. ſee Some Delire it; 
as well ns athers; Fear it : And why not ? 
When it is. one of -the Datics of Life, to 


_. And it is —_———— | 


» For the Living are under the: Power 
of Fortune, but ſhe: has no Dominion at 
all over- the Dead. | How cat) Life be Plea- 
{ant to any Man, that is tot: rd to 
part with-1t? Or what Loſs can be caltet 
re us, than that which can never er be Miſs dy 
or Defir dagain? I was brought by a De- 
fluxioa into'a hopeleſs Conſurptian 3 
I had it many times in my Thought to De- 
hver my ror from-a Miſerable Life, by a 
Violent Death. But the Tenderneſs I hat 


for an Aged, and Indulgent Father, held - 


my hand; fur, thought I ro my ſelf, it will 
be very hard for my Father to be withour 
rae, though 1 conld moſt willingly part 
with my ſelf. In the Cafe of a Particular 
Diſcafe, 2 Phyſician may propound 2 Re- 
' medy gy but the only Remedy for all Diſca- 
fes, is the-Contempt of Death. | ( Though 
I know too, that ir.is the buſineſs of — 
Life, to Learn that. Leſlor. Y 

Oh! The Happineſs 4 a fee 

Good from Evil, m e3he Works 
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Earth, and ſerving of onr Aratice ; Ne- 
_ glecting all the good things: that ' are fo 


trankly offer'd us. How greata Folly and 
Madneſs.is/it, for Men that are Ding and 


in the hands of Death already, to extend - 


their Haqpes, and to-carry their Ambition, 
and Dehres to the Grave Unfatisfy'd ? 
For, whaſoever is tained with thoſe Hy- 

. Appetites, can never have enough, 
either of Maney, or Power. 'It is 3Remar- 
table thing, that among thoſe-thar placs 


their Happineſs in Senſe, they are the moſt 


miſerable that: feem to be Happieſt. The 
Riches of Nature 'are the moſt precious 
Treaſhres. |' What has any'Man to deſire 
more, than to | hin ſelf from Cold, 
Hugger, and Thirſt ? lis not the Quan- 
tity, but the Opinion, that Governs in 
this Caſe; _— __ never be - Little, which 
* Enongh : Nor does any Alan accompt that 
te be Ach,mbicb ir tos Lack; The Benefits 
of Fortuneare {> far Comfortable to us, as. 
we enjay then without loſing the Polſefion 
af our ſelves. - Let us Purge our Minds, 
and follow Nature; we ſhall'otherwiſo be 


- Hill either Fearing, or Craving, and Shves 


to Accidents. | Not that there is any Plea- 

lure in Paverty 3; but it is a great Felicity 

for a Man to-bring his Mind to be _ 
re 
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- have with our Miſtreſles; we do not Hate 
thetn, but Wrangle with them. Ina word; 
hetwix* thoſe things whichare Sought, and 
Coreted , and: yet. Complain'd' of ; and 
thoſe things which we have Loſt; and pre- 
temt that we tannotlive without, oor Mif-- 
fortunes are purely Volumary::. and we are 
Servants, not. ſa.much by iNeceſlity, as by 
Choice. /No.Man can be Happy, that is 
por.Free,. and Fearleſs: And- no Man cr 
be:£,. but he, that-by Philoſophy :has gor' 
the {better of Fortune. - [n what Place ſoe- 
vyerwe are; we ſhall find: our. ſelves beſet 
with the. Miſeries of Humane: Nature's 
Some, Withaut ns; that eitheri Encompaſs 
us,Deceive us; or:Force us: Others, With- 
in ps ; that eatup- our very 'Hearts; in the 
Middte of Solitnde. ' And is not yet, as 


we imagine; that.Fortune has Long Arms 5 | 


She meddles with-no body, that does nat 


Grit lay hold apon-Her. We: ſhould keep # 


Diſtance therefore, and withdraw into the 


Knowledge'of Nature, and of oor  Selves: - 


We Underſtand: the Original of things; 
the-; Qrder,of the /Workd, the: Circulation 
- of the-Seafons, the Courſes of the Stars, 
and that the whole Frame of the Univerſe 
(anly.the Earth excepted) is but a Perpe- 
tual Motion. We know the Canſes of Day; 
and Night ; of Light, and: of ys * T 
F., : ; bt 
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tedeven in That State, whiets 'Fortuhe it ; 
ſelf: cannot miake- worſe. /Methinks' or 
Quarrels with Ambition , and--Profitable : 
Employments,arefomewhat-likecbo( we: | 


EBiſt it is at a diſtance: Let vs dire our 
{Thoughts then to That Place, where we 
hall fee all nearer Hand *' And, It. js not 
"WE Fhis Hope neither, -that "makes. a Wife 
" Man-Reſolute at the Point: of Death, be- 
"tavſe Death lies' in his way to Heaven ; 
For, the Soul of a Wiſe Man ts there be. 
fore-hand':' Nay; -if there were nothing, af- 
ter 'Death/; tn be either Expected, or 
Feat'd ,' he wonld yet ave this World 
with 2s great a Mind, thbongh be were to | 
paſs into a State of Annihifation.* "He 
that reckons every hoot tis Lalit 5 a Day, 
or-an Ape, is all ohne to him © Fere is do- 
ing our: Work while''we- Sleep; Deattt 
fteals upon us -InſenihibJy;*and the more 
Inſenſibly, becauſe it' paſſes under the name 
ef Life. From Childho24'we gtow up,with- 
ovt-perceiving ir, to'Otd Aye ; and*this - 
Enereaſe of our Life, duly” confider'd js a 
Dimination of it; * Wetake Death'to be 
Before us ; * bat! it. is behind” us ; and has 
already - fwallow*'d up all that is paſt. 
Wherefore, make uſe of the Preſefit ;' aid 
truſt nothing to the Mortow ; for Delays 
jiſt ſo: much time' loft, We catch hold 
'F of Hopes, and Flztteries, of-a little lon- 
fer” Life 3-as Drowning Men do wpon 
N | Thorns, or- Straws, 'that either Hurt. us, 
'S; | Of Deceive us. - You will ask, pertaps, 
le. | what 1'do my Self, 'that Preach af'this ; 
X- | Rate. 'Truly Ido Tike ſome ill Husbands, bs. 
J; I} that fpend their Eſtates, -and' yet keep . 
# | tir Aceompts : I ron out; butYet [ 
It Ft, 7 [Na _.caif 
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| can tell which way it goes. And, I  haye 
the Fate of _Ill Husbayds too , another ' 
way ; for every Body Pities .me, and - 
no Body Helps me. The Soul. is never 
in the Right. place, ſo. long as it fears © 


to. quit the Body. Why ſhould a Man 
trouble himſelf to extend Life , which, 
at Beſt, is .a kind of Puniſhment ;, And 
at. Eongeſt, amounts-to very little more, 
than Nothing ? He.is Ungrateful ,-that 
takes the ,Periad of Pleafure- for -an Inju- 
ry 3 and he. is. Fooliſh , that knows n0 
Goods, but the. Preſent. Nay, there are 
ſome Courſes ,of Life, which a Man ought 
to quit, though with Life it felf : As the 
Trade of Killing Others, in ſtead of Lear- 
ning to. Die Himſelf. Life it ſelf is 
neither Good, nor--Evil ;. but; only; a 
Place for Good, :and Evil. It.is a kind.of 
Trage-Comedy.. | Let it be well Acted; 
and no matter whether | it be Long, 6r 
Short. We are /apt.-to be miſled by the 
Appearances of. things ; and when they 
come to us, recommended in Good Terny, 
and by Great..Example, they will impoſe 
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as, 


many times upon yery Wiſe Men. The F; 
Mind is never Right; but when it is @ £,*; 
peace within it ſelf, and Independent up- Fir 
on' any thing from Abroad. The. Soul Fi, 
is in Heaven, even while it, is - in _ tie By 
Fleſh; If it be purg'd of Natural Cor- J:53 
ruptions , and taken up with Divine 4 
Thoughts : And, whether any body ſees 4: 
us, or takes notice of us, it —_ by 
ertve Þ'-. 


es ads 


W- E84F7A&S 339 |} 
'F-. Vertue will of it ſelf break forth though 4 
'F never ſo much pains be taken to ſuppreſs it. 
> WfArd it is all one, whether it be known or 
"vo : But Afﬀer Ages however will do us ; 
FW Right, when we are Dead, and Inſenſi- I 

"ble of the Veneration' they allow us. He bs 
that is wiſe, will compute the Conditions : 


| || &f Humanity: and contraCt the Subject 
; | totrof :his Joys, and Fears. And -it is 
L | time well:ſpent, ſo to Abate of the One; 
- || that he may. likewiſe Diminiſh the Other. 
o || By this Praftice he will.come to under- 
es | ftand,: how ſhort, how uncertain, and how 
16 | fafe;: many of thoſe things are, which we 
ne || (axe want toFear.. - When | fee a Splendid 


aſe, 'oria glittering Train, 1 look up- 


{- 

is || «nt it; as toi upon Courts, which are 
a | only the Schools 'of Avarice,, and Am- 
of Þ| tition; and they are at-beſt but a Pomp, 
d, | which is more/ for Shew, than Poſſeſſion. 
_ or || Befide that; [Great Goods are ſeldom 
the || Long-liv'd; and that is the Faireſt Fe- 
hey. Þ litity, which .is of the ſhorteſt Growth, 
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Of Ti rk Comages/ W:; 
Ortinudess l nk a 
F rb aps to' Ria nt 
it be common)y ,, and promiſcybully: uy 
alſo, for, « Contempr of all /Hazandr, even 
Without, or Againſt Reaſon». Wich: oy ra- 
ther a Daring, anda Brutal Fiercenelſs, thai 
an Honourable Courage. A Brave man fears 
Nothing more than the Weakneſs of _ 
affected with Popular Glory: His-Eyes 
not Dazled either with Gold;ot Steel ; he 
tramples uponall the Terrors; and Glaries 
of Fortune 3 he 1doks upon himleit as a Gi 
Lizen; and Soldier of the: World, and, ia 
deſpite of ajl Accidents, 26d Oppoſitions, 
he maintains his Station. 'He does not ot 
ly Suffer,” but-Court the maſt Perilous Oc 
caſions of Vertue, and thoſe Adventurgs 
which are moſt Terrible to Others : forhe 
values himſelf upon Experiment ; and is 
more Ambitious of being reputed Good, 
than Happy. Aducins Loſt his hand with 
more Honour than he could have Preſerv' 
It: He was a greater Conqueror Without 
It, than he could have been with it : For 


with the very Stump of it, he overcame}. 
two Kings, Tarquin and Porſenna, Rutiuy 


follow'd Certainto Baniſhment; ſhe ſtay', 


1 
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. |. and ſhecretariſed with him, too; and ſoon 
 $-afcer,::hb:Loſt. bim, 'without- ſo much as 
. © bbeddivg a'[Tear : a Great Inſtance of her 
- FF Courage,::kn- bis- Baniſhment, and of her 
| Prudence//inhis-Death,.. This (ſays Epi- 
ewrus )2is the Laſt and the Bleſſed'ſt day of 


an» exrreme. tornmtnt of the -Stone. It is 
pever 1aid of the 300 Fab#; -that they were 
Overcome,: but! that they were Slain ; Nor 
of 'Kegnbus,: that he was Yarguſh'd by the 
Carthagemjans, but that he was Takgr. Toe 
Spartars;prohibited all Exerciſes where the 
Vitory was declared by the. Yoice,and Sub- 
miſhon of -him that was, worſted. When 
Phacton ed of Phabms. the Government 
of the Chariot of the San-for; one day, the 
Pact. makes.bim ſo far'from being diſceu- 
raged. by) bis Father's-telling him of tae 
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nr Dunper of the Undertaking, and how he 
on; | bimſelf had much ado to keep his Seat for 
Oc | Fevr,, when he.look'd down from the Meri- 


ares | Man;;that i, prov'da Spur to his Imporgu- 


;r he nity. ;-; Ther's the thing (ſays, Phaeton ) that + 


d is 4 mould be at,; to ſtand Firm in That diffi- 
ood, ©, where Phoebus bimfelf Trembles. Se- 
with} {rity IS the: Caution of ; Narrow Minds. 
v4 But, a5 Fire tries Gold, fo does Difficulty, 
thou} 99d Hazard: try Vertuaus Men. Not bur 
For Fhat;he- may be as Valiant chat Watches up- 
cane} 92 the; Tower as he that fights upon Ins 
 cililh Pets 3 Qnly the one bas had the Good For- 
tay' {ane of an Occaſion for the Proof of his Re- 
at ſolution, As ſome Creatures are Cruel 
Nan 3 Others 


my Life ; when hewas ready to expire in © 
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Others. Crafty, and ſome 'Timorous; fo: I 
Man is endu'd/with a Glorious, and an- Ex-" 
cellent Spirit, that prompts him, - not fo. © 
much to regard a Safe Life, as an Honeſt. 
Providence has made him the Maſter of this 
Lower World ; and he reckons in his Duty 
to Sacrifice his own-Particular to the Ad- 
vantage of the Whole. And yet there is a 
vaſt difference, even in the ſame- Action 
done by a Brave Perſon, and by a Stupid : 
as the Death of Caro was Honourable; but 
that of Brutiws was Shameful, Nor is it 

Death it ſelf that we recommend for Glo- 
rious ; but it is a-glorious thing to Die as 
we Ought. _ Nether is it Poverty, Baniſh- 
ment, or Pain, that we commend ; but the 
Man - that behaves himſelf Brayely under 
thoſe Affliftions. How were the Gladia- 
tors  Contemn'd, that call'd for Quarter ? 
And thoſe on the other ſide Favour'd, that 
Deſpis'd it. \Many a Man Saves his Life, 
by not fearing to Loſe it; and, Many a 
ManLoſes his Life,for being over-follicitous 
to Saveit. Weare many times afraid of 
Dying by One thing;and we come -to Die 
by Another. As for Example; we are 
Threatned ' by an Enemy, and we Die by a 
Pleurifie. - TheFear of Death enlarges all 
other things that we Fear. To Bear it with 
Conſtancy we ſhould Compute; that whe- 
therour Lives be long, or ſhort, it comes 
all to a Point; Some Hours we loſe: What 
if they were Days, Months, Years? What 
matters it if I neyer Arrive at that which - 
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*than that which is Paſt. And, we have this 


to Wiſh it. 
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ie. 


& maſt certainly Part with when I have it. 
© Life is but one Point of Flying Time ; and 


which is to Come, is no more Mine, 


for our Comfort too, that whoſoever now 
Fears Death, will, fome time or other come 
If Death be Troubleſome, or 
Terrible ; the fault is in us, and not in 
Death it ſelf. It is as great a Madneſs for 
2 Man to fear that which he is not to Feel 
a that which he is not to Suffer. The Dif- 
ference lies in the Manner of Dying, and 
not in the Iſſue of Death it ſelf. *Tis a 
more Inglorionus Death to be Smother'd 
with Perfumes, than to be torn to pieces 
with Pincers. Provided my Mind be not 
Sick, I ſhall not much heed my Body. Iam 
Prepar'd for my laſt Hour, without tor- 
menting my ſelf when it will-come. It is 
betwixt the Stoicks and other Philoſophers, as 
betwixt Men, and Women. They are Both, 
Equally, Necellary for Society ; only the 
one is Born for Government, and the other 
for SubjeCtion. Other SeCts deal with their 
Diſciples, as Plauſible Phyſicians do with 
their Patients ; They Flatter, and Humor 
them ; whereas the Srojcks go a Bolder way 
to work , and conſider rather their Profit, 
than their Pleaſare, | 
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EPIST., XX 
\Tis never too tare to Learn, The Advantages 


of a Private.Lifez and the Slavery of 4 
Publick. -. The Ends of Puniſhmenr, 


ET no Man preſame to adviſe Others 
that has not firſt given Good Counſel 

to himſelf. And he may Then, pretend 
to helphis Nighbour. Ir is, in ſhort, as 
hard a matter to give Good Counſel, as to 
Take it : Letit however be agreed, betwixt 
the Two Parties, that tlie ane deligns to 
Confer a Benefit, and the Other, to Re 
ceiveir. Some People Scorn to be Taught: 
Ocrhers are aſham'd of it, as they would be 
of going to School when they are Old: 
Bur, ir is never too late to Learn, what it 
is always Neceſlary to Know ; And, it is 
no Shame to Learn, fo loug as we are Igno- 
rant; that is to ſay, ſo long as' we Live, 
When any thing is amiſs in our. Bodies, or 
Eſtates, we have Recourſe preſently to the 
Phy lician, or the Lawyer, tor Help ; And 
why not tathe Philoſopher in the Diſorders 
of our Mind ? No Man L£iv&,. but he that 
applies himſclf ro Wiſdom ;, for he takes 
into his own Life the Supplement of all 
Paſt Ages. "Tis a Fair Step toward Hap- 
S pineſs, 'and Vertue, to Nelight in the Coo- 
yerſation of Good, and of Wiſe Men : au 
. where 
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where thet cannot be had, 'thenext point: 


- Isz To keep no Company at all, .. Solitude 
*- affords Buſineſs enough;' and the Enter- 


raiament is Comfortable and Eaſy. Where- 


' as Publick Offices are Vexatiqus, and Reſt- 


leſs. There's 2 great Difference betwixt a 
Life of Leiſure,and of Lazinefs; -W hen Peo- 
ple will Expreſs their Enyy ofa Man in a 
appy Condition; they'll ſay, He lives at 
bis Eaſe. When, in truth, the Man is Dead ; 
Alive, | There is a Long Liſe, and there js 
a Long Death: The Former, , when we ea» 
joy the BenefitSof a Right. Mind ; and the 
Other, when'the Senſes are, Extinguilh'd 3 
and the Body Dead before-hand,, He, that 
makes me the Maſter oi my Own Time;and 
places me in a State of Freedom, lays a 
great Obligation upon me. As a Merchagr, 
that has a Conhderable Fortune abroad, is 
more ſenſible of the Bleiling of a fair Wind 
and a S:fe Paſlage, than he- that has only 
Ballaſt, or ſome Conſe Commodity in the 
Vellel : So that Man that empioys his Pri-. 
vacy upon Thoughts Divine, and Precious, 
js more ſenlible of the Comfort of that Free- 
don, than he that bends his Meditations an 
Il way. For, he conliders all the Benefits 
of his Exemption from Common Datie 
he enjoys himfelf withlofinite Delight, as 
makes his Gratitude Anſ{werable to his 
Obligations. He is the beſt of SubjeQs, 
aud the Happieſt of Men ; and he lives ta 
Nature, and to himſelf. Moſt Men are to 
Themſelves, the worſt Company they cag 
keep. 
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keep. Ifthey be Good, Quiet, and Tem- 
perate, they are as good Alone, as in Com. 
pany : But, if otherwiſe,Jet them converſe 
Sith Others, and avoid themſelves : Bur, 
he that has'made himſelf good Company, 
can never betoo much alone. Many a Ship 
is loſt in the Harbour, but more in the Oce- 
an ; asmany an Honeſt Man is Condemn'd, 
but more Guilty. This however, is Cer- 
tain, He that cannot ſecure himſelf in 
Privacy , ſhall be much more expos'd in 
Publick. That which the World calls Fe- 
licity, is Greedy, it Self, and expos'd to the 
Greedineſs of Others. Proſperity, like a 
Fair Gale upon a ſtrong Current, carries a 
Man, ina Trice, out of the very ſight of 
Peace, and Quiet; and If it be- not Tem- 
per'd, and Regulated, it is fo far from Ea- 
ſing us, ' that it proves an Oppreſlion to us. 
A bufie, anda Fortunate Manin the World, 
calls many Men his Friends, that are at 
moſt but his Gueſts. And, if People flock 
fo it, 'tis but as they do to a Fountain, 
which they both exhauſt, and trouble. 

* What greater ſlavery can there be, than 
that of Princes in this very reſpect, that 
they are Chain to their Poſt ; and cannot 
make themſelves leſs: AH their Words, 
and Actions are deſcanted upon, and made 
Publick Diſcourſe; and there are* many 
things allowable to a Private Man, that are 
not fit fora Governor. I can walk Alone, 
where I pleaſe : without a Sword, without 


Fear, and without Company: whereas a 
Prince 
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Prince muſt be Arm'd in Peace, and cannot: 


with Dignity, quit his Guards. | Fortune 


© has him 3n Cuſtody, A Train: beſets him 


wherever he goes z and there's no making 
of an Eſcape. He is little better than 
naild to his Place, and it is the Perfeftion 
of his Miſery, that he cannot. go- leſs. He 
cani no more Conceal himielf, than the Sug 
in the Firmament; - whereas: his Subjects 
may Go, and Come, change Habits , and 
Humor , without being taken notice -of. 
Servitude is the Fate of Palaces, The Splen- 
dor of a Crown drawsall Mens Eyes upon it. 
When Ceſar ſpeaks,the whole World hears 
his Voice, andtrembles at his Diſpleaſure ; 
and where it falls, it ſhakes whatſoever is 
near it. His Lips are the Oracles of the 
People; and Government is the Ciment 
that Binds them together. Bur ſtill he that 
is Maſter of Many, is the Servant-yet of 
More. The Power, 'tis true, of all things, 
belongs to the Prince ; but the Propriety 
to Particular Perſons. And the ame thing 
may be both Yours, and Mine in Several 
Reſpetts. We cannot ſay that a Son, or a 
Servant-has Nothing, becauſe a Maſter, or 
a Father may take it away if he will ; or 
that he cannot Give Willingly , becauſe 
they may hinderit; whether he will or no. 


This is Power , and true Dominion , not to- 


Rule, and Command, when we may do it if we 
pleaſe. The Strength of a Prince is in the 
Love of his People; For there is nothing 
ſo great, but it muſt it ſelf periſh, whea it 
| IS 
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EPISTLES. 
is become theZommon Safety that it ſhould 
be fo.  Tyrants are hated, becauſe they 
are Fear'd : And becauſe they are Hated, . 
they will be Fear'd. They are render'd 
Odious to Polterity ; and rhey had better 
never have been born, than to ſtand upon 
Record for the Plagues of Mankind. Mi- 
ſeraÞle is that People, where their very 
Keepers are their Executioners. And, it 
is not an Armed Tyranny neither, but the 
Unarmed Vices of Avarice, and Envy, that 
we ought to be moſt afraid of. Some will 
not endure to have their Vices touch'd, but 
will ſhrink and ſtruggle under the Opera- 
tion, as if they were under the hand of a 
Surgeon. But, this ſhall not hinder me 
from Lancing and Probing, becauſe of the 
Cries, and Groans of the Patient. Every 
Man ſhould have a Monitor at his Elbew, 
to keep him from Avarice, by ſhewing him 
how Rich a Man may be with a Little: 
From Ambition, by repreſenting the Diſ- 
quiets and: Hazards that accompany Great+ 
neſs; which makes him as great a Burthen 
to Others, as he is to Himſelf. - When it 
comes to That once ; Fear, Anxiety, and 
Wearineſs, make us Philoſophers. A Sick- 
ly Fortune produces wholfome Counſels ; 
and we reap this Fruit from our Adverlity, 
that it brings us at laſt ro Wiſdom. 

Now though Clemency in a Prince be 
ſo neceſſary, and ſo Profitable a Vertue; 
and Cruelty ſ6 dangerous an Exceſs; it is 


yet the Office of a Governour, as of the = 
2 


EPISITLES 
ſter of an Hoſpital, to keep Sick, and Mad 
Men in Order. And, in Caſes of Extre- 


: : mity, the very Member is to be cut off with 


the Ulcer. - All Puniſhment is either for 
Amendment, or for Example, or that. O=. 
thers may live-more Secure. What is the- 
Ent-of Deſtroying thoſe Poiſonous, and 
Dangerous Creatures, which'are never to 
be reclaim'd, but to prevent Miſchief? And - 
yet there may be as much Hazard in doing 
too Much ,'+as roo Ligtle. A Particular 
Myutineer may be Puniſhed ;, but when the- 
whole Army 1s in a Revolt, there muſt be a 
General Pardon. > The Multitude of Offen- 
ders, is their Security, and ProreCion ;- 
For there's no Quarrelling with a Publick 
Vice, where the Cuſtom of Offending takes 
away the Shame of ir; and it is not Pru- 
dent neither, by many Puniſhments to 
ſhew a City, that the Wicked are ſo much 
the Major Part : Beſide that, it isas great a 
Diſhonor for a Prince to have many Execu- 


tions, as for a Phyſician to have many Fu- 


nerals. Shall a' Father Difinherit a Son for 
the firſt Offence? Let him firſt Admoniſh, 
then Threaten, and afterward Puniſh him. 
Solong as there is Hope, we ſhould apply 

entle Remedies. But, ſome Nations are 

ntraQabie,” and neither Willing to Serve; 
nor Fit to 'Command ; and ſome Perſons 
are Incorrigible too. | 
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EPIST.. XXI. 


The Two Bleſjings of Life are, a Sound Body ; 
; anda Quitt Mind. The Exiravagayceof 

. the Roman Luxury. The Moderation, and 
Simplicity of Former Times, | 


Picurus makes the Two. .Bleflings of 
E Life, to be a Sound Body, and a Quiet 
Afind: Which is only a Compendious Re- 
duQion of Humane Felicity. to a- ſtate of 
Health and of Fertue, The way to be 
Happy is ta make Vice not only Odious; 
but Ridiculous 3 and every Man tomind his 
own Buſineſs : for he. that TForments him- 
felf for other Peoples Misfortunes, ſhall ne- 
ver beat Reſt, A Vertuous Life muſt þe 
all- of a Piece; and not advance by Starts, 
andl1ntervals; and then to.go on. where it 
Left ; for this: is loſing of Ground. We 

are to. preſs, and perſevere, for 'the main 
difficulties are yet to come. If 1 diſconti- 
nye my Courſe, when ſhall I come to pro+ 
unce theſe words? I am 4 Conquercr - 

Not a Conqueror of Barbarous Enemies, 
and Salvage Nations; but 1 have ſubdu'd 
Avarice,. Ambition, and thoſe |Luſts, that 
have ſubjected even the greateſt of Conque- 
rors. Who was a greater than Alexander; 
that extended his Empire from Thracia, to 
the Utmoſt bounds of the Eaſt ? But yet he 

£ Burnt 
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ME Burat Perſepolis at the requeſt of a Proftiratey 


:  to-gratifie his Luſt. [He overcame Parine, 
- and ſlew. many Thouſands of the Per ſiazss 


© but yet he Murther'd Calif heres. . And that. 
F fingle Blot has Tarniſh'd all: the:Glory of 


all his Victories. . All the wiſhes-of Mortals, 
and all the Benefits .which- we-can-either 
Giye, or Receiveare of verylittle- Con- 
ducement to a:Happy Life. Thoſe things 
which the Cammon People gape after are 
Tranſitory and Vain. Whereas Happineſs 
- is Permanent z; nor isit to be Eſtimated by 
' Number, Meaſure, or Parts : For it is Full, 
and Perfect. I do not ſpeak, as if I my ſelf 
were arriv'd at that Bleſſed State of Repoſe: 
But it is ſomething yet to be on the Mending 
hand. It is with me, as with a Man that's 
Creeping out of a Diſeaſe; he Feels yet - 
ſome Grudginegs of it, he is every Foot Ex+ 
amining of his. Pulſe; and ſuſpetts every 
Touch of Heat to be a Relick of his Fever. 
Jaſt at That rate, am | jealous of my ſelf 
The beſt Renfedy thar I know in this Caſe, 
is to go on with Confidence, and not to be 
miſled by the Errors of Other People: It 
is with our Manners, as with our Healths; 
*tis a Degree of Vertue, the Abatement of 
Vice, as it is a. Degree of Health, the A- 
batement of a Fit. | 
Some Place their Happineſs in Wealth; 
Some in the Liberty of the Body ; and O- 
thers in the Pleaſures of the Senſe, and Pa- 
late. But, What are Metals, Taſtes,Sounds, 
or Colours, to the Mind of a. Reafonable 
Crea- 
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Creature?” He that ſet#his-Heart upon Ri- © * 
«hes, 'the: very-Fear of Poverty will be grie-' 
yous'to'him. '-He ther's Ambitious, -ſkall 
be gall'd-with Enyy at any: Man that -gety 
before him® For; inithat: Caſe, he that is *W 
not Birtt, 'as:Laſt. I do/not ſpeak againſk F 
Kiches getther : : For if they hurt'a Man, "tis 
his ownin Folly. - Theyamay-be indeed the 
Cauſe of: Miſchief; as they! are a Tempta« 
tion'to thoſg:that do it. inſtead of ' Couz 
rage; they may Inſpireus with Arrogance /; 
and,” in ſtead of: Greatneſs gf' Mind; ' With 
Inſolence ;.whichis in trath but the Coun- 
terfeit of: Magnanimity:: : What is it to'be 
a- Priſoner; and in: Chams?: It- is no more 
thantlidt: Condition to which many Princes 
haveibeen/Reduc'd; andont of which, Ma-- 
ny: Men have been Advanc'd to the Autho- 
rity of Princes. *'Tis not to ſay, 1 have nb 
Aafter 5 lntimeyoumay: have one: Might 
not-Heenbia,. Crafid, 'and the Mother.of Da- 
tics have-ſaid as mnch?. and where's - the 
Happintefs:of Luxury either” when aMan 
divades:his Life betwixc the Kirchin, and 
the Stews betwixt an Anxious Conſcience, - 
and a Nauſeous Stomacir?. .Catigelz, . who 
was born to ſhew the World what Miſchief 
-mizht be: done by a Concucrence of Greit 
Wickedneſs, and a Great Fortune ;'' Spent. 
near'10000 1. Sterling upon a Supper: The , 
Works, and laventions of 'it are Prodipgt- 
ous, /not-only in the: Gounterfeiting of Na» | as! 
ture, buteven in. Stirpaſling it. The Ks | for 
. mars tad: their Brooks even in their Par- | But 
4 | lours 5 
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FF lors; and found their Dinners under their 


X E Tables. The /dullet was reckon'd ſtale, - 


KF unleſs it dy'd in the Hand. of the Gueſt : 


24 And they had their Glaſles to put” them in- - 
"Fro, that they might the. better 0 
'Y the Changes, and Motions of them in the 


I 


q 


rve all 


Laſt Agony betwixt Life and Death, $0 
that they fed their Eyes,before thejr Bodies. 
Look. how it Reddens, ſays one, thers's no Yer- 
milion liks it... Take notice of theſe Veins ; 
and that ſame grey brightneſs upon, the Head 


of it. ' And nowbe is at's Laſt Gaſp: See bom 


Pale he turns, and all of a Colour. Theſe 
People would not have given themſelves 
half this; trouble with a_ Dying Friend; 
Nay, they. would leave a Father or a- Bro+ 
ther, at his Laſt Hour, to Entertain them- 


elves with the Barbarous Speacle of an 


expiring Fiſh. And that which exhances 
the Eſteem of every thing, is the Price of 
it: [nſomuch, that Water .it ſelf, which 


gught to be Gratuitous, is expos'd ta Sale, 


in their ConſerFatories of Ice, and Snow, 


Nay, we are troubled that we cannat.;buy . 


Breath, Light; and that we have the, Air it 
felf Gratis. And if our Conditions were Evil, 

cauſe Nature has left ſomething to .us in 
Common,But Luxury contrives ways to ſet 
a. Price upon the molt Neceſſary, and Com- 
Municable Benefits in Nature : even thoſe 
Benefits, which are Free to Birds,and Beaſts, 
aswell as to Men; and ſerve Indifferently 
for the uſe of the moſt Sluggilh Creatures. 


But, how comes it that Fountain Water 


Og Is 
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EPISFLES. 
is not cold enongh to Berve vs, unleſs it be 
bound up inteice? So1ong as the Stomach 


caſte is it to quencha Sound, and af Honeſt 
Fhirſt ? -Bnt';/ when the: Palate ts grown 
Callous,*wetafte nothing ; andthat'which 
we' take for. Thirſt; -is only the Rage of 
Fever. Fihppoerntes 'deliver'd'it as an A. 
Phorifm ,* that -Women, were never Bald, no 
Gonty , but in one Singular Caſe. Women 
Have not alter'd "their Natvres ſince, bit 
they' tave Chang'd 'the Courſe of their 


Lives ;: for, by taking the Liberties of Me, 


they partake as well oftheir Diſcaſes, asof 
ther” Wickednefs. They"ſir up as mnch, 
Drink as'much';- iy, in their very Appe- 
rites they are Maſculine too 3; they have 
-loſt the Advantages of their Sex, by ther 
Viees: Rho WO 

+ Our Anceſtors, when they were Free, 
liv'd either in Caves, 'or in Arbours :' Bit 
Shvery came in with Gildings, *and with 


- Marble. 1mwould have him that comes into 


my Henſe, take more Notice of the Maſter, 
'than of the Furniture. The Golden Age 


was before Architecture : Arts cane 
wil 


. 
64) 
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is Sound, Nature diſcharges her Funttions | 3 
m_— Tronble : - But, when the Blood + 


be enflann'd with Exceſs of Wine © 
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* with —_ and meds nos _ of any 
- Philolopher that was either a Lock-ſmith, 
or ;2 Painter, .j- Who was the Wiſer Man, 
ink $oY! 2 the that inventeds Saw, or the 
z. who, upon ſeceinga Boy drink Wa- 
T,qut of. the. Hollow ofthis Hand, Brake 
is Pitcher; ich this Check to kimſalf ; 
What Fpgl am 4 to tronble » myſelf with Ss 
perfluities;$), ' Carving is .0ne > e Mar” S Trade: 
cing.1s. angt her's: Only he is more mi- 
cable: - parry it for Pleaſure, thanke 
dhat-leargs i it for Necellity. dt was-Luxury 
hot P ».that Invented: Fiſh-Pogls; 
W well as Palaces, Where, incaſe of Fqul 
ther as;$98, they might have Fifhes, to 
ly their Gluttony in, Harbour. ' We 
to pat only -Paraper qur-Luſts, but Provoke 
them : As if we were to Learnthe very Art 
of Voluptuouſneſs, What was it but Ava- 
fice, hos Originally brake the Union of 
Society. 3 and Pfov'd the cauſe of Poverty, 
xven to thoſe t «oy the moft Wealthy ? 
Brery Man" Poffels'd All; -rilt be World 
awe t0- appropriate Polleſſions to them- 
Tives. ony Firſt Age, Nature was both 
aLaw, anda Guide; and thebeſt Govern'd ; 
Which was but according to Nature too. 
'Thetargeſt and the ſtrongeſt Bull leads the 
Herd the -Goodlieft Elephant; and , a- 
Wong Mentod, in the Bleiſed times of In- 
veence; the/Beſt was Uppermoſt: They 
Koſe Goyernoars for their Manners : who 
AQted any Violence, nor Suffer'd 
in uh.” - They -Protetted the Weak againſt 
| | @o z the 
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4 ' +» vided for their People; their Courage kept 


It was a Duty; then, 'to Command, not 2 
Government. '\ No Man, inthoſe'Days, had 
either a Mind" to do an wy; -or' x Canſe 
for't. | 'He that 'Commanded ' Welt, was 
Well Obey'd: And, the worſt Menace the 
Governours could-then make to the'Diſobe. 
dient, was, to Forſake them. ' But, with 
the corruption of Times, - Tyranny crept 
in; and the World began to have Need of 
Laws;and thofe Laws were made: by Wiſe 
Men to0,as Solon, and Lycurgus, who Learn'd 
their Trade in the School of Pychagor as. 
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EPIST..XXI1L 


'Zan 1s Compounded of SH, 'and Boa : And 
has Naturally a Civil War-within Himel. 
The Differtnce betwixt 'a Life of Vertite 
and a Life of Pleaſure;i:c FED 7 


' «Mixture in any Creature, as that isit 
Man, of Sonl, and Body; There:is Intew- 
. perance, join'd with Divinity z Folly, witt 
Severity z. Sloth, with -Aftivity, and Us 
- cleannefs with Purity.. But, a Good: Sworl 


an 


the Mighty ; arid Perfwaded, or Diflwaded; 
as they ſaw Occaſion: "Their Priidence Pro- |. 


them ſafe from! Dangers ; *their* Botnty - L 
both Supply'd, And Adorn'd their Subjedts. 


Here is/-not ſo Diſproportionate':| 


- is never. the worſe for an 111, Scabbard. - Well - 
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more [mperious, than our Pleaſures. We 


| ſet our Hearts upon Tranſitory things ; as 


if they Themſelves were Everlaſting ; or 
We, on the otherſide, to Poſſeſs them for 
Ever. Why do we not rather advance our 
Thoughts to things that are Eternal, and 


contemplate the Heavenly Original of all 


Beings'? Why do we not, by the Divinity 
of Reaſon, triumpi over the weakneſles of 
Fleſh, and Blood? It is by Providence that 
the World is preſerv'd; and not from any 
Virtuean the Matter of it ; for the: World 
is as Mortal as we are; only the Almighty 
Wiſdom carries it ſafe through all the Mo- 
tions of Cerruption. And {6 by Prudence, 
Humane Life it ſelf may be prolong'd ; if 
we will but ſtigt our ſelves 1n thoſe Plea- 


ſures that bring the greater part of us un- 


timely to our End. Our Paſſions are no- 
thing elſe but Certain Diſallowable Motions 


| of the Mind ; Sudden,and Eager which, by 


Frequency, and Neglect, turn to a Diſeaſe; 


- 8a Deſtillation brings us firſt to a Cough, 


and then to Phthilick. We are carry'd 
Up to the Heavens, and Down again inty 
the Deep, by Turns ; ſo long as we are go- 
yern'd by our Aﬀections, and not by Ver- 


'tue. Paſſjon, and Reaſon, are a, kind of 
- Civil War witbin us 3 and as the one, or 


Oo 3 the 


__ ; i: hoe OY COR Rs. TOO) ot AM Pr RENE Fy Ee 
E CPI ARS — , 

| att mov'd more by Imaginary Fears, than 

& Trutbs 5: for Truth has: a: Certainty, and 

"FF Foundation ; but, in the other, weare ex- 

-F* pos'dio the-Licence, and Conjecture of a 
F Diſtracted Mind, and our. Enemies, are not 
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= * theother has Dominion,we aregitiar Good; || 

F | or Bad, 'S6 that it ſhould be our Care, that . 5 

the worſt Mixture may not prevait. And 

they 2re link'd, like the Thain-of Cauſes, *" 

and Effects, one toanother. . Betwixt vios 

| tent Paſſions, and a FluCtuation, or Wam« 
Fn bling of the Mind; there is ſuch a Difference 

| as betwixt the Agitation of a'Storm, a nd 

the Nauſfeous Sickneſs of a Calm. And they 

have all of them their Symptoms too, as 

. wellas our Bodily Diftempers: They that 

are troubled with the Falling-Sickneſs 

know when the Fit 1s a Coming, by the Cold y 

of the Extreme Parts ; the Dazling of the 

Eye; the failing of the Memory ; the Trem- | 

bling of the Nerves, and the Giddineſs of X 

the-Head. So that every Man knows his 

bwn Difeaſe, andſhonld provide againſt it; v 

Anger, Love, Sadneſs, Fear, may be feadin 

the Countenance; and ſo may the Vertues c 

foo, Fortitude makes the Eye Vigorousj || © 

Prudence makes it Intent ; Reverence ſhews i 

it ſelf in Modeſty z Joy, in Serenity ; and ve 

Truth in Openneſs, and Simplicity. There F: 

are Sown the Seeds of Divine things in Mor- || ** 

tal Bodies. If the Mind be well Cnltivated, 

' the Fruit anſwers the Original ; and, if not, St 

all runs into Weeds. Weare all of us Sick Pa 

of Curable Diſeaſes : and it coſts us more 7 | 

to be Miſerable, than would: make us per- | 

tetly Happy. Conſider the Peaceable State 

of Clemency,and the Turbulence of Arger ; by 

the Softneſs, and Quiet of Modeſty, and the Ch 
Reſtteſneſs of Luſt. How Cheap, and eafie |} * 
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3 to us is the ſervice of Vertue, and how Dear 


iy _ ve pay for our Vices ? The Sovereign Good 
4 | o(Man, is aMind that Subjedts all -things 
s x Exq-it ſelf ; and is it ſelf ſubje&t ro Nothing : 


His Pleaſures are Modeſt, Severe, and Re- 
erv*d, and rather the Sawce, or the Diver- 
fion of Life, than the Entertainment of it. 
It may be fome Queſtion, whether ſuch a 
' Man goes to Heaven, or Heaven comes to 
4 | Him: For a Good Man is Influenc'd, by 
t God himſelf; and has a kind of Divinity 


_— 
| 


OS 


$ within him. What if one Good Man Lives 
4. | i Pleaſure , and Plenty, and another in 
v Want, and Miſery ? *tis no Vertue, to con- 
\ | {£mn Superffuities , but Neceſiitties : And 


of | they are both of them Equaily Good,though 
under ſeveral Gircumſtances, and in Diffe- 


" rent Ftations, Caro ( the Ccafor ) wag d 
.z | War with the Jarrers of Rome; Scipio, 
4 with the Enemes. Nay, bating the very 
4 Conſcience of Vertue, Who is there, that 
1 | "pon Sober Thoughts, would nat be an 


# oneit Man, even for the Reputation of it ? 
Yertue you ſhall find in the Temple, in the 
Field,or upon the Walls,cover'd with Duſt, 
F and Blood, in the Defence of the Publick. 

? I Pleaſures.you ſhall find ſneaking in the 


og Kews, Sweating-Hunſes, Powder'd, and 
| Painted, &c. Nat that pleaſures are whol- 


p; y to be Diſclaim'd,but to be uſed with Mo- 
eration, and to be made Subſervient to 


5 Vertue. Good Manners always pleaſe us ;, 
4 | PurWickedneſs is ReſHef,and perpetually 
ie Changing z not for the Better, but for Va- 


a Oo+4 riety 
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| FP ESTLES. 
riety. We. are torn to þieces betwixt - 
Hopes, and Fears ; by which Means, Pro- | 
vidence (which is the greateſt Bleſſing of "'F* 
Heaven) is turn'd into a Miſchief, Wild 
Beaſts, when they ſee their Dangers, fly FF 

from them ; and when they have ſcap'd- 
them, they are Quiet z but wretched Man 
-js equally tormented , both wich things 
Paſt, and to Come ; for the Memory brings 
back the Anxiety of our Paſt Fears, and our 
Fore-ſight Anticipates the Future: Where- 
as the Preſent makes no Man Miſerable. 
If we Fear all things that are Poſſible, we live 
without any Bounds to our Mi ſeries, 
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EPIST. XXIIL 


Ei - We Abuſe God's Bleſſings , and turn them 
' into Miſchiefs. MMedirations upon the 
Horrors of Earthquakes,, and Conſolation: 
againſt them. Death is the ſame thing 
which way ſoever it comes : Only we are 
more mov'd by Accidents that we are not us'd 
70, | 


Here js nothing ſo Profitable, but it 

& may be Perverted to our Injury. 
Without the Uſe of the Winds, how ſhould 
we do for Commerce ? Beſide that, they 
keep the Air 'Sweer, and Healthful, and 
bring ſeaſonable Rajns upon the Earth. It 
was never the Intent of Providence, he 


{ BFPSCE7TL RAS 
they ſhould be Employ'd for War, and De- 


”  vaſtation; and yet that's a/great Part of 
F- the Uſe we make of them; purſuing one 
+ © Hazard through another. We expole our 


ſelves to Tempeſts, and to Death, without 
ſo much as the Hope of a Sepulchre. And 
all this might be Born too , if we only ran 
theſe Riſques in order to Peace 3 but when 


' we have ſcap'd ſo many Rocks, and Flats, 


Thunger, and Storms, What's the Fruit of 
all our Labour, and Terrour ? It is only 
War; andto Buri, and Ravage, as if the 
Earth were not large enough for the Scene 
of our Deſtruftion. Whereas we mighr 
live, anddie at Eaſe if we had a mind to't ; 
and draw out our Lives in Security. Why 
do we preſs our own Dangers then, and 
Provoke our Fates? Whar do we look for ? 
Only Death z which is to be found every 
where. It will find us in our Beds, in'our 
Chambers : But, whereſoever it finds us, 
let it find us Innocent. What a Madneſs js 
it to purſue Miſchiefs; to fall foul upon 
thoſe we do not know ; to be Angry with- 
out a Cauſe; to Over-run whatſoever is in 
our way; and, like Beaſts, to kill what we 
have *no Quarrel to? Nay, worſe than 
Beaſts; we run great Hazards, only to 
bring us to greater. We force our Way to 
Gold, without any regard, either to God, 
or Man. But, in all this, without any Cauſe 


" of Complaint, we abuſe the Benefits of 


God, and turn them all into Miſchiefs. 
We dig for Gold ; we Leave the Light,and 
| Abandon 


» 
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Abondaen the Courſes of a better Nature, 
We Defcend, where we find a New Poſi- 
tionof Things 3 Hideous Caves, Hollow, 
and Hanging Rocks; Horrid Rivers ; a 
Deep, and Perpetual Darkneſs, and nor. 
without the Apprehenſions even of Hell ir 
ſelf. How Little now, and how Inconſi- 
derable arethoſe Things that Men venture 
for, with the Price of their Lives ! But to 
paſs fromthoſe Hazards, that we may a- 
void, -to others which we cannot. As in 
the Caſe of Earthquakes. * 

In vehat Condition can any Man be Safe; 
when the World it ſelf is ſhaken; and, the 
only thing that paſles for fixed, and Un- 
movable in the Univerſe, Trembles, and 
Deceives us? Whither ſhall we fly for ſe- 
rurity, if whereſoever we are, The Danger 
be ſtill under our Feet, Upon the Crack- 
ing of a Houſe, every Man takes himſelf 
to his heels;and leaves all to fave himſelf, 
But, What Retreat is there, where thar 
which ſhould Support us, Fails us ; When 
the Foundation, not only of Citics, but e- 
ven of the World it felt, Opens, and Wa- 
vers? What Help, or what "Comfort ; 
where Fear it {elf can never carry us off? 
An Enemy may be Kept at a Diſtance with 
a Wall: A Caltle may put a itop to an Ar- 
my ; a Port may Protect us from the Fury 
of a Tempeſt ; Fire it {elf does not follow 
him that runs away from't : A Vault may 
defend us againſt Thunder; and we may 
quit the Place ina Peſtilence: there is ſome 
Remedy 
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Remedy in all thefe Evils. Or however, no 
- Manever knew a'Whole Nation deſtroy'd, 
- wihLightening, A Plague may.U lea 
Town,but it will not Carry it away. There 
isno Evil of ſych an Extent, 10 lnevitable, 
ſo Greedy,and ſo Publickly Calamitous, as 
an Earthquake. For, it doegnot only De- 
your Houſes,. Families, or Single Towns, 
bur Ruins Whole Countries, and:Nations : 
Either Over-turning,_or Swallowing them 
vp, without fo mach as leaving any Foot- 
ſtep, or Mark of what they were. Some 
People bave a greater Horror for this 
Death, than for any Other: To he taken 
away alive, out of the Number of the Living 
as if all Mortals, by what Means foever, 
were not tocome to the fame End. Nature 
has Eminently this Juſtice, that when we 
are all dead, we are all Alike. And, tis 
not a Pin Matter, whether I be Cruſh'd” to 
Pieces by one Stone, or by a whole Moun- 
tainz whether I periſh by the Fall of a 


Houſe, or under the Burthen of the whole* 


Earth 3 whether I be ſwallow'd up alone, 
or with a Thouſand more for Compeny. 
What does it ſignifie to me, the Noiſe, and 
the Diſcourſe that is made about my Death; 
when Death is every where, and in all Ca- 
ſes, the ſame? we ſhould therefore &rm 
our felves againR that blow, that can nei- 
ther be Avoided, nor Foreſeen. And, it 
1s n6t the Forſwearing of thoſe Places, that 


we find Infeſted with Earthquakes,that will 


do our Buſineſs; for tlere 15 no Place that 
| Can 
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can Be warranted againſt them. What if 
the Earth be not yer mov'd ? Itis ſtill Mo- 
vable ; for the whgle Body of it Ites nnder 
the Same Law, and expos'd to Danger; 
only ſome part at One time, and ſome ar 
Another. As it i$.in great Cities, where 
all the Houſes are ſubje&t to Ruin, though 
they do not all Fall Together : So in the 
Body of the Earth ; now this Part Falk, 
and then That. Tyre was formerly Subject 
to Earthquakes; In Afia Twelve Cities 
were ſwallow'd upin a Night ; Achaia, and 
Macedonia have had their Turns, and now 
Campagnia. The Fate goes Round ; and 
Strikes at laſt where it has a great while 
paſſed by. Ir falls out oftner, "ris true, in 
ſome Places, thanin Others : But, no Place 
is totally Free, and Exempt. And,it is not 
only Men, but Cities,Coaſts,nay the Shores, 
and the very Sea it ſex, that ſuffer under 
the Dominion of Fate. And yet we are 


oJo vain, as to Promiſe our ſelves ſome ſort 


of Affurance in the Goods of Fortunes : Ne- 
ver conſidering, that the very Ground we 
ſtand upon is Unſtable. And, it is not the 
Frailty of this or that Place, but the Qua- 
lity of every Spot of it ; For, not one Inch 
of it is ſo compatted, as not to admit many 
cauſes of its Reſolution 3 And, though the 
Bulk of the Earth remain Entire, the Parts 
of it may yet be broken. 

There is not any thing, which can pro- 
miſe to ir ſelf a Laſting quiet. And it is 
no ſmall Comfort to us, the Certainty of 

our 
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our Fate : for, it-is a Folly to Fear where 
© there is a Remedy.; He that; troubles bim- 
” ſelf ſooner than he needs, grieves more al- 
= fo than is Neteſlary : | for the ſame weak- 
heſs that makes him Anticipate: his- Miſery, 
makes him Enlarge it too. The Wile for- 
tify themſelves by Reaſon, and; Fools by 
Deſpair. That ſaying which was apply'd 
to a Conquer'd; Party, nnder-Fire , and 
Sword , might have- been-ſpoken to all 
Mankind, ;.. That Man is mm fome-Senſe, out 
of Danger ;; that is ont of Hope; He that 
would Fear nothing, ſhould Conkder, that 
if he fears Any thing, be. muſt fear Every 
thing. Out very Mear, and Drink, Sleep- 
ing and Waking , without Meaſure , are 
Hurtful to. us. .- Our Bodies are Nice, and 
Weak ; and 'a-Small Matter.,does their 
Work. That Man has too high an Opint- 
on of himſelf, thatis-only afraid of Thun- 
der, and of Earthquakes. .; If he were Con- 
ſcious of. his own Infirmities, he would as 
* muchfear the being Choak'd with his own 
Phlegm; -: What do we ſee in our Selves, 
that Heaven, and Earth ſhould join in a 
Diſtemper 'to -Procure our- Diſſolution 
when the' Ripping of -a/ Ag-nail is ſuſh- 
cient to ' Dilpatch ns?, We. are Afraid of 
Inundations from the Sea, ;'when a Glas 
of Wine, _if it goes the wrong way, is E- 
nough to Suffocate us. It is a great Com- 
fort in Death, the very Mortality it ſelf. 
We creepunder Ground for fear of Thun- 
der, we dread the ſudden Concuſſions of 
tne 
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the Earth, and the Rages of thei Sea, when 
yet 'we-carry! Death in-gur: Own Veins; 
a-d x is at hand in-all Places, and at all 
Times. -'/'TherCis nothing ſo lirrle, but it is 
of Force 20 bring as to: our Laft 
Emd. Nay, fb far ſhould we be-from Dread- 
an Eminem: Fate,” more chan'a Vulgar, 
that (oh 4he Contrary, fince Oe we muſt, 
weſhealdiraherrejoice in the Breathing 
of ongr Laſt; under a more Glorious Cir- 
enmaſtance? What if the Ground Rand ſtill 
within its bounds, and without any Vio- 
Tence? I \ſhall have it over:me at Laſt; 
x4 tis 6} 08ex0 me, whether I be laid un- 
dkr That; 'or That lay #-felf over me: 
But, it 41 4'Terible thing for the Earth to 
gate, and ſwallow a Man )up into.4 Profound 
Abyſs : And 'whatthen? Is:Death any Ea- 
flier . &bove Groand ? what cauſe have 1 of 
Complaine;if Nayure- will: do me the ho- 
Hour to cover: me with a Part of her Self? 
Sifneeave muſt Fall,” there- is a: Dignity. in 
th«& very Manner of it, whenxbe! World it 
celf-is-Shock'd for —_— Not that il 
would wiſh-for:a -Pablick Calanvty ;' but it 
4s Tome 'Satisfa@ion in my (Death, that 1 
Fee the World alfo to be'Mgrtal. 
10 Neitherareave totrake theſe Extraordi- 
mary Revokitiatis for Divine Judgments ; 
-& if ſachMotionsof the Heavens, - and - of 
"the Earth, 'Were the Denoilincings of vhe 
Wrath of the'-Alinighty : .But they have 
_ their Ordinate, nad their Nataral Cauſes - 
+*Siich as, d1 Proportioh, we have in our 
wad OWN 
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biyn Bodies; and while they ſeem «to att a 
' Vivlence, they Suffer it. Bat yet for-want 
ef knowing the Caufes of things, -they are 
Dreadful tous; #hd the more ©, bony 


" they happen bot ſeldom, Bar why- are 


more Afraid of that which'we ure he 
yy to? 'Becauſe 'we took upon - Natvre 
withour Eyes, not with our Reaſon :"Ra- 
ther computing what ſhe Uſuhlly'Doers, 
than. whatihers able to lo. And-we are 
Puniſh'd for this Negligence , by taking 
' thoſe things to which we are not Wonted, 
ro beNew, and Prodigious. TheEclipſes 
of the Sun, .and Moan, Blazigg Stars, and 
Meteors; while we Atlmirethem, we Fear 
them z and ſince wefear them,. becauſe we 
5 not Underftrillthe, ic'is worth otr 
while to Study y hem, that we may to fon- 
ger Fear them: y ſhould'1 feat a'Yfan, 
a Beaſt, an arrow, ora Lance, whenT'am 
expos'd. to the Encounter of Grea - 
ers?” We are affanlted 'by the" er 
ts' of Nature it Telf ; 'By "the 'Heaye 
by the Seas, 20d the"Land. | Our "Buſineſs 
is therefore to Defy Death, whiether j£x- 
traordinary, or Common. "Nomater for 
the Menaces of it, fo Jong as it: Asks nv 
more of us than Aye it ſelf will take from 
4Us; and every perty Accident that*befals 
us. Hethar Contedmms Death, what does 
he Care for cither Fire, or Water ; -the ve- 
ry Diſſotation of the Univerſe ? or if the 
Earth ſhould open under him., and ſhew 
"hint all the Secrets of the Infernal Pit, Ar 
wou 
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would 'look: down without Trouble. - In 
the Place that we are all of us to go to, 
there are no Earthquakes}, or Thunder- 
Claps; ne Tempeſtuous Seas ;, Neither 
War,. nox.. Peſtifence. | 1s it14 ſmall Mat- 
ter *? Why. do we fear it then? Is it ,@ Great 
Mater! Let-it rather once fall upon us, than 
over #5. Why. ſhould I dread 

when | know that an End 


my Own! 


I muſt have, and thatall Created things are 
Limited? | 44 
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"4 Diſcourſe of God's, Providence, in the | 


 Misfartunes of Good . Men in this 


World, aud in the Proſperity of the Wicke | 


d. 


e 
you! re. troubled, I perceive thit 
.S ... your, Servant is run: away from you; 


but 1, do.ngt. liear' yet that you are either 


_*Robbd, ar. Strang['d, or, Poiſon'd or Be- 


tray'd, or Accus'd by him; So that you 
have ſcap'd well, in Compariſon with your 
Fellows. ; ;And,, Why ſhould you complain 
then.; eſpecially under the Protection of ſo 
racious a Providetice as ſoffers no Man to 
Fe tnilcrabls; but by his own Faylt? Noris 
this a Subjett worthy of a wiſe Man's Conſi- 
deration. | Adverſity indeed is a terrible 
thing in Sound, and Opinion; and that's 


all, 
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* all, Some;Men arc Baniſh'd, and Stripp'd of 


thein Eſtates; Others again are Poor; in 


X 3- @hicb is the bateſt ſort of Beg-' 


are-overborn by a Popular 


© Tomult; that breaks-out like a Tempeſt, 
" even inthe higbeſt ſecuriry of a Calm ; Or: 


like 2;Fhunder-Clap, that. frights all thar: 


are near it'; There is but One Struck, per- 
haps, / bug the Fear extends to all ; and: af- 


fects. thoſe tbat May Suffer; as well as thoſe: 
that-Do, As in the Diſcharge of a Piece: 
only. with; Powder ; ' Tis -not the Stroke, 
bur the Crack, that frights the Birds. - Ade 
verlity,.:FIl grant you, is nota thing to be. 
wiſh'd;:no; more thag War ;" bur; if:it- be 
mybot tobe Torn with the Stone, Broken 
ypor.the Wheel, or to receive Wounds, or 
Maims; 1tihall be my:Prayer; that T may: 
bear my Fortune 2s becomes a Wiſe; and 
an Honeſt Man. . 'We do not Pray for'Tors 
tures, , but for Patience 3 not for War, but 
far Gegeroſity 2nd Courage, inall the Ex- 
tremities' of War, if it happens. Afﬀi- 
Qions, . arebat the Exerciſe of Vertne ; and 
aa Haneſt Man is out of his Element, when 
be is Idle. It muft be Practice, and Pa-' 
fence, that Perfefts ir. Do we. not ſee 
bow one Wreſtler provokesanother ? : And. 
© he find him not to bebis Match, he will. 
all-for. ſomie Body -ro help him, that utay 
px him toall is ftredgth, | RAE 
\It-is 2:Dcpommon Argument againſt the. 
ice of Providence, .in the matter of Re- 
ward, and Puniſhment :: tbe 14:5fortunes of 
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Geoll Men in this World,” and tht" Profptrity 
of the. Wicked : Bur; iis atreaſis ao | 
vindicate the: Canſe of the Gods/ + There 
aremany things that we call Evil; which :. 
gon oy} ofcen tothe Advantage of thoſe © 

ir ſuffer them; oratlcaft, forthe Com- 
mon: Good , whereof Providence las the 
greater Care. ' And”''further } rhey either 
befal thoſe that bear-'them willingly , of 
thoſt that deſerve them by their Iaipatience 
under them: and Laſtly , they comie-by: 
Divine Appointment;  and.to: thoſe that 
are Good Men, even for that very Reaſon, 
becauſe they are Good, Nor is thete atly 
thing more Ordinary, than for that: which 
we fear'das a Calamity, toprove the Feuis 
dation of oor Happinefs. How tnairy are 
there in the World that enjoy all things to 
their Own Wiſh,whom God never thought 
werthy of a Trial? If it might'be-cims 
gin'd, that the Almighty ſhould take off his 
Thought from the. Care of 'his Whole 
Work, What more Glorious Spettacle 
could he refleft upon, than a Valiant Mah 
Striggling with Adverſe Fortnne:: Or 
Cato's ſtanding Upright } and Unmoy'd, 
under the Shock of a Publick Ruin? I# 
the whole World (ſays he) fall into one hand, 
dnd let Caſar encompaſs me with his Legions 
by Land, bis Shipping at Sea, and his Guerd! || 3 
at the Gates ;, Cato will yet cut | our bis wy || ak, 
and with That Weapon that was untainitd, 
ever in the Civil War, give himſelf that 1 
berty, which Fate deny'd to his Country, St 


FEE ns oo os nnn—_—__—_—_—_— 


F>. 


T EPISTLES. 
pon che great work, then; and-Daliver thy ſelf 
- Brom the Clog .of thy Himazity. i Juba, and 
" Petreius have already done the (good office Ore 
for the Other, by # Generazs Coricurrence of 
Reſolution, and. Fate; bati Cato it above 
"Example, and does 2s much [corn' to ak his 
Death of ary Man, a: bis Life. With what 
Jay did this great Man Contemplate I 
mortality; when he took his Book, and 
his $wotd together ; and, in Cold Thoughts 
diſpatch'd hintfelf ? Let this ſuffice of Ca-! 
ts, whoſe Yertie Providence made ufe of to 
Cope with all the Powers of the Earth. His 
Courage took delight in, and ſought for all 
Qccafions of Hazard ; keeping his Eye ill 
won the End, without valuing .the Diffi- 
lies of the Paſſage. The Sufferance is 
oe: Part-of the Glory 3 and though one 
Man, may ſeape without Wounds, yer he is 
kill more Reverend, and Rematkable, that 
comes off Bloody. The Malice of Great 
Mep. is grievous, you'll fay ,"and yet he 
Supported the Oppoſitions of Pompey, Ca- 
ſa, and- Crefſus. bs it troubleſome to be 
Repuls'd? Fatinims was preferr'd before 
; Profperity ſhewsa Man bur one part 
{Humane Nature. No Body knows what 
ſuch Man is gaod for - Neither in truth 
Wes: he vnderitand himfelf, for want of 
laperimenit.., Temporal Happineſs is for - 
Weak, andVulgar Minds, but, the fubda- 
s of Publick Ferrors is a Work that is 
erv'd for more Generous 'Spirits, Cala- 
Mkp-iS the Towch-ftone of a Brave: Mindy 
$12 FI P p 2 that 
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Maſter of it ſelf: The'Combarant brings 
no Metal: into:the Field, that” was never 


Batter'd :.Hethar has loſt Blood, 'and yer. 
keeps his Stoimnachi: he that has been under* 


his Enewy; and worſted, and yer-comes 0n- 
again, :abd gathers heart from-his-Misfor- 
tunes 3 That's the Man of Hope, and Cou- 


rage. .:. | TS | 
- -But; Is it nota very Unjuſt, and a Ri- 
gorous Fate:,. that. Good. Men fhould be 
Poor, and Friendleſs ? All this is no more 
than the Natural Work 'of Matter, ' and' 
Form? Mean Souls are meanly Principkd: 
But, there goes:more to the'making up of 


Brave Man, that is to work. out, his way 


through difficulties and Storms.' We are' 
condemn'd to Ferrible Encounters; and' 
becauſe we cannot, according to the Courſe 
of Nature, Avoid them, we have Faculkie 
given us, that willEnablenstoBear them: 
Qrat the worſt, we have a. Retreat ;, If we 
will not fight, we may fly. So that nothing 
is. made-moreEaſfie to us, thah that which 
is moſt Neceſſary tous, to:Die. 'No Man 
is kept in the World againſt his Will. But 
Adverſity is the better for ns all ;-for, it is 
God's Mercy, to ſhew the World their Er- 

rors, and that the things they Fear, and 

Coyet, areneither Good, nor Evit ; being 

the Common and promifcuous. Eot both of 

Good Men, and Bad. * If they-were Good, 

only the Good ſhould enjoy:them : And'# 

Bad, only. the Wicked ſhoukt ſuffer _ 

: | \ Ons 
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that reſolves. to:Liveg and Die Free-, ane 
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| One Maniis tzhen away in 'Scuffle for a 
| Wench, /andbanother.in the Defence of. his 
" | Country ;; and we: find Silver, and Gold, 
5 F- both ut a: Teniple; and intheStews. >. - 
” | + Now to ſhew-you, thar'the Vertae which 


'Taffeft, is notudo linagiuary; arid Extrava- 
gant,. as itis taken to: bez.:4. will allow! a 


and to. Groan-t200;:: And//taſuffer all the 
AﬀeCtions 6f ibis: Bodily Senſe; provided 
that he keep his Mind Firmyand: Free'from 
| Body 3\ and:.that he do:noc 
nt of his:Conſtancy, 4drhich is, in-it 
ſit, fa great 2 Vertve,, thathere .is\ſome 
| ——_ even:\in a\ptftinacious \Error.) 
the Bodyi\may. be:broughbby Exerciſe, to. 
the Contempt of:Bruiſes,, and' Wounds, 
How.muchk:pore caftlyithen may the Mind 
bs Forbfy'd againſt thel&ſſaults of Fortune; 
re perhepscthrown!.down,, and 
093 upon, yet, Recomerir:felf? 1 he Boe 
G@:dy&have Mearand:Drinkgmuch Labor, 
adPractice};: whereasitbe: Food, and the 
BakneG.of the Mind is: witbutit ſelf ; and: 
Vertue-is; maintain'd without either Toil, 
Charge.  1f you ſay, That-many Pro- 
ers of Wiſdom are wrough: upon by 
Menacgs, and Miſchiefs, theſe, let me tell 
Jon, are, but Proficients, and not as yet ar- 
ud at the State: of Wiſdom. They are 
wtſtrong enough' to: praftice what they 
Wow. It is with our Diſpoſttions, as with 
dirCloths:; They will take ſome Colours 
CQne Dipping; cut others muſt be ſteep'd 
'5; ESE over 
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them. ; And for Diſciplines To) they:muſt 
Soke, and lierlotgbefore ithey: take the 


Tin&ture.:No:Man 'can retgive an Injury, 


and not be mov'd-at it: Bug-yer he ' may 
keep bimſelf Free fromPertutbations; and 
ſo far from! being2raubled at them that he 
may make uſe of them for the Experiment, 


and Trial of his:Yerrue;; keeping: himſelf 


ſtil Moderate; Hlacid; Chearfaly and Sale 
in a'Þr — andFixtd in his Sta- 
tian.” But 5f 14: Hſe Man carne be Poor; 
Hom comes iivbat be 3s. many v1m1s without ti- 
tar Mea ,1'\Driah , "Cloths , 'or Lodging? 
If -only Fools. are Mat, How'cons. is then, 
wat Wiſe "Meri have their ' Alienation: 

Mind, and talk aa-Idly ins Fever" as diher 
people. ? 'Tis: one thing\,:the Receiving of 
21 jojury,' and another thing, the'Concd- 


Ying ofan-indignation for ir : 1t'is the Body 


in .this Caſe that foffgrs, -( which © the 

Fools Part) byt notithe. Mind. That Man 

ts never the worſe Pilot chat by foul wes- 
ther is forc'd-beſide his Buſjnefs, | When! i 

Ship ſprings- a: Leak; we do'not preſeatly 

quarrel either : with rhe Mariners or'with 

the Veſſel. Bur; ſome'tothe Pump,? others 

into the Hold,to keep the Ship above- Wa 

ter. And if wecannot abſolutely Maſtet 

t,. we muſt ſtill-woyk on ;- For ir is then 2 

great point gaitfd, if we can but keep it at 

a ſtay, Some Menare ſtrangely Tranſpor- 

red at the inſolence ef the Porter that ref- 

ſes tg ler chem into a Great Man's —_ 
FE” | ef 
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1 
- They forget that the door of a Priſan is 
” -mareſtriftly guarded than that of a Palace. 
- He that has Buſineſs muſt pay for. his Paſ- 
'" _ fage, and:/Syeeten _ as he would do a ' 

© Churliſh Cur with a Ry which is 
" Yo'he6 $8 tobe He's a weak 
-Man, that rates himſelf. cording to the 
Civility of a Slave. Let him have a Reve- 
rexee:for himſelf, and then no matter who 
ifes;bim. What if the ſhonld break his 

or Canfz/bis Maſter to turn him away, 
== Epnky'a ect eve when Bo to 

en when he 

the þcttor 'of him, admits, that there 
a4 .one} i\Whar if he: ſhould receive a 
Blom2 xe {the greateſt Man of his Age) 
Kid) nat/only [Forgive:ir, 'but Forget it. 
þ2Tisnovto fay, That This, -Or That is 


"Taterebletoa Wie Many of Inrolerable. If 

Hit do- vor-totidly ſubdue" Foreune , Fornune 

Groom! Vs.:'lt-is.the Foundation of a 

y Life,.for a Man to' depend - upon 

if 'z but an Abſolpte Tranquility of 

Ry and. a'Freedom from- Errors, muſt 
| rp—a——_ another World. | 
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"HE Book you promis\d: me. is. now 
"come to:tmy;;hand ; 'and.i:.dpen'd it 

with an-Intent to-read itidver at Leiſure 
Bud, when was once in,clicoutd nor layir 
dowp again, tilh ol bad gopethrough -with 


it. At. Preſens. J ſhall only telÞyou 'thar NF 


I am Exceedingly-pleas'd: with the Choice 
of the Subje(:: Bit Lam Tirapfpopted-with 
the Spirit, and Gentleneſs of \it:oYow ſhall 
hear arther fron me'upond Second Read- 
jng ; and. you need: not feavthehearing of 
the Truth, for your Goodyelskeaves'a Man 
no place for flattery. :: I find.you'-ſtill to be 
one. and the, ſame: Man, whicwiis a great 
Matter ; and only: proper £0 a!Wjſe Man; 
Tor Fools are Various :: Qge while Thrifty, 
Graye; Another while: Profule;! and 
Vain. Happy i is the Man that ſets himſelf 
Right at firſt, and continues ſo to the End, 
All Fools, we ſay, are Mad Men, though 
they are not all of them in Berhlem, We 
find ſomeat the Bar, ſome upon the Bench, 
and: not q' few 'even in-phe Senate it ſelf, 
One Man's Folly is lad ; 'Another's, Wan- 
ton; and a third is: Buſt ie, and Imperti- 
nent: A Wile Man carries all his Ticks 


F 


elf 
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. 'Fingafter his Nelghbour's. Wife 3. Another 
wore | in 


Ce EE eee # ate ot ee 54 
, SO v2 AC; > A 4 
r 


EP.ISTLES 


*  witdin himſelf; What Fortune Gives, [ſhe 


Tay::Take 3: but he leaves: nothipg} at ber 
Mercy: He.Atands Firm, and: kreps' his 


. Ground agaiidt; all Misfortunes, - without 


fo:much xs 2Changing * Countenance:. - He 
1s ;Fzce,Iiviolable,. Unſhaken;.:Proof u- 

inſtall 'Actidents 5. and 'aqt only Invio- 
cite, but Inflexible. : So long 88 he:cannor 


i.oſe avy thing af his own, - het INS 


hlcs himfelffor-what's:Andther's.; He is a 


- Efviend to: Providence; :and:wwill not; mur- 


Mira any thing'that comes;:to-paſs' by 
God's Appaintnitat.. He is:nvt ooly Re- 


_ - Falute,, butG@nerous, -and GoodiNatur'dy 


and ready:tochay Yown: his/Lift1im3a Good 


. Ganſe; aniifor the PablickoSdfery;.20!S- 
. crifice. his-Own:: ' He dotes::notofo much 
 evnlider the: Pleaſure of :his:{Life;" as the 


Hiced'that:the World has of him: And he 
43 notfo-/Nice:heither,] as toube wicaryint 


- this Life, while he mayi cither ſerve hit 


Wife, ot hisFriends. - .Noro igvicall;-char 


_ his Life. isiProfitable to. Them!p bur; 'ircis 
' likewiſeDdlighttal co HimſRIf 2 and carries 
its own Rewardi;z- for,, What:can be more 


£&omfortabls; than to be-f0Dear to Ano 
ther, as for: that. yery Reaſon to become 


| Dearer to Hliwſelf?::1f..he! Lofes a Child, 


he.is Penfivezht is Compaſſionate to the 
Sick , and only; Troubled;\ when he fees 
Men wallowing:in-Infamy 3\ and Vice. 
Whereas, on the Other fde,:'you. ſhall ſte 
nothing but Reſtleſneſs zz Oge:Man Hanke- 
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in'Pain.abvot his: Own. /A : Third in Grief 
far a: Repulſe ;_ Another | as muck out. .of 
Humor for his Saccels, if be- loſes an'E. 
ſtate, he parts with it as: a thing, that was 
ps vg me 922 the Polſon, nd own 
Likbs andſaysthus to himſelf, '] Fon 
Honſs,, (ys te) nap be Barat of 
es. ( lays may Df 
Robb'd ;. Qur: Lands taken from'us; and 
preg ar our Own; that is under 
the Daminion-of Fortune, ' It is' a Fooliſh 


Man judges G much' his Own, as 
(That wherein Man is'allow'd a ſhare. 
Ie is-notwithtlic | Bleſſings of Providence, 
23 itis with a Doleg; whete every Man r6- 
Teives-fo much # Heads but: &very Man 
there has All Fhat which we Eat, and 
either Givez: or: Receive with'the Hand, 
may be braken:into Parts: ibur! Peace,- and 
Freedotn'of Mind are not 'to: be Divided. 
He that' has Firlt caft off the Empire «of 
rnecds nor fear that of Great Men, 
for theyare hut Fortunes Hands; nor was 


' any Man'ever! broken by : Adverſity, that 


he her 7 Proſperity, Bur 


Lyyay «Adv: 
re Met o.goho we fre. , Or 


Cents Fan rh ?P- =  Antrdares 
and there's no Providing 4- 


26 =) nn Frog Tf what 1 ſhall Do, and 


Reſolve, 


EXPE T LY. 


F?. Ye3, (grdap life farm raking 
all thle graced, Pilijaitphy: lpftruds] 
and AdviſePusrondbey Gods antto follow 
him Willingly 516 oppoſe:Farmuds Refoi 
- lutely, and ro: Beapald avcltiencst [1iw 1107 
EIS -an'Irees Oi 
an Unchaygedble- Decree, on witreffity 
oF all Things ant Actions; wororeting ito 


Ecernal Appoinimten. "Like theCourſrof 


a River; it moves /forward,>withour: Con- 
tradiftion;; -or: Deby.;, inCani{rvefiſtible 
Flax, where one Wave puſhes on agecher; 
He knows little of God, that Imagines is 
may beControlf'qU=There is no C 

of the Purpoſt'everwof a: Wile: Marn'::For 
ho ſ6es beforehand &hax will bobeft for tho 
Future. * How-atuth more Unchangeable 
then is the Almighty; co whom-all:Faruri- 
ty ts always Preſent? ' Toinhat' ond then is 48; 
z Fate be Inox #able;/ ro'offer up Prayers, awed 
Sacrifices, any. further, than to relieve: rho 
Scraples, and the Weakneſſes of Sickly Minde? 
My Anſwer is, "Firſt, That the: Gods taks 
no Delight in the Sacrifices of Beaſts, or 
m the Images of Gold, and'Sitver, bur ins 
Ptons, and, Obediefnt Will. "And Second- 
iy, That by Ptayers,' and 'Sacrifices;Dan- 
gers, and\Aﬀiftions may be ſometimes Re- 
mov'd; ſometimes Leſſea'd 3 other whiles 

Deferr'd: And all this withont any Offence 

to the Power, or Neceſſity of Fate. There 

are ſome things which Providence has lefe 

ſo far in Suſpenece, that: they: ſtem tobe, 


(la , 


Ne be dreadyrDerernil d\ Bier uſt of : 
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Paſi,or nat. fire Formeng:if will, be the ſame 
—_—_— do ras Prey 2 dlndiff. the Other, it 
will verhe fame thing if we do, To this [muſt 
Rot $ that the Propoſition-is Palſe, for 


wand of the; Middle. ion, þetwixt the 
One; andthe: Other. T will he, (fay 
that is, cif chere'ſhall arly/Pragers Interpoſe 


in the Caſni Bat then CR on the 


ſoeveninour very Prayers 3:8 Determina- 


tion. that we ſhall Pray: and that therefore = 


weſhall Pray? It Derratd thes a Man ſhall 
be Eloquent : But, upen-Conditjon,. that 
be apply himſelf to Letrens,... By the ſame 
Fate it- is Decreed, thatihe ſhal} apply 
himſelf, and that therefore he ſball Jearg. 


' Such a Man ſhall be Rich, if be betake him- 


ſelf to Navigation. But, the ſame Fate 


_ that promiſes him @ great Eſtate, appoints 


aJſo that he ſhall Sail, and therefore he puts 
to Sea, - It is the ſame Caſe in Expiations. 

A Man ſhall Avoid Dangers, if he cv, by 
his Prayers, avoid the threatenings of Di- 
vine Vengeance. But./this -is Part of. his 
Fate alſo, that he ſhall ſo do; and therefoes 


You will onde pooong This > rods to | 


*E PT F.Y T\LE"S. 

he does. ity; [Thefe,' Arguments: are made 
uſe of, to Prove; that;there is-nottiing lefe' 
te.our Will; borthat we are alVOver-rul'® 
by Fatalities.. When we-come- to handle* 
that Matter, we-ſhall ſhew the Coaſiſtency' 
of . Free-W1ll. with-Fate, having: already 
made it -that norwithſtariding the! 
Certain order-of) Rate, Judgments may be. 
Averted by - Prayers ,- and: Supplications* 
And, without 'any. Repu ' to -Pate 3; 
for they are'Part even of :the Law 'of Fate 
it ſelf. You will ay Perhaps, *What.am T7 the 
better for ale Priaſt, or the Prophet 5 for whe” 
ther he bigs: whe Siacrifice, 'or -ndgM Tie under” 
the Neceſſuy.df \dowg it? Yes; 5inthis I -am* 
the better for'it, as he is: the Miniſter - of 
Fate. We may as well ſay; that it'is Mats! 
ter of Fate, that we are in Health::' and yer 
we are indebted for itto the Phyſitian; be” 
' cauſe the Benefit of that Fate is convey'd to' 
vs by his Hand: | 40 I 7Ql e/, ÞAfiOt 


EPIST. XXVL. 


All things are Produced out of Cauſe , and 
Matter. Of Providence,, 21 Brave Man 
4 


— 


6s « Match for Fortune. ..... 


| p \ 

1 Had yeſterday but the oge Half of it to 
My Self ; My Diſtemper took up the 

Morning; the Afternoon wes. my Own. 
My Firſt Trial was, bow far | coold endure 
Reading : And when I ſaw 1 could bear 
; That 
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+ Thats LfelltaWridiogt:drld pitch'd up. 
Difficult 


on-.a:.Snbjett.- enqugh, for it re« 
IDE butcget 1 was re- 
v'd not; te verconie;/ Some' of ty 


iny told ue; that: I'did W; 


bes Workman to.Form every thing. All 
Azz is but-aty Lmitation of Nature; and that 
which 1 ſpeak in General of the World, 

holds in the Cafe of every Perticular: Per- 
ſon. As for Example : The Matter of a 
Statne is the Wood ,the Stone, or the Mar- 


ble; the Statuary ſhapes it, and is the 
Cauſe of i it. . Arifotle,aſſi Four Cauſes 
to every thing. * The Material ; which is 


the Sine qua non (or That without which lc 
cod not be. Y The Efficient ; as the” 
Workman.” "The Formal ; as That which 
& ſtamp'd upon all Operations; and the 
Final ; which i is_the Defign of the whole 
Work. ' Now to Explain this. The Firſt 
Cauſe of rhe Statue { for the Purpoſe) is 
the Copper : For it had never been made, 
if there nd hot been fomerbing to work 


upon. 


| _ oy there moſt be, of which 


Load. = 
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 ypoſs The Second is the Artificer, for if 
yoda not underſtood his Art, it bad never 

eeded. The Third Cauſe is the Form; 
For it could never properly have been the 
Statue of ſuch, or ſuch a Perſor: ,; if ſuch a 
Reſemblance had oy 19 upon it The 
Fourth Gablſe is-the End of making it, with- 
ont, which it had never been made: As Mo- 
ney, if it were made for Sale 3 Glory if 
the Workman made it for his Credit; or 
Religion, if he deſign'd the Beſtowing of it 
open a Temple. Plato adds @ Filth, which 
he galls the /des, or the Exemplar, by which 
the Workman draws his Copy. And he 
makes God- to: be. full of theſe Figures, 
which be repreſents to be Incxhapfſtible , 
Unchangeable,. and Immortal. Now up- 
ea the whole Macrer, give us your Opini- 
on. | To me it ſeems, that, here are cither 
too many Cauſes aflign'd, or too few ; and 
they might as well bave Introduc'd Thac, 
and Place, as ſome of the reſt. Either 
Clear the Matter in Queſtion; or deal 
inly, and tel} us that you cannot: And 
let us return to thoſe Caſes, whereia all 
Mankind is agreed, the Reforming of our 
Lives, and the Regulation of our Manners. 
For theſe Subcilties are but time loſt. Let 
vs ſearch our ſelves in the firit Place, and 
afterward the World. 

There's no great Hust in paſling over 
thoſe things which we are never the better 
for 'when we know and, it is ſo order'd 
by Providence, thas there is no great _ 
{ Cculty 
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_ culty in- Learning , or- Acquiring thoſe 


, which may make us Rp; 
or Betrer. Beſide that, whatſvever is Hurt- 
ful ro us; we havedrawnour of the very 


Bowels of: the Earth; -'-- :* . 


- Every Man knows, without Telling,that 
this Wonderful Fabrick of the Univerſe is 
not withoet a Governor ; and that a. Con- 
ſtant Order cannot be the Work of Chance : 


' For:the Parts would then fall foul one upon 


another: The - Motions of the Stars, and 
their Influences,are Atted by the Command 
of an Eternal Decree. It is by the DiQtare 
of an Almighty Power, that the Heavy Bo- 
dy of the Earth bangs in Balance. Whence 
comes the - Revolution-of the Seaſons, and 
the Flux of Rivers? The wonderful yertne 
of the ſfnalleft Seeds? (as an Oak to ariſe 
from an Acron.) To fay nothing of thoſe 
things that ſeem to be moſt Irregular, 'and 
Uncertain; \as Clouds, Rain, Thunder, the 
Eruptions of Fire out of Mountains, Earth- 
quakes, and thoſe Tumultdary Motions in 
the Lower Region of the Air, which have 
their -Ordmate Cauſes z and fo have thoſe 
things too, which appear to us more Ad- 
mirable, becauſe leſs Frequent. As, Scal- 
ding Fountains , and New Iflands ſtarted 
out of the Sea : Or, What ſhall we ſay of 
the Ebbing and Flowing of the Ocean, the 
Conſtanr Times,and Meaſures of the Tides, 
according to the Chatgesof the Moon that 
Influences moiit Bodies ? But this needs 
not z ' For, it is not that'we Doubt of Pro- 
vidence, 
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EPISTLES. 
,vidence, but Complain of it. Andit were 

good. Office to Reconcile Mankind to the 
Cody,who are undoubtedly beſt to the Beſt. 


+ It is againſt Nature that Good ſhould hurt 


Good. A Good Man is not only the Friend 


of God, bat the very Image, the Diſciple 


and the Imitator of him, and the true Child 
of his Heavenly Father. He is troe to him- 
elf; and Atts with Conſtancy, and Reſo- 
lution. Scipio, By a Croſs Wind, bein 
forc'd into the Power of his Enemies, 
himſelf apon the Point of his Sword; and, 
as the People were enquiring, what was be- 
corftte of the General ; The General (ſays 
Scipio) is very well, and ſo he expir'd. What 
is it for 'a Manto Fall, if we conſider the 
End, beyond which no Man Can Fall? 
We muſt repair toWiſdom for Arms againſt 
Forcune ; for it were unreaſonable for her 
to furniſh Arms againſt her Self. A Gallane 
Man is Fortunes Match : His Courage Pro- 
vokes, and Deſpiſes thoſe Terrible Appea- 
rances, that would otherwiſe Enſtave us, 
A Wiſe Man is out of the Reachof Fortune, 
but not Free from the Malice of it ; and 
Vl Artemprts upon him are no more than 
Terxes his Arrows 3 they may darken the 
Day ; but they cannot Strike the Sun, 
There is nothing ſo Holy, as to be Privi- 
leg'd from Sacrilege. But, to Strike, and 
not to Wound, is Anger Loſt ; and he is 
Invalnerable that is Struck, and not Horr. 
His Refolation is try'd;the Waves may daih 
themſelves upon a Rock, but not Break it z 
| Qq Temples 
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Temples may-be profan'd, and Demoliſh'd, 
but the Deity ſtill remains untouch'd. 


|— 


EPIST. XXVIL 


Some Traditions of the Ancients concerning 
Thunder, and Lightning ; with the Ay- 
thor's Conte mplations Thereupon, 


You is no queſtion, .but that Provi- 
dence has given to Mortals the To- 
kens, or Fore-Ruaners of things to Come; 
and- by thoſe means , laid open, in ſome 
meaſure, the Decrees of Fate: Only we take 
Notice of Some things, without giving any 
heed to Others. There is not any thing 
done, according to the Courſe of Nature, 
which 1s not either the Cauſe, or the Si 
of ſomething that follows: So that wherels 
ever there is Order, there is place for Pre- 
diction. Burt there is no judgment to be 
given upon Accidents. Now, though it 
1s a very hard matter to arriveat the Fore- 
Knowledge of things to come, and to pre- 
dict particularly what ſhall hereafter fall 
out, upon a Certain Knowledge of the 
Power and Influences of the Stars : It is 
yet unqueſtionable that they bave a Power, 
though we cannot expreſly ſay what it 15 
In the SubjeCt of Thunder, there are ſeve- 
ral Opinions, as to the ſignifications of it, 
The 5:oicks hold, that becauſe the Cloud is 
FI : | Broken, 
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Broken, therefore the Bolc is ſhot (according 
to Common Speech.) Others ConjeCture , 
that the Cloud is Broken to that very End, 
that it may diſcharge the Thunder-Bolr, 
teferring all in ſuch ſort to God, as if the 
fGgnificatioa did not ariſe from the thing 
done, bur as if the thing it ſelf were done for 
the ſignification ſake : But, whether the 


' ſignification goes before, or follows , it 


comes all to the ſame Point. There are 
three ſorts of Lightning ; the Firſt is fo 
pure, and fubtile, that it pierces through 
whatſoever it Encounters. The Second 
Shatters, and Breaks every thing to pieces - 
the Other Burns; either by Blaſting, Con- 
faming, Inflamimng, or Diſcolouring , and 
the like. Some Lightnings are Monitory ; 
Some are Menacing, and Others they Phan- 

to be Promiſing. They Allot to Fupiter 

ree Sorts; the Firſt is only Monitory, 
and Gentle, which hecaſts of his own Ac- 
tord z The Second they make to be an ACt 
of Counſel, as being done by the Vote, and 


Advice of Twelve Gods. This, they ſay, 


does many times ſome Good, but not with- 
out ſome Miſchief too. As the Deſtruftion 
of One Man may prove the Caution of ano- 
ther. The third is the Reſult of a Coun- 


<il of the Superior Deities from whence 


proceed great Miſchiefs, both Publick, and 
Private. Now, this is a great Folly to Ima- 

ine that Jupiter wonld-wreak his Diſplea- 
wreupon Pillars, Trees, pay,npon Temples 
themſelves, and yet let the Sacrilegious go 
Qq 2 Free - 
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Free: To ſtrike Sheep, and Conſume 'AE 
tars; and all this upon a Conſultation of 


the Gods ; as if he wanted either Skill,- or ' 


Juſtice, to Govern his own Afﬀairs by bim- 
ſelf ; either in ſparing the Guilty, or in 
Deſtroying the Innocent. Now , What 
ſhould be 196 than > of all this? The 
Wiſdom of var Forefathers found it neceſ- 
ſary to keep Wicked People in Awe, by the 
Apprehenſion of a Superior Power; And 
to Fright them into their good Behaviour, 
by the Fear ofan Armed, and an Avenging 
Juſtice over their Heads. But, how comes 
it, that the Lightning which comes from 
Fupiter himſelf, ſhould be ſaid to be harm- 
leis; and That which he caſts, upon Coun- 
ſel, and Advice, to be ſo Dangerous, and” 
Mortal? The Moral of it is this, That all 
Kings, ſhould, after Jupiter's Example, do 
all Good by themſelves. And when Seve- 
rity is Neceſlary, permit that to be done 
by Others : Beſide that, as Crimes are Un- 
equal, ſo alſo ſhould be the Puniſhments, 
Neither did they believe That Jupiter to be 
the T handerer,whoſe Image was worſhipp'd 
inthe Capitol, and in other Places ; but in- 
tended it of the Maker, and Governor of the 
Univerſe, by what Name ſoever we ſhall 
call him. Now, intruth, Japiter does nat 
Immediately caſt the Lightning himſelf; 
but leaves Nature to her ordinary Method 
of Operation; ſo that what he does not 
Immediately by himſelf, he does yet Cauſe 
to be done; . For, Whatſoever Nature __ 
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God does. There may be ſomething ga. 
ther'd out of all things, that are either 
ſaid; or done, that a Man may bethe better 
for: | And be does a greater thing that Ma- 
ſters the Fear of Thunder, than he thatdiſ- 


. covers the Reaſon of it. Weare ſurroun- 
ded and Beſet with Il Accidents, and ſince 
= we cangotavoid the ſtroke of them, let us 


re our ſelves honeſtly to bear them. 

Bur, how muſt that be ? By the Contempt 

of Death we do alſo Contemn all things in 

the way to it 3 as Wounds, Shipwracks, the 

Fury of, Wild Beaſts, or any other violence 

whatſoever ; which, at the worſt, can but 

rt the Soul, and the Body. And, we 

| oaks this for our Comfort, though our: 

Lives are at the Mercy of Fortune, ſhe has 
yet no power over the Dead. 

How many are there that call for Death 
in the 'Diſtreſs:of their Hearts, even for 
the very Fear of it? And, this Unadviſe1 
Deſire of Death, does, in Common, affect 
both the beſt, and the worft of Men ; only 
with this Difference, the Former Deſpiſe 
Life, and the other are Weary of ir. 
'Tisa Nauſeous thing to ſerve the Body, 
and-ro be ſo many years a doing ſo many 


_ Beaſtly things, over and over. lt is well, 


if inour Lives, wecan pleaſe Others ; but 
whatever we do, in our Deaths, .let us be 
fore to pleaſe our ſelves. Death is a thing 
which no'Care can avoid; no Felicity can 
Fame it; no Power Overcome it. Other 
things are Diſpoſed of by Chance, and 

Qq 3 Fortune 3 
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Fortune ;. but, Death treats all Men alike. 

The Proſperous mult Die, as well as the 
Unfortunate; and methinks the very De- 
ſpair of overcoming our Fate, fbould .in- 
ſpire us with Coyrage to: Encounter it: For 
there is no Reſolution ſo obſtinate, as that: 


- which ariſes from Neceſſity. It makes + / * 
Coward. as bold as Jalize Ceſar, thongh W- 


upondifferent Principles. We are all ofns 
reſerv'd for Death ; and, as Nature brings 
forth One Generation, ſhe Calls back Ano- 
ther. The whole Diſpute is, about the 
 vo__ no body doubts abour the Thing 
it ſelf. | : 
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A Contemplation of Heaven, and Heavenly 
- Things. Of God: And of the Soul. 


TI is a great Difference betwixt Phi- 
L loſophy, and other Arts 3 and a gres- 
- ter yet, betwixt Thar: Philoſophy it ſelf, 
which' is of Divine Contemplation, and 
That which has a regard/tothings here'Be- 
low. ' It is much Higher; and Braver; It 
rakes a larger Scope ; 'and. being qnſatis- 
fy'd-with what it ſees, .it -aſpires to the 
Knowledge of ſomething that is Greater, 
and Fairer, and which Nature has placed 
out of our Ken. The one only teaches us 
what is to be done upon Earth ; the ons 
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reveals to as That which ACtually is done 
in Heaver': - The One diſcuſſes our Errors; 
and holdsthe Light to-us; by which we di-- 
ſtinguiſh in the Ambigutties of Life ; the: 
Other Sarmounts that Darkneſs which we: 


| - are wrapt.up in, and carries us up to-the' 
Fountain - 


Light it fel, And then it'is 


F that weare ina ſpecial manner to acknow= 
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ledge thenfinite Grace, and Bounty of the 
Nature of things; when we ſee it, not on- 
ly where it is"Publick, 'and Common; but 
in the very ſecrets of it; as being admit- 
ted into the Cabinet of the Divinity it ſelf. . 


| There itis that we are taught to underſtand 


what is the /arrer of the World, who is 
the Author, and Preſerver of it. What 
God himſelf is; and whether he be wholly 
Intent upon Himſelf ; or at any time de- 
ſends to Conſider Us. - Whether he has 
done his work orce for aff 5; or whether he be 
Rill m Aﬀtiorn : whether he be a Part of the 
Wold, or the World ir' ſelf : Whether he 
be at Ziberty, or no, - to determine- any 
thing anew to day, and 'to Controul, or 
Derogare from the Law of Fate. Whether 
4t be any- Diminntion of his Wiſdom, or 
any Confeſſion of Error, to: Do, and Un- 
-do.. Or tohave made things that were af- 
'terward to be alter'd : For, the ſame things 
-muſt of Necellity always pleaſe him, who 
can-never-he pleas'd, but with that which 
's Beſt. Now, this is no Leſſening, either 
*of his Liberty, or of his Power; for he 
"himſelf is his own Neceſſity. - - Without the 
| Qq4 Benefit, 
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Benefit,and the Comfort of theſe Thoughts 
It had beenc'en as well for us never to have 
been Born, For, to what enddo we Live? 
Is it only to Eat, and to Drink? To Stuff 
upaa Infirm,and Fluid Carcaſs, that would 
Periſh without it 3 and to live only a Ser- 


vant. to' one that is Sick? to Fear. Death,, 


to which we are all Born? Take away this 
Ireſtimable Good, and Life it ſelf is not 
worth the Labor, and the Care. of it. Oh! 
how wretched, how Contemptible a thing 
were Man, if he ſhould not advance himſelf 
above the State of Humane Aﬀairs? So 
long as we ſtruggle with our Paſſions, What 
js there in this World that -we do, which 
is Glorious ? Nay, if we advance our ſelves 
fo far as to Overcome them; it is but the 
deſtroying of ſo many Monſters. And, 
Have we not then a mighty Exploit to va- 
lue our ſelves upon, when we have made 
our ſelves a little more Tolerable than the 
Worſt of Men? ls it not a wondrous mat- 
ter to brag of, that we are a little ſtronger 
than a Man that is Sick ? Alaſs! Alaſs! My 
Friend, there's a large Difference betwixt 
Strength and Health. You have not a Wick- 
ed Mind perhaps : you may havea Clear 
Brow, a Tonguethar will not Flatter, and 
a Single Heart : You have not That Ava- 
rice perchance, that refuſes to it ſelf what- 
ſoeyer it-takes from other people 3 nar 
That Luxury, that {quanders away Money 
$bamefully, and yet more ſhamefully re- 
pairs jt; Nor that Ambition, that leads 

you 
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you by Unworthy Ways to places of Pre. 


ferment, - Theſe are only Negatives ; and 
you have Got nothing all this while. You: 
will tell me, that you have fcap'd many: 


things t But-you-have not yet Eſcap'd your 


Self. The Vertye that we recommend is: 


' High, and illuſtrious. Not | that it is 
2 Happineſs in it ſelf, To be Free from Evil: 


but becauſe it Dignifies, and Enlarges the. 
*Mind ; - becauſe ir prepares for the Know- 
ledge of Heavenly Things, and makes it 
Capable even of Converſing with God 
\Himſelf. Ir is. then arriv'd at the higheſt 
Pitch of Humane Felicity , when it ſoars 
Aloft, andenters into the Privacies of Na- 
ture, trampling all that is Evil, or Vulgar, 
nader its Feet. What a Delight, what a 
Tranſport is it, for a Soul that is 'wandring 
among the Stars, to look down, and Laugh 
at the Palaces of Princes, and the whole 
Globe of the Earth, with all its Treaſures? 
1 do not ſpeak of that only that: is conver- 
red into Money, and Plate, but of That alſ6 
which is reſerv'd in the Bowelsof the Earth 
to gratifie the-Inſatiable Covetouſneſs bf 
Polterity. Nor can we ever bring our 
ſelves to the Abſolute Contempt of Luxu- 
rious Ornaments, Rich Furniture, Stately 
Buildings , Pleafant Gardens , and'Fouir- 
tains; till we have the World Under us, 
and till looking down from the Heavens, 
and behbolding That Sport of Ground we 


\ Live upon; the Greater part of it Cover'd 


with the Sea ; beſide a great deal of it De- 
ſolate, 


[ 
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ſdlate, andeither Scorch'd, or Frozen) we 
ſhall ſay Thus-ta our ſelves. IJ; this Afiſe- 
rable Point the Ball of Contention,. that is dj- 
vided among fo many Nations' with Fire, and 
Sword? How: Ridiculous are the Bounds, as. 
well as the Conteſts of Mortals! Such a Prince 


muſt not paſs ſuch 4 River z nor another Prince | 
rhoſe Monntajns; and, Why do not the very 


Piſmires Canton out their Poſts, and Furiſ- 
diftions too ? For, What does the Buſtle of* 
Troops, and Armies amount tq, more than 
the buſineſs of 2 Swarm of Ants upon a 
Mole-hill ? The Scene of all the Important 
AQtions here. below , where both at Sea, 
and Land, we Tug, and Scuffle for Domini- 
on, and Wealth is but a wretched Point 
of Earth ; whereas the Dominians of the 
Soul Above, ate Boundleſs. This yery 
Contemplation gives us Force, Liberty, 
and Nouriſhment: The Mind is There, at 
Home - And :it has this Argument of its 
Divinity, that it takes Delight in what's 
Divine. . It Contemplates the Riſing, and 
the Falling .of the Stars, and the Admirable 
Harmonyof- Order, even in their Various - 
Motions - Diſcuſſing, and Enquiring into 
every thing, as properly appertaining un- 
to it ſelf. . With how much ſcorn does it 
then Reflect upon the Narrowneſs of it's 
Former Habitation ? There it is, that 
.earns the End of its Proper Being ; the 
Knowledge of God. And, What is God ? 
in Immenſe,; and un Almighty Power ? Great, 
 - Without Limits; and be does whatſoever Pples- 
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ſer bim, He that applies himſelf to This 
Study, Tranſcends the very Lot, and Con- 


- dition of his Mortality. That Almighty 


Power is all that we do ſee, and all that we 
do not ſee. What is the difference betwixt 


FF the Divine Nature, and Ours? Man is com- 


pounded ; and his beſt part is his 'Mind : 


b 44 But, the Almighty 'is All Mind, and all 


Reaſon; and yet Mortals are ſo Blind, that 
the Actions of this Incomprehenſible Pow- 
er; ſo excellent for Beauty, Conſtancy, and 
Diſpoſition, are look'd upon by many Men 
only -as Fortuitous, and the Work of 
Chance : And ſubject to all the Tumults 
of Thunder, Clouds, and Tempeſts, that 
affect poor Mortals. And, this is not on- 
ly the Folly, and Madnefs of the Common 
People; But the Weakneſs alſd of Wiſe 
Men. There are, that Arrogate to Them- 


ſelves, the Faculties of Providence, and 


Reaſon, and the Skill of Diſpoſing, as weſl 
Other Peoples Afﬀirs, as their Own: And 

et theſe very Men are ſo beſotted, as to 
imagine, the World only to be Govern'd 
by an Unadviſed Raihneſs: As if Natnare 
knew not what ſhe did. How Profitable 
would it be for Us, to know the Truth of 
Things,and to allow them their due Terms, 
and Meaſures? Toenquire into the Power 
of the Almighty, and the Method of: his 
Workings z Whether he made the Minter 
it ſelf, or found it ready to his hand and 
whether was Firſt, 'the Xarrer it Self; or 
the fden-of ' it ? Whether or no he _ 
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what he pleaſes; and what may be the Rea- 
ſon of ſo many ſeeming ImperfeCtions in - 
his Operations ? It is well ſaid of 4riftorle,. 

that weſhould handle Divine Matters with- 
Modeſty, and Reverence, When we enter 


" Into a Temple, or approach the Altar, 


we compoſe out Looks, and our Actions to 
All the Decencies of Humility,and Reſpe&: - 
How much more then does it concern us, 
when we treatof Heavenly things, To deal 
candidly ; and not to let one Syllable paſs 
our Lips that may Savour of Confidence, 
Raſhneſs, or Ignorance ? Truth lies deep, 
and muſt be fetch'd yp at Leiſure. How 
many Myſteries are there, which God hath 


piacgs out of our ſight ; and which are on- 


y to be reach'd by Thought, and Contem- 
ation ! The Notions of the Divinity are 
rofound, and Obſcure ; or elſe perhaps 

we ſee them withont wrderftanding them. 
But, the Divine Majeſty is only Acceſſible 
to the Mind. What This is ( without 
which Nothing is) we are not able to De- 
termine: And, when we have guelled at 
ſome Sparks of it, the greateſt part lies 
yet conceal'd from us. How many Crea- 
tures have we now in this Age, that never 
were known to us before? and how many 
more willkthe next Age know more than we 
do? And many yet will be ſtillreſerv'd for 
After-times. The very Rites of Religion 
are at this day a Secret, and unknown to 
many People. Nay, the very thing that 
we moſt eagerly purſue, weare not _ 
riv 


4 the Degree of Whoriſhneſs. There's no 
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riv'd at: Thatis to ſay; A PerfeCtion in 
Wickedneſfs.- Vice is ſtill upon the Im- 
provement : Luxury , Immodeſty, and a 
Proſtitute Diſſolution of Manners finds ſtill 
new Matter to work upon. Our Men are 
grown Effeminate in their Habits, in their 
Motions, and in their Ornaments, even to 


body minds Philoſophy, but for want of a 
Comedy perhaps, or in foul weather, when 
there is nothing elſe to be done. 
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Efore I take my Laff Leave of Seneca, 

I will here diſcharge my Conſcience, - as 

if I were upon my Laſt Leave with the 

Whole World. Ihave been ſo Fuſt, both tothe 
Reader, and to the Author, that I have nei- 
ther Left out any thing in the Original, which 
IT — the One might be the Better for, 
xor Added any thing of my O'wn, 10 make the 
Other Fare the Worfe. © have done in This 
Volume of Epiſtles, as a good Husband does 
with his Cold Meat 3 they are only a Hache 
made up of the Fragments that remain'd of the 
Two Former Parts ; which I could not well 
diſpoſe of into any Other Form; or ſo properly 
Publiſh under any other Title, Let me not yet 
be underſtood ro Impoſe This Piece upon the 
Publick,, as an AbſtraCt of Seneca's Epiſtles ; 
more than 1 did the Other, for the Ab- 
ſtratts of his Benefits, and Happy Life. Ut 
5s in works of This Nature, as it is in Cordial 
Waters, we Taſte all the Ingredients, with- 
out being able to Separate This from That; 
but ftill we find the Virtue of every Plant, in 
every Drop. To return to my Allegory ; 
Books, and Diſhes have This Common F Fo ; 
there 


there was never any One, of Either of them, 
that plead All Palates. Avd, in Truth, it 
5s a Thing as little ro be Willd for, as Ex- 
pay For, an Univerſal Applauſe is at 
caſt Two Thirds of a Scandal. So that though 
1 deliver up _ Papers to the Preſs, I Invite 
wo Man to the Reading of them : And, whoſo- 
ever Reads, and Repents ;, it 1shxs Own Fault, 
To Conclude; as I made this Compoſition Prin- 
ul for my Self, ſo it agrees Exceedingly 
ell with My Conſtitution ;, and yet, if any 
Man has a Mind to take part with me, he has 
Free Leave, and Welcome. But, let him C 
This Conſideration along with him, That He's 
a very Unmannerly Gueſt, that preſſes npon 
another Bodies Table, and then Quarre 
with his Dinner. | 
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His Abſtra Has now - paſt the 
' Fourth Impreſſion, but the World 
has not been zIrogether ſo kind 
of late, to my Politicks as to - 
myAMbrals. And what's the meaning on*t,but 
that we live in an Age that will better bear 
the Image of what people ought to'do, than 
the Hiſtory of what they do; and that*s the 
difference they put betwixt the one and the 
other, We are not yet to take an eſtimate 
of the Intrinſick, value of Truth, Honeſty, 
and Reaſon, by Fancy or Imagination ,, as if 
the Standard of Virtue were to be accommo- 
dated to- the varioys Changes, and Ficsſſi- 
tudes of Times, Intereſts, and Contending 
Parties : But fo it falls out, that ſome 
Verities, and ſome good Offices, will take a 
falſe Colowr better than orhers, and ſet-off 
an Impoſture with more Credit, and Covnte- 
* nance to the common people. Daily Expe- 
>rience tells us, that our Afet#:ons are as 
liable to be. Y:tiated as onr Palates: Inſo- 
* much, that the moſt profitable of Meats, 
© Drinks, or Remedies, loſe not only their 
Efett, but their very Savoxr, and give ns 
7 loathing at one time, for that we /ong'd for, 
FP. and 
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Iniqui,| be never fo, 
ler ch nor arice of things, —_—— to E. 
known, be $ 2ouve ſo dar nd popadlp we 
may yet aflure our _ that h 
Trph and Tafier may ſuffer a Te 0) 
Eclipſe, they will yer, at the long 
certainly vindicate themſelyes, and —_ 
thes Original Glory, as the Setting Sun fhall 


ſe aga 
When 1 ſpeak of MY Aorols, let me not 
be underſtood to playl the Flageary, and 
to aſſume the Subject-Matter of this Wark 
to My ſelf; for it is Sepeca"s, every Thought 
and Line on't ; ; though ir would be as hard 
to refer each Sentence, Text, and Precept., ta 
the very Place whence it was draws, as to 
bring every diſtinft drop ig a Cask of Wine, 
to the particular Grape from whence it was 
Preſs'd. So that I have no other Claim to the 
merit of this Compoſition, than the putting 
of thin ngs in Order, that 1 found in Confu- 
js '5n, .and digeſting the looſe Minutes, and the 
broken Meditations of that Divine "Heathen, 
into a kind of Sy/fem of good Copncils, and 


of good Manners, But how faithfully ſoever 


I have dealr with my Author, ina Jt, an 
" Genuine. Repreſentation of his Senſe and. 


Mearing > ſa haye 1, on the other band, 


with 
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with n0 leſs Cav m_ and Afettion, con- 
ſulted the mA and the Sariſ- 
fab of the Engliſh Be in the plairneſs 
of the Stile, and in the per ſpe 
book the Ah thad. And yet after all this, 
' there is foinewbat Kill wanting methioks 
toward the doing og be to Seneca, 
II Egg 7 eg 
" oO lage' 2 
that Þ have had in My head, law : » thing 
and which 1 have as good a will to Proſe- 
cute, even at this inſtant, as ever; if I 
could bus flatter wy ſelf with Day enough 
before me to go through with it. But before 1 
come to the Point under deliberation, ic 
will do well, brit to take a view of the true 
flote of the matter in hand, and upan what 
ground we ſtand at Preſenz. Secondly, To 
conlider from mheyce it is that we are to 
take our Riſe to't ; apd- ſo to open, Ariefhy, 
#nd by _—_ into the Thing it Self. 

T his \Sftrai?, | lay, is entirely Semeca's, 
and though little mere in the Bulk than 
the Third Part of the Original; it is, ip 
Eft, a Summary of the whole. Body of 
his Philoſophy concerning Afanners, con- 
_ tracted into this Eprrome, without either 
© ever-charging it, with things Jdle and Super- 
| Jour, os leaving eut any thing, which I 
| "Ty might contribute to the Order and 

D; gn of the ble 7 bn his School- 
gueftions, and Philo/oplucal Ds 1084 UPEan 

Natural Reaſon of Things; gy jon almoſt 


ihe 3. caſt them out, as Curioſities thar 
* 2 hcld 
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hald little . or- no 4telligence «with the 
Government vf'our- Us gn; and» the'For- 
ming of our Laves; | 1 as tte 
© quently, that are-alrogether” 
My- Province]? 1 have taken | 
alſo it y Tal 61% : 
culcares arid Enforees thie fame Conceptions 4 
over andiover again in variety of Phraſe 
to Extract the Sprrir of them, and in ſt 
of drefling up the ſame Thought in ſeveral 
ſhapes, ' to make- ſome one adequate Word or 
Semtenc# ſerve for all. Bur when all is ſaid 
that 'ea# be ſaid; nay, and when all is dove 
tos that can be dome, within the compaſs 4 
of an" Eſſay of this Quality, though never 
ſo Correct in the kind, *tis at the beſt, but 
an Abſtra ſtill ; and a bare Abſtratt will 
never do the buſineſs as it ought to be done, 
It is not one jot Derogatory to Sercca's 
Charatter, to obſerve upon him, that he 
made- it - his Profeſſion, rather to give 
Lights, and Hints to the World, than to 
write Corpnſs*s of Morality, and Preſcribe 
Rules and Meaſures in a ſet Courſe of Phi- 
loſophby for the common Inſtruttion'of Man- 
kind : So that many of his Thoughts ſeem 
ro ſpring only like Sparks, upon a kind of. 
Collifion, or a ſtriking of fire within Himſelf,” 
and with very little Dependence ſometimes 
one upon another. What if thoſe Incoms+ 
parable Srarts, and Striftures of His, that. 
no Tranſlator can lay hold of, ſhall be yet: 
allow*d by the common voice of Mankind 
to be as much Swperioxr to thoſe parts of 
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few words, of 
FA «jon, . He hy 
employ of them upon 
a moſt 11luſtrious S«bjet?. Belide'that, this 
ranging - humour of his, (2s Mr. Hobs ex- 
ow it) /is accompany*d with fo wonder- 
Felicity of Lvely and Pertinent Re- 
- gven in the moſt ordinary Occar- 
4ife, and big Ini 5 io happy 
alſo rolgy x every Man reads ren nkes-4e 
within' > 4 and -fegls nfs in in 
his' own Heart, -the Not rb of his DoGrin. 
What. can be done more than this now in 
the whole World, toward the Eſtabliſhin 
of a Ks Principle ? far there's no. Tt jt 
of the Tr«th, and Reaſon of Things, like 
that Which has along with it the «ſer of 
Pmverſal Nature. As he was much given 
to Thinkivg, ſo he wrote principally* for 
Thinking, Alen ;, the Pericds that he. lays 
moſt ſtreſs upon, are only ſo many Detach- 
ments, of one ſelett Thought from another, 
Zand every freſh hunt faroiſhes a new- Text 
to work - upon. . So that the reading of 
» Seneca without, reading «pon him, does but 
bthe one half of our buſineſs ; for his Jmm- 
meds; are infinitely more InftruFzvethan his 
oe at length, and there's ng. coming; at 
* 3 him' 


tn A FTERTHODGOCHT. 

him in btt withovot a Parwptraſe, 
it A urn abſent ataen 

is but the reading wpdr # Text; or aw Arbi- 


mo yu 
rye | *% 
than ow Coditnttits #408 the Word of 
” __ fe *ris trus, nay be 

a ra *tis T 9 
Arbitrary, and Aiedobes hen ſo may 
aciy thing elſe Nay _ _ _—_— —_ 
writing ; nay t an | 
of Dito, F atutries, and Thi s, may Dege- 
neraze by the Abuſe of them, into Atts of 
Sin, Sbame,and Folly. Men may Blejpheree in 
their yy. they may Poy/on one another 
ih their Cxps, or in their Porr«-dge. They ma 
talk, Treaſon;and,in ſhort, they may do a Mili- 
on of. extravagant things, in all the Ce/es 
and Offices that aty Man can imagine under 
the Sun. And what's the ObjefFors Inference 
now, from the Poſſibility of this ab»/e, but 
that we are neither to Pray, nor to =_ nor 
to Driak,nor to open our Mouths, nor in fine 
to do any thing oft, for fear of more Poſſibi- 


lities as dangerous as the other? Tis ſug- 


geſted again, that the Paraphraſe is Forejgn 
to the Text, and that the 45 may 
make the Arbor ſpeak what he pleaſes. 
Now the Queſtion is not the Poſſiibty of a 
Vain, an Eopo, a Flat, or an Vneasfying 
Expoſition, but the Need, the V/e, the _ 


' 3 3 
Seneca's ar daft, 
God 


- 


1 


= 


che eaſieſt of fur- 


ce and Reſpeft that is due to his Afemory ; 
is, in by rg of Conſtraftion , a 
Performance of the very Will of the De. 
= all his we phe —_ = 
Effay; were mani or 
___ 4d to Meditate , Mos ef 
: And a great part of the ed of them 
is of; without ſuch an : 
that the very -manmer of his Writing calls 
for a Paraphraſe; a Paraphraſe he expeBied ; 
and a Parapbraſe. is dxe to him ; and,in ſhort, 


we owe a Parapbraſe to our ſetve: too : for 


Z 


the meaning of his Hints, and AGnares, dots 


as well deſerve to be Expounded, as the 


- Senſe and Energy of his Words. Nay, and 
= when all is done, whoever conſiders how 
” - he Diverſifies the ſame thing over and over 

in a Change of Piraſe - How many ſeveral 


4 ways 
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He:gi 


| wiſhes, Ex 1d: Ds 
Ends. at laſt 


0ucepe 

3q all reſpetts tohis own ſatisfa& 
Courſe commonly, to' draw the t+e/s of the 
Queſtion to a Point, and there to let iveeſt ; 
as a "Theme or Ligbt that ſtands effetually 
Recommended to farther confideration. This 
mult; nor be taken as if Sexeca. could-not 
Jptak his own mind, as Full and as Home as 
ny man; Or as if he left any thing /mper- 
feeb becauſe he copld not finiſh it himſelf : But 
-At' was.a Turn of Art in him,. by breaking 
off with an &c. to Create an Apperire-in the 
Reader of purſuing the Hint over and above 
-the flowing of fatter ſo faſt npon him, that 
- js was. impoſlible for. his Words to keep pace 

With bis/Thoughts, - OE 
-c; Be this ſpoken now with all Reverence 
$0! his-:Divine - Eſſays upon - Providence, 
»4appy Life,” Benefus, Anger, Clementy, Hu- 
| wane-Frailty, ec, where he ſhews as much 
Fk1ll-in ' the Pyftribution of bis Matter, 
-the [Gopgrauy and: Proportion of the Parts, ** 
$8 $þe Haxmaony of the Whole in the Con- 
a IS rexts 


%s 
FP 


 "WAPTE RT HOUGHT. 
text, - as he doesf a Natwral F, 


EIT 


” through all his! en, 
ker, or Continu'd;' but albeit that there i is 
no touching any Piece of His, 'to advan- 
age after he has Finiſdit ; theres Room 
tly yet for lication', * 'ahd for 
ment in other- Caſes, where' he - ſnaps 
ſhort with a kind of Cetera Deſiderantur ; 
and ſo leaves 4 Foundation for thoſe to 
build 'upon, that ſhall come after him. 
Now theſe Independent Thoughts are the 
Touches that I Fould ofter to a 'further 
Emprovement ; and only here and. there onE 
of the moſt Elevated;- even of ther too; 
which will amount to no more in, the 
Concluſion, than a Diſcourſe upon this or 
that Thee, or Fext, under what Name 
or Title the Expoſitor pleaſes. I would not 
however. have the Comment break in upon 
the Contexr 3 and I would ſo ſcrupulouſly 
Confine it to the Bounds of 2odefty and 
Conſcience, as not to depart upon any 
Terms, either from the [tent of the O- 
| pigbed, or from the Reaſon of the Matter 
i in Queſtion: This Office perform'd,' would 
Hh raiſe Another SENEC A out of the 
*  Aftes of the Former; and make, perhaps, 
2 


ne < We 


AY 3. —____  -” ” 


pounded the Matter thus within my ſelf : 


hat though Both would dowell, the doi 


of thein ſeparate and apart, would be Beſt, 
Not but that the Undertaker | fear, will 
| find well nigh 2s much Difficulty to pre- 
ſerve his own Reparation in this Attempt; | 
as to do Right to the Arthorz Eſpeci- 
rr Syp he ” _ w — —— 

is upon him like a Covre of Juſtice, 
and if he ſhall but happen to ſtumble 
upon any of the ſame Figures or Iilaſtra- 
rt:0ns over again; if the Supplement ſhall 
but have ſo much as the leaſt TindGurt, 
of any thing that's done already ; a 
Common Criminal, for the Baſeſt ſort of . 
Waſhing, Clipping, and Coining, ſhall find 
better Quarters, Here's the Old = 


Ke A Arran 


is is as Idle, as as £0 7 HM 
cal Deg ry on vr an . Heretical In- 
terpretation. And fo for the Py of Rob- 
him of his Due by a Good one, in a 
Caſe where the {ſingle Point is only a Virta- 
en on 9D ſhall do 
upon the ſax 1 oprque 
the Comment has a kindneſs for the 
there can be no Interfering uponi a Yrgns 
of Honour, though they ſhould both hap- 
n to agree in the very ſelf ſame cbeaghey 
or what's all the — adin 
courſing, Conſulting, Diſputs ESO 
Compounding and Dividing, rom the Fir 
Quick?ning Breath of the Almighty into Rea- 
ſonable Nature, to this very Moment : what 
is all this, I ſay, but the Lighting of one 
Candle at another ? Make it the caſe thas 
+ by the Benefit of that Light, 1 find a Trea- 
| ſure. Here's no Robbing of Peter 10 pay 
| | Paul : Nor any Particular Obligation for 
an Att. of Common Humanity, Reaſon 
© works by Communication, and one Thought 
kindles another from Generation to Gene- 


* ration, as Naturally, as one Spark, begets 
g*®;. another 


FR0es Py A bs 


fe. and where Two Men are in 
, they muſt of: *Neceſlity agree 
'the' ſame Point; and. the Thoughts of 
ſeveral Afen in ſuch a Caſe, are as much 
One', as a :Conflagration is ' one Fire, -by-' 
oy many ſeveral Hands-ſoever.it was kind- 
ed: So thar there's no+ ſaying which 
was Ones Thought, or which T*others; but 
they are Incorporated into one Common Stock. 
The great* Nicety 'will lye in a -J«dicions 
Choice, whit to Take, and what to Leave; 
where to Feyrn, and\where-to End, and in 
kitting the, Preciſe Medium: betwixt too 
m#wchand+ roo little ; without forcing the 
figrof the Arrhor, or. intermixing, any 
zpary Flonriſhes by the By, © to Diigrace 
the Brgnirty of the Matter, 'I would not * 
have ſ6-much as ore word Inſerted that might 


8 his 14-4, 1n ib 
: Such a P; rapl 


| s to ſaYi. 
” CURE. 
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